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k THE CITIZEN’S DUTY IN DEFENCE
G

HE twelfth meeting of the National ment—(heajThearé—and Supposing that the question could be put to every
Defence Association, the first of the us all to know that thfhead of"m nrLfnt admilis ^fb°di?^nian the kingdom: What is the titi-
present session, was held on Monday, tration should have given expression^ to ittnQdtoiler IL f,r!t duty ln ufe? the answer in at least eight
November 18, 1907, at the Imperial ago than in the year 1900 .1 "ases out of ten, I venture to say, would be: To pay

srcrfeaerysM sess's k!s££2« *" sz, ss
a4 =*i,r£„ sr jztnszsUiss; SB^ïï-25'Ssats'sijk

“mnng,'-™h wasendubhehonoret his" ffiSR woWbe^tKay^fiTwéy tolUe?

said: “Gentlemen, when we elected heart, he thinks: “Why certainlv” Of course I ttotlAnd ls essential to it. The only enemy he
our President for the following year should!” He does not realize the/'the best of him , S ls want; and that is an enemy known to only
this afternoon, Sir George Goldie, he would be of less use than a drummer hml that in thl !°° many of our People. When he thinks of the pro- 

had come upon him as “a mass he could off*? no mtre ^totance toan a flock t®=tlon home and women and children he
bolt from the blue." When I arrived here this of sheep; that his very existence would vastlv em tbeir protection from want, from starvation
evening I had no idea I should have to take the chair, barrass the tiny army of educated firhtcr» who we.od and the bailiffs, or from discomfort and shortness of
and I can assure you that it came upon me as “a bolt be saddled with his protection fronf the cash, according to his position in life.
from the blue." Now considering the sort of day we from the horrors of national nanic nemy’ ana And please remember, gentlemen, that this is a
have had, I think.two “bolts from the blue" in one day Put, you might sav it is onen to him to sufficiently serious problem for the vast majority;
in our changeable climate is rather above the average: diering by entering'thé armv or if oo^JLit a?d tbat that vast majority consists of the very peo-

I merely mention this in case I may fall short in to do that, he can jbin the auxiliary force, Tt il ooeo Pe. Who have had least opportunity of realizing the
my duties as the Chairman. I am not a ready speak- to him—he may join' Gentlemen7behlte mV =och nature of other and broader aspects of the citizen’s
er, who can talk upon any subject at any moment or abstract facts as these have wro’lim» bLnn’e. ,duty’ ,But- in my opinion, the majority in all classes
at any time, and I think it would have been kinder if the average BritishllbJretiafre 7ike’ from the hlBhest to the lowest, in suppos-
uur Secretary Mr Johnson, had given me a little more as a man and VcUtoen I hale said ^hat h?| Motion J that payin® one’s way and respecting the laws is
t.me to invent a few impromptus. Now we must get duty ls paying his wav and ohtvmJlhVio Jf^f the whole duty of citizenship, and that the taking of
to business. We have received letters from Lord country- And = ,„™ay and obeying the laws of his any other more direct share in the work of national
Iveagh and Sir Gilbert Parker, both of whom were the lawé arc „„Ier? Sood notion, too, providing that defence is purely and simply a matter of personal in-Sked here as our guests tonight, expressing their sin- IVty lf theVale^noVtoeViVut.mVIhVVb h * Wb°'e cIinatIon a"d talt^ol™t all one of duty^andhonor,

i re regret that engagements prevent them from at- at fault tney are not" tben I submit that the laws are and obligation.
U‘wValV lucky tonight in having Mr. Dawson to th erelrta^6 tW6nty mllHOnS °f people in are^lVglVnVtVdo ^‘‘and thVyoVngsteVîaTé “hVts
mad a paper for us. You are probably all aware that Ireti villi who haye to concentrate their energies going to be a lawyer oVa doctoror a butcher or a
rr- Dawson is the author of the book called “The 5îîtt«,<Cï>8el?«i,ÎP0® the task ot earning something un- candlestick-makery the mature citizen does not'think

ssage, which, no doubt, most of you have read. llne“ a w??k’ and 1 P«t it to you that of adding, "?e^bét what lié you going in for to Se
1: is going to read us a paper on "The Citizen's Duty 11 woald n°t be reasonable to expect these people to military line’ What kind of luufrvI f'efchce,” and, in view of the discussion whichfol- of performing the wholé duty ot you takV" l»d,™,emen in eM.tiég cirelmftaérel
'h’ 1 shail be obliged if while he is speaking those anrt ™n»Ht°«tS de Tthe m,e.thods lald down by our laws what is there to make the asking of such a question

gvi.Uemen who wish to take part in it will send me up S?^5onU*i5tion’ 1 would say further that it is vain natural? What bearing has it upon the workaday life
i r names. I think it has been the rule, or the eus- !” ®*pec* the sam.e thing even from the more pros- of the quite average British citizen’ He knows^that
!' :1 rather, that any speeches after the Paper has passes; vain, because, reasonable or not, the he can look round upon the bulk of his associates and

n r®ad. s,hoa d be more or less circumscribed in expectation is not justified by fact. pastors and masters, his leaders and employers’ his
rive1 W thefe was some limit laid down—wheth- ARfi?e<nt,,hiutory’ and 016 exPerience of themselves heroes and his legislators, and say of them that they
live or ten minutes I do not know-but as there aad their fathers—that hr what the views of our peo- know nothing of any military trailing He knolé

I a very small gathering here tonight, no doubt the p e regarding their duty are based upon. And what that though, when he applies for certain posts he mav
-inkers won't keep us up too late. does that teach in the matter of Defence? Iam be asked where he wel” to school anl what hîtoé
1 ’ x son alVéskilV P.lea^ure n°wln introducing Mr. ®P®aklnB now of the great majority of the populace, learned of this, that, and the other, he will never, nev-
; amilnniV'V h‘m t0 read hls PaPer- (Hear, ™bicb includes the classes from which the rank and er be asked what Is his average score at the rifle butts

p af”d:appJ?use ) , v «le of our recruits are drawn. It teaches that if a or what.drilling course he has been through
,'madà End SnéeWkS bX,son)? admiring references man is yeung, adventurously inclined, and without I once said something of this sort to a member of 

ord FrlnU Vv Td ,inS’ MJ’ Dawson continued an>- sort of opening in life, it is open to him to enlist. the British House of Commons who had just finished
a élv ééV’tn y LorrdS and Gentlemen: If he is not young, quite young, soldiering ls not only addressing an election meeting.

«mirtivé rWl aBr { was enjoying the highly in- ”®t expected of him, but it is forbidden him. If any- something to this effect:
which œntJin. wfttlé tfaveHing through a country thing more profitable offers,’as it generally does, he “But the facts are against you. A large number'
the entire area of the RHtiahY fr°Ptier-l, one"third of may quite honorably dismiss soldiering finally from of citizens do recognize our needs in this matter. How 
ni- patriotismes hlééi^é lh^1^6" ,.Tne,best kind hls mlnd and enter another walk of life, with the full else do you account for the Army we have and the
lelf that W’i VfW characteristic of the peo- approval of all his pastors and masters—if he cares Auxiliary Forces ?"

Ivith ra”- Vnd “52 endowed for that—and with the example before him of the I wish the question could have been put to some
v hlch to me was very’ ltHkhV°n<rieSS f°F usinB most honorable and successful representatives ot member of this Association rather than to an ignor- 
iust as I was getting toto bM né „°IL°ne 0,Ccasi°n,’ fJFf °th®r section of the community. I think that amus like myself. I had no figures, such as you lould
1-1 in T ronnivJi S lnto bed on a transcontinental is a fair statement of fact. have used, to overwhelm my politician I could notman ’who had boariled^trillV®”?6' ï™ 'fVT’SOme P°cket-money to spare, Bive him statistics showing thé iron necessity undJ
Place, to address a gathering at hlLwLr nl ®toPPinS and is interested in that kind of thing, he can take to which the physical standard for recruits has had to be
ins, in a well-known agricultural nliUrolü lLmorn- volunteenng; but no human creature he ever met will lowereti year by year till it embraces not alone boys,
iect of “The Comm^rëto Prosit, If . y u of c°mment if he prefers hop-scotch— but boys who are very distinctly below the average
I explained while tndîL™i P J £ th Great West’ whatever that may be—or billiards. And he mav be ln Physique. Neither had I any figures about the

. that I knew very fittlé If emmerai Id^ Py3aé Pardoned if he adds to this the conclusion that, if he shortage of officers, or the generally admitted insuf-
the “Great West,” towards which - -lie °f wants really to win all-round approval and respect— £lciency a”d inefficiency of our present military forces,
that moment. But, with éhéélctelistto ’ !° success- in fact—he had better leave all L^as not even able to tell him, what is known to
my visitor proceeded to reassure me with thp ahv thl*1 trl!llns severely alone, and devote hls leisure to ®ï fryon® h®r® *?nlBht, I believe, that, while the area
remark that “Oh, well, you know outsiders £h mastery of that sort of knowledge which enables 2£,lhî B.rltish Empire has increased more than ten-
most of the game!” é d always see a man to better himself." That way lies far more of f?ld dur„mB the past century, and its population by

Well, I am glad to be able to sav that r did kudos and of material prosperity than are likely to sixteen-fold, and its commerce by about eighteen-fold,
! low this excuse to lead me into Itemntin, «I „ d C°me °f rl«e-shooting. y ° yet. our total effective fighting forces number less by

dress on the “Commercial Prospects of^the Great But’ 11 miBht be said, there have been innumerable hundred 1??lleve 11 is now nearer a
West: but, gentlemen, relying trustfully on veil Public utterances on the subject; the people have I^îd lot elleli thilkM id nh® y®ar 18°5’ 
ruuneous indulgence, I do now put this forward as been told tbeir duty often enough, ln parenthesis snrh » dZL=Jl think to point out how monstrously
the " Str)justification caa auggeet for mv remerill gentlemen, I would just like to point out that m,ito , “ * a decrease as this is accentuated by the far
in addressing the distingto "ed^d-I 7m a"- eikbb but of ten of the pubUc utterances Î have hlard ^relgtoTf SSr ’TYF ln„, the armed
■ ry learned company which is gathered together on the subject of the Citizen’s Duty in Defence have did ^ . th® world- But what I
"I tonight; just this-that the veriest outsidéf mal ^eluded some remark to the effect that anl lLgll! forces noT^t an a, 22M?ldLcS.r pre5en£ mlutary

whkh°“=S Ihe attention °ot the"fe°eli^™^ a^eeborn^ople^ltYthe BrttfZTLZ but aTduTto «Tree distil t011"6"'" *****

’n Lm‘h ye* gentIemen’ tbat there are circumstances Ia shof1’ gentlemen, that Britons never, last desperato^Moéral ^Secoua™™ ^r^eri’stoLl
,h-, l p.!gnlJranCe_ab/ence of technical knowledge, L 6 a,nd î.hat We’ thank Heaven! are among Is of a certail numblr of mll and
mtiol n Lltil868 and advantages, no less than ere- j PeoPles- t° that we can pay men to do grown lads in whom the spirit of adventure Inhibé
r it ,1 ^ enables a man to approach highly compli- ^ur ^Shting for us, and that Britons would never love of arms for arms sake was nnf rioori « ^

« <luestions with frankness, without prejudice dream of accepting the slavish system under which whom, therefore military service anrw»al^l,^ad, t0
kimi IflTmnM, ? learainB. eye. It give? him a 6Very man ia obliBed to take his turn at soldiering means’ Ir^Mga^n^ct a^^n^Uon- 
helpful. TOsP I reaVll^thYlk^hlt th>metimuSiSerloUS,y But in auy ciise, gentlemen, public utterances do not a sense of duty. And, thirdly, to the existence 
thoroughly inexpert^s™P*iclty of the ”°t amount to very much where the man in the street among us of a certain small leaven of men and lads, in
honest good intent behind it mJt' Provid*nB there is ^ndbl® sen®® ot d«ty are concerned. Neither, to a ranks of life, who from family counsel and tradi-

Xmv , d *’ ay have lts. value. JOdBe from the present accounts of shortage of army tlon’ or from Personal strength of character, did ac-
Duiv in’ nlr—,°Ur Chairman thinks of the Citizen’s of!l°ers’ aad the like, do they count for very much tually recognize and obey a sense of duty which di-
tiioue-h? rEll tFrand a11 kn°w that he has yith—shall we say, for distinction’s sake —the man rected them to learn to take a real part in the defence
'Sle nf U l i quSstion to some real purpose-I ™ the house. I don’t mean St. Stephen's, of course ot their native land. P ® detenCe
rav Of hilhto techll.^aCed aî, on?e by a baffling ar- £b°u,gh ^en there I cannot think that public and ot- , While paying all possible honor to the members
some weilh7 llehpîbî1 c°mplicatlons. with the tire- bcial utterances regarding the citizen's duty in De- °f this third section, ancl welcoming the spirit of those
high position aid antaeonism of which his fence have counted for so much as they should, or of the second section, I claimed that it was absurd to
too familiar11 A rîd ®tudl|a have made him only Surely parllment would have spoken plainly about it suSgest that these prove the nation’s recognition Ind
even desirable îf’ °1 course, inevitable, and through the one mouthpiece which the average Brit- acceptance of the Citizen’s whole Duty in Defence

Book haa never beglectedor ignored-the ^tatuto a^rfa£only cowardice on the nation’s part could 
this Assorietiel l; ? ^ ln.the aims Which I believe Book- exp ain the continued sheltering of all the rest of us
with my party—withatheeoltsrdOelsarthC0nCerneid reaiUy N°’ Bentlemen, speaking for the average man in MrtMnlt|ldltl|0nS ln ^h*ch the whole burden of active
With the people who In the the f®nera! Public, the street, I must submit that the Duty of the Citizen ?HlC Pa*t 0r! in °U,r, defence was left to these three

vou are looking at it pretty hard lid and by no means obligatory) never reach the great will leétwlfd«w l f<? V then and thar!”

E
tore «Msr"**«•’“ xrsuiF.s.Kis -r*;„'**Ss81® sv^sursssi nh*ve
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Englishman's notion of hfs duty aI t u Self a proof of the justice of my contention that tL:V ’vs nf sh°uld pay his way and obey the ht Whicl? course would you suggest should appeal to &reat bulk of our people, the average men and women
that- but He does not see very far beyond ^Citizen’s Duty in Defence? To en- who make up the nation, have no real understanding

80 *ar» ^ think it fair to say, he is as e-onri a *er arm^* There is no need for me to remind whatever of the actual Duty of the Citizen with r/
,eu 88 any other in the world. But this vnn you that during the past couple of years he has seen £urd to Defence. They never will have until It is'*«"

V" mi’"fhiT’ fdt°hS n,îf touch the question of Defence thah army redu°ed by thousands—by 30,000 or 40,000, thoritatively and formally defined for them with the
-i -ab?u^ the citizen’s conceptions of his ,i,., ' perhaps. And, in any case, it has never been, sug- same clearness that our duty is defined for us in nIh,.r-Lt/lL Gentlemen, he hasn’t any. Troally aiding g?sted to that this is his duty; but rathelthft matters: such a« education/ Vaccination sltotation
ii finfi*err nS tG tbe average man, he has not got anv’ llke emigration, it is one of his last resources, when ratepaying, and other fundamentals of citizenship '
v v -f. **VaSie notIon that governments are not what wv,Ptl!er,C?lrSe ,S °pen to hlm’ The auxiliary forces? There are certain rudimentary duties of life which
h ret0 b6’ a,,d that he’ the citizen; il paytog B1Ch °UhJ2* and how’ and why? uniess his Inclin: by for=e of circumstances and by tbe

itoh the nose in the matter of taxation voZhu! ations and circumstances happen to lead him in this . traditions of our civilization, as, for example7 the
™ defences Keem from all accounts to be in a dlr.ectlo”?. Th?1"6 la nothing to show him that actoai * P^mary and generally admitted duty of ^aiing ou^ 

p poor way. 10 »e In a duty points this way, as there is to show fathers the Tly and making provision for those depeldént ul"
rout,- Lord Salist,ury said, “The defence of the duÎ7 efJ”®ÎLIn8r ^heir children learn to read and - f8' Somfe men need forcing even to this; but there

assure srfBF; kt «s- -xlÂ Ein the masshavlllel Tom and Dick are clerical underlings in a news- cïl^élto ^îlVlgllre respectabfe.
v , fmé i 1 B lhal trulh and acting upon It’ Paper office, let us say. Tom devotes his leisure to fence and9 rellto l l.th Cjl zen 3 1>uty ln De"
.11y r,/hq knows our people, or human nature gen- the study ot shorthand and public meetings. Dick quite unchallelgéd^ aS?®»16' p®ffe=tly normal,

1 ,r|V-fl Lhat, matter, would suggest that the late Sives hls to volunteering. Tom presently gets a renor- nature Is constfifitéd "l”6' accordlnSly, for so human
, ,'..1 8burU statement of the truth was sufficient tership, and double pay, and a rise ln the^social lltie the great majorité dôHdnl°eS bf®1®0.1 11-1 speak of

) i °I C°irse’ that we have had eloquent and’ while Dlck remains a clerical underling. Dick may ini rtreun?étolceT one V^t ?lB‘eCt U’ and’ ln exlst-
S: SrVSZtlV/r batriots tike Lore also become a good shot; butMhat wllf not affect hto isYstamattero^ éérslna.inlirtïoé6"56 b'amed' tt 
i--.cn bclicvlim tbat,every member of this assocl- income by one penny. Which course commends itself And It is not by aly méané cWr wh=, „

-e he ,aé V,®, S’-atement, and promulgates it most to Mrs. Tom and Dick, and to their respective the man should adopt who has glimmering <1°si®6
! : iods of brio-ring it rilofl uwereto be the only “l'cle3. Which man Is regarded as the more success- satisfaction with this state of thing" Tlfereé^lé

’ ' n theseKln 'lVfF ht?6 to every man and ful- and therefore the more worthy of respect? Does definitely understood track for him to "follow thlulh
ivn ié™ making them realize in any Perso” venture to suggest that Tom Is remiss in there may be half a dozen possible «I tS

n. ; cl ,VeTa, nnt JLTVl g °f “’ then’ ®entle- Wa? °r bahS, £a,lled tQ do hls duty as a citizen? On thing is that if he takes any one of thlm hell col
T -u .ht j d i . younBeat man here th® contrary, his income grows steadily, like his re- scious, not simply of sharing the common lot If

r !i - T w£?l h . d that task’ Nay’ with all Pute’ and he presently is able to subscribe to a fund citizens and taking his jùst share in th™ resnonsi
•-. Vi, tliVi ZTar\l° go,very much farther, by mean» of which Dick is helped to emigrate—cleri- biiities of hls race, but, on the contrary, of Sreffitog

1^atIbel !ev.e the British empire would cal underlings, even when they are good shots, being himself gratuitously with distinct penalties which 
I ] ,. L 7 d, lst before the end was achieved I always a drug in the market. B attach to the work of stepping aside from the

' m tyh„°n?w‘f!rk7ly °ne’ Bentiemen, how- I have outlined an extreme case, you say. Cer- m°l hlBhway He is penalized for having
1 i i\f nnr^lherS which can carry definitely au- tainly; because I wanted It to strike you But iren fCUî£ 86,186 of ,J?atL0,nal, nUty than his fellows, and 

■ w enu fw m^?nlng }° the great mul- tlemen, it Is a perfectly possible case; and while ft is ln^e race wIti? ^is  ̂fellow-citizens for livelihood
[ 'ho soverpio-n6 Br ^J1 Put)licj and that is the voice a possible case I submit that the people of England in 8U6Cess he i8 handicapped by what many of

- - and'ludgts TtZuZs of th° ^ a"d °ranky V,6W of

91 hdmttwh£h would bVe6^ byT tter^ofÆ
’-d homes ought to be the duty of every man eaa. of soidiers. cheering of a passing body ^W^Natlon^'

/
of the qulte average members of 

our public. There are thousands of men who fought 
us in South Africa, and who, as a consequence, 

wW*n?Vervregained thelr footlnS in the fierce race 
• which is what life means to millions of our fellow- 

suibjects. It is with the utmost deliberation, and, I 
believe, with simple truth, that I would say of the 
flower of our young manhood in England today that, 
even it the duty of undergoing adequate military 
training were generally recognized—which it is not 
—it would still be impossible of attainment without 
grave loss, and risk of loss, and all-round hand!- 
capping in the business of life, as understood by 
tX.?Se.Wlî0 bave to arn their own living. I am not 
able to back such statement with satistics, hut I 
believe, gentlemen, that it is based upon common 
knowledge and correct observation, and I do not 
think it will be disputed by anyone who has tested

question, but I do wish to say, gentlemen, with regard 
to its national and moral aspect, that I can conceive 
or no higher aim, no more truly patriotic purpose 
ror such a body as the National Defence Association 
than that of honestly placing before the British pub- 
lic once and for all the real meaning of that 
sistently misrepresented phrase, the Duty of the 
Citizen in Defence, and demonstrating politically 
and in all other ways the fact that this responsi­
bility concerns not this class or the other class, but 
every single citizen among us.

It is fair to say, I think, that our legislators, and 
such influential bodies as this Association, have in 
this matter a heavy responsibility upon their shoul­
ders. And in this I think some good may he done by 
insisting upon a definite facing of the question -by 
candidates for parliament, and, it might be, by actu- 
ally providing candjdates pledged to serve reform. 
It is a matter in which a people must not be ex­
pected to act of their own volition, save under pres­
sure of instant peril or dire catastrophe. I think we 
have a right to expéet that our leaders should truly 
lead in this matter, rather than follow with one eye 
on the gallery and the voting barometer. Common 
prudence demands that the leaders should take defin­
ite action, without waiting till peril or panic shall 
cause the people to “turn and rend the Jawers and 
talkers who prevent us from being prepared to meet 
invasion." You may guess that I am quoting, or I 
should not venture upon so emphatic a form. The 
words are those of one whose authority in military 
matters is not lightly to be set aside—Field-Marshal 
Lord Wolseley.

In this matter of legislation which should give 
us a system at national military training, and so 
enable every man among us to perform what is stated 
to be the duty of every single citizen, I believe, for 
example, that if the present Prime Minister, whose 
view as to the duty of every man in national de­
fence I have quoted to you, 
measure for the provision of imperial and obligatory 
military training in Britain, the great and
powerful majority he represents in parlla-
nfent would be overthrown. Indeed, gentle­
men, I find it hard to believe that if the Pre­
sents in parliament would be overthrwno. Indeed, 
gentlemen, I find it hard to believe that if the Pre­
mier sought to give legislative reality to his ex­
pressed view of our national duty in this all-import­
ant matter, he would find one single voice raised 
against him from the opposition side of the House.

There is a little country in Europe where, as you 
know, the directest possible method is in use for ob­
taining the people’s verdict upon legislative meas­
ures. In that country—Switzerland—the percentage 
of soldiers—of soldiers actually trained and ready 
to take the field—to all males of military age ln the 
whole populace is no less than 67 per cent You are 
doubtless aware that in Great Britain it is under 
11 per cent.

But, gentlemen, as I see these things, it is not 
alone even upon national grounds, It is also upon 
moral and social grounds, and as a matter of simple 
justice, that I would urge the absolute need of mak­
ing the Citizen’s Duty in Defence applicable to every 
citizen, understood by every citizen, and as obliga­
tory upon him as his duty in sending his children to 
school, his duty ln providing them with a roof (as 
well as protecting it), or his duty in paying his rates 
and serving on juries. It is a measure of justice, 
humanity, and social progress that the thing appeals 
to me quite as forcibly as in the interests of National 
Defence.

me.
per-

Ia

said that it

it.
And this, gentlemen, is where I think we are 

radically at fault. It is the moral and human aspect 
ot the whole thing which appeals to me so strongly. 
"L'°lklng at d as one wko has everything to learn 
and nothing but his own personal conviction to back 
him, I can see neither common justice nor common 
sense in our present National Defence. Gentlemen, 
at the risk of displeasing you, I must go farther, 
and say that if, as I was told today, the National De­
fence Association aims at no more than the spread 
of military training among those who choose it, and 
care for it, then, with all deference, I cannot think 
that the Association’s aim goes far enough for com­
plete justice. That is how it seems to me. I can­
not see how, with justice, we can saddle the willing 
horses alone with what is admittedly the positive 
duty of ali. The whole team must share it fairly.

With regard to the practical efficiency and ade­
quacy of our present system, I prefer to go to ex­
perts for my opinions rather than to trust to my own 
technically ill-equipped powers of observation or 
reason. As a taxpayer I bairn contributed my mite 
towards the costly mechanism which has produced 
our experts, and given them both knowledge and 
authority.’ It would be absurd for me to quote to 
members of this Association the opinions of our 
senior Field-Marshals, of our Chairmah ot this 
evening, of our leading generals, of the Roval Com­
mission on the War, or of the Royal Commission on 
the Auxiliary Forces. They are all known to you, 
and they all, as I understand them, prohibit the pos­
sibility of regarding our existing military defences 
as adequate.

With regard, then, to the aspect in estimating 
which every man must use his own judgment—the 
moral aspect of this question of National Defence— 
I find myself in complete harmony with the publicly 
expressed view of most of our leaders and author­
ities. Take, for example, two—the present Prime 
Minister and the gentlemen responsible for the Re­
port of the Commission on the Auxiliary' Forces. It 
seems to me wise to quote, even a second time, the 
head of our present Administration. Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman stated in the House of Com-' 
mons that “the personal duty of the defence of the 
sanctity of our country and homes ought to be the 
duty of every man capable of beâring arm#.’’ The 
Commission on the Auxiliarx Forces reported that 
“It is the duty of every citizen of military age and 
sound physique to be trained- for the national de­
fence." The Report, you will note, said “every
zen.” Tlfe Prime Minister said “every man.”__
law, custom, recent tradition, public opinion,, and an 
astonishingly large majority of public men, when 
questioned in the presence of voters, all alike com­
bine to misinterpret these statements in communi­
cating them to the average citizen, and in place of 
“every man” and “every citizen” to say, in effect 
“every truly patriotic man," or "every really con-’ 
seientlous citizen,” or, ln other words, “everybody 
who is » inclined that way and whose «ireumstances 
make the undergoing of such training convenient"

That, gentlemen, ia my quarrel with the citizen’s 
Duty in Defence as it ls understood and as it is 
placed before us by those set in authority. I sub­
mit that it is consistently misinterpreted and mis­
represented by the whole weight of public and 
legislative authority and tradition before it reaches 
the man most concerned—the average citizen. In 
this, it seems to me, our leaders and teachers are 
very gravely at fault; and those of them who seem 
to me most culpably to blame are the gentlemen of 
high public standing who continue to seek an inex­
pensive kind of popularity, by asserting in season and 
out of season—if such statements can ever be in 
season—that for a people so highly educated in free- 
lorn and liberty of conscience as ourselves com­
pulsory military training or service must ever be ab­
horrent and impracticable. Such statements are 
amply sufficient to stultify and make void in the 
public view the Royal Commission’s verdict regard­
ing the duty of “every citizen" and the Prime Minis­
ter s just estimate of the “personal duty of every 
man.” Surely there can be nothing abhorrent to a 
free people in legislative definition and regulariza­
tion of that which ls admittedly the duty, not of 
those who like it, but of “every man.” But our peo­
ple are consistently encouraged to regard it as ab­
horrent. Upon what grounds?

Well, I have been at some pains to discover those 
grounds, and have sought information from a large 
variety of people. I have found two main reasons 
set forth as Justifying England ln declining to fall 
}nt° “ï16 with other countries in this respect. One 
is that compulsory military training would foster 
the dangerous spirit of militarism; the other is that 
the people of England have been educated to a 
higher standard of freedom than the people of the 
continental nations, and that, therefore, they would
in7hésSmiritert0 the'slavlsh condition of compulsion
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What, gentlemen, is the greatest need of our time 
and people? Believe me, it is simply the sense of 
duty, simply discipline—the old, simple respect for 
and devotion to duty which made Nelson’s death 
more glorious even than his glorious life. The nine­
teenth century brought to us of the British stock 
gr^at wealth, great power, and marvellous material 
prosperity, I do profoundly believe that if the early 
part of the twentieth century fails to bring to us 
some revival of the simple, rudimentary virtues with 
which, in our race for material gain, we have lost 
touch, that our children, or their children, will know 
the bitterness of losing ail the great wealth and pride 
of place tbat we inherited, in trust for them. It so, 
the fault would lie rather with us than with them, 
and history would brand the record ot our particular 
time with a verdict that would spell cowardice and 
treachery.

I do not think that there is a single person in this 
room who would contradict jne if I said that military 
training for purposes of national defence forms one 
of the most valuable methods known to humanity ot 
communicating discipline and strengthening the indi­
vidual sense ot duty. What is it but complete absence 
of any knowledge of discipline or sense of duty that 
fills some of our city streets with a rapidly increasing 
race of utter wastrels, poor obscene caricatures of 
manhood, whom the police know as “public-house 
prdps," men who live from year to year without ever 
doing a day’s work; furtive, fawning parasites, who 
prey even unon fallen women?

One of the forces at the root of the great wave of 
unrest and discontent which is labelled Socialism, ot 
which we hear so much, is unquestionably just lack 
of discipline, utter absence of the self-oontrolling in­
fluence of discipline, superimposed upon what we call 
education. \yhy, gentlemen, education itself is no 
better than a venomous and self-destructive force 
failing the wise and balancing control of discipline 
and the sense of duty. Yet we have long since decid­
ed that we owed It to posterity to make education 
compulsory—compulsory, gentlemen; not merely open 
to our people, but their bounden duty. But military 
training for national defence—the finest, richest 
source of discipline—that is still a matter of chance" 
choice alike with the educated and the half-educated. 
Surely the existence of compulsory schooling along­
side ot merely voluntary military training, or school­
ing in the discipline of citizenship, is a clear and la­
mentable case of the cart being placed before the 
horse. We hear the question asked, How best 
we fight Socialism? Gentlemen, 
symptom is mere quackery.,/

If we admit, as I fancy all here do admit, that mil- 
it&ry training- for purposes of National Defence is cal« 
CBteUt,2_endow a young man with a sense of duty, 
of discipliné, and of patriotism; if we admit, as I fanev 
we all do, that It is calculated to benefit the bodies 
of our people as surely as their minds and characters 
—why, then, gentlemen, putting aside altogether for 
expert consideration the matter of our military needs 
I cannot see how we can possibly be justified ln with-’ 
holding military training from the nation. And—let 
us not blink the facts—any sort of training which ls 
not compulsory Is actually withheld from one very 
large section of the community—the poor; while it 
most certainly will not be made use of by the ma­
jority of another large and Important class, 
axiomatic, I think. Experience has proved it.

Many thousands of well-to-do people with a wide 
choice of occupation will never avail themselves of 
voluntary military training. Many millions of needy 
people, on the other hand, with little or no choice of 
occupation and no leisure, will never avail themselves 
of voluntary training. There remains a sturdy, brave 
honorable, conscientious, and well-advised minority 
who will avail themselves of the opportunity of un- 
dergolng such training ln order to fit themselves for
tilt rel,” m,nLt»elr country’, Please note, gentlemen, 
that this minority necessarily consists ln a larve
measure of those least In need of all that military 
training has to teach; those least ln need of disolp- 
line, those least in need of being awakened to a sense 
°:, , ,y", ..nd those of the more conscientiously patri­
otic kind, these are penalized under any voluntary- 
system—Mr. Haldane’s or any other—for the Ignor­
ance and absence of active patriotism ln all their fel- 
1ow-ettizens. Upon their shoulders the whole burden 
of defence is laid. They perforce spare with the rest 
of us the dangers of unpreparedness and want of 
military training and discipline. And ln return for 
their spotaneous patriotism they will learn that while 
they give their time and energies to military training 
their less conscientious competitors in the "
material prosperity have left them 
starting-place.

I have hunted for Information upon this point
m'ILm1 „cla!!es’. tTPm the curious folk who speak ot 
the hellish art ot shooting"—I am quoting—to those 7bop,ead’ rlBhtIy, as I think, for a Ltiolto armsll

and thl BLme,th0d, 0f defence’ But, human nature 
and the stress of modern competition being what thev
are, I cannot for the life ot me see how the mind ot

beqn enjoined upon us as part and parcel of the dut 
not of a sort of forlorn band of the spiritual! damned, but of “every citizen.” As a matte? of fact 
I can see glimmerings—just glimmerings—of logic In 
the point of view of the humanitarian who, believing 
warfare to be wicked, draws the line at soldiering 
and military training, while these are the preservl 
i.L th? .B’ the Profession chosen freely and de­
liberately by a minority. But I could lot discern 
t mil «If ,lalbtest glimmering of logic In such an at­
titude If it bore upon the common lot of every man 
among us, of every citizen. y

Then, with regard to the matter of our exalted 
3®nf® of freetiora, as compared with the slavishness
th«°tllrrtf0lkV J wou.ld like t0 point out that most of 
the continental nations enjoy representative gov-
e«nI«en£ ^U8b as we do* That Is to say, the peonle of those countries make their own laws just Is wl 
<3°. The only difference that I can see is that lhlto

th,at “ iS “5e duty ot every citizen to it 
himself to play a practical part ln the defence of hls 
country—and leave It at that, save for a few In­
direct contradictions in the matter of assertions re­
garding our abhorrence of compulsion—the neonle 
of these other countries make the same statement 
and, as a matter of course, act upon it. And it does 
seem to me that unless and until we know how to 
be at least as honest and conscientious in our vaunt­
ed freedom as our continental neighbors in their 
self-made and voluntarily adhered-to slavery we 
do ill to put forward our higher national standard as 
a reason against legislating to provide universal 
military training. We do 111 to boast of the fact that 
we Prefer to leave our defence to those who have 
no choice but to accept our pay for doing It, and to 
the few conscientiously patriotic ones among us who 
voluntarily take up a burden which should be our 
common lot. A volunteer Is said to be worth, ten 
pressed men. • A large proportion of our army Is Im­
pressed—by poverty. The armies of our neighbors 
consist of nations voluntarily trained to arms bv 
laws of their own making. '

It would be foolish for me to attempt to speak 
to such a company as this regarding the practical 
effect upon our military strength of a condition 
which would ensure the recognition by every one of 
the Citizen’s Duty In Defence. The members of this 
Association are, doubtless, far better informed upon 
such a military point than I can be. We have all 
read the verdicts of the authorities upon our exist­
ing defences, and, I may add (with special reference 

Sir George Taubman Goldie's Memorandum to 
the Report of the War Commission), upon the grave 
dangers attaching to our lack of any system of 
national military education. I make no attempt 
therefore, to deal with the military aspect ot thé
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