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THE INSTRUCTOR.
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its business, then, it must be obrinus
that the teachera’ vocation is one of
no- ordinery nature. ‘The 1teacher
¢hures largely with the parent in the
progress of the past and present, and
the prospects of the future of society ;
tach claims to have done some good,
and each looks forward to future
good arising out of past efforts.

It 18 said that, when *‘Jupiter af-
fercd the prize of immortality to him
whe was most zzeful to mankind, the
court of Olympus was crowded with
competitors. The mariner boasted cf
his patriotism, but Jupiter thundered ;
the rich map_boasted of his munifi-
cence, and Jupiter showed him a
widow’s mite ;jthe pontiff held up the
keys ot heaven, and Jupiter pushed
the donrs wide open; ths painler
boasted of his power to give life to in-
animate canvas, and Jupiter breathed

aloud in dersion ; the orator boasted -

of hig power to sway a nation with
his voice, and Jupiter marshalled the
obedient Kosts of heaven with a nod 3
the p.et of his power to muve even
the gods by praise, Tupiter blushed;
the musician clamme [ to practice the
only human scienc: that had been
transported to heav n, Jugiter hesitat-
ed; when, seeing a venerable man
looking with intercst upon the group
of competitors, but presenting no
claim~—* What art thou?’ said the
benigoant monarch. ¢ Only a specta-
tor,” eaid the grey-headed sage; ¢all
these were once my papils,” ¢ Crown
him! Crown mix! said JYapiter;
‘crowp the faithful TeEacaer with
immortality and make room for ‘hin
at my right hand.'”

“"The great object and sim of edu—
cation,” says one, *‘is to give ehil-
dren reSources that will endure as
long as life endures ; habits that time
will amcliorate, not destruy ; wceupa-
tions that will render sickness Luler-
aole, so'itude pleasant, aze vcnerable,
iife more dignifled and wselul, and
death 1.ss terrible.”

How ofted is it said, that farmer
sc-and-s0 has beea a very industricus
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man, he has azcumnlated much pro-
perty, hag ‘*hrought up’ a large
family, and piven eack of his sons a
farm, and each daughter » number of
covs, sheep, erc. 5 but not a word is
2aid ebont their educationj—in @
sword, the miunds of this exemplaty
tamily inay be but litttle elevated
above the caitle and sheep with whizh
their farms ero stocked. Siill, farmer
tgeeand-s0” is a wenderful good
kind of man, and much respected.

How often praise is thus bestowed,
while not & word is smd in commen-
dation of those¢ who havs beev, =0 to
speak, the guardians of mind.

To meld and instruct aright the
tender and impressible mind of child-
hood, is of infinitely mote imnportance
than houszsand lands, valuable though
they be. The mnd has got to heen-
lightened and stored with useful kzow-
ledge ; the moral characier retuires
to be purified and enlightened, so
that 1t may withstand error and the
sssaults of vice.

The duty of the teacher.1s, to take
the'child in all his wenkreas, igno-
rance, and dependence, exposed to
vice on all sidey, and lead him through
the mutations of early life, and finally
place him upou the arena of active
existence, o take his partin the bat~
tle of life. And when thus taught,
and the wind richly stored with the
tregsures of kunowledge, he goes on
to play his part upon the stage of so-
ciely ; and if he plays saright, as he
grows in years he wiil grow in know-
iedge, and’will becone more and wore
ripe for a nore lofty existence when
the Jast sand in his glass of time
shall have run,

T'he vocation of teaching is on¢ of
greatness, and the snccessful teacher
feserves to be crowned with all the
honors 15 the world’s pawer to confer.

_The world with all its inherent
grandeur is mere n.uthing cempared
to mind ; and mind without caltiva-
tion only tends to destroy and blight
the world; so that there is a mighty
résponsibiliry devolved upon the in-



