PREFACE.

& I Application to Parliament by the late
A Adventurers and many confiderable Mer=
chants in the moft confiderable Trading
Ports in Britain, for opening the Trade into
Hudfons Bay, and extending it through the North
Weftern Continent of America, to enable them
by that means to havée perfected the. Difcovery
of the Paffage to the South-Sea, without any
Expence to the Publick, baving been prepared,
and éxpelted by great Numbers awho were will-
ing to profecute that Diftovery, and extend the
Britith Trade; but meeting with anunforefeen Ob-
Struction, from whence it was leaft expected, the
Adventurers and Merchants bave thought it pru-
dent to poftpone it. The following Papers baving
been publifted to give the Lords and Comimons a
Jhort View of the Trade to Hudfon’s Bay, as
it is at prefent managed, and what Improve-
ments might bave been made to it, and Reafons
Jrom the late Difcoveries to believe there is a
Navigable Paffage to the South-Sea; if has
oeen thought advifable to lay them before the
Az Publick,
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