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that of Shakespeare and the Bible -not to speak of Spensor and sages as illustrations, for the bonefit of those who so persistently
still older writers-and not always for the botter. plead for the retention of " the Engilish of Shakespeare"

In order to ho able to deteriniiîe the comparative excellence of At t1ins fistv stufTo
ditferent modes of spelliig it is obviously necessary tu have some Tie large Achilles (oit Iîa prest ied lullin ')
principle to rofer thei to. What constitutes good spelling ? Whe lrom his deepe chest, hughes out in low applause,
is one mode of spelling botter than another ? Is there any general Tliît'H (loue, aï neerc as tha cxtreautcst ends
principlo uniderlymg our spdlling which will serve as a test ? Or, Of parale-ls.
are the forms of words determiînd entiroly by usage, which is too -traiTe air Criure,

often another nane for caprice? Spelhng reformers contend that ,î1,e y urolieu ires
there is such a principle. They claim tliatas spoken ilanguage existed -Id iii. 1.
before written language the latter should ho made to accommodate Doc you thinko 1 will
itself to the former, just as the clothing is made to conforin to the NIbid iv. 4.
body clothed. Written marks make up the dross of spoken sotnds, Giew liko the sumnier grasïe, fastest by night,
being intended to represent to the eye the spoken language address- Unseone, yet ci-estive is Icultie.
ed to the ear. In other words, spelling should be phonetic, and the
more phunetic it is the botter it is. On the authorit.y of Mr. Skeat, Spenser's spelling is very antiqi ited, and his tuxt abounds in
one of the forenost English scholars, old Engihsh spellîng was n forms mure phonotic than their nidorn roprasentatives. Take, as
tended to be phonetic, and it would have beau more su than it is examples, tha iallowing irons bis sonnets Hart <heart). bUs, rymo,
but for three causes : (1) the defectiveness of the English alphabet, do<, toung, ravisht, wil. colord, flowre, Iir, raine (reign), implide
(2) the carelessness or ignorance of copyists, and (3) the local vari- (iiplicd), thretning, hmnor, sprel, tiido (tried), brest, ai, thrugh,
ations of pronunciatimn. fout (forced>, yeeld, dliiia ( pouce, ski], pitty, dis-

I propose to show by means of a few illustrations that if we choose ibhy. Speiiser's vrthography is extraineiy irreguir ; it ta not ui-
to avail ourselves of thein we can get many hints froin old English conion to thîtitdi samn word speit two or throe dtffent ways on
orthographical foris for the improvement of our muodern English the saine page.
spelling. Wu cannot z .,.rcomo the chief source of confusion and I take ta followiig oxantples of arclaic and phonctic spellingfroin Aschani's "Scliôlaniastýter" :Tiieriora, axceding, delite, soin.irregularity, our defective alphabet, which lias only twenty-thrce nient <ancaut), ais, honor, yong, nie <nigh). cumlio, coraga, solume
effective letters to represent about forty elementary sounds-three (soleisîn), preseis, lied, wharby, loe (faliow>, an, cuin (coma),
of the letters, c, q, and .x, being required to perforni phonetic. funic- compas, cold (coutid), belevo, roadies, foms iînes. Of course
tions already assigned to other letters, s and k. We might, how. Asltan was tou inucl of a sclolar to bc chargeabla witl iliitenacy
ever, use our alphabet, and also our ordinary orthographical expllin.ever us au alhabt, ati lsoaurordnaryortogrpiicalCX. Gascoigne, who wrote about tho middle of tha sixteenth contury,
pedients, more consistently than wa now do. and in this way greatly spelîs words ns foliows: Dwol, waitl, siiperds, lti, ai, therjî,
enlarge the area of constant orthography which is at present so ieftetants, scepter, doi, smo1 , biî (been), crookt, nient, skil, of
lanentably sinall ; and any improvetment of this kind should bu (off), plowinaî, forain (foreig), wil, yog, fui, fol, cal. deckt,
iailed n ith pleasure by all who have to go through the drudgery coniiy, evry, faine (feigis ttrets, grevons, lant (heart), stik
of teaching reading and spelling to bcginners. Lord Surrey, wlo liurisiet a little canlier, has the following

is cmpaatiely nodmis bu natso muc 50formes Futiers, hied, doutfull, iîye (iiigh), els, inist (inissed), hart,Milton's spelling is comparatively sodern, but not soth, fredine, releefe.
as ta be useles for my present purpose. In his " Hymtn on the Ii te celebrated balintioai-The Nut-Browi Maid" wiil be
Nativity," Y find the following forns Whervith, darksoin, vers, fouti the followîsg Thor, funt, gon, greve, beleve, shai, redy,
welcom, approchinig, quira (choir), toiucit, aw, miirtle, sorron, tiief, detî, plesure, fuI, wiîo, cuni, eri, wuns.
wherin, raign, kist (kissed), stedfast, coin, don, weltring, soin, The oîîy other text fron wlicli I aitali quota is that ai ITho
agast, dunim (dumb), iniplis, dread, worshipt, jail. I find in Vision af Pien Plowîiian," wlicli belaiîg tu te third quarter ai

the ollwin atditotil seilags Dakîîs, tLire faiirteentli century. In it 1 finîl such tenis as aesun, broti,L'Allegro " the following additional spelngs: Darknes, wagt,es, cheef, pepe, ose.
skiunibring, wher, plownan, sithe, niibling, brest, boosom'd, sed, 1 înay add tsat in this, and nost ai tha taxta aIder than it, tho catî-
cru, swet, mattin. We have a great deal of importance binatioîtsitii" i: rapresented, a every simple souîd ought t bc,
attached in our day to etynological spelling, and yet we find Milton by a siagla latter, the Aiilo-Saxon "thorn," which we tava
spelling, in the clearest violation of etymology, "Inimph " and fortuiatalylbat. Ifthisoltlettercuuldborostarati Lwuidgretlysia 1 81îplîfy the speiliiig af an enormous itumber ai wonds, iîîclutiing
"inirtle." Nor is ho even consistent- for while he spells " nimph ' suc
in the " Hynmn " I find "nymph " in " L'Allegro." I find himii have louked mb aur aid Eiglish texra can approciato tha bettefit
also using the forms "saido " in the one poin and "sed " in the oa such a simplification of spoliîîg.
ather, tu suit the exigencies of his rime :In view oi te aboya spocianaîts ai arclaic E:uglisi spclliîg 1 inay

Stuch music (as 'tis saide) b pennitted taqute, witt ariest approval, tho iollawiigretanks
On earth was never made. by Dr. Murray, tue otiiton-iii-cliief ai the new 'istoricel Diction-

-IZYYgn.ary," the first part ai wticii lias just appeared
Sie was iineht azid pull'd she sed; "If yen woild kîow t wlat extent ur words have ctanged dur
Andi he, by friars lanthorn led. iig tie past two iutidrti and flfty yaars, compare ta Euglish ai.

-L'.4legro. tite Bible ai 1611 witî ttat ai tita edition nr in usa. isîtîa first
cliapter (if Goîsesis youu>vill fitl 135 epellimiga wliich ara diférnt

It would bc absurd ta accuse a scholar of Milton's standing of moit thusa ai the pres4it d.y-135 diffoes ii tlirty-ono verses,
illiteracy because his spelling is neither strictly etyiiiological nor thugh the saine version, word for word ! Yet there are sitpie-
strictly uniform ; why then are itodern writers tnt allowed the sam Leit wlin, vici 'spelling reilriti' is ntsieu, screun hysturic-
privilege ? I leave th oppoients of spelhng reforai to furmis the iy 'Voi art goini ta alter aur l.uîgiago! Keisyaur&scriieginispniviiga i ti. SpLiig untish andamts off tisa langmago ai Mit, Shakespeare, andt aur Esîglish
answer. Bibes.'i *

Shakespearn's own spelling looks quita antiquatet alngaie ofDt
the xodersizad tcxt ai his play&. I sulect tie folowing pas. o O pa.raes.

-T rilusanelCesidaI.-3


