
THE INSTRUCTOR.

its business, then, it must be obrinus
that the teachers' vocation is one of
no ordinary nature. The teacher
ehurea largely with the parent in the
progress of the past and Dresent, and
the prospects of the future of society ;
each claims to have done tome good,
and each looks forward to futuro
good arising out of past efforts.

It ls said that, when "'Jupiter cJ-
fered the larze of immortality to him
who was most useful to mankind, tho
court of Olympus was crowded with
competitors. The mariner boasted of
his patriotIsm, but Jupiter thundered ;
the ricli man boasted of his munifi-
cence, and Jupiter showed him a
widow's rq.te ;jthe pontiff held up the
keys of heaven, and Jupiter pushed
the donra wide open; tb painter
boasted of his power te give life to in-
animato canvas, and Jupiter breathed
aloud in derision ; the orator boasied
of his power to sway a nation with
his voice, and Jupiter marshalled the
obediern hosts of heaven with a nod ;
the piet of his power te move even
the gods by praise, Tupiter lnihled ;
the mnusician claime 1 to practice the
only human scienc that had been
transported te heav' n, Jupiter hesitat-
ed ; when, seeing a venerab!e man
looking with interest upon the groupt
of competitors, but presenting no
claim,--'What art thouP' sait the
benignant monarch. 'Only a specta-
tor,' 8aid the grey-headed sage; 'all
these were once my p.rpil5,' 'Crown
him! CBowN IsM!' said lpiter;
'crown the faithfui TE.cnE witl
immortality and make room for him
at my right band.'"

" The great object and aiai of edu-
cation,' says one, " is to irive chil-
dren reaources thtt will endure as
long as life endures; haLits tht trime
will ameliotate, not destruy ; iceupa.
tions that will render bickness toltr-
arle, so'itude oleasanit, age tiierable,
life more digntifled and ustul, at.d
death L:ss terrible."

low often is it said, that farmer
so-and-so bas beea a very industrious

man, her as accumsnulated mu.ch pro-
perty, has i brouight up' a large,
fanily, and givci each of his sons a
farm, and each daughter w number of
cowe, shoep, etc#; but not a word is
said about their education ;-in a

bword, the minds of this exemplary
family inay ho but litttle elevated
above the cattle and shtep with whicb
their farms are stocked. Stili, farmer
"sr-and-so" is a wvonderful good
kind ot man, and much respected.

llow often praise is thus bestowed,
while net a word is said in commen-
dation of those who have beau, so to
speak, the guardians of mind.

To mold and instruet aright the
tender and impresible mind et child-
hood, is of infinitely mute importance
than houspsand lands, valnable though
they be. Tho mmd hss got t be en-
lightened and stored with useful kmow-
ledge; the moral character requires
te be purified aùd enlightened, so
that it nay withstand error and the
assaults of vice.

The duty of the tescher.is, to take
the'child in all his weakr.ess, igno-
rance, and dependence, expo,ed to
vice on all sides, and lead him through
the mutations of early life, and finally
place hirn upa the 'rena of ctlive
existence, to take his part in the bat-
tle of life. And when thtua taught,
and the rmind richly stored with the
treasures of knowledge, he goes on
to play his part upan the stage of so-
ciely ; and if lie plays aright, as 'ho
growa in years he will grow in know-
ledge, and'will becone more and more
ripe for a more lofty existence when
the last saâd in his glass of time
shal have run.

The vocation of teaching is one of
greatness, and the successful teaclher
leserves to be crowned with all the

honors i the niorld's puwer to confer.
The w.-rld ilth ai) its inherent

grandeur is mere nt.thinig etmpared
te nmid ; and mind without cultivi.
tion only tends te destroy and blight
the world ; se that there is a mighty
rèsponsibility dövolved upon the in-


