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CURRENT TOPICS paWln l%isltaWHisWbrave?yehl? mltbftsklrewa?d for Umr^hirh^would^ike^o6 Uve ® thlraW ‘instead ‘3 W!5ere is the first letter? , • * * The second letter?

and obtained the wish, of hte F£‘ S»aln’ and.asked. if the master ^

SSS®»" Sk?
/ seemed to learn it as feist as I told him the letters, V>y J,01; the ™an ,was the greatest painter of h "

and did not confuse the two words in the least. -Bartolomé Esteban Murillo. 5j|
More surprised than ever, I taught him still another my boy’ what
word, with the same result. H,

Next I decided to try arithmetic. I taught him to __irA beard you wanted 
add every combination of two as far as twelve. For pa'nts, and wait
instance, I would say, “Show me six and two," at Position, 
the same time putting his foot on eight. He seem
ed never to forget after I had once told him. Later 
I taught him to add the' three.'” Suddenly one day I 
noticed that when I said for the first time, “Where 
Is seven and three?” he put his foot on the cermet 
answer before I showed it to him. I thought it

accident, but I said, “Show toe 'three and 
eight. He put his foot at once on eleven." I gave him 
problems in multiplication and division. He got them 
all right. The problems were entirely new to him and 
m no case did I indicate the result to him beforehand.
Not knowing what to think, I took out the letters nad 
said, “Spell dog." This was a word which he had 
never spelled before, and I gave him no clew what
ever, yet he spelled" it correctly and without hesita
tion. I said, “Translate it into German, Roger,” and 
he spelled “Mund.” Then I said, “Spell it in French'," 
and he spelled “chien.” J merely placed the letters of 
the words before him, mixed in with others, and he 
put his foot on the-correct letters in turn. I showed 
him playing cards which he had never seen and he 
picked them out correctly. Not once did I previously 
indicate the proper cards. He seemed to know them 
without even being told. I resolved to experiment a 
little, so I took out. the figures again and said, ‘Show" 
me two times three,” at the same time fixing my at
tention on the eight.

i_____
seemed to be learning so rapidly he had bees simply 
getting the cards of wihich I thought.

No further education ‘was necessary. He could 
spell anything which I could spell without being 
taught. I asked for “Constantinople,” “phthisic,” 
pneumonia,” and for problems like 2 x 3 x 4-2-r—1.

He never made a mistake. Fractions presented no 
difficulty to him. He selected colors correctly the 
first time he saw them and made change as quickly 
\as any cashier. I also found that he would do his 
other tricks for me without being asked. If I merely 
thought of him as he looked when he was a “dead 
dog he straightway became a "dead dog.” At first 
he would not perform at all for any one else, but 
sometimes when another person was working, with 
l)im and several other persons were present he got"
!?e.£ards 1 thought "of when I was out of sight ih the 
farthest corner of" the room. Now, however, he will 
perform for several of my friends, when I am not 
present, selecting'the cards of which they think. Of 
course, he does not do quite so well for them as he 
does for me, and -if’I am present he gets the card I 
think regardless of any one else—From B. B. E.’s,
“Roger,” In the Century.

Murillo’» Boy
South of the Congo river ih Africa, there is an 

extent of land more than1 three times as large as Bri
tish Columbia. The equator passes through the 
north of It, so that it is very hot. This is the Congo 
Free State. The people who inhabit the Congo are 
negroes, and there are about 14,000,000 of them. 
More than twice the number of the inhabitants of 
all Canada.

This land, as you will remember, was discovered 
by Livingstone. That brave, kind man hoped that 
when once the tribes of Africa became Christian 
the terrible slave trade would be done away with. 
Nearly thirty years ago the European nattons sent 
men to Germany to . decide a number of questions 
about who should or should not rule lands In Africa 
ani other places. The King of Belgium was put in 
charge of the Congo. The Belgian nation had no 
power over it. King Leopold soon found out that 
the forests of this country contained vast numbers of 
the trees which produced indlarubber, and that there 
was still a great deal of ivory there. He got posses
sion of all the land in the Congo except that on 
which the poor natives lived. Then he drove away 
all the dealers in rubbish and Ivory under the pre
tence that they were- sieve dealers, 
thus got all the .power into his own hands this wicked 
greedy king forced the people of the country to work 
to produce rubber for him and to bring Him ivory. 
Terrible tales are told of the cruelty with which the 
natives were treated. The missionaries who went to 
Congo from'the United States and "Other countries told 
terrible tales of the doings of the soldiers. It is said 
that tens of thousands of the wretched negroes have 
been butchered or tortured toy them. Over and 
again King Leopold has promised to reform the 
government of the Congo. British merchants as well 
as others profited toy the rubber obtained toy the 
forced labor of the natives. This year the» British 
government declared the state of affairs in Congo 
must come to an end. King Leopold Has, It appears, 
seen that he can no longer make great profits in the 
Congo, and he is about to sell his rights in that 
country to the Belgian nation for $9,000,00(fc If he 
does it is to toe hoped that his countrymen are bet
ter than their king. It is not likely that now that 
the world knows aboilt the crimes that have been 
committed toy men who ought to have been civilized 
they will ever be repeated, 
make men commit any crime.

o
Baron Takahira, the Japanese ambassador to the UNCLE’S NEW GAME

United States, made a long speech in New York on _ —- 1
Tuesday which was intended to be read by all na- , Why> what’s the mat-ter, Net-tir? You do, look 
tions. He said that the Japanese nation wanted to m*®-er-a-ble,” cried Uncle Will. “Have you been 
be friendly with the. countries near her. If these Fet-ting in-to trou-tole?”ffssaar«ïisurawsMss &“sStates and Japan had always been friendly and that dyu’uôl'1* ap t0 klss blm- There are on-Iy the two 
there were no disputes between them which coufd ^ °Ur palnt-box- abd cap‘‘ both
was oenlvetm^Je^et~y‘ Th3treaty island . Mar-jor-ie was. not ve-ry well and in-clin-ed to be 
East * 1 P j ,ive the peace °f the Far cross, and it wasira-ther dull in the nur-ser-y.

f 1 made there was no thought 0f the “Mum-mte gave, us a pén-ny.. each toe-fore she 
Stetes‘ ltTo flurt«awe th.etWe®n Üa?an and the United went a-way,” con-tln-u-ed Net-ty, “but now we 
L by sp®?ch Japan has no wish must-n’t go out to spend them, and he-sides you
to quarrel with any nation. There is little doubt that can t get a nice toy for-a pen-ny.” 
the Japanese nation, brave as it is, wishes now for “I think I can,” said Un-cle smiling,
nothing so much as peace. A great deal of money “Re-al-ly! Quite a new one?” asked Mar-jo-rie
was spent in the war with Russia, and the people ea8',:£r"ly’ 
want opportunity to do the work for which they are „ Tes; some-thing you have nev-er had toe-fore,
so well fitted. ■ and I don’t think you will ev-er get tir-ed of play-

—__ ing with itj” cri-ed Uri-cle gai-ly; "but you must be
/ Nations generally try to hide the faults of their qu“Cfaod 1111 I come back this aft-er-noon." 
own army or qavy and when they have discovered „■ e-5’ we will, dear Un-cle; here are our two pen-
them set to work to remedy them before other na- he ' to r^mem’be^0"aak"ed Net"ty’ and
tions will have a chance to find out. The United tonV«m“e^ed un-til the aft-er-noon

can I do for you?" inquiry "

a boy to sweep your rooms 
upon you. I have come for the

“Well, you can have it, you little monkev you can go right to work. monkej. Anfl
way Sebastian Gorriez was introrlim- i

s^udl° of the great Murillo. He rernahies 
WSS fifteen years old, doing all the ohri iitil. ^al".te:_a.Qd bis pupils, andS taken'6 v°cad

:use

was
little notice of by any ôf.theàT . vcry

.here were a dozen or more of these young pajnt_

tan^h^^ïuiSrÿ^ iSnh^«s’
sharply for their shortcomings.

One morning when they had been worse than us- 
, he scolded t.hem unmorniînii.r “You can nsve

you do not

and
Of-

obliged to lecture themWhen -he had

«Lhfe acSlded them unmercifully. “You can nevergtmo£ yo4° i

rbeTte» 01 colors- ^
Murillo intended it for a sharp rebuke, and SBwSainiT s°acc.cpted it. Their & flushed 

? de.d pïlde' and they promised to do more 
efficient work. No one paid any heed to the nr,or 
Moorish lad, who had heard the words and who was 
blushing as furiously as some of Murillo's puniil

The next morning when the ptipils assembled 
several of them noticed that their pictures were not 
as they had left them the previous night.

“Hello! who has been here?” cried curly-head*] 
Vincenzo, one of the brightest of Murillo's nuDn 
Some one has put a child's head on my canvas that 

is none of my work.” • • nat

over

IflJlfJ «
„ He put his foot firmly on
Here was the clew! All this time when heCl

»
And here is a Virgin’s face on mine,”

Pareda, the laziest of the school “Who 
done it?” t

Others were exclaiming meanwhile, for every can
vas had received a touch of some kind, and it was all 
admirable. 1

While they were discussing the. matter, the door 
opened and Murillo entered.

“Let me congratulate you; you are improving” 
yoif”‘be maater' “Wby Pareda, that is very good for

“But It is not my work, master," said Jose, falter-

said Jose 
could have

0f/TtThe greed of gain will

The Emperor William-of Germany is a very dif
ferent man from King Leopold. He, however, has of
fended the English people. As you know, the English 
are a branch of the great' German, family. The 
Angles and the Saxons, who long ago drove out the 
ancient inhabitants of Britain, came from Germany.
Now, when people who are relations quarrel, their 
quarrels are often far more bittei- than those of 
strangers. Ever, since Germany conquered .France, 
more than thirty years ago, she has been growing 
more and more rich and powerful. All her people 
are soldiers, they are well educated and are skilful 
workmen.. But King William is Hot satisfied with 
having a great army—perhaps the greatest in the 
world—he wants to have a great navy. Now, ever 
since Queen Elizabeth’s time, when the Spanish Ar
mada was destroyed, England has been distress of 
the seas and Englishmen are resolved that no coun
try shall ever take from her that proud title. They 
are proud, of their navy and are jealous of the at
tempt of any nation to touild a fleet equal to theirs.

■ When England, in 1900, went to war with the 
Boers the emperor of Germany sent a message of 
sympathy to President Kruger. This roubed the anger 
of the English nation and she has never forgiven the 
emperor .for bis rash and unfriendly action. It was. 
however, believed by many that the Emperor Wil
liam, in spite of his big army and the great battle
ships he is building, thinks war a terrlbls'thing which 
should be avoided as long as possible. When, there
fore, he pa id .a long visit to his uncle, the king of Eng
land it was looked upon as a sign that the old hatred 
and jealousy would give place to friendliness and 
confidence. But a little thing has happened which 
shows that in England the-fire is far from being 
quenched. ...... 6

There are many things In which a king is less 
free than is his humblest subject. He must be much 
more careful In his speech, and he cannot write let
ters to anybody he likes on any subject he chooses.
Now Emperor William very often speaks unguarded
ly, and the other day he wrote a letter to Lord 
Tweedmouth, First Lord of the Admiralty. No one 
knows just what the letter Is about, but a report was 
spread that the Emperor wanted to have a voice in 
saying how many and what kind'of ships should be 
vS*1 lr!, ®ngland- Lord Tweedmouth denied this 
From all that can be learned, and that is not much 
it would seem that the letter was such as one private 
gentleman might .have sent to another, and nothing
for*1 thebean^rvgfLlm»hehmattëf . «’ it had not. been JUthe world is a better place for children to live 
wLm haDP? feeling shown in England ho harm In no*;, than it was when your grandfathers,and
Fn^nTr,* 3b£en done- There are many people, in gtitildmotMers were little boys and girls, you have
England and Germany who- think that both-nations Charles Dickens to thank for it more than any one 
might spend their money more profitably than in' eIae- Few people, perhaps no one, since Jesus took • 
building great battleships. ujv thé: little children in his arms in. Galilee and in

Judea longrago have loved the children as he did. 
His world seemed to be filled with, suffering children 
and he taughtipeople to hate the wickedness and, 
cruelty that made them miserable.

Such evil deeds as the shooting of Dancev or This he did by telling stories, not by preachingmurdet of Freedman gr! never committed bv men 01i,veb Twlst- Little Nell, Poor Joe and
whose lives have been blameless David Copperfield were some of these ill-used littlea villain all at once TheZ, onea' The bo°*« which tell about these children
listening to .nrofano nné stays out at night, very much more worth reading than many of the tales
who as he g?ows olde? f conversation,; and boys and girls -read now only to forget them almost

a Uf Fcqws Older, learns to smoke and drink ns soon aa the book is closed.
1 ;npon_a course tha*. if not Charles Dickens was born nearly a hundred years

checked, will end in ruin.- The boy or man who af°> at Portsmouth, England, where his father was
works honestly for his living and is Dure and sober. clerk in the pay office of the navy. There were six
seldom breaks the law. It requires far more bravery children. His father’s salary was small and the
and true manliness to lead a good life than to fail ... ”y waa Poor. When Charles was a very little
int<# evil ways. Neither skill nor strength are needed < fellow they moved to Chatham. He does not tell us 
to let the boat drift with the tide, but you must use I™61? or how he learned to read, but as a very little 
both to row- against the current. boy he cead books that most big boys now-a-days

and perhaps in those days, too, would have foünd 
hard to read. He did better than read, he thought of 
what he read. The people in his books were real to 
him. Like Hans Andersen, he was noted as a story
teller and he was often mounted on a table to sing 
comic songs.

Those happy days did not last tong, for his father 
moved to London and things went from bad to worse 
till at last the father was put in prison for debt and 
Charles was set to work in an old warehouse to cover 
blacking boxes. How the ten-year-old boy hated the 
work and the loneliness. He earned five shillings 
—about a dollar and a quarter—a week. He was al
ways shabby, often hungry and terribly lonely, 
last he begged his Yather to let him live near home, 
and the affectionate boy was happy when he could 
take breakfast with his family in the prison.
£af- twelve years old, sent to school again. In
Barnaby Rudge and David Copperfield he has de
scribed the schools of those days. They were, for the 
most part, places where it whs hard for children to be 
Happy or good The wise, kind teachers, so common 
today; were to he found in tout few of the schools in 
England to which the poorer children were sent. At 
fifteen, Dickens went into a law office as office lad 

His father by this time was released from prfson 
and found employment as a parliamentary reporte" 
Young Dickens loved to listen to the members speak
ing and determined that he, too, would learn to be a 
reporter. He set to work to learn shorthand. Everv 
spare minute he spent in tile British Museum reading 
books of all kinds. When he was nineteen he began 
to report the speeches of members of parliament and 
by the time he was twenty-three he was the best and 
most rapid reporter ever known. One would think 
this was work enough for this young man to have 
done. But busy as he had been with books he Md 
been far busier studying men, women and children 
He noticed everything, especially everything odd in 
manner or in dress. His keen, but kind eyes took in 
every one he met. Then he began to write, and soon 
h* had a*,LEngland laughing at his Sketches by Bo" 
and the Pickwick Papers. He married and had chil
dren of his own, whom he loved dearly He wotklLi 
country*"1 6,18 f°r 3 reSt t00k lopS rtoes intone

knn^leJ3W.v,U10t a COTner, of London that he did not 
«ns th Ie. w£8 'î?,placé. 80 bad that he did not find some good in it. His books were widely read and he became very rich and greatly honored. d

When he was a little boy he and his father were 
passing a very beautiful dwelling called Oadshm

»»»«<•'

*1 Hi® 1 >
or

ingïy.•i u yours, whoSe is It then?”
“That’s the puzzle,” answered Vincenzo.
And a puzzle it continued to be for several morn

ings, for the most wonderful things were done by the 
invisible painter,

“Well, gentlemen, I think this has gone far en
ough," said the master, “tomorrow morning we will 
come an hour earlier thart usual and see if we can
not catch this unknoivn artist at his work."

Surprised enough were they the next morning tij 
see seated at one of the pictures the “little monkey:’’ 
Sébastian Gomez. ~

“Who taught you how to paint, boy?” said the ar
tist. : ;

“You, master.” ' '
“But I never gave you a lesson.”

■ “I listened to what you told .those gentlemen and 
I remembered it.”

“Bravo, Sebastian!” cried- the school “You have 
beaten us all.”

“And I have made a painter,” said Murillo.
r-J-- UitA , : »*%, -

Some Studie*-wiH bb much more-difficult for you 
to master than others. It may be arithmetic, it mav 
be history, or it may be nothing but ». spelling lesson, 
I have known many bright people who found English 
spelling difficult. -

Very well. Devqte more time and more work to 
the hard study. The extra effort will soon give you 
a'tnost delightful feeling of mastery, never brought 
out by the easier studies, apd, strange to say. It will 
not be long before you will actually begin to like the 
difficult book!

A former teacher of mine, an expert mathemati
cian, once told rhe that when he was a boy he detest
ed mathematics; but he was determined to master it, 
and he did. And now he would rather do a problem 
In calculus than eat! But of course he is « “grown
up.” I don’t expect any of you boys to reach his ex- 
alted standpoint for a year or two!

Not

FOR THE LITTLE TOTSDrawn by Philip R. Twigg, Aged 8 Years, Victoria
"JACK-Y FISHER,”

States; however, are telling all the world how full 
of faults their ships are. came! and-how they wondêr-ed'what the new toy 

would bel^
President Roosevelt believes that no school is a fill’s voice down-stairsFinll pru-sentaly'heup- 

good one that has not a good playground, and that' stairs with a little long-'par-cel in hi shand ■' 
children should not bê forced to do work for which ,'Weii, have you been good children?” he ask-ed, 
they are not strong enough. How many boys aretheré , Yes, as good, as gOlcD Çîurse says; do show us 
in Victoria that do as much work as is good for whaf you have brought,’”JcHed Net-ty. 
them ?_ In both Canada and the United tsâtes, maby . ' , W-clep-pen-ed the-Tsajf;Cel and took out—what

faim. They learned tp be men by doing their share therriisa , h?olf t“elr1 heads and look-ed ra- mtme is tile sign op popularity, it may be judged that
of work as boys. It is a very bad thing for a little board anTÏÎ m tro”1 the cup.- the, place he holds in the hearts of his subordinates
fellow to have to work too hard, but "perhaps it is hoard, and »sk-ed Nurse for-some soap and hot . is rio., small, ope.
Worse not to be obliged to work at afi. “What are you go-ing to do”” asf-ert' m»» m Is. the son of a soldier, and he was born

rie cu-ri-ous-ly " *° •- ask-ed Mar-jo- sixty-five years ago. At thirteen he became a naval
Nearly all boys and girls will have read of the “Well, first ôf all I am go-ine to make seme P-t,*’ aU not lonS after he was fighting as a middy

terrible accident. In. the school in GolUngwdod, Ohio, mds. lik4 this,” said Un cle “a^d thm we wîu o-uer; the Crlmea'
where one hundred and spVenty children were burned the win-dow—I’ll see they don't fall out Nurse- then
to death. None of us can even imagine the sorrow I fill the pipe with suds, and blow! You watch’'”
of the mothers and fathers of that little town. It will , The twins watch-ed breath-less-iy as a ti-nv buh 
be many years before that terrible day can be for- - bla ap-pear-ed at the end of the pipe and grew and 
gotten. I grew, un-til, as Un-cle wav-ed his pipe, it flew off

That awful waste of life might have been pre- an<* a--way„ ov-er the gar-den, chang-ing
vented if there had not been a panic. It is true, the mof,Kl°,v£"*y co"lors be-Jore it burst,
school was bally planned, but the children, might xt * ?h h*>w ■Do let me tr
have escaped if they had not crowded on the stair- iNe;,„yeag"er"ly- .
ways. If we could only >tearn not to give way to mad tTn pî^re you are> and here is Mar-jor-ie’s pipe,” said
wo“béT;ofedlea8t °ne half the danser 0f flre . us see who can blow the best!”

What fun it was! The twins were quite sor-ry 
i when tea-time came and they had to stop.
nevptoy?’” ask"ed trn’?lV “what do you think of my

. "Ut*« tihe ye-nlc-est' injthe world,” cri-ed Net-ty 
while, Mar-jor-ie arf-ded with a kiss, “And you are 
the ve-ry nic-est Unr,cle in ' the world too.”

F. M. H.

The Strong Man of the Navy
• Sir Jdhn Fisher, G. C. B„ O. M„ Admiral of the 
Fleet, is a silent man. He does not write to the 
papers, nor dues he make spèeches—“He does not. ad
vertise,” as Kipling wrote of another “great, little 
man”—tout-he works, works; works very nearly night 
and day in the interests of the Navy be knows loves. i — and

Sortie Mottoes
An explanation of the gallant Admiral’s silence 

may possibly be found in a tale he tells of his first 
ship—a small two-decker—qf cqurse sail-rigged. .

“When I first went on board,” he says, “I saw en
graved tn great, big gold letters the word “Silence.” 
Underneath wap another good motto, “Deeds, not 
jvords.” I have put that into every ship I have com
manded . since.”

In-to the

trjr!F ex-claim-ej

There is another good motto jstory in connection 
with “Jacky” Fisher.

When he way commander-in-Chief in the Medi
terranean he wènt to inspect a small destroyer of on
ly sothe 250 tons.

The young lieutenant in command—he had so 
much swagger he might have been in charge of a line 
o’ battle ship—showed his superior round.

The little craft was in beautiful order, but when 
■Jacky” reached the wheel he saw on it some most 
unofficial carving. . -

War Horses at School ^
A chum who lives bear a cavalry barracks sends 

me some interesting particulars as to the training of 
horses for military purposes, which is by no means 
an easy task.

• . They have to be. taught, for example, to gallon 
fearlessly up to à line - of infantry Who are blazing 
away with their rifles—loaded, of course,, with blank 
cartridge. Even more severe is the ordeal qf facing 
batteries of cannon, and it is a curious fact in this 
connection that since smokelesh powder "came into 
general use thousands of horses which " would face 
without flinching the smoke of guns using black 
powder, Were found to flinch and shy at the flash and 
roar of cordite and melinite. ,

Besides what may be termed the battlefield train
ing, there is also field work

■O
CHARLES DICKENS

r.

I
/ •

There are some very wicked men in our city just 
mon Murder and rot>t>ery have become far too com-

, , across -country, with
steeplechasing, jumping over hurdles, and similar ex
ercise. The education of the modern war-horse also 
includes the swimming of deep and wide rivers. Af
ter a time, in tmany cases, the horse becomes as ar
dent a warrior his rider, and will. instantly obev 
the word of command without needing any guidance 
from the rein.

are
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-WITH THE POETS
A Very Exceptional Eskimo

Shall I tell you a few of the things I. know 
Of a very exceptional Eskimo?
If you don’t believe!—tout of course you will— 
Strange things have happened and happen still; 
And some of the strangest things eVer known 
Occur 'far. up in the Arctic Zone.

In the Arqtic Zone by the Great North Pole 
Lives this Eskimo, in a scooped-out hole 
In a great snow.-bank that-is mountain high— 
If you reached the top you could touch the sky! 
And his clothes he views with a- proper pride, 
They are all white fur with the fur inside.

-5»For months engineers have been trying to find 
out why the great Quebec brllge fell. They have 
come to the conclusion that the plan was wrong. The 
engineers were not skilful enough to construct such 
a very long bridge. They did their best, but they 
failed. If those in charge of the work had been as 
wise and watchful as they ought to have been the 
loss of life might have been saved. The company ' 
should have employed an engineer to watch the work 
as it was going on. The workmanship was good and 
the materials used strong. It will be possible to re
build the bridge, but It will cost more than the one 
which was brokén would have done.

r
Drawn by M. Smith, Aged 14" Years, Victoria

At When he wishes his friends to come to dine ■: 
He calls them up on the Polar Line 
And says, "Please come at the hour of two.
And partake of a dish .of sealskin .stew,
With codfish oil and a water-ice 
And a blubber - pudding that’s very nice!”

When he goes to ride he can start bis sleigh 
And never stop for a whole long day—
Liekety whiz-z-z! Down a slope of white! 
AmVa reindeer carries him back at night,
While the polar bears from his path he warns 
By blowing one of the reindeer’s horns!
When he goes to ■ bed it is not enough 
To hide his nose ih a bearskin muff,
But his ears he whips, if it«s very cold, 
to a feathdr-bed, and I have been told 
That he toasts his head—for it really, seems,
If he didnt, the cold might freeze his dreams!

—Isabel Ecclestone Maekay, in St. Nicholas.

Working Together
Said a sunbeam one day to a bright drop of dew,
“We are small folks indeed and oh what can we do? 
For you are but water and I am but light;
What would happen I wonder did -we but unite?”
So the sunbeam shone out on the small drop of dew 
And there soon came a sight that was lovely to view, 
For the dewdrop became a small world all of light, 
And it glistened all lovely and'radiant and bright. 
You can’t do without me," said a handful of soil 

To a little brown,seed, “nor grow for "your toll;
Just, drop down <Jn me and lie quiet a bit;”
And the small seed lay there till a flower, all sweet, 
Sprang up in the garden, and many passed by,

, And said that Its colors were sweet to the eye; 
he ’ Thus you see, little folks, that it often is true

What one can’t do alone may be managed by two.
—Frank tills.

NATURAL HISTORY
The sponge Is a right good feUow, lpo gentle and 

soft, and such a help to a child in his Washing.
,, t? îhe days when you were very little, the sponge 
lived down at the vyv bottom of the deep blue sea. 
He was a very wonderful little creature, because he 
had no legs, and yet he could stand, for he grew on 
a stone. He had neither eyes nor ears, neither "arms 
nor hands, and yet God knew how to feed him. For 
he had not one mouth, but many hundreds of mouths, 
and with these,he swallowed the salt water. All day 
and all night he drank it in and spluttered it out 
again, and that was all he had to do.

Frona the minute animals in the sea-water the 
sponge built up hundreds of fine cells and fibres ar
ranged round many tubes, so that they could swallow 
the water quickly.-.. The little cells grew together like 
a delicate web.

waS an inscription, and it read, “Ut VeniantIt
,Omnes.It will be a splendid thing for the big boys of 

Victoria if there is a .fine new Young Men’s Christian 
Association building in the city. There will be a 
good gymnasium and. a pleasant reading room in it 
as well as other rooms where boys and young men 
ca.n spend an evening in Innocent amusement. Such 
a building is much needed in this city, and it is to 
be hoped, not only that the city council will give a 
grant, towards it, but that every one who 
contribute something towards making 
Young Men’s Christian Association 
worthy of our beautiful city.

He
is tM3a?”°!” Sa'd the Commander, “what the dickens

'em all come!’ sir,” answered the 
t, ’ saluting. ;
“Now that was a motto after “Jacky’s" own 

ir,e»rtitas he,®$plained ' afterwards; it was not boast
ing. It was the sense of* conscious efficiency.”

• V., A Bluff Seadog
is said of Admiral Fisher that he Is very honest 

ana £rank~-'aa frank as only a sailor can be— ’
ttoth'^hUideTr^ftond6"151^ Why the plain’ blubt

nn was a. sretZ favorite with Queen viqtorift. and 
hnrSa6 ♦hC0a8|10i*’ '"Jb eÙe was Paying a visit to Os- 
cussed tbe v"*a t of a French admiral was being dis-

“loo ten-an

can
Victoria’s 

Building one

ready and anxious to work. They have found em
ployment. already. Most of them have gone to tha 
country, and a number of women have taken situa
tions in houses in town. These steady heartv Fn. 
lish folk will find this great country a,rod mao,?; 
live in. The little children will have pletoy to eat 
and fresh air. to breathe. They and the children who 
are at School in our province, now have a vert la™ 
and a very rich country to work in. The littto hands 
must grow arge and skilful and tiie minds mustbe 
not only well stored with knowledge tout trained to 
plan wisely and act promptly, if British Columbia is 
to become some day a great country. God has given 
us a splendid situation, a fine climate, and rich re
sources. Men must do the rest

ladies, and you children, too.

Relations between France and Britain were nnt Pleasant then as they now are.and Queen Viet^a 
took occasion to remark to "Jacky" • a

“We hope you will be very nice to vais."
siresMit^am’ ’ repUed he’ “* wln kl8S hlm- « he

a„sIll,1?£2.S,rdobr Zas appointed Second Sea Lord, 
a-Pd *n toat capacity he was responsible for the order 
which gave the engineers a rank in the ship more in 
accordance with their important positions. 
t,r,A^d»,?0W “Jishting Jacky” has reached the very 
tpp qf his profession. ,He is Admiral of the Fleet—he 
was appointed in December two years ago—and, in- 

02 h^yinK to retire at the age of sixty-five he 
yiii be ab!e:to work for his beloved Navy until -

“Good h/rto Jacky" U1L -

Admiral Ger-

de-

A Wonderful Dog
I resolved to teach ray dog to spell his. name. 1 

dre5L ^be. 'etters of the alphabet on' squarè bits of 
cardboard and laid them in front of him, the letters 
of bis name_mlxed In with others which he was not 
to use, I did not teach him the names of the letters 

•but simply said: "Let me see you spell your name.

The young King Manuel of Portugal must be a 
brave 1ad. Although Barcelone is fuit of people who
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