
Of their Annahs andfunerais.

THESE people, that have by tradition fome touch of the
immortality of the foule, have likewife a cullome to make fome
monuments over the place where the corps is interred: But
they put a greate difference betwene perfons of noble, and of
ignoble, or obfcure, or inferior difcent. For, indeed, in the
grave of the more noble they put a planck in the bottom for
the corps to be layed upon, and on each fide a plancke, and a
plancke upon the top in forme of a cheft, before they cover the
place with earth. This done, they ereéd fome thing over the
grave in forme of a hearfe cloath, as was that of Cheekataw-
backs mother, which the Plimmouth planters defaced becaufe
they accounted it an a& of fuperftition ; which did breede a
brawle; for they hold impious and inhumane to deface the
monuments of the dead. They themfelves efteeme of it as
piaculum; and have a cuftome amongft them to keepe their
annals and come at certaine times to lament and bewaile the
loffe of their freind; and ufe to black their faces, which they
fo weare, inftead of a mourning ornament, for a longer or a
fhorter time according to the dignity of the perfon: fo is their
annals kept and obferved with their accuftomed folemnity.
Afterwards they abfolutely abandon the place, becaufe they
fuppose the fight thereof will but renew their forrow.

It was a thing very offenfive to them, at our firft comming
into thofe parts, to afke of them for any one that had bin dead;
but of later times it is not fo offenfively taken to renew the
memory of any defeafed perfon, becaufe by our example (which
they are apt to followe) it is made more familiare unto them;
and they marvell to fee no monuments over our dead, and
therefore thinke no great Sachem is yet come into thofe parts,
or not as yet deade; becaufe they fee the graves all alike.

Of their Cujome in burning the Country, and the reafon therf

1 THE Salvages are accuftomed to fet lire of the Country
in all places where they come, and to burne it twize a yeare,
viz.: at the Spring, and the fall of the leafe. The reafon that
mooves them to doe fo, is becaufe it would other wife be fo
overgrowne with underweedes that it would be all a coppice
wood, and' the people would not be able in any wife to paffe
through the Country out of a beaten path.
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