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THOSE ALLEGED BLANK WAR.
RANTS.

We supposed that the explanation
given of what the Lieufgmant-Governor
calls “blank warrants ” would have led
to a cessation of references to them in
the press, but it seems that ‘there is a,
class of people whose notions.ef personal
honor are so rudimentary that they are
prepared to believe some trick was
meant by some one connected with the
government, by which money was to
have been drawn improperly from the
treasury. We wish to lay down a few
fundamental principles. ,To draw money
improperly from the public treasury is to
steal it. To write something above a
signature, obtained either by mistake or
misrepresentation, is forgery. If any-
-one asked thé Lieutenant-Governor to
sign a paper in blank, with the intention
-of writing something on it afterwards, to
which the signature would give a value,
and the Lieutenant-Governor did not
know of such intention, then a request
for his signature would have been an at-
tempt to commit a forgery. If, on
such a forged document, money was
withdrawn from the treasugy, it would
be stolen, just as much as it would be
stolen if one should find a blank signed
<heck, fill it out and draw the money.
‘We mention these considerations in or-
der that the public may-know the view
taken by this paper, and we believe by
all honest men, of the act which some
people have apparently taken it for
granted that some one comnected with
the late government intended:to commit.

The second point which we wish to
make is that, in order to turn to base
advantage the signature of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor, it would be necessary for
at least two members of the government
to act in collusion, and also for at least
two deputy ministers to eg-operate, the
work of the latter consisting in the alter-
ation and other falsification of docu-
ments on file in the departments. That
is to say: Supposing the Lieutenant-
Governor had signed a so-called blank
warrant, it would be necessary for from
two to six people to be taken into the
confidence of the person who proposed to
get the money dishonestly from the
treasury, and before the work was com-
pleted and the person got his money, it
would be necessary to commit the crimes
of forgery, falsification ef records and
obtaining money under false pretences.
Some of the present government press
are. discussing these blank warrants as
if it were the most natural thing in the
wogld for memebers of a provincial cabi-
net to commit, and members of the pro-
vimeial civil service to be a* party to,
-such nefarious conduct.

‘We are particularly degil!ous to make
this matteg very clear. .The brunt of
the whole defence of the late administra-
«tion falls upon Mr., Turner. - It is his
name that is always mentioned in con-
nection with the disreputable insinua-
tions of dishonesty above spoken of.
Mr. Turner has no desire to shrink from
defending his public acts and his whole
<onduct while in office. His friends have
no hesitation in pledging their faith up-
on his integrity. They regard him as a
public man, who has been most shame-
lessly assailed and most unjustly treated,
and are prepared to stand by him as
their honored leader wunmntil his good
name has been vindicated, and the in-
justice done him has been set right. In
view, therefore, of his past, present and
future position in regard to the party
which entrusted him Wwith its full confi-
dence during the last four years, it is
right that people should be made to un-
derstand, first the gravity of the charge
of dishonesty so lightly made, and sec-
ond, how utterly without foundation it
is. ‘The first point has been fully illus-
tpated. Let us now proceed to the
second.

" So far as Mr. Turner knows—and he
was seen on the subject only yesterday
by the Colonist—mo such thing as a
. "blank warrant was ever presénted to
the Lieutenant-Governor for his signa-
ture. His memory of thegpractice of
the treasury in these matters is very
clear, because he was for.twelve years
at the head of that department. He
says that he can only reca.l} ‘one set of
so-called warrants in which there might
- be some blank sheets. - He knows that
there have been blanks in such groups

this group w
Governor., This is in the educational
warrant for -the salaries and travelling
expenses of teachers and others con-
‘mected with the department. The prac:
» tice of the Chief Superintendent of Edu-
catign, or the clerk in his office who
makes. up this group of so-called war-
rants, is to place one. or ‘more blank
. sheets. in connection with the warrant
for travelling expenses.. This is done
beeause the warrant for travelling ex-
penses always goés in a lump sum, and
as the¢ several amounts,-which: are al-
ways small, dre paid, the Auditor-Gen-
-eral’ reéquires some’ space in_ which  to
make & note of the several payments.
He would not have space to do this on
the margin-of a singleg warrant,” and
.. 80 an extra blank sheet or two is insert-
ed.  This is purely a matter of official
routine, and the eclerk, who makes up
the’ group of ‘warrants, no ‘more thinks
of asking a minister how many he shall
_put in, than of asking him when he shall
get a new piecé of blotting.paper. :
~ | Noéw, what i8 this so-called warrant ?
It is a document in the following form:
‘Govérnment of British Columbia,
Dede, L : ERA
“Requisition No. " | ..,, forfssuance of a
warrant granting. authority to expend;
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the following sums out of estimates for

the expenditure of the fisenl year ending

S0th June, 189. ..

No. .... AUDIT OFFICE WARRANT
o BOO, 5

Nuniber of Vote. .., .
Abstraet of payments
‘ Antount required,
For Auditor's use.
Date initinlled.
Amount authorized. ;
These lines are the heads of columns,
and below them follows a blank rule
space. 'Then this certificate:
T : ’

‘to_be made, :

and then this certificate: ‘
Certified correct. Signaturgsii.. .

+ e s ety Auditor.

Note the blank in the line following
the requisition in capitals, * Ne..i:."
Audit Office Warrant Book.” = If a
blank sheet is needed fof = the reason
speciffed above, this blank is filled with
the same number ag that on the sheet
containing the amount, but the part of
the form intended for the cértificate™ will
be torn off. This, Mr. Turner says, has
been the practice in the past, and he pre-
sumes it was followed in making up the
educational warrant at the close of thé
last half-year.

Note again that the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor - does/ not sign each sheet separately,
but only either the first or the last, as
suits his convenience, n Mr. Dewdney
used to sign the first sheet generally, but
Mr. MecInnes usually signsthe last sheet.
Bear ,id mind:that a number of forms
as above are sent to the Lieutenant-
Governor, accompanied by the order-in-
council recommending the payment of
the several amounts. When they come
back there is nothing to prevent the
Anuditor-General from taking out the
paper-fastener which = holds them to-
gether, and slipping in a ream of sheets
if he wishes.,, For :convenience, the
necessary blanks are put in in the first
place. 5

Now, suppose some dishonest person
wished to include in the group of requisi-
tions or warrants some amounts which
the Lieutenant-Governor had not seen.
In such a case he would have to alter
the amount, as it appeared in the order-
in-council in connection with the number
corresponding to that upon the so-called
blank warrant, This would necessitate
collusion with the officer having charge
of the orders-in-council; and also on
‘the part of the Auditor-General, and
probably by the deputy head of the de-
partment against’ which the amount
‘-would be charged. Such collusion is
theoretically possible; but if it is once
admitted that there is danger of such
infamous rascality, we may as well de-
spair of carrying on any kind of govern-
ment whatever. We are willing to cop-
cede without argument that if the mem-
bers of a cabinet and the chief mem-
bers of the civil service choose to col-
lnde for such a purpose, they can falsify
the public records as they like, and
steal as much money as they wish, and
that, if they only steal enough to be able
to buy up.the public accounts committee,
their rascality will be tolerably safe
from detection, Thé Suggestion that
such a thing would Be'abn_e_ is; of course,
absurd; but it is just such a thing that
those people must have in' mind, who
allege that an attempt was made dis
honestly to procure the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor’s signature to blank warrants.
Such a signature would have no es
pecial value as.an autograph, even if it
were written on the blank, which would
not be the case, for he would not sign
the blank in any case. It would have
no value, except for the purpose outlined
above. .

The allegation of the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor. and the insinuations based upou
it are utterly needless and inexcusable.
If the departments cannot be strustec
with a number of blank forms pinned to
on."' bearing the Lieutenant-Governor's
signature, they cannot be trusted to keep
the forms in their offices, and the Lieu-
tenant-Governor would have to dok
them out as they are needed. But it
this were the case, who would watch
the Lieutenant-Governor ? Governmer:
would soon become impossible if no reli
anee could be placed upon the integrity
of men in office.

CIVIC POLITICS.

A ‘business man told the Colonist the
other day that he took no- interest in
municipal politics. = He takes interest
enough in provincial and federal polities.
Yet the latter touch him only occasional-
ly and to a limited extent. We have
learned in Canada that so far as business

, that is business as a whole, it mat-

| ters very little whether A. B. or C. D.

_is in power at Ottawa or Victoria. ' Lo
«gﬂhterecu may suffer from speeific
errors of policy or administration, but
the great body of business is as little
touched by the politics of the hour as
the ocean currents are affected by the
passing winds.” On the other hand muni-
cipal politics touch a man every day and
touch him in what is supposed to be his
most yital part, that is, his pocket. Yet
it is no- exaggeration to say that the
average business man of Victoria pays
less-attention to the affairs of the eity
than he does to those of Demmark, or
some other-place with which he hasmo
concern. at all. A notion seems to be
abroad that municipal politics is neces-
sarily a tough subject, and, like garbage,
may be left to the handling of men who
don’t mind that sort of thing.. Let us
illustrate what we mean by saying that
municipal politics touch évery man every
day, ‘ ; 45

1£ yon
when'the tide is out, your nose is greeted
by a‘vile smell and your eyes are vexed
by a,lat of tumble-down, uninhabitable
shacks, "If business or curiosity takes
you through Chindtown, the chances are
that yon will see miscellaneous collec:

ticns 0. rubbish in the ‘streets and gut-|
ters: . If youw go up to North wanrd 'you |
will fifid'a fountain and what might be a
beguty spot left to decay, and will, if you

‘over oL sidewalks-well

walkacms James Bay bridge |

no public playground. If you like to
take a bath in the mornig, you .will
find your sense of smell shocked by the
odor of the water. If you take a walk
perhaps the
l¢ss said about the things you will think

| the bétter, ' For all this and much more

misgovernment, you are paying, and pay-
ing pretty well. When you go to other
cities you see municipal progress; you
cvme back home to encounter municipal
stagnation, Then you pay your taxes
aund comfort yourself with the reflection
tkat municipal politics is a bore anyway.
Good citizen, if you.do not arouse your
self to the urgent necessity of some ac-
tion, you will wake up‘some morning
with an uncéomfortablé sénsation that
Victoria no longer knows just “where
she is at.”

THE SMASHING OF EL KALIFA.

The Sirdar’s great feat of arms occu-
pies almost a unique place in history. It
is true that Mehemet pushed his forces
up the Nile valley 48 far‘as General Kit-
chener has gone; -and extended the sup-
rcmacy of Egypt as far West as Dar-
fur. But this was little more than a
struggle between one de_sert faction amd
another, such as ‘has been "going on in
the Soudan ever since men began to
write history. Hitherto the Soudan has
been a rock against which the armies of
the North have expended themselves in
vain, as the sea waves exhaust their
power on some mighty headland. There
is no record of any European race send-
ing soldiers successfully as far up the
Nile as Khartoum. From Alexandria
to the former capital of El Mahdi the;
distance in a direct line is about a
thousand miles. The route by the river
must be nearly twice as much, and that
followed by the Anglo-Egyptian forces,
by water, rail, or across the desert on
foet, must be nearly as long as the dis-
tance by river. The obstacles to be
encountered are tremendous. ' A railway
had to be built, operated and kept open,
likewise a line of telegraph. Gunboats
were constructed out of materials
brought from the coast. Everything
which the army needed had to be carried
-over the whole line of march, an under-
taking of enormous maghitude, when we
think of what a force of 25,000 fighting|
men, with a strong contingent of cavalry |
and a great retinue of camp followers,i
called for. All this had to be done under|
climatic conditions highly unfavorable]
and in the face of an enemy, who lack!
nothing in courage, however . deficient;
tkey may have been in the most mod-|
ern appliances of warfare. Wolseley |
attempted the same feat, but was recall-|
ed when the news of Gordon’s death was
received. He donbtless would have
reached Khartoum, but whether he
would have been equal to the task of
“smashing the Mahdi” must remain a
matter of epinion. If he had failed, we
would have known that it was mnot be-|
cause of his lack of skill or his soldier’s
lack of courage. Kitchener’s expedition |
has been crowned with complete success.!
From first to last there has not been
a single fglse ‘step. A JFrench paper,
speaks of the operations as like the de-
monstration of a mathematieal problem.|
Another paper, some time ago after the|
battle of Atbara %aid something to the’
effect that having smashed El Kalifa atl
that point, and the weather having be-!
come too hot for fighting, the troops took;
a holiday, many of the officers going|
home to England to see their friends,
holding themselves in readiness, when-.
ever the Sirdar sent word, to £6 back up!
the Nile and help deliver the final blow,
on the great pretender. Give him a
huge army near a base of supplies, and|
any general can crush an inferior foe
by mere ferce of numbers. Even in such|
a wonderful campaign -as that which/
ended at Sedan, victory was simply due
to the fact that Germany was ready
and France was not. Everything was
against Kitchener, except two important
factors, namely, that he had a free hand
and good soldiers. He was not ham-
pered with instructions. He did not set
out on his campaign with a string tied
to him and a meddlesome busybody-in-
authority at the other end.” In that re-
spect he-was like the €rusaders of. old.
He was where no one could help him,
and so he worked out his own salvation.

But in praising the Sirdar we must not
withhold from thé men ‘under him the
recognition which 4s their due. Both
British and Egyptian rank .and file de-
serve the highest praise, but it is worth
recalling that the post of danger was
always occupied by Tommy Atkins, or
his comrades in the Highland regiments,
the Lancers or the artillery. The splen-
did discipline exhibited by the British
troops; theimeunflinching conrage, their

:steadiness—a quality of such inestim-

ablé value in battle with ‘any foe, and
especially one made up of fanatics, are
beyond all praise. This gloric‘us advance
up the Nile is worthy of a place be-
side the greatest feats of arms which
shed lustre on the British flag. Splendid
work ‘was done’ by the Soudanese sol-
diers under the command of Kitchener.
These fellows are natural fighters, and
the only question about them was wheth-
er they would submit to the rigid disci-
pline called for by war, when prosecuted
vndeér what we call civilized rules. But
ithe surprise of all was the part played by
the Fellaheen soldiery. Kipling has told

:us how Sergeant What-his-name

*“Drilléd a black man ‘white, and made

but we all agree with him that
“The everlasting miraele ’s just the
same.” o

It would not be just to close any re-
view' of this campaign without a refer-
ence to the vanguished. At last the chiv-
alry of the desert has gone down hefore
the iron blows of the North, There is
something pathetic ‘about it. ' When we
read of the horrors. which marked the
sway of El Mahdi and his no less crucl
successor, we know tat the awful blows
struck at Atbara and Khartoum were in

the cause of humanity; but the mind will

ask, be toid that ¥ke people Yhere have| yet picture the white-robed Emirs, Koran

in hand, riding into the very gate of
death  with no thought of fear, and the
ercwded ranks behind them inspired by
the thought that either victory or Para-
dise awaited them. But there is no time
to waste in regrets over the fate of the
picturesquely valorous dervishes, In the
mysterious ecomomy of mankind such
things must be. We may wonder at
them, but cannot hope to understand
them,

The Times. thinks the reference of the
Colonist to the Conservative convention
at Vancouver inconsistent with what it
said about introducing party lines at the
last election. It is not at all incomsist-
ent; but if it were, we do not know that
this would be a fatal objection. Only a
fool never changes his mind. At the
same- time the Colonist does mot with-
draw a word of what it said on this
subject prior to the election. Its later
observation was wholly directed to the
peculiar conditions with which the con-
vention was dealing. It still believes it
2 mistake to divide provineial politics on
federal lines, but the way things are
shaping there appears to be no help
for it, and the party which the Times
sapports is chiefly to blame for it,

The Times thinks that doubt exists
as to whether the law forbidding saloons
to Gpen on election day applies to the
plebiscite, | The best opimion in the East,
as expressed in the papers, appears t
be that it -dees. !

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT.

A correspondent suggests that prop-
erty holders should meet and organize a
Civic Association. With this idea we
wholly agree. Wie also feel that the
present system of city government is
foredoomed to failure. No city council,
‘no matter of whom it is composed, can
properly carry om .affairs. There always
ought to be a city council; but the de-
tails of administration should be in the
hands of a permanent board, appointed
by the council, perhaps, and remevable
only for cause. The attempt to com-
bine legislative and executive powers in
the council has been a failure whenever
it has been tried. The legislative power,
including taxation, might properly be
vested in :the council, which represents
the people,;but the carrying out of public

I| works within the city would be more

efficient if)vested in a permanent board.
We mgke the following suggestion, as a
sort of * feeler.”

The public service naturally divides it-
self under two heads, nmamely, Public
Works and Public Safety. The former
includes the maintenance of reads,
streets, bridges, buildings, lighting and
water plants amnd other things of that
nature. The latter includes the main-
tenance of the fire department, the police
department, the hesalth department, and
so on. How would it do to appoint a
permanent. commissioner of public works
and a pemmanent mmlssioner of public
gafety, .ang. make these tweo, with the
mayor; the executive board of thé éity,
respomsible, of course, to the council,
and without authority te imcur any ex-
penditure wifthout the authority of that
body ? . y

MUST BE CLEARED UP.

We reprint am article from the Mon-
treal Star on 'the British Columbia politi-
cal episode. The Star very clearly points
out the distinctien between the two posi-
tions which are alleged as the ground of
the Lieutenant-Governor’s action. There
is ne question that.eur Montreal contem-
porary puts a cemrect construction upon
the right of the Lieutenant-Governor to
dismiss his ministry. The Colonist was
cereful to make this point plain in its
first article on the subject. The right
of the Crown to dismiss its ministers is
beyond all guestion, but this right must
not be exercised on a mere whim, or
' from persomal prejudice, or even because

iome or mere of the cabinet is- not per-
somally pleasant. The same is true of
‘the representative of the Crown. It
‘may sometimes happen that a minister
‘makes himiself personally obnoxious,
which may easily happen when one, or
both, of the parties coneerned is a little
headstrong; ‘but this is not a ground for
the minister’s removal. If one minister
shows himself to be unfit for his position,
this may be a ground for his dismissal,
but unless he happens to be the first
minister, or unless the first minister re-
fuses to comsent to his dismisal, that is
‘no ground for dismissing a minitry. All

fthese matfers are well understood, for

 there were politicians in the world befere
‘Btitish Columbia was thought of. What
the Colenist. complains of is that in this
province all constitutional rules and pre-
cedents have been set at defiance, and
what disturbs us even more is the claim
put ferward in certain quarters that un-
der the Constitution act of this province,
British precedents and rules do not ap-
ply. . We do not believe this claim has
the Teast foundation in fact, but it is
made, and seriously made, by persouns,
whose positions entitle what they say to
scme weight. What we want to know
is whether or not this province has res-
ponsible government. It has not, if the
action of the Lieutenant-Governor can
be sustained..

. IT IS JUST AS IMPORTANT

a mummy fight, % i ;
That you enrich and purify your blood

in the fall as in the spring. At this
time, owing to decaying vegetation, a
low water level and other causes, there
are disease germs all about us, and a
weak and debilitated system’ quickly
yields to attacks of malaria, fevers, etc.
By purifying and enriching your blood
with Hood’s Sarsaparilla, you may build
up your system to resist these dangers,
as well as coughs, colds, pneumonia and
the grip, which come with  colder|
wenther.. To be on the safe side, take
Hood’s Sarsaparilla now, and always be
sure it is Hood’s, and not something else
represented to be * just as good.”

the relations between the Sovereign and| W.
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{Eurrent Comment §

POLITICAL HYPOCRITES.

Toronto Mail and Empire.

There can be little doubt that Mr.
Frank Oliver, M. P., voices the opinions
of the honest or anti-boodle section of
the Liberals in his attack upon the iead-
iug party organs, and more particularly
upon the Toronto Globe. 'Time was
when the organ appeared to stand for
prineciple. At all events, it shouted for
cleanliness in government, and opposed
exorbitant = outlays, land-grabbing, offi-
cial corruption and what not. Now,
says Mr. Oliver, grouping the Toronto
publication with others of a like charac-
ter, * the effort of these papers, the pur-
pose of their existence, is to get the Lib-
eral government—placed in power by the
people to give clean administration—to
prostitute that power for the benefit of
the owners. of these papers, and the in-
terests allied with them. So far, they
have succeeded marvellously well on one
hand in advantaging themselves and in
making Liberal professions and princi-
ples upon which Canadian elections were
fought for twenty years and finally’ won,
a by-word and laughing stock.” Cer-
tainly we have not much of the old Lib-

cial management hls been answered by
a huge lift in :
addition in one th of five million to]
the debt—the sum’by which Conservative
administrations, when liberally aiding
necessary railways and building large
public works, increased it annually, Of
reductions in taxation we have none to
speak of. There has been an infinitesi-
mal shave in the ad valorem rate charged
upon imports, produced in large measure
by the enlargement of the free list favor-
ably to United States goods.. But the
tax paid per head of the population is
heavier than ever. It is a question
whether financial reforms were ever seri-
ously contemplated. A good deal was
said of them on the platform; but it is
known that immediately the clean liber-
als won the victory, the greedy factions
Jlaughed them to scorn, and declared
that, while a platform was a good
enough affair to get in on, the proper
thing to do when once on top was to
have a hot time and to make the money
fiy. It is on this principle that the pol-

doned.

Look at the indecent rush that was
made to Ottawa to secure and {o divide
up among the greedy elements all the
material considerations within reach. A
stampede in the Klondike when. a new
gold discovery is made is not a circum-
stance to it. Look at the deals, .with
the millions that are slipping into pri-
vate pockets. Look at the Drummcnd,
the. Crow’s Nest and the Yukon scan-
dals, the Tarte contracts and the exploi-|
tations by the Sifton officials. All these
things are in direct contradiction of Lib-
eral principles and Liberal promises.
Every wrong is tolerated and excused
by the party organ, the Globe. Indeced,
for the biggest exploitations and thefts
that paper is the open and brassy ad-
vance agent.  Mr. Oliver evidently as-
sumes that it is treacherous to the hon-
est Liberals, and that it works so zeul-
cusly for the grasping cliques becaunse
persons having influence with it have,
through the granting the Crow’s Nest
subsidy, which it advocated with suspi-
cious heat, hauled out of the deal prop-
erty, formerly public lands, valued  at
$1,500,000. It is'a serious reflection
upon our public morality when a Promix
ment n in party, a man 6f Mr.
Oliver’s position, makes such an infer-
ence.. But leaving that feature of the
case aside, the fact remains that the ac-
cumulating evils multiply, and the organ
assists their growth; that the platform
is ripped up and cast away; and the
ergan, for reasons of its own, will not
now call, as it once did, for honesty. We
believe that matters will go from bad
to worse, unless thoughtful and patrictic
men drop party names to unite in de-
fence of the honor and the treasure of
the country. We shall sink as Spain
has done if grasping factions, aided by
a corrupt and greedy press, are allowed
to prey upon and to demoralize the
country.

'RIGHTS OF WHEELMEN.

Spokane Spokesman-Review.

Bicyeclists ‘complain that the pedestri-
ans have run them off the sidewalks of
Spekane, the drivers of ‘cabs, buggies
and wagons are now trying to drive
them off the streets. They should re-
sort to the British method of establish-
ing their rights. : At Victoria last week
. G. Bowman, a licensed hackman,
was fined $50 and costs, the maximum
penalty, for refusing to turn out for a
wheelman, and maliciously crowding
him in against a street car track. A
similar course would establish the rights
of wheelmen in this city. While there
are reckless riders among the bicyclists,
whose disregard of the rights of pedes-
trians shuts them off from sympathy, it
is equ true that the great majority
of Spokane wheelmen observe the rights
of others, and have themselves a real
grievance. In this city, as in Viectoria,

pleasure they find in pushing wheelmen
into the gutters and rough parts of the
streets. They act as if they had full
title to the highways, and ignore the
lawful rights of pedestrians, as well as
wheelmen. An example like that at Vie-
toria would set these “road hogs” to
thinking slong another line. ’

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA EPI-
SODE

Montreal Star.

It should certainly be made clear
whether Lieutenant-Governor. McInnes,
of British Columbia, dismisced the Tur-
ner . government because it had lost his
confidence, or because he believed it had
lost the confidence of the people. 'The
latter was the reason at first put out;
but subsequent statements by those who
profess to speak for the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, and lately published correspond-
ence seem to indicate thet the ‘former
was the reason for his ‘decided mnetion.

have been sufficient and wholly proper.
A lieutenant-governor shonld not permit
a .government to stey i power which
has lost his coufidence. nor should he
permit one to stay there which he be-
lieves to have lost the confidinde of the
people. But he ought to have ‘exceed-
ingly good reasons for rither the with-
drawal of his Bown confidence or his be-
lief in the ‘withdrawal of public suppurt.
Certainly the whole incident needs
clearing up, A government went to the'
polls and was not put in a minority. The
chances seemed to be that it had suc-
ceeded in securing exactly half the mem-.
bers of the legislature; though even
this was confessedly not sure, for the
elections were not yet all over when the
Lieutenant-Governor acted.  This was
not a strong position for a government,
but the opposition was so divided that

O
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Al Pleasant EXperience
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During the past week we have en oy
the pleasant exgeﬂence of sending '}nﬁg
from- our store hundreds of delighted pat-
rons. Most of them had beught grocerieg
from us before and knew they were rup.
ning no risk, despite the very low prices,
because they got the very best goods.

A FEW FOR THIS WEEK.

Ogilvie’s Hungarian Flour $1.45 Sack

Snow Flake $1.20 Sack

Granulated Sugar 201b. for 81

Best Mpnitoba Creamery Butter 25c¢. 1b

e ¥ les Dairy %  20c.1b
Use Dixi Hams and Bacen.

DIXI H. ROSS & CO.

the ‘Lieutenant-Governor gave this as a
reason for sending for a man not in the
legislature at all. The apparent infer-
ence from this would be that the Pre-
mier had at his back more visible
strength than any man in the provinee;
and yet he was dismissed professedly on
the ground that he had lost the confi-
dence of the electorate. In the sequel
it was seen that the outsider upon whom
the Governor imposed the task of form-
ing a ministry was utterly unable to do
so; and it was only when the opposition
united on one leader that he was able
to secure advisers who would attempt
to replace the men he had dismissed. It
is rumored that even this government
will net meet the legislature, but will
again appeal to the ‘people; - ° ¢

indicate that the Lieutenant-Goverior
was not moved to
by reading the election returns as by
his unwillingness to endorse the financial
policy of his old advisers. That is, it
was his own lack of confidence, ungl not
that of the people, which moyed him 'to
eject his advisers. This being so, his
new councillors must cermznly assume
full responsibility for the act, which im-
plies that they must be ready to defend
it with reasons when they meet either
the legislature, fresh from ﬂ_le people,
or the people themselves. It is a grave
matter for a lieutenant-governor, who'is
really nothing more nor less than '‘the
representative of the Dominion govern-
ment, to dismiss a provineial govern-
ment because he does not like its adviee;
and it is to be hoped, in the public inter-
est, that this episode will be scrutinized
to the bottom, and that we shall all be
put in possession of the right and the
wrong of the affair. oy

AGAINST IMPARTIAL INQUIRY.
Montreal Witness. :
There should be no royal commission/
to inquire into the British Columbia
mess, The only possible outcome of
such a move on the part of the Dominion
government, which would have to issue
the commission, would be to extend the
squabble from the small arena of B
Columbia  provineial politics to the
greater one of Dominion politics. Thus
extended, it would be sure to become a
Dominion party question, and might de-
velop into one of those very disturbing
disputes between a Dominion and a Pro-
vincial government. The proper arena
for the settlement of the question be-
tween the Lieutenant-Governor and the

lature, which has full powers to deal
with \the whole matter, subject, of
course, to an appeal to the people of the
province in the last resort. And already,
by the working of the constitution, af-|
fairs are in train towards that end. The
' Lieutenant-Governor has chosen advis-
ers who have assumed responsibility for
- both his course in general and his parti-
cular acts, and they will have to justify
them to the legislature at its next ses-
'sion. If they do not succeed in doing
#0, and a vote of ,want of confidence i8
passed, then an appeal to the electors
will be necessary, and the new govern-
ment will have to stand or fall by the
verdict. The proper place for the final
séttlement of the whole maiter is the
province of British Columbia, and the
electors of the province are the proper
commission to judge of all the facts.

Hungry Higgins—I don’'t see how these
pl‘overf guys make it out that time is
money. .

‘Weary Watkins—Jist listen at you! ‘As
if you'd never heard the judge make it so
many dollars or so many days.—Indianap-
olis Journal.

I drove a golf ball in the air,

It fell to earth, I know not where,

With patience and with skill profound

I searched the grass for rods around.
No more that ball will soothe my eye,
The caddie got there first—that's w%;ie

“How did Eleanor announce her engage-
ment to the family?” -

“She just wiggled the finger that had on
the diamond ring.”—Chicago Record, .

to see you play Julie
Seeond Girl—Yes, I know youn were. But

you needn’t have talked so loud all through

my best scenes. ¢

First Girl—Oh, but you must be mis-

taken, dear, it couldn’t pessibly have been

” Later revelations, ‘however, seem 1o | g
this action so much | )

“ First Girl—I was in front last night, dear, |

DOMINION NEWS NOTES.

Port Bdward, Sept. 7.—(Special)—Wm.
Fraser and his two year old child were
found floating in the river to-day. Boih
are dead. Fraser evidently jumped in
:il;e river to save his child, and lost his

e.

Toronto, Sept. 7.—(Special)Mayor
Shaw. has written to Right Hon. Joseyph
Chamberlain, Imperial colonial secretary,
who is expected in New York to-day,
begging him to pay a brief visit o Tor

onto. -
Belleville, Sept. 7.—~(Special)—Ponton,

of robbing the Dominion Bank is pend-
ing, has met with a bicyele aecident and
is_reported seriously injured.'

Montreal, Sept. 7.—(Special)—Dr. .God-
y Madore, surgeon to the "Mounted
Police in the *Yukon, left today for

awson, i

Halifax, Sept. T—(Special)—The stean-
er Oceanie, from Sunderland, bound for
E:m ton Ii‘tolfdg’ wasntowedbhere this

ng wi er cylinder broken b
the steamer British negn. :

Montreal, Sept. T.—~(Special)The Do-
mimon government has declined ‘the offer
made by the Elder Dempster Steamshio
company to carry mail matter free from
Montreal to Bristol.

Toronto, B_ept. 7.—(Special)-The Board
of Trade will tender a banquet to Lord
Herschell on his visit here next, week.
The council of the board will also ten-
der a reception to Hon. Wm, Mulock on
Wednesday evening next.

Winnipyg, Sept. 7.—(Speecial)—Blectric
cars collided on Portage avenue to-day
and Motorman Mullens was badly cut
about the head.

REMNANTS OF THE ARMY..

Three Thousand Soldiers Accompany the
i Vanquished Khalifa.

_London, Sept. 7.—A despatch to the
‘Central News agency from Omdurman.
says thp Khalifa, in his flight, took 3,000
men with him,

A PREACHER'S NERVE

| Will Break Under the Strain of Indigestions
—Here's the Testimony of the Preacher
and His Wife—Backsliders From Good:
Health Reclaimed by the Power of the:
Great South American Nervine.
il Rev. W. 8. Barker, of
1 was greatly afflicted with indigestion
and nervous prostration, and my wife was:
all>run down and Siffering much from gen-
eral debility, and we heartily join hands
in giving testimony to the great relief and
curative powers of South American Ner-
vine. Splendid results followed the taking
of the first bottle, and a few bottles have
cured us both and we cheerfully recommend’
it to our fellow-sufferers,’

8old by Dean & Hiscock and Hall & Co.
ATk S R

LOST—(Friday) one bunch of keys on S.
Qaanlch road. Finder kindly address to
‘“Keys,"” Colonist office. s7

i BORY.

OLMES—In this city, Sept. 2nd, the wife

of W. J. H, Holmes.’ otw Kaslo, of a son.
MARRIED.

FOX-ROGERS — On the 10th August, =t
the Parish church, Mawnan, near Fal-
mouth, by the Rev. Wm. Fred C.
Rogers, George Croker Fox, Jr,
merky of Saanich, B. C., to Cecilia Hart,
youngest daughter of the late Reginald
Rogers, of Carwinion, Cornwall.
BOOTH-MORLEY—At Spokane, U. 8. A..
81st August, 1898, Arthur Booth, of’
Vietoria, B. C., to  Mary Morley, of
South Saanich, near Victoria, B. C.

DIED,

McQUADE—At Victoria, B. C., on the 315t
inst., ard ‘Augustin McQuade, a na-
tive of Albany, New York, age 52 years:
4 months.

RAMSBEY—In this city, on the 3rd inst..
James Ramsey, a native of County
Down, Ireland, age 69 years.
JAEGERS—On the 3rd inst., at 20 Erie
street, Captain John F. Jaegers, a na-
ig&l"t Memel, Prussia; born May 29th,

Peterboro’, says::

MURISET—In this city, September 5,
Charles Muriset, dearly beloved son of
Charles and Rose Muriset; age 25 years
8 months.

EKIRKEWOOD—At the family residence. 67
Kane street, this city, Monday. John
Kirkwood, beloved busband of Elizabetl
Kirkwood, aged 6Y, a natlye of Milton,
Dumbartonshire, Scotland.

‘Will be found an excellent remedy for
sick headache, Carter’s little Liver Pills.
Thousands of letters from people whe

1. I never talk in my sleep!—Punch.

have used them prove this fact.Try themn-

the bank clerk against whom the charge
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