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South of the Congo river ih Africa, there is an
extent of land more than'three times as large as Bri-
tish. Columbia. The equator pass’;:_‘s throygh the
nortk of it, so that it is very hot. s is-the Congo
Free. State. The people. who .inhabit the Congo are
negroes; and. there are about 14,000,000 of them.
More than twice. the number of the inhabitants of
all Canada. v ;

This land, as you will remember, was discovered
by Livingstone. That brave, kind man hoped that
when . once the tribes of Africa beeame Christian
the terrible slave trade would be done away with.
Nearly thirty' years ago the European natfons sent
men " to “Germany. to .decide. a. number of questions
about who should or should not rule lands in Africa
anl other places. The King of Belgium was put in
charge of .the Congo. The Belgian nation had no
power over it. - King Leopold soon found out that »
the forests of this country contained vast numbers of
the trees which produced indiarubber, and that there
was still a great deal of ivory there. He got-posses-
sion of all the land in the Congo. except. that on
‘which the poor natives lived. Then he drove away
all the dealers in rubber “and” fvory usder:the pre-
tence that- they - were slave ‘dealers. .- When -he had
thus got all. the power.into his own hands.this wicked
greedy king forced the people of the country to work
to produce rubber for gﬂm and to bring him ivory.
Terrible tales are told of the cruelty with which the
natives were treated. The missionaries who went to
Congo fromthe United States and-other countries told
terrible tales of the doings of the soldiers. It is said
that tens of fhousands of the wretched negroes have
been butchered or tortured by them. Over and over
again King Leopold has promised to reform the
government of the Congo. British merchants as well
as others profited by the rubber obtained by the
forced labor of the natives. This year thes British
government declared the: state of affairs in Congo .
must come to an end. King Leopold has, it appears,
seen that he can no longer make great profits in the
Congo, and he is about to sell his rights in that,
country to the Belgian nation for $9,000,00; If he
does it is to be hoped that his countrymen are bet-
ter than their king. It is not likely that now that
the world ‘knows' dbout the crimes that have been
committed by men who ought to have .been. civilized
they will ever be repeated. The greed of gain will
make men commit any crime,

The Emperor William -of ‘Germany is a very - dif-
ferent man from King Leopold. He, however, has of-
fended the English people. As you know, the English
are a branch of the great German. family. The
Angles and: the Saxons, who long ago drove out the
ancient inhabitants of Britain, came from Germany.
Now, when people who-are relations quarrel, their
quarrels are often far more bitt than those of
strangers. Ever. since Germahy conquered ., France,
more than thirty years ago, she has been growing
more and-more rich and powerful. All her people
are soldiers, they are well educated and are skilful-
workmen. But King Willlam is not satisfied with '
having a great army—perhaps the greatest in the
world—he wants to have a great navy. Now, ‘ever
since Queen Elizabeth’s time, when The Spanish’ Ar-
mada was destroyed, England has been niistress of
the seas and Englishmen are resolved that no coun-
try shall ever také fror her that proud title. They
are oroud: of their navy and are jealous of the ‘at-
tempt of any nation to .build a fleet equal to theirs.

When  England, in 1900, went to war “with the
Boers . the emperor of Germany sent a’ mésfage of -

\ Sympathy to President Kruger. This roused the-anger
of the English nationand’she has never forgiven the .
emperor.for .his rash and unfriendly ‘action. It ‘was,

Ham, inspite of his big ‘army apd the great battles:
ships he is building, thinks war a’}%mm thing which
should be avoided as long as possible:. Whe n,: there-
fore, he paid.a long wisit to his uncle, the king of g-
land it was looked upon as a sign that the old hatred
and ‘jealousy would give. place to.’ friendliness’ and
confidence. But a little thing has happehed which

shows' that ‘i England“the-fire “is fat from’ béing' L i ilie:@ccident in, the s

quénched. . : S .
There are many things in which a king is less
free than'is his humblest subject. He must be much
.more careful in his speech, and he cannot write let-
ters to anybody he likes on any subject he chooses.
Now Emperor William very often speaks unguarded-
ly, -and the other day he wrote a letter to" Lord
Tweedmouth, First Lord of the Admiralty. No one
knows just what the letter is about, but a report was
spread that the Emperor wanted to have a voice in
saying how many and what kind' of ships should be
built in ¥ngland. Lord Tweedmouth denied this, .
From a’]_{-“_ghatkcqx‘x be learned, and that As - not' much;’
it would séem that the letter was such as one private
gentleman inight have seht to-another, and nothing
would be thought of ‘the ‘mattér.

Ifit, had not_been

for the angry feeling: shown ¢in’ England “hoi harm’ In fNow;, than i

would have been done. - Thefe are many eopledin’ "

England:. and Germany/“iy}tbig think that""botll;:?m' 5

might spend " their money.. more profitably than in . ®

building’ great  battleships.

There 'are some very wicked men in our city just
now. 'Murder and robbery have become far'too com- -
e : i

Such evil deeds as the shooting of Dancey or the
murdef  of Freedman .are by. men_
whose ‘lives have been b ot 1an._becomes
a.villain all at once.' The hoy who ‘stays-oiit-at night,
listening to profane and. impure™ conversation,* and
who, as he'igrows older, Jearns to smoke'and drink
and gamble, is: entering jupon <a- course: df-‘mot
checked, will end in" ruin.< ;The ' hoy ' 6r man ‘who
works honestly for his living and is pure and sober.
seldom breaks the law. It requires far more bravery
and true manliness to lead a good life than to fall
intd® evil ways. ‘Neither skill nor strength are needed ' *
to let the'boat drift with the tide, but you must use
both to row: against the current. i i .

- For months engineers have been trying to find
out: why /the great Quebec brilge fell.  They have
come to the conclusion that the plan was wrong. The-:

farm., They learned t¢' be men by doing f ; 3
0f work as boys. It is a very bad thin -for a- little-
Afellow to have to work too hard, but “perhaps it -is

worse not to be obliged to work at afl. - i S

where one hundred and s
to death. None of us can even imagine the sorrow
of the mothers and fathers of that. little town. It will >
be many years before that terrible day can be for- -.
gotten. ; i

wanted to"do away with government by kings he has
paid it a visit. His bravery has met its reward, for
he has received a warm welcome. The city itself and
those men who offended King Carlos will be par-
doned. Kindness and goodwill are stronger in the
hearts of most people than revenge and hatred, and
the citizens of Barcelona met the frankness and trust
of the boy king with loyalty. It looks as if freedom
and order would reign in Portugal.

Baron Takahira, the Japanese ambassador to the
United States, made a long speech in New York on
Tuesday which was intended to be read by all na-
ions. He said that the Japanese nation wanted to
be friendly with the, copntries near her. TIf these
countries were peaceful and prosperous Japan would

-be the gainer. ‘The ambassador said that the United

States and Japan had always been friendly, and that
there were mo disputes between them which' could
not be settled peaceably. The treaty with England
was only meant to preserve the peace of the Far

ast. When it was made there was no thought of the
possibility of a quarrel between Japan and the 'q’nited
States. To judge by this speech Japan has neo ‘wish
to quarrel with any nation. There is little doubt that

the Japanese ' nation; brave as it is, wishes now for

nothing so much as peace. . A great deal of money

was spent in the war with Russia, and the people -

want opportunity to do the work for which they are
so well fitted. s

Nations generally try to hide the faults of their
éwn army or navy and when they have discovered
them set to work to remedy them before other na-
tions will have a chance to find out. The United

1

States; howeyer, are telling-all the world- how full
of faults their ships are, : i

President Roosevelt believes that no school .is ‘a

good one that has nof a good playground, and that: -
children -should not bé& forced to do work for which
they are not strong enongh. How many boys arethere
in ¥ictoria that do as much werk as -ig-good fer
them? In both Canadz and th; United Lts&i:é.’iad%{ i
3 : “ . of the mén who today,: honored by al et rauth
however, believed by many that the Emperor Wil- = of ypoir tha, \?vhpn Z&trgﬁ\schom, A B o

their sharé

Nearly all boys and girls will have read of the -

ool in Collingwood, Ohia,’
enty children were burned

That awful waste of life might have been pre-

vented if there had not been a panie, It is true, the
school was bally planned, but. the children. might
have escaped if they had mot crowded on the stair- .
ways. -If we could only\earn not to'give way to mad
foolish fears, at least one half ‘the danger of' fire
would be removed. 2 S

- CHARLES DICKENS

Jfithe world is a better place for children to live
t-was when your grandfathers.and.
grandmotifers: were little boys and girls, - you. have
Charles
Vm ‘people, perhaps no-one, since Jésus: took *

up’ the, mg% ]
Judea long’a
His world seemed to be filled with; suffering children
and he-taughti/people to hate the wickedness andy
cruelty ‘that mage them m
~  This he did by telling stories, not by preaching .
sermons. . Oliver Twist, Little Nell, Poor Joe and

David Copperfield were some of these ill-used little

ones. The books which tell about these children. are

very much:more worth reading than many of the tales

boys'and girls Tead now only to forget them almost

as-soon as the book is closed. ‘

> 1 efxs to thank for:it more -than -any one
8e,

y ldren in his. arms in Galilee &nd < in
have loved the -children as he. :did.

rable. . :

Charles Dickens was born nearly a hundred years

- @ago,-at Portsmouth, England, where his father was
clerk in the pay office of the navy. ‘There were  six
children,
family was - poor.
fellow they nioved to Chatham. He does not -tell < us
when or how he learned to read, but:as a very little.
boy he read books that most big boys now-a-days _
and perhaps in those days, .too,
hard to read.
<'what he read.

him.

teller and he was often mounted on a -table: to sing

His father’s salary was ' small-'and ' the

‘When Charles was a very little

‘would have fotind
He .did better than read, he thought (of

The people in his books were real to
Like Hans Andersen, he was noted as a story-

engineérs*were not skilful ‘enough to construct such = COmic songs.

a very long bridge. They did their best, but they
failed. If those im charge of the work had been as
wise and watchful as they ought to thave been, the
loss of life might have been saved. The company
should have employed an engineer to wateh the work
as it was going on.. The workmanship was good and
the materials used strong. It will be possible to re-
build the bridge, but it. will cost ‘more than the one

which was brokén: would have done,

It . will be a splendid thing for the big boys of
Victoria if there is a.fine new Young Men's Christian
Association - building in. the «city. -There will bhe a
good gymnasium and.a pleasant reading room in it,
as well as ‘other rooms where boys and young men
can spend an evening in inno¢ent amusement., .Such’
a building is mueh needed in this city, and it is to
be hoped, not only that the city counecil will give a
grant towards it, but that every one who can w
contribute - something towards making. Victoria’s
Young Men’s Christian Association Building one
worthy of our beautiful city, : :

The Salvation Army have brought out a number
of people from England. These men and women are
ready and anxious to work. They have found em-
ployment. already. ' Most of them have gone to the
country, -and a number of women have taken situa-
tions in houses in town.  These steady hearty Eng-

- live in. The little children will have plenty to eat
and-fresh air. to breathe. They and the children who
are'at school in our province, now have g very large.
and a very ricli eountry to work in. The little hands
must grow large and skilful ‘and tie .minds must be
fiot only well stored with knowledge but trained to
plan wisely and act promptly, if British ‘Columbia is
to become some day a great country. God has given
us-a splendid situation, a fine climate, and rich re.
sources. - Mefi must do the rest. AT .
~'THe yoting King Manuel of =Portugal must
brave lad. 'Although Barcelons is fuﬁl:r people t\:veh:

. reporter.

and the Pickwick

very hard and for a rest too
country.

Those happy days did nét last long, for his;-f;ther.

moved to London and things went from bad to worse
till at last the
Charles was set'to work .in an old warehouse to cover
blacking boxes.
work and the loneliness.
—about a dollar and a quarter—a week. He was al-
ways shabby,. often. hungry and ‘terribly lonely. = At
last he hegged his father to let him live near home,
and the affectionate boy was ‘happy when he could
take breakfast with his family in the prison. He
was, when twelve years old, sent to school again. ' In
Barnaby “Rudge and David ‘Copperfield he has de-
scribed the schools of those days:.
most part, places where it was hard for children to be
hdppy or good, The wise, kind teachers, so common
today; were to be found in but few of ‘the; schools . in
England to which the poorer children were: sent. At

ther was put in prison for debt and

How the ten-year-old boy hated the
He earned five shillings

They were, for the

fifteen, Dickens went into a law office as office lad.
. His father by this timé was released from prison’ .
and found employment as a parliamentary reporter,

Young Dickens loveéd to listen to the members speak-
ing and determined that he, t00, would learn to be 4
D He set to work to learn shorthand. Bvery -
spare minute he spent in the British Museum reading.
books of all kinds. s
to report the speeches of members otiparuament, and
by the time he was twenty-three he was the best and
most rapid reporter ever kmown.
fih“ was work enough for this young man to have -
one.
lish folk will'find this great country a good 1ce been far busier studying men, women and children,
Yigke g0 "He noticed everything, especially everything. o
manner or'in dress. ‘His keen, but kind eyes took in
every one he met.

When he was nineteen he ‘began

One would think
But busy as he had been with books, he had

odd in

Then he began to write, and soon
lautghmg at his Sketches by Boz
apers.

dren of his own, whom he loved dearly.

he had all ‘Englan
He wobked

~'There was not a eorner of London that he did not

know and there was no placé so bad that he did not
find some good in it. His bopks were widely read :nd
he became very rich and greatly honored. .
When He was a little boy he and his father were
passing a very - beautiful dwel !

; g 7 Drawn by Philip R. Twigg, Aged 8 Years, Victoria

. what you have br

g on the"

He married and had chil-
kK long rides into- the

ling  called  Gadshin’

, Place, near Rochester. . The iittle fellow. told his fa-
ther that he would like to live there. Instead of.

scolding. or laughing. at him_ the. father said, “If you e

were to be.very persevering and were to work  hard
you might come to live'in it” = 7~ .

- Dickens, the great. author, obtained the wish of his
childhood and became’ master of Gadshill’ Place.
There, Tifty years after, in June; 1870, the great, 1ov-
ing heart ceased to beat. »

UNCLE’S NEW GAME
Why, what's the: mat-ter, Nét-ty? You do, look
mis-er-a-ble,” cried Uncle Will. “Have ycn{ been
get-ting in-to trou-ble?” iy '
“No, Un-cle, on-ly we have so few toys, and .Mar-
Jo-rie is tir-ed of them,” an-swer-ed the lit-tle girl,
Jump-ing up to kiss him. ~There are on-ly the.two
'd}zl)l-lies and our paint-box, d@nd we - ‘can’t both. .use
that.” o . 3 S ik
 Mar-jor-ie was not ve-ry ‘well and in-clin-éd to be

/

“cross, and it was.ra-ther dull in.the nur-ser-y.

e Mum>smie gave.us a pen-ny.each be-fore “‘she
went a-way,” con-tin-u-ed :Net-ty, “but - now = we
must-n’t go out to spend them; and be-sides: you
can’t get a nice toy for-a pen-ny.’! - 3

- “I think I can,” said+Un-cle smiling. ;

“Re-al-ly! Quite a. new one?” asked Mar-jo-rie
eg;‘-era.ly, Ml S ks AT 1 Y O S .

“Yes;. some-thing. you have nev-er had" ‘be-fore;
and I don’t think yow will ev-er get tir-ed of play- .
ing with it,” ‘cri-ed - Un~ecle gai-ly; “but. yod must be
quite good till I come back this aft-er-noon.”

“Yes, we will, dear-Un-¢le; here are our two pen-
nies. You won’t forget, will you?” ask-ed Net-ty, and
he pro-mis-ed to re-mem-ber.

‘What along time it seem-ed un-til the aft-er-noon

.

R «

A

“vs00®

wn]

~came! and_how they wonder-ed” what the new . toy.

would be¥ :

- Ve-ry soon af-ter din-nér the twins. héard Un-cle
Will's voice down-stairs;"and pre-sent-ly he came up-
stairs with a little long®par~cel in hi shand. -

Well, have you been good children?” he.ask-ed,
“Yes, as ‘goodias ﬁl(% gurse says;. do show us
ought,”™“cri

Un-cl d th & A ek gt
L fYhr-cle o-pen-ed the = and took: out—what
do vou think? Two 1 sﬂ-?etmi%. AT
Do you know whet:these are-for ?” he ask-ed, and
when “the twins shook their héads and look-ed ra-

ther dis-ap-point-ed, he.fook a bowl from the &-

: gi?ard, and ask-ed Nurse for-some soap and hot;

“What are you go-ing to.- do?’ ask-ed Mar-jo-
rie cu-ri-ous-ly. B Tt 5 Py

“Well, first of all-1 am go-ing to make seme soap-
suds, like this,” said Un-cle, “and then we will o-pen
the win-dow-—UI'll see they. don't fall out, Nurse; then
I fill the. pipe with suds, and blow. You wateh!”

The twins watch-ed breath-less-1y as a ti-ny bub-
ble ap-pear-ed at the end of the pipe-and .grew and

. 8rew, ‘un-til, as Un-¢le. wav-ed his.pipe, it flew off

and a-way ov-er the gar-den,. chang-ing
most Tove-ly co-lors be-fore ‘it burst. .
‘Oh! how pret-tyl Do let me try!¥ ex-claim-ed..
Net-ty eag-er-ly. i : i
' “Here you are, and here is Mar-jor-ie’s pipe,” said

in-to the

“Un-cle. ’

“Let us see who can Blow the best!” e )
" What fun it was! The twins were quite sor-ry’

{ When tea-time came and they had .to stop..

“Well,” ask-ed Un-cle, “what do you think of my
new toy?” / o | W S :
“It's the ve-ry nic-est in\the world,” cri-ed Net-ty,
While: Mar-jor-ie ad-ded with a, kiss, “And you are
the ve-ry nic-est.Un:cle in the world too.” 5

~ indicate the proper cards.

sixty-five years ago,

B

“Where is the first letter?. * * * The second létter?
.and so on until he had spelled the word. ' I spent five
or- six lessons teaching him, but: he learned very
readily, I thought, however, that. when:I taught him

another word, and asked for the letters in, order, he,

Would not ’know which “first letter”  to choose.” For
this reason I drilted him very carefully in his name,
and did not teach him .anything new for several
months. Then I taught him to spell his name. He
Seemed to learn it as fast as I told him the Iletters,
and did not confuse the two words in the least.
More surprised than ever, I taught him still another
word, with the same result. g
Next I decided, to try arithmetic. I taught him to
add every ‘combination of two as far as twelve. For

“instance, T would say, “Show 'me six and two,” at

the same time putting. his foot on eight. He seem-
"ed never to forget after I had once told him. Later
Itaught him to add'the three?”
noticed that when I said for the first time, “Where
Is séven and ‘three?” he put his foot on the cerract
answer before I showed it to him. I thought it was

only..an accident, but I said, “Show ‘ne “three. and
eight”:. He put his foot at once on eleven. I gave him ¢

problems in multiplication and division. He got‘them
all right. ' The problems were entirely new to him and
in no case did I indicate the result to him beforehand.
Not knowing what to think, I took out the letters nad
'said, - “Spell dog.”
Tiever spelled before, ‘and I gave him no clew what-
ever, yet he spelled it correctly and without hesita-
tion. '~ I'said, “Translate it into German, Roger,” and

" he spelled “hund.” Then I said, “Spell it in French,”

and he spelled. “chien.” I merely placed the letters of
the words before him, mixed in with others, and he
put-his foot on the-correct letters in turn. I showed
him playing cards ,which he had never seen and he
picked them out chrectly. Not once did I previously
He' seemed to know them
without even being told. I resolved to'experiment a
little, so I took out.the figureg again and said, ‘Show"
me two times three,” at the same time fixing my at-
tention on the eight. He put his foot firmly on
eight. = Here was the clew! All this time when he
seemed to be learning so rapidly he had beeg simply
getting the cards of which I thought.

No further education ‘was necessary. - He
spell anything ‘which I could spell without being
taught. I asked for “Constantinople,”. “phthisie,”
“pneumontia,” and for problems like 2 x 3 X 4-2—1.
He never made a mistake. = Fractions presented no
difficulty to him. He sélected colors correctly the

could

first time he saw them and made change as quickly "’

‘as any cashier. I'also found that he would do his
other tricks for me without being asked. If I merely
thought ‘'of him as he looked when he was a “dead
dog” he straightway became a “dead dog.” - At first
he would not perform at all for any one else, but
sometimes. when another person was working with
him and several other persons were present. he - got
the cards I thought of when I was out of sight in the
‘farthest corner of-the’'room. " Now, however, he will
perform for several of my friends, when I ‘am not
present, selectingfthe cards of which they think, ©Of
course, he does not do gquite so well for them as he
does“for me, and"if’¥.am present he gets the card I
think regardless of. any‘one else~—From B. B. E.s,
“Roger,” in the Century, 3 ' <

FOR THE LITTLE TOTS
“JACKY FISHER,”

= The Strong, Man.of the Navy ; 5

' 'SiriJohn Fisher, G. C.'Bi; 0. M., Admiral of the
Fleét, .is a ‘silent' man. 'He does . not. write to the
papers, nor. ddes 'he ‘make spéeches—He does not, ad-
vertise,” as Kipling wroté of another
man”—but' he -works,  works, works very ‘nearly night
z]md day in the interests<of:the Navy“lgq knows and
oves. s » iy 5 i

_“Jacky Fisher” he . _calle%dm' the Navy all up d@nd
,aﬁﬁn”tﬁ%ﬁéghiand tfnml'wrs S, . apd since a nick- *
naifne s the }

sign of! popilarity, it may be judged that’

the place he holds in the hearts ‘of his subordinates
is fjo. small one. .

“Jadky” is/ the son of a soldjer, and he was born
: At thirteen he became a naval

cadet, and not long after he was fighfing as a’'middy
in the Crimea. ; . ! 2
R -Some Mottoes" . ; J
An explanation of the galldnt Admiral’s silence
may possibly be found in a tale he tells of his. first
ship—a small two-decker—of course -sail-rigged...
“When 1 first went on board,” he says, “I saw -en-
graved in great, big gold letters'the word “Silenee.”
Undgrneath wag another good motto, “Deeds, not
words.” 1 have put that into evefy ship I have com-
manded since.” " ’ ; 2l
. .There is anather good motto Story in  connection
with “Jacky” Fisher. ;7
When_ he wasg commander-in-Chief in. the,K Medi-

terranean he went to inspect a small destroyer of on- -
ly sothe 250 tons.

‘ The young leutenant in command—he had so

much swagger he might have been in charge of a line .

o’ battle ship—showed his superior round:
' The little craft was in beautiful ‘order, but when

unofficial carving.- *

‘“Jacky” reached the wheel he saw on it some most

v

Suddenly one day I -

This ‘'was a word which he had-

“great, little ~
* <beatgn us alk”

 AF b

¢ Murillo’s Boy
More than two -hundred years-ago a little da
eved Moorish boy rapped at  the door of a stp..
house in Seville, Spain, and asked if. the master .-
within, - e o
The attendant  ushered him into a large g
where a grave, sad-looking man was talking ¢
- 8roup-of young artists. They were all listening .
tentively for the man was the greatest painter of
time—Bartolome Esteban Murillo,

“Well, ‘my boy, what can I do for you?” inquireq
Murillo. 2 . -
“1 heard yGu wanted a boy to sweep your rg,
grind paints, and wait upon you. I have come for (),
position.” -

“Well, you can have it, you little monkey, Any
you-can go right to work. ] o
- In this way little Sebastian Gomfez was introq
into the studio of the great ‘Murillo. He remaineq
there till he was fifteen years old, doing all the o4q
Jobs for.the painter and his pupils, and taken vyery
little notice of by any. of them: - ety - .
.. Fhere were a dozen or more of: ‘these young pain:.
ers studying under Murillo—gay, showy: fellows, ang
disposed to be somewhat careless in thejr. work. oOf.
ten- the great Murillo. was obliged to lecture
sharply for their shortcomings. in 5

One morning when they had been worse than us.
ual, he scolded them unmercifully. “You-:can never
expect to become-painters,” he said, ‘“if. you do nogt
put more care and labor-into vour WOrki. Why Se
bastian yonder, who knows nothing of colors, might
do better work than some. of Yoo

Murillo intended it for a sharp rebuke, ang the
young painters so accepted it. Their faces flusheq
with wounded pride, and they promised to do more
efficient work. "No one paid any heed to the peor
Moorish lad, who had heard the words and who wag
blushing as furiously as some of Murillo’s pupis,

The next morning when - the pupils - assembleq
several of.them noticed that their pictures were not
as they had left them the previous night.

“Hello! who' has been here?” crisd curly-headeg
Vincenzo, one of the brightest of Murillo’s pupils
“Some one has put a child’s head on my canvas that
is none of my work.”” : - ; :

“And here' is ‘a Virgin’s face on mine,” saiq Jose
Pareda, the laziest of ‘the school.: *Who could hava
done ijt?” : LA ;

Others were exclaiming meanwhijle, for every can-
vas had rece}ved a touch of :some kind, and it was a))
admirable, / o i R

‘While they were discussing: the matter, the door
opened and Murillo entered. - .

“Let mre congratulate you: you are
said the master.
you.” - . ; ¢ !

. ~But it is not my work, master,” sald Jose, falter.
ingly. - Eie s i
“Not yours,,wh??&e is it then?”- :
“That's. the puzzle,” answered Vincenzo.
And a puzzle it continued to be for several morns,
ings, 'for the most wonderful things were done by the
‘ invisible painter. S e
“Well, gentlemen, I think this has  gone far en-
ough,” said the master, “tomorrow morning. we will
" Comie. an hour earlier’ than usudl ‘and see'if 'we can-
not catch this unknown artist at his work.”
Surprised en_ouglt} were they the next morning {j
see seated at one of the pictures the “little monkey.”
Sebastian Gomez. B ;
“Who taight you how to paint, boy ?” said the ar-
gie - L 5 g

uced

taem

improving”
“Why Pareda, that Is very good for

“You, master.”" .

“But' I"hever gave you a lesson.”

: “I listened to what you told ithose gentlemen and
I.remembered it.” g e -
“Bravo; Sébastian!” cried:the school, *You have
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=g 1) - The Diffieylt Sbudei; 15 s5al s
‘7 ‘Some’ studiés-will be much- mors: difficult Lot you
to master than others. ‘It may -be arithmetie, it may
be history, or it-may be nothing but a.spelling tesson,
I have known many bright people w-i__\o‘:ggund- English
e T R R e e e - i

. Very well. Devqgte more.time and more work to
the hard study. The extra effort will soon give you
2 most. delightful feeling of mastery, never brought
out by :the easier studies, and, strange to say, it wil|
Aot be long before you will actually begin to like the
difficult book! Bl 5 Tardi

A former teacher of mine, an expert 'mathemati-

cian, once told mé that when he ‘was ‘@ bo¥y he detest-
ed mathematics; but he was deteérmined to master it,
and he did. And now -he wouild rather do a: probleni
in calculus:than eat! But of course he is a-‘“growns
up.” I don’t expect any of vou boys to reach: his ex+
- alted standpoint for a year or two!

... ..., War Horses at 3011001 i
A chum who lives fiear & ‘cavalry barracks sends
me some interesting partichilars as to the training of
horses. for military purposes, ‘which is by no. means
80 eaey tEBl. |l R S ey e
They have to be taught, ' for example, to gallop
fearlessly up to a line’ of infantry whq are blazing
away with their rifles—loaded, of course, with blank
- cartridge. Eyen more severe is‘the ordeal of facing
. batteries of canmon, and’ it is a curious' fact'in this
connection that 'since ‘smokeless’ powder “came into

: .//"And'vl have made.a pafn{erj’ said Murillo,
g

' | general use thouisands of*horses ‘whiéh ~ would face

without' flinching® the smokeé of ' guns. ‘using black
powder, were found to.flinch ‘and’'shy at the flashand

* . roar of cordite and melinite.

o e et by M. Smith, A'ge.d'm. Years, Victoria

NATURAL. HISTORY

50— 3 8 t '
The sponge is a right good fellow, ko gentle and
soft, and such a help to a child in his ashing. ..
An:the days when you were very little, the spenge
lived down at thé very bottom of the deep blue sea.
He was a very wonderful little creature, because'he
had no legs, and yet he could stand, for he grew on
a stone. He had neither eyes nor ‘ears, neither ’h.rl,_;ps
nor hands, and yet God knew how to feed him. or
he had not one mouth, but many hundreds of mouths, .
and with these he swallowed the salt ‘water. Alliday
and all night he drank it in and spluttered it out
again, and that. was all he 'had to do. :
From the minute animals in the sea-water the
Sponge built up hundreds of fineé’cells and fibres, ar-
ranged round many tubes, so'that they could swallow
the water quickly:- The little cells’ grew together like

-

. a delicate web,

When the sponge had grown big enough, there
came a fisherman in his boat, carrying a long pole
with a fork at the .end of it." With ‘this he hooked

.the sponge-and drew him up from the bottom of .the

On’shore he' washed him well,-and dried him in
- ‘Whenthe sponge had been well cleaned himselt he
was fit to wash others, kKings and queers lovds ® and’
ladies, -and you chitdren;iban, .05 o S e o
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I-resolved to.teqsh, my dog to’ spell his name. .
drew the letters of the alphabet on' square
car:dboard:and lnryduthimggx;? r i

b

to.use. I did not teach him-the names of the letters -
‘but simply said: “Let e see you spell. vour name.

: 611 one‘occasion, whilst
borne, - the visit of ‘a French a miral was being dis-

*.,which save, the enginee
I top of h

> 8
of his name- i 00 WhiISh He' Wan et - o . Daying to retire gt the of sixty-fi:

-'.;»vlt .AWagkan <in'c;tiption, and it read, “Ut ‘Venia,ntvr

Omnes.” v s T
‘ t‘;}lisa.}"o'!’_"saida‘thg:Comm'ander, “what the ‘dickens
s P : ; 4 : Sl b
- ‘Let ‘em. all’ come!” sir,” answered the “looten-
-ant,” saluting. = " itk ) L
. "“Now that was a.,}uﬁot,t&, after- “Jacky’s” own
heart, as he explained’ afterwards; it was not boast
ing: it was “the’ sense ofconscious efficiency.”

—

A Bluff Seadog

. - dtis. said of. Admiral Fisher that hé Is very honest
can be—

and: very frank—as frank: as only ‘a sailor ca

and:that ‘he cannot understand why the plain, blunt
truth should ever offend.. ey ;

‘He was'a greaf tﬁydﬁlte with Queen Victoria, and

€ was paying a visit to’ Os-

cussed.

/Relations between .France and Britain were not so
pleasant: ‘then as they now are, and  Queen .Vietoria
-took occasion to remark to “Jacky”: ~ad s

1"/?,Ve, hope you will be very nice to Admir_ai Ger-
vaissl . 3 ;

“Madam,” replied ‘he, “I'will kiss him, if he de.

_sires it.” ¢

~In 1902 Bir John was appointed Second Sea Lara,
and in that capacity -he x as. rgspoirxaig)]:g :;r the order

ngii a rank in the gl Te 5
e ‘with their important positions.” ¢
l%ow_‘,‘i“lzﬁgfnz Jacky” has reached the very
of his profession.  He Is Admiral of the Flest—he
‘was appointed in- ber two years ago- in--

accorda
. And

will be able-to work-fo

“Good lulk to Jacky'!"

.- from the rein.

_Just drop:
; ":ixxd\jha‘a
“for his beloved Navy'un :9'12’:"‘%%
-reaches the. “of sévent; ;-'in":hxg\n_;_l'y. BY 4 R

o e

Besides what may be termed the battlefield train-
ing, there is also- field work 'acress -country, with
steeplechasing, jumping over hurdles, and similar ex-
ercise. The education: of the modern war-horse also
includes the swimming of deep and wide rivers. Af-
ter a time, in Ypany cases, the horse becomes as ar-
dent a warrior his rider, and will .instantly .obey
the word of command without needing any .guidance

I o v ; : :
-WITH THE POETS

Gt A Very Exceptional Eskimo: |
Shall I.tell you a few.of the things I know
Of a .very exceptional Eskimo? 3 5
If you don’t. believel—but of course you will—
Strange things have happened and happen still;
And some of the ;‘stly.nli?t,,tbing_s ever ‘khown
“Oceur \far up-in"the Arttic Zone. = °

. In the Arctic Zone by the Great North Pole
Lives this Bskimo,.in a.scooped-out hole :
In: a great snow-bank.that.is mountain mgh-'
If you reached the: top you:could touch the sky!
%.nd his clothes he yiews with ‘a: preper pride,
hey are all “White fur with the fur inside.

When he wishes his. friends to come to dine
He calls them up. on_the Polar Line A
- And ‘says, “Please come at the hour. of two.
And partake of a dish of sealskin stew,
‘With codfish oil and a,water-ice .

And a blubber-pudding that’s very nice!”

When he ‘goes to ride he can start his sleigh
And never stop for a. whole long day—
Lickety whiz-z-2! Down a slope .of white!
And a reindeer ‘carrfes' him back at night,
While the polaf bears from his path he warns
By blowing one of the reindeer’s horns!

. When he goes to-bed it is not enough
To hide his nose in a bearskin muff,

But his ears he wraps, if it's very cold,

In a feathdr-bed, and T have been told
That he toasts-his head—for it really. seems,

If he didn’t, the p?d might freeze his dreams!
e —Ipabel‘ Ecclestone Mackay, in St. Nicholas.
o .. Working Together

Said a sunbeam one day to a bright drop of dew, ”

“We are-small folks indeed and oh what.can.we do?

For you are but iter and I am but light; A

What: would. h; I wonder did we but.unite?

pen;
©-Bo. the sunbeam ‘Asl;oflq out on -the small -drop of dew

‘there soon came a sight that was lovely to view,
Faor the. dewdrop became a small world all of light,
And it glistened all lovely. and radiant and bright.
“You can’t'do withoitt’' me,” said a handful of soil

",.‘TO'.'E.’.I!*-QQ brown,&eed, “nor grow for your toil;

down dn me and lie quiet a bit;”
nall-seed lay there till a flower,  al] sweet,
" in ‘the , and many passed by,
i i colors “were sWeet to the eye:
ttle folks, ‘that it often is true
t do alone may be managed by two.

. =Frank Ellis,
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