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Sinece my great sale in October last, 1 cogl-‘
cluded not to breed Durhams on my farmu for
_sale, as T made that anmoancement in my adver-
tisement, if the cattle sold at prices satisfactory.
Mr. S. P. Chapman, of Madison Co., N.Y., hadl
previously purchased his stock from me, and
desired to purchase fowm animals at the sale, but
they went so Ligh he did not purchase them.
He'is a good breeder, and on his retwm home [
offered to import for hin, or for his use, four
Darham heilers from My Bell, the tenant and
friend of the late M. Bates, who had his stock
from M. Bates. He desired me to do so, and
these four heiters, in call by some of the late Mr.
Bates’ bulls, are now on their passage in the ship
¢ Mary Carson,®” bounda to Philadelphia ; and as
I wanted a few nice cattle on my farm, T ordered
two Devon heifers and one bull of that breed—
these latter accompany the four Durhams.  The
Devon heifers are from the celebrated herd of
Lord Leicester. Mr. Bell writes me, under date
of 15th June, that there is a great demand tor
Short-horns in England, and that it is conputed
that about £12,000 sterling worth will cross the
Atlantic this season for America. T mention |
these facts that you may, it it should be of sutii-
cient interest to your agricniturists, glean svme-
thing from them.
Very respectiuliy yours, &e.,
GLEO. VAIL.
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TWHEN SHOULD GRAIN BE CUT?

Amost important question, just at this time,
for the Northern farmer. Careful observation, and
some little experience during twenty yewrs® re-
sidence in a great wheat-growing country, has
convinced the writer that it is fully 1en per cent.
profiton the crop tothe farmer, to cut bis wheat
before the grainis fully ripe.  Ovr rule is to com
mence cutling as soon as the earliest piut of the
crop has passed from the milky into the dough ‘
state. There is no occasion to let it lie to cme,
whe cut while the <traw is still purtially areen.
Bind it up as tast as cut, and set the bundles in
stooks, ¢ Duteh fashion,”—-that is, two aud two
leauning togetler, in dozens, or twenties, ar any
given number, so a-~to give an even coant. Set
In thiz way, the most varipe grain will cure and '
perfect itself.

The advantages,—the grain is heavier, sweete:
and whiter: there is less loss of shattered
grain ; the straw, where that is an object, is so
rauch better feed as to make it worth while to cut !
carly, even if there were aloss onthe grain,
which is not the case. '

For seed, the best pertinn of the field should be
set apart and lelt 1o matare until fally ripe, and
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“ihing more than that—don’t everybody know
s« all about it 2> No, siv.  You know, perhaps,
or what is the same thingto you, you think you
do, and won’t learn any more, bnt smnebody else
will.  You forget, or else, in your self-couceited
folly, you don’t think, that about ten per cent. of
all the fanmes who ever make any advance ia
the science of farming, are not o the manor born
do nut possess a sort of intuitive knowledge how
to do just, *¢as faber did,”” and never do or think
of,doing auything else.

The yuestion has been for some time agitated
regarding the state of ripeness in which grain
should be reaped ; and it Lias been recommended,
as a general wle of practice, to cut down the crop
before the uppermost grain can be shaked out.
Takmg all things into consideration, it scems o
be the most prudent plan to have the gran cut
before itis fully rvipe; butin this a medinm course
shonld be adopted 5 for, although grain, it allow-
ed 1o become too ripe, assumes a dull, husky hue
i the sample, yet, if not vipened enoughi, it shui-
velsin the drying.

Cadet de Vaux asserts that ¢ Grain reaped
eight days belore  the usual time, has the
berries  Jarger, fuller and finer, and better cal-
culated to resist the attacks of the weevil.  An
equal quantity of the corn thus reaped, with com
reeped at maturity, gave more bread and of
@ better quality.  The proper tiime for reaping,
1s that wheu the ecrain, on being pressed be-
tween the fingers, has a dough appearance, like
a crumboof bicad just hot from the oven.”

My Howard, in the report, on Select Farms
says :i—¢ Wheat ought never tobe allos ed to re-
wain uncat until itis fully ripe.  Lxperiments,
easily made, will prove to every cultivator of it,
that by permitting it to stand until the suaw has
lust it suceunleney, he gains nothiug in phunpness
or buik of grain, but loses m .ch in its color and
fineness of skinj besides which, he incurs the
risk of shellieg, Ly the high wind, or by its being
cut ur.der the wflaence of a burning san.

“A\Vhen fully ripened by standing in the shocks
uo iy hour shouhd be lostin getting it well se-
cured. ?

Loudon observes, that ¢ in harvesting Wheat,
the best farmers, both in England and on the
continent, agree that it onght to be cut before it
becomes dead ripe. When this is the case, the
loss is considerabife, botli in the field and in the
stack-yard 3 and the graiu, according to Von
Thaer, produces an inferior flour. » )

An experienced Pennsylvan:a farmer of ourac-
quuintance alwayscuts hisoats while the straw is
green.  This he learned to do, contrary 1o all old
practices of his father and all his neighbors, by
aceilent.  His hay erop was short one year, and

then cavefully cut by haund, and very carefully | he determined to cut his oats green j that is, five
handled, becanse the very arains which should [ o1 six days o soon, as he thought, losing the
be saved fur seed, are the ones most casily shat- | avain for the sake of the straw.  Forseed he left
tered. Give these bundles a slight thrashing, |« strip through the middle of the field, where the
and give the grain a thorough winning ; sereen [ vats were best. The grain of those cut was just

out all but the most plump kernels,amlsow those
for your next crop, and you will succeed m im-
wroving both quality and product.
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This question of ¢ when should grain be cut,
has been agitated for mauy years, both in this
conntry aud Eurepe, and no donbt many a reader |
will exclaim, ¢ what is the use of writing any-

in the donah and milling state, and he expected
they wonld all shrivel up. What was his sur-
prise wheu he eame to thrash to find the early
cut straw vielding as much and as plnop grain
as that which stoad till it was dead ripe, while
the straw was incomparably better—in fact, the
stock ate it as rapidly as they would timothy hay,



