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SIGNAL HONOR
- DONE MR. FINLAY

Banqueted in Lisburn, Ire- °
1and; by His Friends.

-Hon;\\‘. T. Finlay, minister of agri-
culture for Alberta, who is at pres-
ent visiting his old home in Ireland,
is being sigmally honored by his
friends in Lisburn, of which town he
was a citizen 35 yearS ago.

On  Qctober ‘2 he was tendered a
complimentary banquet, and ~ the
Northern Whig, of Belfast, published
the following account of the affair.

The visit of the Hon W. T. Finlay,
Minister of Agriculture, Alberta, Can-
ada, was made th& occasion last eve-
ning ~of an interesting function,
which took place in . the Assembly
Rooms, Lisburn, An old resident of
Lisburn, Mr. Finlay, some thirty-five
years ago, migrated to Canada, where
after an arduous and strenocus ¢ r
in -which success has crowns 1i
forts, he has been appointed the Min-
ister of Agriculture for the Province
of Alberta. Circumstances having
obliged him to pay a visit to this
country, a numnber of his old friends
and acguaintances in Lisburn availed
themé&elves of the occasion to pay him
a merited_compliment. The proposal
once suggested was taken up heartily,
and came to fruition last evening,
when g banquet was held in the As-
sémbly’ Rooms, and an illuminated
address was presented to Mr. Finlay.
The catering was in the usually ad-
mirable style of Messrs. Thompson'&
Son, of Donegall Place, Beliast.

Mr. G, B. Wilkins (chairman of the
TLisburn ‘Urben District Louneil), ‘pre-
dided,; and the féllowing were prés-
ent: Charles Curtis Craig, M.P.; Cap-
tain James Craig, M.P,; John Milne
Barbour, J.P., high sheriff for County
Down; H. A: M. Barbout; George H.
Clarke, J.P.; J. R. T. Mulholland,
J.P.; W. J. Jefierson, J.P,; James
Johnston, J.P., High Stréét, Lurgan;
Rev. J. §. C. Breakey, Rev. George
W. Thompson; J. R. Fisher, B.L.;
Charles Magill, M.D.; James G. Jel-
ferson, Joseph Lockhart, William G.
Maginess, Joseph Allen, Samuel F.
MeConnell, Hugh Malholland, W. B.
Galway, Charles G. Jefferson, John
Preston, Thomas Maleolmson, R. T.
Scott, James Martin, James A. Han-
na, Edwin Sinton, James Rice, James
B. Campbell, Robert Bannister, T. J.
English, Hugh Kirkwood, George A.
Duncan, Thomas M. Wilson, Robert
McCreight, George -Duncan, Ch#frles
Stevenson, Fred ~Dunean, William
Stevenson, Alfred Millar Stevenson,
James E. Pelan, Robert Allister, Nel-
son Russell, John G. Ferguson, Alex-
ander Finlay, Arthur Mussen, Wil-
liam Jefferson, Robert Pedlow, Thom-
as H. Purdon, Fred K. Hull, Red-
mond Jefferson, W. J. McMurray,
William Johnston, and J. H. MeBrat-
ney.

The Loyal Toasts,

The chairman gave the toast of
“The King,”” which was received with
musieal honors.

The toast of “The Queen, the Prince
and Princess of Wales,” and the oth-
er members of the Royal Family,”
was ‘dlso logyally honored.

The chairmen, in giving “The Lord
Lieutenant and Prosperity +to Ire-
land,” said no matter whether they
agreed or differed from the politics of
the present Lord Lieutenant there
could be only one feeling about him
amongst Irishmen who reflected, and
that was that Lord Aberdeen had the
prosperity oi Ireland at heart. (Ap-
plause,) It was not an enviable po-
sition for any public man to hold at
any time, and when they considered
that Lord Aberdeen had had previous
experience of this country, and came
back on the first opportunity to take
up the work in which he was so much
interested before, they would be con-
vinced that nothing but a desire to
advance the best interests of Ireland
could have induced him to come
back. (Applause.); g v

Mr. J. MilneiBarbour, in rééponds
ing, sadd he felt it was a iy great
honor that had devolved 1
that night to respond to that import-
ant toast. He had.first of all to thank
them for the +<cordiality with which
they had received it; which was typi-
cal of that loyalty to the person of
the Sovereign and to the Lord Lieu-
tenant, his representative in their
midst. Lord Aberdeen had already
filled the post of Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland, and it ‘was only comparative-
ly recently that he had returned from
filling the almost equally important
position of Lieutenant-Governor of
Canada, from which country he
brought back the respect, admiration
and affection of nearly all the inhabi-
tants spread over that wide Domin-
ion. (Applause.) He trusted when
his term of office expired in their
own country he might carry away
with him similar sentiments from
them. (Applause.) To couple the
name of the Lord Lieutenant and
prosperity of Ireland seemed to him
a very natural combination, as if
there was one thing more calculated
to direct capital to their country, to
foster commercial or other enterprise,
it was good sound government—(hear,
course, was the personal representa-
hear)—and the Lord Lieutenant, of
tive of the government over here,
When they talked of the prosperity
of Ireland there were many things
they might avoid. In the first place,
be thought it a great pity that some
of their sentiments should be more
or less of a negative character. When
they. spoke of

The Prosperity of Ireland
they had had impressed upon them
at different times by speeches deliv-
ered in this country and by repre-
sentatives of this country who travel-
led far and wide as to injuries done
at different times by their stronger
partner. He thoughat that that treat-
ment of Ireland was of such a dis-
tant date that it was a waste of time
for themAg-bring-it-into. present poli-

tics. No doubt a great number of in-
dustries were .stamped out in Ireland
during the sevenfeenth century, but
that .was a.very long time ago. In
the- same way he thought that they
need not, 4when they talked of. the
prosperity ef Ireland, buoy. them
selyes up by cenjuring visions of pros-
perity and an- ideal gtate of affairs
which might come in the future, and
in_ whieh:they might not survive to
participate. He- thought there was
very just cause| for them to feel a
measure of gratitude and satisfaction
at the prosperity which they really
were permitted to enjoy at present.
(Applause.) They had not far to look
in Ireland to find instances .of men
who had risen to the top 6f nearly
every profession, and Irishmen who
had done so not only in their own
country but in England and abroad,
They had :employers. who were both
enlightened and progressive, and
workpeople who were intelligent, skil-
ful and industrious. = (Hear, - hear.)
They had men of personal “ability,
who in their own way were able to
achieve success and prosperity right
in their own country, and when they
went abroad, where they did not car-
ry with them that influence which
might possibly
Promote Success at Home,
they found them filling high positions
with honor to themselves and benefit
to-the community, _That night they
had with them a very happy exam-
ple of the latter class of man. (Ap-
plause.) - They had; as he sdid, that
day all the elements which made for
prosperity in any country. They had
in addition to consider the agricultur-
al interests. Agriculture remained in
Ireland, as in a great many other
countries, by far the most important
industry, and it was within their time
that it really seemed to him that in
the systern of land tenure the old cry
of landlordism had glmost disappear-
ed. Some of them could still remem
ber the time when the system of land
purchase—state-aided land purchase—
was brought in. That meant they
enjoyed a very different state oi ai-
fairs to what the people did in this
country fifty years ago, and, having
obtained that relief, was it not fime
to stop crying out abouf the injustice
or oppression that existed prior to
this? - What they ought to do was to
realize the benefits they enjoyed, and
it rested with them to improve @the
opportunities they possessed. Let
the examples that existed of succéss
about them be an encouragement to
everyone to fresh effort, and then the
prosperity of Ireland, good as it was,
would be immeasurably better. (Ap-
plause.)
Character and Success.

The chairman said they were as-
sembled that evening in order to show
their appreciation for a distinguished
Lisburn man. {(Applause.) There was
perhaps no part of the world where
an Ulsterman found himself so much
at home as in Canada, because in
Ulster they had had a great deal to
do in building up that country, and
in ‘the making of its splendid suc-
cess. {(Applause,) Ulster people had
had a fair share in sending out em-
pire-builders who had created this
great empire of theirs. Amongstthose
whom they had so sent out was one
revered in the town of Lisburn, the
Hon. W, T. Finlay. (Applause.) Mr.
Finlay, withoat any assistance be-
yond his own efforts, character, and
energy, had created for himseli-a po-
sition in Canada and done a work
which was beneficial to his adopted
country and the empire itself, while
he had gained the admiration of all
those whom he had left behind him.
(Applause.) That banquet was. given
in his honor by the friends of his
boyhood, school and early manhood
days. And the result- of his (the
chairman’s) observations of the world
was that the boy who could gain
friends and as a man retain them re-
quired no better certificate of char-
acter- In boyhood days their charac-
ter was better discovered than ever
afterwards, and Mr Finlay had charac-
ter which was better than any suc-
the steem and affection of those he
had left behind, and he had
equally gained the esteem, affection
and confidence of those in
the esteem and affection of those in
the land of his adoption. They were
pleased to meet Mr. Finlay that night,
and they were proud of him and his
work, knowing that he had reflected
‘eredit” 8- his mative: .town. (Ap-
PIGUBE. ). "y e

Mr. George Duncan then read the
following :

ADDRESS

té6 the

‘HONORABLE W: T. FINLAY,

Minister of Agricultnre and Provin-
cial Secretary of the Province of
«s . .Alberta, Canada.

Dear Sir,—We have the honor to ad-
dress you as members of a consider-
able body of the. principal residents
of Lisburn and neighborhood, who de-
sire to accord to you a hearty  wel-
come on your return to your birth-
place after the long absence of thirty-
three years in the Great Dominion of
Canada.

We cannot allow the occasion to
pass without publicly expressing the
infinte pleasure with which we have
heard of vour success in the land of
your adoption, our high appreciation
of your courage, abilities and energy,
which have combined to raise you to
the important position which you
now occupy and so worthily fill, and
the pride we feel in your distinction.

Our countrymen have attained em-

[

minion of Canada, and that the Prov-
ince of Albéerta will occupy a promi-
nent place in the general prosperty.

We know and appreciate the fact
Lhat‘ many, emigrants from our shores
anxious to follow agricultural pur-
suits in the West, have from time to
time henefited by your experience
and advice, and we believe that such
will always find in you a safe and
wise counsellor.

We trust Mrs, Finlay will accept of
the accompanying present as a sou-
venir of her visit to our town.

Expressing our personal esteem for
you and our strongest wishes for your
unqualified success in your great
work, and also for.the health, happi
ness and -prosperity of Mrs. Finlay
and family.

We are (signed on behalf of the
subscribers), )

G. B. WILKINS, chairman,
ROBERT McCREIGH™, Treas.
- GEORGE A. DUNCAN, Secy.
Lisburn, ‘Ireland, Oct. 2, 1907,
Reply.

Gentlemen,—I - ean . scarcely find
words to express my appreciation of
your address of welcome on my  re-
turn to my native town after an ab-
sence of so many years, where the
days of my childhood, boyhood and
earlier manhood were spent, engrav-
mg on my memory many fond recol-
lections which time cannot erase.

For your reierence to the distine-
tion which I have attained by having
been appointed to the . position of
Minister of Agriculture in the govern-
ment of the . Provinece of Alberta,
which forms g part of that great loyal
and progressive portion of the Bri-
tish Empire—viz., the Dominion of
Canada—I thank you very sincerely,
because such a position in a new
country making such vast strides of
udvancement is one of great import-
ance and responsibility,

Grateful as I feel to you for your
marks of appreciation personally, 1
also thank you very much fqr your
reference to the great interest you
feel in our province of the Far West,
and while you refer to many emi-
grants from these parts to Albarta
having found benefit from my experi-
ence and advice, I can - assure you
that that is a part of the duties of my
position, and will be available to all
in the future as in the past.

Allow me to thank you on behalf of
Mrs. Finlay for your handsome pre-
sent to her as a souvenir of her visit
to Lisburn, and which she acknow-
ledges as a kindly gift from good-
hearted Irishmen.

Thanking you sincerely for - your
good wishes for my future success
and also for the health, happiness
and prosperity of myself, Mrs. Fin-
lay, and family.

3elieve me, yours faithfully,
W. T. FINLAY.
Lisburn. 2nd Octeber, 1907
Toast of the Evening.

Mr. W. J. Jefferson, in proposing
the health of Mr. Finlay, referred to
his early association with that gentle-
man in schoolboy days, and, continu-
ing, said that from Lisburn there had
gone to distant parts those who had
sought for the extension and had con-
tributed to the stability of the em-
pire. They loved to think of Mr.
Finlay as he was when young—kind
and simple, true and sincere, affec-
tionate and ‘brotherly. He was an
attached and faithful friend, and was
loved by those who knew him in his
earliest years. And they were glad
to see on his return there that he had
not changed in any of those excéllent
qualities which had doubtless "stood
him in good stead in the land of his
adoption. (Applause.) He wads still
affectionate, kindly and brotherly,
and sinee his return had - inquired
with respect to those witth whom he
had early associated. They saw him
not changed, and yet much changed
—how much some of them had at-
tempted to discover, but had not yet
perceived. They could see he was a
man who must have engaged in con-
flict, fighting through the journey of
life. mind against mind—one whose
mental qualities were greatly enlarg-
ed and strengthened, one whose tact
and resource were evidenced in all his
doings, one who felt the -responsi-
bility of the position resting upon
him, and who sought to realize in the
truest sense that the office he held
was for country and empire. (Ap-
plause.) -

Hon. W. T. Finlay.

The Hon: W. T. Finlay, in respond-
ing, said it was a great pleasure to
him, after an absence of some thirty-
five years, to find so many friends in
this country, and he thought in
speaking to them that evening his
time would be most profitably spent
in telling them of the great Dominlon
of Canada, which in, later years had
been growing more rapidly than any
other colony under the British crown.
When he reachsd Canada in the year
1874 he settled down in the eastern
part of it—Toronto and Montreal. ~He
remained in- that vicinity for several
years, but, as it was somewhat thick-
ly populated even then, he thought he
would stand a better chance by gett-
ing further west, and ~proceeded to
Manitoba. The bursting of the hoom
in that part of the country was a mat-
ter of history. and the chances further
west looked again fairer. He pre-
ceeded to a place called Medicine
Hat, from an Indian legend which
gave it its name. Mr. Finlay then
referred to his settlement in Alberta,
the province for which he was Minis-
ter of Agriculture. The province had
been part of what was called  the
Northwest Territories of Canada, that

inence in political, military and com-Jin old days belonged to the Hudson

mércial affairs in almost évery coun-
try under the sun, Irishmen have
alwayg occupied important positions
in the government of the many lands
embraced within the British Empire.
We rejoiee in the knowledge that Lis-
burn has ‘furnished many rames to
the roll of honor, and that amongst
these your own name may be wonthi-
ly inscribed.

Many of us knew you as a boy, and
some can associate your memory with
the close friendship formed in the
school, and later in the days of early
manhood ere you had tempted fortune
beyond the seas.

We feel a great interest in the ex-
tensive province of the Far West in
which you hold the high office of
Minister of Agriculture, It is perfect-
ly obvious to the world that a great
futuré is reserved- for the vast Do-

Bay Company, and they had held it
for some two centuries as fur traders.
After alluding to the procedure by
whiech the province became transferr-
Fed to the Dominion Government, Mr.
Finlay said the success that had at-
tended the change had been very
great indeed.. Some had argued that
Americansg - coming into the western
provinces constituted a danger, but
he pointed out that two-thirds of
them were repatriated Canadians,
and, owing to their experience of
agriculture, they were of great as-
sistance to the colony. With regard
to the loyalty of Canada, he was ex-
ceedingly proud to say that he did
not know any country that was, more
loyal to the British Crown. (Ap-
plause.) . This had been shown in the
recent South African war.. He was
not there in any capacity whatever in

connecfion with-the-government. He
visited this country owing to a per-
sonal matter of which nearly -all of
them were aware, and it was a sor-
rowful one for him. = Alluding to the
opening which Canada offered to 1m-
migrants, he advised thosé in search
of a home and livelihood to give that
country the preference to the United
States. 'He was proud of Lisburn
and of the progress it had made. In
Alberta. government creameries had
been splendidly organised, with mag-
nificent financial results, and they
had splendid methods of dealing with
the poultry raised by colonists.. He
had alWays held the theory that mix-
ed farming should be encouraged, and
he thought it would be of immense
advantage for the inhabitants of the
country districts of Canada. He
thanked them fir the compliment they
had: paid him that night, and he was
particularly grateful to his friend Mr.
Jefferson for the kindly words he had
used' on his behalf. The recollection
of those proceedings would be -a pleas-
ing memory to him while life lasted.
(Applause.y
‘““Houses of Parliament.”

Mr. C. C. Craig, M.P., responding
to the ““Houses of Parliament,” gave
an interesting account of a visit he
paid to Canada in August of last
year, and spoke of the large number
of people he met who had come from
the North of Ireland. While he would
not advise anyone who had an assur-
ed future in this country to go out
to Canada, yet he would say to those
wao had no prospectsin Ireland and
were looking about them that Canada
was the place. There was a great
future before Canada, and they had
all an affectionate regard for it, ow-
ing to the fact that most of them had
either relatives or friends in that Do-
minion. (Applause.)

“The Trade of Lisburn.”

Captain Craig, M.P., in proposing
the toast of “The Town and Trade of
Lisburn.” joined in the welcome to
Mr. Finlay.- With Mr. Barbour oOn
his right hand and Mr. Clarke on his
left he was splendidly placed to do
justice to the toast he proposed, as
they represented much of the pros-
perity of Lisburn. The town had in-
creased in population and in indus-
tries year by year. He wished to add
one word of congratulation to the
guest of the evening and to assure
him that that gathering was repre-
sentative, It was not a meeting of
one sect or clique, but a truly repre-
gsentative meeting of the Lisburn
people, who desired to welcome an cld
friend and an old inhabitant oi those
parts. (Applause.) He hoped that
whken Mr. Finlay went back to Can-
ada he would ecarry with him the
friendly thoughts and feelings which
they desired to attend him. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. George H. Clark, in responding,
said he was very pledsed to join with
tnem all in honoring one whom h2 re-
membered well there ‘'many years
ago before he went to Canada, whose
brothers and father he knew, and he
felt that his succ in the Dominion
5f Canada was a reflected honor on
the town of Ligburn. Proceeding,
Mr. Clarke briefly sketehed the his-
tory of the town of Lisburn from an
sarly period, and the gradual rise Of
its industries. There was no place
in which ‘there ‘had been less friction
between capital and labor thanin Liz-
burn, where the “best of feeling pre-
vatted amongst - all classes. (Ap-
plause.)

“The Press.”

The toast of the “Press’ was pro-
posed by Mr. J,- R. T. Mulholland,
J.P,, and was cordially drunk.

Mr. J. R. Fisher, in responding,
said the press was undoubtedly, as
Mr, Mulholland had said, an integral
and essential part of the constitution.
[t was essential for business, for the
spread of intelligence, and for the
purposes of education, and whether
they liked it or mnot they bhad to
grapple with it. At that late how of
the evening he was not going to in-
fict upon them a speech, but he did
wish to say just a word¥or two with
regard to their guest and the country
which he so well represented. He
knew well that the reason he had the
honor of being asked there that night
—because he was rather a stranger to
Lisburn—lay in the fact that he was

perhaps of that company the last who @

had visited Canada. - He had been in
Alberta since Mr. Finlay himself had
been there, and he had scen sOme-
thing of the extent of the country and
something oi the work of the depart-
ment over which he presided with se
much ability. He wouldg not speal
of Canada as a whole, but only= of
part of it, which some of them might
know as little about as he knew a few
months ago—that was the state of Al-
berta, which was about double the
size of the United Kingdom. - It was
a country of enormous possibilities.
going out from the east towards the
west he saw of course a great deal of
the oldest part of Canada. Passing
on through the rising and prosperous
English and Scotch provinde of On-
tario he then struck the great farming
and wheat growing districts of the
He would admit that the

y who:tt»grm\‘ing part was, as

Mr. Finlay had suggested, lacking in
some of the elements of home Iife
which he should like to see the set-
tlers enjoy. The wheat farming he
referred to was something like scrateh-
ing the ground and reaping a hasty
harvest. He did not think the in-
dustry would be founded .upon a
happy basis ‘until generally smali
mixed farming was provided. He
was specially strugk with this when
he got into the province of Alberta.
All through Manitoba and Saskatche-
wan there were observable immense
wheat fatms. ' Once they got into Al-
barta they began to see the shades of
the country assuming - a more varied
aspect. The harvests were splendid
and the climate different, the wind
from the Pacific coming into those dis-
tricts. There was another thing.
Once they got into Alberta they be-
gan to face to the east, or what they
called the east.. He was firmly con-
vinced that the twentieth century
would be the century of the Pacific
Ocean. Some peiple talked of the
yvellow peril as affecting especially
some parts of Canada. He thought
the east was €anada’s great opening.
This he considered one of the most
hopeful features of the future for the

{

district of Alberta, Canada was al-
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ace Glothing

In no part of that country | had h>
Seen more satisiactory prospects foi
real living homes, i1l no country ha 1]
he found more Ulstermen coming an<l
meeting him in the most | friendly |
manner than in the province to which
he had referred, and he did lnot meet
one who had anything to compiaui of
in that part of the country. Qui
and all were suceessful. He ‘heusht
they had a right to do honor to a dis
tinguished. son of Lisburn, who ccu-
ferred honor upon that locality, and
who was doing such geod work in the
interests ot agriculturists in Caaad.:,
H= congratulated them on their pro-
ceeds of that evening, and he e¢on
gratulated Mr. Finlay on the gool
work he was doing for their own kith
and kin in the Far West in Canade
(Applause.)

most immeasurable; it was boundless 1
|

A voie of thanks to the chairman
was passad on the motion of Mr. T
Barbour. i

During the evening a miscellancons
musical programme was piovided.
Messrs. Redgers’s band was in attons
dance.

The enjoyable proceedings cornelnd

ed with the National Antham, |

!
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