ate Bills
Committee

ay Power and Light Co.
Cascade Water Power
and Light Co,

a

owler M. E, Manager Glves
dence In Chief for
Appellants,

Privato Bills committee met in
ble room at 10:30 and proceeded
e consideration of the West
y Power Light Company’s Bill.
first witness called was 8. S.
M. E., general manager of the
company who deposed that the
g of power referred to occurred
ary; and February, 1905 and
gsioned entirely b ysevere frost
d by lack of snow in the moin-
The conditions were unusual
yond human control.
ranby company were taking in
ber, 1644 H. P. to smelter and
ecember, 1721 H. P., in Jan-
1380, in February 1358. In
lafter there was hn abundant sup-
y only required 1313 H. P. show
the deprivation in January and
y cannot have had any serious
certainly not to the smelter. It
be remembered that the Granby
bower of their own and only took
arplus requirements from the
B company.
minimum quantity which the
company were obliged to take
P., they actually got nearly dou-
r minimum. The British Colum-
bper company took in November,
in December, 279, in January
83, in February, 234, and in
341. This showed that they act-
ad more in January and Febru-
en the water, was low than in
ber and Deceémber, when there
b shortage. ' Their present cus-
were the Granby company, the
Columbia company and the
ood City Lighting company. The
her customers in sight today were
minion Copper company, and pos-
e city of Grand Forks. Any oc-
on which they had asked their
brs to ‘‘ease off”’ was on the oc-
bf low water. His contrdct witn
tish Columbia Copper company
him- to reduce the load by ar-
ent with the customer and was
ardship.
bpper Co. Would Get 8 Per Cent.
b the building of “the line to the
¢ Columbia Copper company’s
his company was not at the mo-
h a financial position to lay out
but as a matter of business it
good bargain for the British Co-
Copper company who were to
. whole money and 8 per cent in-
back out of power supplied.
Dominion Copper company had
or power for the Rawhide mine
lhoenix and he gave them 50 H.
i Miller could not speak positive-
i85 requirements, they would de-
h future develanmapnt, They. also
;"»00 5 ;- for t:li)emr
L a..per, @ars, shut
notqﬁume ad _,Xo' .- That
thave involve -nding - $10,000
pole line and .ansformyers. He
red a rate o $33 per H. P. and
contract was prepared, but the
went no further and fell through.
average consumption of power In
trict had been per month; 1903,
P.; 1904, between 1200 and
1905, 1717 H. P. This year it
ached 2,000 H. F. with a,  peak
330V H. P., so that the figures
sy the witnesses for the West
jay Power and Light company
astly in excess of anything yet
ld. They had paid no dividends
11 were in arrears $40,000 in their
on mortgage.
L. A. Campbell and Mr. Mec-
asked witness to give them an
on the Cascade company’s under-
for a syndicate. He eabled to
and got permission to nego-
Ascertained that it was for peo-
New York closely allied to the
Columbia Copper company.
g further had transpired and no
pproaches for purchase. Smce
customers had made provision-
acts with the West Kootenay
and ' Light company, this would
ve him enough business to pay
p-roll to say nothing of interest.
ould not materially cut their
$34 or $35 was the lowest pos-
Their power was limited to 5,-
> Vgith a much larger plant,
est Kootenay Power and Light
hy could produce cheaper power.
hld not go on even a year under
onditions. Had never had - the
complaint from his customers
rates. -
mission of Power Practicable
hought the transmission of power
h the agency of both-companies
gite practicabler by the West
ay Power and Light company
ing their power to the Cascade
nd the latter distributing it over
ole lines, they now had capacl
psmitting 12,000 H. P, They were
“coupled up” to all the chief
ers. This would also be a more
deal method than duplicating exs
ines. From a business point o
lhe scheme of ‘“authorized dlst.l‘l‘
as suggested by Mr: Begg i
acticable. - They could by ﬂ”-l'
generate their own limit an
he surplus from the West I\(}".';
bower and Light company. Thi
not involve any charge to 1‘lu£
hy for transmission over the Lﬁ}»“e
ires. ‘The two systems could ‘7“3
ed by the builaing of one-h:l
of pole line. He was grepﬂ“‘v
otiate with the West Ixootenf,l:.e
and Light company on thes i
In October last Mr. Doull D,Tesl_
b that company apd Mr. Ohgi«
red one of his directors had e
negotiations, but nothing came 0%

11
bresent the Granby company S€
to Grand Forks and Phoenli\‘

The Cascade company hs‘d]ﬂ.).
ontemplated ultimately deve ol‘l
b00 H. P. Their works had 13961‘1-:
hically constructed, but the rig
ly had been expensive. |
Campbell had vsug_ge'.sted ,ﬁ(‘ga’
malgamated transmission }‘m{
a year ago and had adl‘l}lt s
ibility. He had named a p“c'e«bt
est Kootenay Power and Llnl'd
py viz. $600,000 for an out ar
chase. !
he conclusion of Mr. Fowle&‘;
e Mr. Bodwell annotunced 1
tion of his case.’ He sqggesf]g_
in an independent electylcalll‘ .
by the committee to advise t lre:
he feasibility of the amalgama e
jssion. The Cascade company
undertake to pay his chargeS-“_M
1. A. Campbell said that it -
bractical scheme. The tl_-a.nsfoml‘
s too difficult a proposition e
not economieal. It would lgg
hg dowp from 60,000 to =Us

completed the evidence and the
ttee adjourned. 4
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Eegislﬂﬁ‘..’ﬁ_.
Assembly

Proceedings in the Local House
Yesterday of a Routiné’
Character,

&

Questions and Answers Occuby
a Good Portion of the
Session.

Members Get Down to Business

— Orders of the Day ol X

Given,

Friday, February 16, 1906.
T two o’clock p.m. the House ‘met,
and after prayers by the Rev. W.
L. Clay, Mr, J. A. Macdonald
* asked the Premier -whether in
view ‘of the adverse vote yesterday le
intended to adopt the < constitutionai
course and resign.’ s
Hon. R. MeBride said -he had ne in-
tention of taking any notice of the in-
cident. It was an error, as the supposed
adverse vote was the result of a mis-
count and if the vote had ‘been taken
again the result would have been .differ-

ent. <

Mr. J. A. Macdonald said there could
have been mo mistake as the vote 'was
taken twice. -

Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwaite suggest-
ed a vote of confidence.

Mr. Oliver—All'in good time,

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—I am glad to
have that official reply from the leader
of the opposition. 7

Mr. Oliver moved the following reso-
lution: -

That an humble address be presented
to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
praying that he will cause copies-of all
orders in council. passed ‘since the first
day of July, 1908, to be presented to
this House forthwith.

Orders-in-Council

Mr. Oliver, in speaking to his motion
gaid there had been some orders in coun-
cil passed from time to time which had
been kept secret, such for. instance a#
fxing taxation on ‘land, that was by a
previous government, Some of these
were contrary to the statute law of the
provinee.. Another.  illegal order was
that affecting the Columbia and West-
ern lands, the Burnaby and the Kaien
Island. But those in his mind were par-
ticularly in reference to recent orders
affecting Columbia and Western lands
recently advertised for sale in the B. C.
Gazette, page 344. This advertisement
seemed to indicate that some-settlement
had been made between the government
and the railway company which wasg be-
vond the power of the government. . Fur-
‘ther if any of these lands are found to
‘be within the reserve.the pre-emptors

will have:to deal with the railway-com--

many, an illegal proceeding as no lands
could be acguired by the railway com-
pany until ~they were surveyed.., He
nwished the Chief Commissioner to ex-
plain what agreement had been ‘made.
{He and others had asked permission to

n ‘council ow:which -this

wréfused-

AVay - company - were offering:-lands for ]

wale “which’ they did pot'’pobsess: when |
this government came -into power. That
meant a secret order in council. “He was |
informed that a secret agreement had
been entered imto.by which the esovern-
ment ' guaranteed eertain  legislation’ to
the railway company  without having
first submitted to the House. - .

Hon. R. MecBride said eovernment.|

would be impossible if by special permit
the denartment was to be ransacked: in
order to make trouble. Much business
had of necessity to be kept private,” as
in ordinary business. As long - as a
igovernment -held ‘office only the executive
council had a right to see these orders
in council. The «Statute provides for
orders of council being laid on the table,
but not all.. Unfinished business especi-
allv, on grounds of nublic policy, should
not be divulged. The government re-
served to  themsélves the right to pro-
duce or refuse to produce such orders,
the doing 'so was their own responsi-
bility, * With regard to the Burnaby
lands publie ‘opinion -had endorsed the
course purswed by the government. -As
to Kaien Island, that was under inves-
tigation and he did not fear the result.
As to the Columbia and Western, when
the matter .camé before the House in a
nrorer manner the gowernment wounld
deal with it. ' i Ny g

Mr. J. R. Brown <was. surprised to
hear the Premier speak of: orders “in
council as private. ey were all pass-
ed in accordance with the Statutes and
when passed became statutory. If there
was -anything in the argument of the
Premier as to unfinished business it eould
have no pertinence to completed trans-
actions. . " Previous = investigations in
which the member for Delta had failed
had nothing to do with the case. :

Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwaite could
hard_ly think the opposition were in earn-
est in view of the fact that the nomi-
nal leader ™ ~# Jeft his seat. ‘The mem-
her for Delta was spending his time in
hunting up seandal and-now-he. wanted
to o0 ‘on another-fishing expedition. The
government would surely not listen to
such a nrovosal. In their own time the
fovernment would have to bring down
their orders in council, but it was their
preroeative to choose - the time. .The
member for Delta may have ruined the

tior government; he could not- ruin
this. - He was - a veritble Sherlock
Holmes, A : y

Hon. C. Wilson said the member for
Delta was founding his motion on: past
occurrences.. Hven if wrongdoing had
hannened in the past that was no argu-
ent in faver of'the present.motion.
Under our system of government the
2overnment were the King's servants,
not the people’s trustees. The system of
Zovernment by .orders in council was
one of evolution and had greatly de-
veloped of late years.r He deprecated
this, but it was a fact. There were
many such orders which should not see
the Jight of day until the government
saw fit, . The offer of the Premier was
8 fair one if the member for Delta would
formulate a specific request it would be
carefully considered, the.request of the
hon. member..as preferred was uncon<
stitutional.

Mr. Oliver was disappointed at the
attitude of the Gowernment. He based
'hls application on the fact that he had
been refused permission by the Provin-
cial Secretary to see specific orders in
council giving number and date. That
Was why he appealed to the House. The
Attorney-(ieneral had placed his allegi-
ance first to the King and after that to
the neople; he objected.-to that, He was
there by the will of the people and his
st duty was to them. He maintained
T‘[mt now was the ‘“accepted time” to
Uisclose the ggreement. He declared that
today the rajlway. company were offer-
ii% for sale lands which. they cannot
Ifdvr- acqunired in-vielation of the statute
AW of the provimce.  Was not thatisum-
Clent reason for asking how they acquir-

.| by 20 to 13.

b St

| were affected.
lic funds could be diverted with the con-

_order was not well taken, since actual

ply to this he could only say that in more

for scandal” had Dbeen to bring $70,000
into ‘the revenues of “the province. He
’tm“‘l?t as long as he fished as well as
that He thought the people would keep
him - fishing, -~ Was it mot an -angmaly
that men all over Canada might know
about an¥order in council but the elected
representatives of the people ¢ould not?
He had been: asked to be more specific..
Well, he did not possess the spirit of
divihation: he had not the eye that could
pierce the vault in the office of the Pro-
vincial Secretary: He could not see-be-
youd these marble halls; if he could, the-
P'rémler would not sit quite ‘emsily in
his chair.
. ‘Motion Defeated
On a division the motidn was defeated

" Yeas—Méssrs. Kingy Brown,sMcNiv-
en, Jones, Evans, Tanaer, Oliver, J. A,
Macdonald, Henderson, Paterson, Wells,
Hall, Cameron—13. 4 ;

Nuys——-’M_essrs. Davidson Hawthornth-
‘waite, Williams, Tatlow, MecBride, Wil-
son, Cotton, Clifford, Fraser, Ross, A.
.ucDonald, - Fulton, Garden; Taylor,
oung, Gifford, Macgowan, Shatford,
Grant, Manson—20. - &

Mr. Davidson moved -the following
resolution:

That an order of the House be grant-
ed for a return showing the number of
timber leases and licences granted dur-
ing thg' years, 1903, 1904, and 1905, cov-
ering 'limits in- that section of the prov-
ince known as the Big Bend; iying nerth
of the town of . Revelstoke, with the
names of holders, the date of -issue, the
number of acres held in each case, the
amount of fees and bonus paid for each
lease or licence during the three .years
in guestion. g,

" Hoen. R. MeBride was quite willing.
. On the motion of Mr. Davidson, sec-
onded by Mr. Taylor, it was resolved—
hat an order of the House be granted
for a return showing the number of
timber,leues and licences granted dur-
ingthe ?’ear,s 1908, 1904 and 1905 .sover-
ing- limits in that section of the.prov-
ince known as the Big Bend, lying north
of the .town of Revelstoke, with the
names of holders, the date of issue, the
number o acres held in each case, the
amount .of fees and. bonus paid for each
lease or licence during the three years in
questlgn. :
On the motion of Mr. Brown, second-
ed. by Mr. Oliver, it was resolved:—

That an order of the House be granted
for a retuin setting forth—

.1, Amount of royalties collected on
tmrbe}'\cut within: the Hsquimalt dnd
Nanaimo Railway belt in the years 1899,
1900, 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904 ‘and 1905.

2. From whom such
collected.

3. Quantity of timber cut within the
said limits in the years above men-
tioned. .

4. The quantity of timber ich yas
cut in ‘each of said ‘years on '} “Owhed
by the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway
Company, and by whom and under what
authority, ‘and also the acredge covered:

5. The quantity of timber which was.
cut by the Esquimalt and Nanimo Rail-
way Company for use on its own rail-
way. ; W o

6. All. correspondence between any
‘member of the: governmeifit .and - -any
other person in.relation to the matters |-
mentioned in paragraph 4. :

7. The assessed value of the acreage’
mentioned in paragraph 4, and the am-
ount of taxes. paid: thereon in .each of

88 i‘ears. ; A g gt
.. 8.The: quantity of timber -which has|
‘been exported unmanufactured out of
‘the timber referred to in “paragraph 3,
and gx whom was same cut and ex-

Vroyalties were

ed. % R rdaris Gy ;
Mpr Oliver asked the Hon
amier, the, following,, iops.
‘gg..lm‘Mn_ B B
<8, deputation. ot . 0. Otta-
awa: to interview sier af- m% 4
“dd _?»ﬂeheries Ain respect. ta-salmon. fish-'
ng?- - Bietiiaiahol ol
i+: 2, If .m0, did Mr. Babcock -reeeive the’}”
consent of the government to proceed to
Ottawa? riEas s g

-3, 'Who paid Mr, Babceock’s expenses
on this trip? - BT R

The ‘Hon, Mr. McBride 'replied .as
follows:— 1 ' ;

“1, No

“2. Answered by No. 1.
“3. Amswered by No. 1.” :
Adjourned Debate on MoGill |

The adjourned debate on the, consid-
eration of the report on g bill intituled
An 'Act to inco?orrate.the Royal Insti-
tution for the Advanéement of Learping
of British Columbia jvas resumed by the
Hon, R. MecBride, Who said . that he
merely moved the adjournment to allow.)
the debate to stand over, but he did not
consider that further discussion was
necessary. . ;
. Mr. Stuart Henderson raiged ‘a point
of order: he claimed that as section 8
affected the revenues of the proyvince the
bill should have been brought down by.
message. .
. Hon. .R. McBride said that in a par-
liamentary sense the revenues of the,
province were not affected. Therée was
no direct sense in which: the revenues

Mr. Henderson pointed out that pub-

sent of .one board of school trustees for
fifty years. The main object of the
bill was to pay publi¢ monies to a pri- |
vate corporation.

Mr. John Oliver read a decision of
Blackmore, an English speaker, which
set forth that.any alteration in taxa-
tion or diversion of taxation had to be
dealt with in a_committee of tHe whole
house and could not originate in any
other way. Under this bill money was
to be diverted from the purposes /set
forth in the Public’ Schools- bill and
therefore affected taxation and if so
could only have originated legally by
message., S
Hon. Mr., Fulton. said the opposition
was frivolous and groundless. *

! The Speaker ‘ruled that the point of

taxation was. not affected.’ "No power
was songht to increase taxation, merely
to apply a definite amount already rais-
ed and handed to the frustees- for dis-|,
hursement.

On a vote the bill was reported “nem
con.” -«
. The Honse went into committee on
the Coal Mines Regulation Act, the im-
nortant section of which ‘reiids as fol-

lows— ity e
2. Rule 34 of section 82 ¢f chapter
158, of the Revised Statutes, being the
Coal Mines Regulation Aect, is hereby:
repealed, and the following is substitut-
ed therefor:— ?
“Rule 84. No person unable to speak
English ,shall be appointed to or shall
oecuny any position of trust or responsi-
bility in or about a mine subject to this
act, whereby tnrough his ignorance,
carelessness or negligence he might en-
danger the life or limb of any person
emnloyed in or about:a mine, viz: As
bankman, onsetter, signalman, brakes-
man, furnaceman, engineer, or-be em-
ployed below ground at or the windlass
of a sinking-pit.” s
The bill passed the committee stage.
Debate on Public Schools Act
Hon, Mr. Fulton moved the second
reading of the Public Schools Act. He
said that when last year the act was.|
passed it was anticipated that.some de-
fects would. develop and ‘this was an
attempt to refiedy them as far as they
were known. ; The act had been severely
criticized from the opposition benches
during the debate om the address from
the .throne, but these attacks were not
bhased on experience. .The leader of the
opposition spoke of general dissatisfac-
tion and resignation.of trustees. In re-

ed this right. The result of his “fishing

l

than 285  districts only one in which
' (

. However; he proposed: to. amend .this

_penses.

" ¢iition on ‘the separate districts, for five

large - increase in both eity and rural

.districte - In many instances the actual

sthe working of the act ‘when' the act

“were ready on the 11th, after four days’

“eould hardly becalled “‘experience.)’ The
‘| ral districts engage a single “teacher at

_do” sométhing in g

‘cent, ‘of "the rural mxmicjgal{tjeswhnd re-’
‘fused to raise any supplémentar; i
ment. He challenged the Minister or the

‘bersemeé machinery. And this would not

‘tem had ¢reated incongruities and anom-

‘showing that the people had refused to
“raise any supplementary assessment and

- endments at all:

ill intituled
Incorporate the Royal Institution for the
f

. ing be discharged. and that the bill be’
re-committed for the purpose of cousid-
.ering the following amendments:—

ies” in the sixth line of section 8.

. consideration of the report on a bill in-

. of Land, and to provide for the Regis-

¢ate of Indefeasihle Title,” add—

Tells of Freight and Shipping Business

port of R, P. Rithet & Co., just issued,
says: “The grain and freight markets
during ‘the past
change in the general position.
there is still a large amount of grain
to be shipped from the north, exporters
are not anxious to charter union ships,
but vessels offered at lower rates are
readily taken
freights are a trifle
vessels available from the west coast
having-a tendency to depress the. mar-

Francisco to Cork, nominal;
- to..Cork, 25s. to 27s. 6d.; Tacoma and
Seattle to Cork, 26s. 3d. Lumber—Brit-
ish- Columbia or Puget Sound to Sydney,
23s. 9d; Melbourne or Adelaides 37s. Gd.
to 388s. 94.; Port Pirie, 87s. 6d. to 38s.
94d.; Fremantle, 46s. 38d.
Shanghai, 88s. 9d. to 40s.; west coast,

8.
52s. 6d. toB3s. 9d.; U K or continent,
F57s. 6d. to 608,

ruat, dirt or tarnish — but won't wash
clothes.”
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the' meéting failed to elect trustees, four
protested ‘against the bill and in one the
trustees refused to act. In 124 meetings
it was decided, to raife the . increased
funds required by ‘a supplementary tax.
So that there was no ground for saying
that generally speaking the act was not
‘being received and a genuine attempt
ade to work along the new lines.
_There ht}:d been some misunderstand-
ing as to the duties of trustees, some
thonght that in. addition to making a
list ‘of persons liable to assessment for
school . purposes they had to go round
and inspéct the property and assess its
valune. hat was not the case.  He had
been able to remove that inmpression.
Qpposatlop papers had misquoted sec-
tion 52.in order to mislead trustees.

section“so as to make it impossible to
misunderstand its meaning. i

In some instances more money had
been raised than was required for the
supplementaries, not only to inerease
teachers’ salaries but for incidental ex-

. As to the principle involved in the bill
of throwing more of the cost of edu-

or six years it had been realized that
the cost of education was increasing
rapidly and something would soon have
to be done. The only way out was to
relieve the revenues of the province and
to 'shift part of the burden to separate
school  districts. The suggestion to ob-
tain' additional funds by increasing the
poll  tax ‘would riot be either as fair or
@8 popular. The opposition voted against
any increase in the poll tax or in general
taxstion, so they ¢éut the ground from
under their own feet in that argument.

“The principal change proposed by the
bill was in respect of rural municipali-
ties which were to be placed on the same
footing as city school districts. They
had the necessary machinery and it was
well that they should use it. He pro-
Dposed, however, to increase the number
of trustees from five to seven.

2 Another important change was in sec-
tion 16. At present the supplementary
grant was payable half yearly; that
might work a hardship on teachers so in
future it ‘would be paid quarterly in city
districts and monthly in rural districts.

Another change was to include in as-
sessable property for school purposes
tnines, wmworked crown granted mineral
claims, and railways.. In many districts
mines were practically the only prop-
erty which ‘could be assessed.

Other * amendments were~ merely to
give ‘effect to these principal amend-
ments, >

Mr, John Oliver said that he had nev-
er heard on the floor oft the House such
& ‘miserable apolovv for bad legislation
as the speech of the Minister of Educa-
tion. ' The bill of last year involved a

districts for educational purposes. The
dual source of revenue, grant and local
assessment, was an abomination. The
Drepartion of the assessment roll was
objectionable. It involved an inquisition
into the property and income 0f the peo-
nle. Then the assessor had to make a
separate roll for each separate school

cost of doing this work should be greater
than the aniount Taised by this . speecial
provision, He would like to know what
experience the government had had in

only eame into force on January Tth and
the hotise meeting on the 11th, jyet they

clanses of amend-
That

exnerience with
ments to g bill of 128 clauses.
fact was that they could not in the ru-

more than $40 a- mofith, They had-to.
i a “Hureys Wiy 35 per

Yy asseds-

President of the Couneil to meet him at
any time in their own constituencies to
discuss the school question, He claim-
ed ' that one mill on the dollar on the
general assessment 'would produce more
than they were producing by this cum-

have involved the expenditure of one
cent extra for collection. The new sys-

ailes. “He read a “letter from Lillooet

had repudiated the act. The so-called
amendments now %-oposed were not am-

he trustees ought to
be ~aid a per diem allowance and trav-
eling exnenses whilst attending to their
most arduoous duties. It was now pro-
posed to dissolve the boards of trustees
and ‘yet no provision was made to pay
the liabilities incfirred.

The position was thig, the bill of last
year was bad, the proposed amendment
was worse, and the only right thing to
do was to repeal the act of last year,

Mr. J. A. Maedonald: moved the ad-
journment of the debate. . 9

Resolved, that the House, at its rising.
do stand adjourned until two o’clock on
Monday next.

«‘And ‘then the -House adjourned at 5
p.m. $
- Notices of Motion

Mr. Henderson 't0 move, on the third

reading of a An Act to

Advoncement of Learning of British Co-
lumbia, that the order for the third read-

“To strike out all after the word “bod-

To add a p_aragraph—
“9_That this act is a public act.”
The Hon. Mr. Wilson to move, upon

tituled An Act relating to the Transfer

tration of Titles to Land, the following
amendments — g
“Form L., after the heading. “Certifi-

“Date Bf app]icn,i;ion the day of

After the  words “(eull descriptibn.)”
and in the same brackets, add “and map
if necessary.”

R. P. RITHET’S REPORT.

During January.

The monthly freight and shipping re-

little
While

month ~show

Foreign lumber
easier, numetous

up.

et. : .
“We quote as- follows: Grain—San
Portland

to 47s. 6d.;

A., 40s. to 42 s. 6d.; South Africa,

R e o A
A(Mdnl_xey” Brend Soap removes ali stains,

b

-If the board.

for.those sections has

| county, N.8B.,

Dominion
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Mr. Blair Prepares Answer to
Coast Boards of Trade
. Complaints.

Discovery of Charred Cotpses In
Ruins Reveals Feerful Crime
In Cape Breton.

Visltor to Nisgara Falls Has o
Miraculous Escape From
Death,

TTAWA, Feb. 16.~The board of

railway commissieners on Tues-

day, March' 4, will consider the

complaint of the boards of trade
of the Pacific Coast “cities regarding
alleged discriminatiori:in rates on the
lines of the CanadianPacific Railway
as between Vancouver.. and interior
points as far ‘east 48 Calgary on the
main line, Macleod on‘the Crow’s Nest
Pass branch, and Kootenay district,
and rates granted ffom Winnipeg to
Calgary, Macleod and - points further
west, including the Kootenay districts.
The boards of trade interested in the
complaint are these of Victoria, Van-
couver, New Westminster and Calgary.
A. G. Blair will appear-as gounsel for
the C. P. R, and he has already filed
an answer to the allegations of com-
plainants, . The* cOmpany denies that
it has unjustly discriminated against
the cities named; ‘either in respect of
traffic originating in Eastern Canada,
westbound on the company’'s lines in
Canada, or traffi¢ westbound originat-
ing in the States and carried partly
through Canadian ‘territory over the
C. P. R. It is claimed that the

Statement Filed by Plaintiffs
in support of the case are put forward
in the mistaken belief that action by
the board of railway commissioners is
justified and a case made out. If upon
a comparison of rates charged on the
C. P. R. with those on other railways
carrying traffic to Pacific Coast cities,
they are found to be higher 'on ‘the
C. P. R, than ‘on such. other lines, the
complaint assumes that the difference
shown by such = comparison is  the
measure of unjust discrimination of
which the railway company is guillty.
Mr, Blair points out that no such prin-
ciple has been laid down by any court
or other tribunal having to deal judi-
cially with the subject -of railway
rates. Counsel for the company holds
that the.C.. P. R, {8 unly called upon
to answer a speécifi¢ charge preferred;
that the eomplainants must prove that
the company . is making

Unjust and Unequal Charges
upon one kind of traffic carried in.the
same kind of cars under similar eon-
‘ditions ahd over tHe same portion of
‘its railway: It i8 laid down as a well
recognized principlethat a1l traffic can-
not-be hauled at & profit and that it is
not fair to compare the situation on
one line wlthaﬂ\;f of :another. . The
'Ci/P. R. Companyiholds that it-is the
‘diity of the comi ants to-prove:the
alleged unjust’digtrimmation, amnd that
so far no such”nroof ‘is forthceming.

then Mr. Blair says the ‘company is
prepared to .establish by evidence that
there aremo’ grounds for complaint.

-~ 7Phe national transcontinental - rail-:

tWay commission  is/charging an equiv-

alent of $1 a mile for profiles.of the

two sections now advertised, which

means that every bona fide tenderer
to pay $395.

Late E. B, Eddy’s Estate -~ .

The, will of the,late E. B, Eddy has
not yet been.probated, but it s said
he has left one-fourth interest in. the
business to - his:four business asso-
ciates. I 3

F. W. Hodson has resigned his posi-
tion as Dominion livestock commis=
sioner, -to accept @ position in connec~
tion with the Northwest Land Com-
pany organized = by the Independent
Order of Foresiers,

It is understood that the opposition
will strenuously oppose anything in the
nature of the application of closure
rules to the Dominion House of Com-

' mons if such preposal is made by the
government, ag the Montreal Herald

suggests. -
s Nominations in Montreal

Montreal, Feb. 16.—I.. 0. Grothes,
Lig{:ral. and Alphonse Verville,. Labor,
were nominated in° Maisonneuve this af-
teynoon for the vacant seat in the House
of Commons causggd by the death of

. R. Prefontaine. ;

pee ‘A Boot and’ Shoe Merger

A business deal was put through here
today involying more than one million
dollars in which James McCready, Lim-
ited. wholesale. boot and shoe manufac-
turers, ‘the Canadian Rubber Company
of Montreal and the Arthur Congdon
Company of Winnipeg are interested,
By the articles of agteement the Mec-
Cready and Congdon companies amal-
gamate and will have exclusive selling
agency_for western Canada of the Can-
adian Rubber Company.. Headguarters
in the Bast will be Montreal and in the
west Winnitieg' with branches in Cal-
gary. Bdmonton and Vancouver. The
president is C. F. Smith of ' the Me-
Cready company, general manager, and
Arthur Congden. Winnipeg, second vice-
rresident and: ‘western manager,

Sovereign Bank's Sucocess

The Soversign Bank has sold a thous-
and shares of its stock to a European
hank for $1385,000. The topal investment
is now over two millions,

Dominion Coal Company’s Report

~ue anual report of ‘the ' Dominion
Coal Company was made public today.
The output for 1003 was 8.189.657 tons.
This is 63,135 tons larger than 1904, but
the net profits were only $1,573,832, or
$46.648 less than the previous year, the
decrease being due to the larger quanti-
tv supplied the Dominion Iron and Steel
Comnanv. a contract which at the pres-
ent time is mnot’ profitable to the coal
company. The earnings represent seven
pet cent. on the common stock:-

Sent Threatening Letters

Halifax, N.S.. Feb, 16.—J. Embree
and wife of East Amherst, Cumberland:
are under arrest charged
with sending threatening letters through
the mails and also “with attempt to pos-
on. A-son of the Embrees had been
paying attention to a young lady, the
danghter of a mear mneighbor to which
her parents objected. The lady in ques-
tion has of late been receiving numerous
threateping letters and a few days ago.
a parcel containing cake came to her ad-
dress. On analysis the cake was found
to contain paris green. Inyestigation
resulted in the arrest of Mr. and Mrs.
E;n{n-ee. They have been.remanded for
trial.

Bank Clerk Missing

St. John. N.B., Feb. 16.—A clerk
named A. Roberts of the Bank of Brit-
ish North America here, is reported
missing and the bank authorities admit a

‘business Reid drew out

kes; the opposite view,]

' minster, to Etta Carrington,

:sm:all losé'fy Ins ﬁmﬁpeafﬂh&.
A Family's Fearful End

Glace Bay, N.8., Feb. 16.—The home
of Anton Stetka, at Dominion Number
One, was burned to the ground this
morni A search of the ruins was
made when the bodies of two 'of the
children were found locked in each oth-
ers’ armg burned to a crisp.  The bodi
of Stetka and his wife were also foun
iin the ruins. Great mystery surrounds
the ocllirrence and so far details are
meagre. but circumstances point to a
crime of the most desperate character.
Some time ago, during the absence of
;her husband, Mrs. Stetka is alleged to
-have ‘heen the victim of an attempted
.assault made by a Newfoundlander nam-
ed . Snelgrove; who was subsequently ar-
rested and committed for trial in the
supreme court. He now awaits trial
The theory receiving most credence is
that the whole family were murdered by
‘enemies.

Fire at Tilsonburg

Tilsonburg, Feb. 16.— The packing
room of the Tilson Milling Co. with
its contents was destroyed by fire last
night. The loss is heavy but will not
crinnle the company.

Windsor, Feb. 16.—The death of Wm.
8. Reid, yesterday disclosed a “pathetic
life historv. Reid was Db years of age.
Thirty years ago he was buyer for one
of the largest wholesale houses in west-
ern Ontario. Waen the firm went out of
upwards of
$40,000 and started a private bank in
the town of Essex. He lost in this ven-
ture and went insane brooding over the
Joss of his. money. For a time he was
confined in an asylum but recovered his
reason later and was discharged. His
death is thought to be due to apoplexy.

A Miraculous Escape

Niagara Falls, Ont., Feb. 16.—Ed-
ward Fenton, of Toronto, had a narrow
escape from -death at the falls yester-
way. He slipped on the ice at the top
of the Cliff gorge and +went over the
falls. He seized hold of a thorn bush
and it sustained him wuntil his compan-
jon Jet down his overcoat and hauled
him up. Fenton was completely prost-
rated by his adventure.

Mill Hands on Strike

Cornwall, Feb. .16.—The Stormont
mill of the Canadian Colored Cotton
Com%any is tied up by a strike of beam-
ers thropgh whose hands all yarn must
pass. ‘The men claim the poor quality
of the work furnmished them had reduc-
ed: their ‘earnings. The company says
‘the men are demanding an increase i
wages.

British News
By the Cable
Nothln; l?lsquletlnn Heard From

the Missionarles in
Chiha.

Lord Roberts Contloués His
. Campeign for Army
Betterment.. . -

London; Feb. 17.~Ne news has reach-
ed the missionary societies here of the
regiarted disturbances dt
thi ¢ jt i considered “that. even 1l

‘an attack'has been made Hothing7serious’

¢dn have happened.  There are 'some
American students at Naanking, . ‘Sinte
the mission .opened there thirty-two
years ago there has-mever been any
trouble with the natives. The séeretary
of the China international - mission,
speaking on the subject, said he thought
it quite unlikely that there would be any
general rising and that he was con-
vinced the Chinese government would
not encourage anfi-foreign troubles es-

pecially while the Chinese imperjal com-

mission was visiting the United States
and Europe. He added that Chind was
not likely to forget the lesson taught her
in 1900, and that Japan would certain-
l{ warn China against permitting any-
thing of the kind.
Chinese Question Disregarded

The London newspapers do not pay
much attention to the Chinese guestion.
The Morning Post thinks the advice and
influence of Japan upon China will suf-
fice to prevent any serions outbreak,
and that in any case Japan’s army in
Manchuria could soon be sent to restore
order. should real trouble arise. In an
interview with the Hongkeng corres-
pondent ofsthe Tribune, a high Chinese
official affirmed the existence of a dan-
gerous anti-foreign feeling and especially
ip the region between the Yangtsekiang
and Hougk(m%:l and predicted that ‘an
outbreak would occur sooner or later.
This official suggested concerted action
b; ‘the powers {0 enforce reform on the
Chinese government, which, in His opin-
ion, was the only lasting remedy.

Lord Roberts’ Manifesto

In pursuance of his campaign for the
betterment of the army, Lord Hoberts
today, hds issued a manifesto to. the

.nation advocating that drill in the use

of the rifle be continuged in all public
schools; that every youth be obliged to
undergo three or four months’' ‘military
training, and that in an’emergencyevery
man during certain years of . his  life
shall be legally liable to be called out
for service in the United Kingdom,
The Deadly Parallel

The Times this morning published a
curious article by its military corres-
ondent dealing with the reasons that
ed up to the stupendous military dis-
aster of the Napoleonic wars in 1806 and
drawing a parallel between the condi-
tions and spirit of I}usﬂia in 1806 and
that of Great Britain in 1906.  The
writer claims that the apalogy is re-
markably clos¢ axxd painfully true, ani
asks whether it i8 the will of the Brit-
ish people to carry on the analogy to its
final alad mev;:gab e tet":lnina on.

position to Mr. Balfour

The (f{ty Liberal Association held a
meeting and decided to nominate d can-
didate togcontest the ¢ity of London
against former Premier %nltour at. the
forthcoming bye-election. The name of
the proposed candidate has not yet been
announced, but Thomas Gibson Bowles,
who représented Kings Lynn in the last
parliament, is supposed to be a likely
candidate and is supported by wmany
Liberals as the mdn most effective . for
the contest. ’ ’

The Longworth-Roosevelt Wedding

The greatest interest is displayed in
this country regarding the Longworth-
Roosevelt wedding. = The papers today
publish long descriptive cablegrams cov-
ering all incidents with photographs of
the bride and bridegroom and  lists of
of presents, _There Is much curiosity as
to whether King Bdward has sent a
present. ~ According to the Daily Tel-
egram His Majesty's gift is on the way
to Washington. 3

Special .de§patchel from _Vienma to
this morning’s papers report that strike
riots occurred at Fiume, that the mil-
itary fired upon.a mob and that many
were wounded,

Lord Dredfford: will be married Feb-
ruary 19 in St, Margaret’s church, West-
who is

Nanking ‘and |*

now playing a small part in “Blue Bell
dn Fairyland” at the Aldwich theatre iu
this city. &8he is 21 years of age and
formerly was one of the Gibson girls
in “The Catch of the #Season.”  Tha
engagement has been kept & profound
secret. Jack Southwell Russell, twen-
ty-fifth Baron Dredfford, a title graapted
in 1899, was born Julfsgl.z 1884, ana
succeeded his father in .. He owns
about 13,000 a¢res in Comack, Ireland.
The first. Baron Dredfford was killed at
Bannockburn in 1314,
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A SUDDEN REATH.

Christian Endeavor Lady Falls. Dead in
Pastor’s Arms.

New York, Feb. 16~—1In the presence
of many friends with whom she had
carried out numerous charitable
projects, Mrs. Catharine Ortel, wife of
Otto Ortel, superintendent ‘of schoolg
fell dead last might in the arms of Rev.
John Justin, pastor of the Columbia
Street German Reformed Church . at
Union Hill, N. J., where installation of
the officers of the Christian Endeavor
Society were being held.

NIAGARA BRIDGE CO.

Movement to Erect Another Structure
Over the Falls.

Alpany, N. Y., Feb. 16.—A bill to
incorporate - the Niagara FErontier
Bridge Company was introduced in the
assembly today. The company is to
erect a bridge over the Niagara River
from the state military reservation to
the Canadian side. = The location is to
be’ left ‘to a commission. Erection of
the bridge must be begun in good faith
on or - before December 31, 1906, and
continued to completion' without un-
necessary delay, !

COMET AGAIN OBSERVED.

After Trip Around the Sun Is Once
More in Sight.

Geneva, N.Y., Feb, 16.—The comet
discovered several years ago by M. Gia-
cobini, chief astronomer of the Nice ob-
servatory, was obgerved here for the first
time in the western sky tonight by Pro-
fessor Brooks at Smith's observatory.
| The position was right ascension gzero
.hours, thirty-five minutes, thirty sec-
onds, declination, south 14 degrees, 50
minutes. This comet, firgt discovered in
the eastern morning sky, has since been
around the sun and now becomes teles-
copically visible in the western evening
skiv. The comet is moving northwest-
erly.

A MISPLACED SWITCH.

Train Traveling at . Sixty Miles an
Hour Has Narrow Escape.
Albany, N. Y., Feb, 16.—A misplaced
switch at.the west end .of the Ravena
yard, about 12 miles from Albany,
came -very near causing a werious
wreck on the West 8hore Railroad at
noon today. Train No. 4, known as
the “Continental Limited,” eastbound
from St. Louis to New York, crossed
from- the east to the west track by
mistake, and, going at the rate of 60
miles an hour, ‘crashed into 4 heavily
laden coal train which stood on a sid-
ing near by. ' The passengers, were
badly ~shaken -up, and  two, Whose
names could not be learned, were:
slightly injured. The railroad men
regard . the escapé from .a - horrible
wreck as little‘less: than a miracle,

CHINTS TO FRUIT GROWERS.

~ BIBNEN LR LT e e )
Interesting . Paper. Read W, -J.

Brandrith Before Recent Convention.

Among the papers prepared for the
Fruit. Growers”. convention was the fol-
lowing, written by the, secretary, W.. d.
Brandrith, ;

In the book which should be the rule
and. guide of our. lives, we are told that
the Greator nlanted a garden and caus-
ed to grow every tree that is good for
food. - You will observe that these trees
were g)lanted in a garden, so I think we

ay be encouraged to imitate so:excel-

nt an example by planting fruit ip the
garden. Those who have “Sat undes
their own vine and fig tree'’.and had the
pleasure of eating fruit fresh-from the
trees or vines of their own planting, can
testify to the satistaction they derived
from the result of their labors.

‘It is surprising how few ‘city people
take advantage of their opportunities.
'Two hundred strawberry plants, well
'cultivated, will furnish sufficient fresh
fruit for an ordinary family. Fifteen or
twenty raspberry canes will provide ap-
petizgers for the same number of people.
A /dozen blackberry canes will give an
ample supply of fruir, while three red
and three black <current, when . well
| grown, will give sufficient for a ‘variety. 1
Every’ city garden should contain one
'good sweet cherry, one fearly pear, 9ne
good plum, and at least one good apple.

The  strawberry I would plant
would' be of one gpod quality, with a
‘reputation  for cropping; there ' are
plenty. of varieties to choose from, I
believe Parker Earle to be as good
as any. To my mind there is only
 one raspberry, I think Eldorado will fill
the bill as well as if not better than
any other. In black currents, Cham-

on jis probably the best. Moore's

ub&y, Fay’s and North Star are  all
good red varieties
be had. In white currants there is
‘not - much difference between = White
Grape and White Gondoin. In goose-
‘berries, Smith’s Improved, ' Oregon
Champion or rearl are good.

A good sour cherry is the Belle
i Magnifique; a good sweet one is Bing
but in cherries there are - several good '
varieties to choose from. I may men-
tioh Belle de Chiosey. Wmpress Eugenie,
' Black Tartarian, Harly Richmond, Lam-
bert, Windsor, and Royal Ann. In lo-
calities where the btown rot prevails, it
is a losg of time to plant any other plum
than the Fellenburg, otherwise knowa
as Italian Prune. But everywhere this
dread disease is not in evidence, real
fine fruit may be grown, although if
were tied to one plum Italian Prune
would be my choice. Other good varie-
ties being Drop and Washington..

Where one can have only one pear
tree, Bartlett would probably be pre-
ferred; if you have room for several,
try Dr. Jules Guyot, Flemish Beauty,
Anjou, Howell and Sheldon.

‘You will find it equally hard to
make a choice of apples. Far early
we have the Yellow Transparent fol:
lowea by - Oldenburg.  Gravenstein,
Wealthy;“Blenheim, King, Mclntosh,
Jonathan, Grimes, Cox’s Orange, KEs.
Spitzenburg, “ Spy and Newton Pip-
pin, - No mistake need be made in.
planting these varieties, as with -the
possible exception of Cox’s Orange and
Newton /Pippin, all these varieties have
been planted and where properly cared
for succeed in the Lower Fraser co‘un-‘

try.

1 think I have said enough to show
what ‘can be done in the way of grow-
ing ‘fruit-on a small plot of land. . It
is hardly necessarv for me to go into
the . matter of cultivation, pruning,
spraying, all these are as necessary to
success ae the tree itself.

For the man who is in the office or
workshop all day, no better relaxation
can be desired than to spend the spare
time in the  cultivation of choide fruit
and flowers. : ¢

* {*the ‘report is untrue;” indicatin

so' a ‘choice can|,

Witte’s Cabinet
In Danger

Desperate Struggle Sald to Be
In Progress Belween
Factions,

Premier Bluntly Asks Czar to
Choose Between Him and
Colicague,

L

Powers Glven to Govewnors Too
Great for the Country’s
-Good.

T. PETERSBURG; Feb. .16.—In-
formation has reached the Assoc-
iated Press that the desperate
struggle which hag been raging in

the government between the reactionary

and the progressive forces, is approach-
ing & culmination and must end within

a few days in the resignation either of

. Minister of the Interior Durnovo, who si

leading the mevement for 'thorough-go-

ing repression, or ¢f Premier Witte and
several of the members of the .abinet.

The question at issue is the withdraw-
al of the extraordinary powers confided
in governor-generals throughout the em-
pire, which in'many cases, it is alleged,
have been exercised for the repression
not only of political disorders, but algo of
the political activity of the liberal par-
ties. The discussion has reached such
an acute and passionate stage in. the
cabinet that no other issue than the fall
of one faction or the other is possible.

The chances of victory incline to the side

of Count Witte, who insists that the

%fvenwr-geuerals must be deprived of

their powers within a fortnight in order

to remove the restrietsons upon
A Free Electoral Campaign
Minister of Agriculture Kutler, the As-
sociated Press has been informed on ex-
cellent authority, has resigned. - The an-
nouncement of the  acceptance of his
resignation, which was\due to influential
opposition to his project for expro ria-
tion of private lands and their diyision
among the peasants, may be ex})ected
shortly. It is stated that M. Kutler,
who, like his predecessor, M. Yermoloff,
is possessed of exceedingly stroug pro-
gressive tendencies, will leave the state
service entirely, not even receiving the
usual “promotion” to the council of the
empire, the body which is reserved for
discarded ministers. $
Rumor is busy with the other changes
to follew the first break in the ®abinet
of Count Witte. The .most persistent
story is directed at the premier himself,
who, accordin%- to general report, I8
credited with nvlni TR
Bluntly Informed Emperor Nicholas.
that he must choose between him and
the minister of the interior, who through
his control of thé‘police machinery of the
empire has been pushing repression 10
the extreme and throwing all the ele-
ments of soci%sy into opposition to the
government. The Associated Press was
authorized today at Count Witte’s chan- |
cellery to positively degyy the report that

Count Witte had already resigned, but

the words of an official who bad the

nremier’s eonfidence that he counld youch
for the fact “that at the present montxleln:
a/

there may be something in the wind.

‘1'ne project of Minister Kutler, who
next to Minister of Commerce Timiro-:
azeff, is the most Jiberal memher of the
cahinet, struck to the heart of the agrar-

‘ian problem, which the zemstovists who

as Liberals, but landowners, found too

 ticklish to handle at the last comgress.
It provided for the B
Expropriation of Private Estates
‘in excess of a2 maximum acreage at a
price dependent on actual market values
and their distribution on easy terms of
ent to the peasantry whose land
hunger is too intense to be satisfied with -
the promised patrimony of crown and
church lands. M. Kutler held that this
was the only means of preventing aug-
mentation of the agrarian " troubles,
whose rising billows are the ehief source
of peril to the government, but h_is pro-
posals not only awakened the intense
opposition of the rich and powerful cam-
marilla at court, but ‘also yas too dras-
tie to suit the marshals of nobility, who
sent a deputation from the convention at
| Moscow to demand explicitly of Premier
Witte whether he intended to accept the
Kutler scheme. The premier responded-
that the project was only a tentative
suggestion of the individual member of
the cabinet and that the agrarian prob-
lem ‘was too important to be settled
without reference to the national assem-
bly.. However, the mere fathering of the
proposition seems to have been fatal to

Minister Kutler. Should M. Kutler not

' be nominated to the: ¢ounci] of the rem-

pire it will be the first instance of the

kind since the retirement of M. Krisvo-
 shein/from the wministry of railroads,

‘who a decade ago was dismissed in dis-

grace for stealing, . J

X O
THE ANTHRACITE CONTROVERSY

~ew York, Feb, 16.—The demands the
anthracite miners are to present to the
railroad and ‘other companies operating
the coal mines of the anthracite district
were considered today at an all-day ses-
 gion of the sub-committee of’'seven ap-
pointed by the miners yesterday at the
conférence with ¢he coal presiednts:
‘When the syb-committee adjourned to-
| night no statenient was made as to tha
details considered, nor was any intima-
tion given as to the time the miners will
require to properly frame up their case.
The snub-committee of seven appointed
yesterday by the operators remained in- .
active today, awaiting the proposals the
miners will have to:offer. These two
sub-committees will consider every detail
of the problems effecting the anthra-
cite industry before the full conference
of miners “and operators again is con-
vened, i
< '" Mitchell Will-Not Talk

John Mitchell, president of the United
Mine Workers of Ameriea, today would
not break the silence he has.steadily
muaintained as to the miners’ demands,
nor would he consent to discuss the em-
broglio in the Pittsburg district, He was
in constant communication with the dis-
triet leaders at Pittsburg, however, and
declared that whatever action he might
take -in the fight would naturally be
made public at the convention.

§ Dolan Is Deposed

Pittsburg, Feb. 16.—After two weeks
of uproar and disorder that on several
occasiong almost resulted in riots and *
finally in an appeal to the courts, the
delegates to the convention of distriet
No. 53, United Mine Workers of America,
succeeded in passing a resolution deéclar-
ine vacant the offices of President Dolan
band  Vice-President Bellingham. Thé
resolution passed over the head of Dolan,

GOVERNOR OF ALASKA.

b

Washington, Feb. 16.—The President
has offered the appointment as gover-
nor of Alaska to D. H. Jarvis, formerly
.of the revenue cutter service but,now
engaged in business in Alaska.




