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It h not toe much to pay that aa 
■he recalled the face and figure of 
her hue bead of as hour, the girl, In
nocent to a fault, shuddered. Had
•he been a whit lews Innocent, had
she known half as much as the gen
erality af girl# ot only halt bar age, 
that knowledge would have allowed 
her to discriminate, to see how far 
Cyril bed sinned, to weigh hla sin in 
the balance, and make egeuses for 
him; hut 8dna knew nothing sane 
that the man she had thought so 
good , as pare and good, and noble 
and spotless as he was handsome— 
was something so different that «he 
shrank from the mere thought of hie 
presence, blushed and writhed under 
the remembrance of his passionate 
kieses, and moaned aloud a prayer 
that the good God might send death 
there and thee to her, and save her.

Edna’s lore had bain as pure and 
noble as herself. She had not loved 
Cyril’s beauty, ^reat as It was, proud
ly fond of it as she wsi; it he had 
come back to her with sema great 
sear across his face that rendered it 
twice as hideous as it had been be
fore, beautiful, her love would have 
bed no abatement—It -would rather 
bave increased by so much of sweet, 
wifely pity and tenderness. But sow I 
Ph, God! it was too fearful to think 
pf, so fearful that she, in her great 
innocence, could not grasp the full 
sense of it; but this she knew, that 
the man she had given her ytoung life 
and virgin love to, the man who had 
tome to her and made her love him, 
who had stood between her and blot
ted out all else as small and unwor
thy of consideration—did not love 
her, could not love her, for he had 
loved—oh, God; not loved, but mur
mured words of love to—had kissed 
with kisses, such »e be bad given her, 
another—yes, many other women!.

Her state of mind—its great and 
awful contrast to that sweet, expect
ant happiness of an hour ago—is 
difficult to describe, well-nigh Impos
sible, yet easy to understand; it was 
as if the heavene had been suddenly 
darkened, all good, and faith in good, 
destroyed, and ebe herself were left 
to stand alone and battle against un
conquerable, inevitable, overwhelm
ing misery of evil.

She shed no tgar, but her face was 
white and drawn, her eyes strained 
and wild with a vast agony, and her 
Ups parched as with fever. And so 
the bride waited for the bridegroom!

The great clock above her struck 
the hour; three monks from tbs mon
astery on the bill csme slowly up the 
steps, with bent heads end folded 
hands, and approached the smaller 
flight at the cathedral door.

They looked at her as they passed; 
one—an old man, with white hair 
shining beneath hie brOwn cowl- 
paused and heat over her as she sat, 
her bead upon her hand, her eyes 
fixed with a was, hopeless, startled 
look upon the street beneath.

"Are you in any trouble, my daugh
ter?” he asked, with gentle gravity.

Edna looked up at him with absent 
stare, and slowly shook her head; and 
the monk, with a muttered "Peace be 
with you!” passed with bent head, in
to the dim light beyond the open 
door.

Trouble! Tes, a trouble no monk
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CHAPTER VIII

MISS GLITTERS SPEAKS.
Edna is fascinated; she cannot held 

back; she must look If that look deals 
death to her, and It does almost, for 
as she looks on Cyril’s face she falls 
hack with her hand on her heart.

“Come—there—bear up,” says. ©Ut
ters, not unkindly. "It seems rough, 
I know that—of course it does; but 
It’s beter to find him out now than 
when it’s too late. Oh, yea, ha’s 
handsome enough, too handsome, tor 
that matter; and It’s hard to believe 
that a man with a face like that 
ahould be like the devil himself. I 
wonder what he’s been telHng you? 
Newer* you mind ; the best thing you 
can do Is to forget it—take my ad
vice------”

"Let me see,” breaks in Edna, ris
ing from the cold stones and ad
vancing, white as the sculptured 
saints in the niches above her.

Glitters held out the locket again.
"Tea, there his is, there’s no mis

taking him—mere’s the handsomest
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CHAPTER IX.
IN BITTER MISERY.

MOLLY GUTTERS went on her 
way, having, as she thought, perhaps 
for the first time in Her life done her 
duty, and stretched out her bead to 
warn and perhaps save an innocent 
young girl from the snares of one of 
the most dangerous men of the day, 
with a most pleasantly approving 
conscience. It was quite a novel sen
sation tor Molly, the feeling of bar
ing done the right thing, and having 
gone out of the* way to do it, too ; for 
Molly was not partial to young and 
simple girls—Indeed, ebe bad the 
usual antipathy of her class for them, 
and it had not been by any weans an 
easy piece of good will which she 
had accomplished that morning. Mol
ly went on her way, self-satisfied and 
complacent, and left behind her a tor
tured, anguished, racked woman, who 
was no more the Edna of an hour ago 
than the eagles one sees eating their 
hearts out In their cages at the zoo, 
or the monarch» of the sky, that soar 
above the Syrian tills.

Motionless, tearless, she eat, her 
head beet upon her hands, her heart 
burning like a,red-hot coal.

What did it all wean? What was 
this frightful nightmare? ’Ça» It 
tree? Could U be true that her life 
had" finished that day—that aha 
should never know happiness, never 
be able to laugh more?—for U csme 
to that with bar, she felt, If this were 
true.

Ah, no, it could not be true! What 
waa ebe sitting here tor? Why did 
ebe not go home? Why did be not 
cease? She was half stunned by the 

too sudden, revelation to rea
lize it at once, immediately; but. aa 
the slow minutes tramped round the 
clock overhead, the truth grew upon 
her and made Uaelf felt, and, with a 
moan, she hid her face, and knew that 
the Joy of life wae ever for her.

The idol which she had worshiped 
m geU of the purest and finest type 
wee suddenly shorn of its divinity 
pnd shown to be nothing better than 
eeeunoa clay and draw.
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HENRY BLAIRdearest, sweetest, purest ; angel that 
had ever walked on earth in the 
guise of a woman, wts his! He 

didn’t deserve it—he least of all men 
living—but fate, a kindly fate, had 
chosen to be merciful and generous 
and had poured out upon him the 
greatest gift that a man had ever re
ceived.

With euoh thoughts as these, hand
some, "happy, “Wicked Sir Cyril” 
strode along, Impatient of every yard 
of the road that stretched between 
him and his bride.

She saw him the moment he came 
past the cathedral into the grave
yard, but she' could not speak or 
move.

She watched him as he paused and 
looked round Impatiently and eager
ly; then, as he caught sight of her 
and came toward her, picking his way 
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She stops In consequence of a ges
ture of mingled agony and horror by 
the quivering, anguished victim at
her feet. NIMROD GONE. 
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Edna turns her White face up with 
a great loathing.

“Are—are—you Ms wife?”
“His wife! Well, no, not exactly,” 

replies Glitters, with an uncomfort
able laugh, not that I ought net to 
be, if right was right. No, I'm not bis 
wife, and nobody ever will be if he 
aan help it—he knows a trick worth 
two of that! But I know as much 
about him an if I was, and more, per
haps; and my advice to you Is, get 
away from his reach as quick as you 
can! Don’t let him say » word tor 
aitnself, for he"s as soft-tonguad as S 
serpent, and as artful, for ail Ms boy-

among
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to her face,
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put heç hand 
back her hair and panted.

“My darling!” be exclaimed, half 
stumbling over a tiny grave; “I 
thought I bad lost you, that you had 
run away from me—thought little of 
it, you know. Here’s the shawl, a
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came up the path.

He had been longer than he expect
ed; there had been same difficulty, 
caused primarily by his original 
French, but he had got the shawl, it 
was on his arm,
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