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The Interview with Jeff.
4 Davie.
Col. Jaques and "Edmund Kirke” i 

Richmond-
The following narration makes a part 

of an article in tbo September number of 
The Atlantic Monthly, and of a closing 
chapter of a new Volume entitled “ Down 
in Tennessee/* by Edmund Kirke, about 
to be published Jby Sheldon :

IN RICHMOND.
The next morning, after breakfast, 

which wc took in onr room with Mr. Jav 
ins, we indited a note—of which the fol­
lowing ia a oopy—to the Confederate Sec­
retary of State :

Spottswood House, Richmond, Va., 
July 17,-1864.

“ Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Sec'y of State, etc.
“ Dear Sir,—The undersigned respectfully 

solicit an interview with President Davis.
They visit Richmond only us private citi- 

sens and hare no official character or autho­
rity ; but they are acquainted with the views 
of the United States Government and with 
the sentiments of the Northern people, rela­
tive to an adjustment of tie differences exist­
ing between the North and South, and earn­
estly hope that a tree interchange of views 
between President Davis and tbcinsclvef may 
open the way to such official negotiations as 
will result iu restoring t-SACB to the two sec­
tions off our distracted country,

•• They therefore ask an interview with the 
President and, awaiting your reply, are

“Truly and respectfully yours.”
This was signed by both of us ; and 

when the Judge called, as tie had appoint­
ed, wc sent it—together with a commend­
atory letter 1 had received on setting out, 
from * near relative of Mr. Davis—to the 
Rebel Secretary. Iu half an Lour J udge 
Ould returned, saying : “ Mr. Benjamin 
sends you his compliments, and will be 
happy to see you at the State Depart­
ment.”

Wo found the Secretary—a short, 
plump, oily little man m black, with a 
keen black eye/a Jew face, a yellow skin, 
curly black hair, closely-trimmed black 
whiskers, and a ponderous gold watch- 
chain—in the north-west room of the

‘Not often—not so Sften as I could wish ; 
and I trust your coming may lead to a more 
frequent mid a more friendly'• intercourse be­
tween the North and the South.’

•We sincerely hope it may.’
•Mr. Benjamin tells me that you hare asked 

to see me to—
And be paused, as if desiring wc should 

finish the sentence. The Çolonel replied :
‘Yes, Sir. We have asked this interview, 

in the hope that you may suggest some way 
by which this war may. be stopped. Our 
people want peace,—your people do, and 
yuur Congress has recently said that you do. 
Wo have, come to ask how it can be brought 
about'

‘In a very simple, way. Withdraw your 
armies from our territory, and peace will 
come of itself. We do not seek to subjugate 
you. We are not waging an offensive war, 
except so fur as it w offensive defensive,— 
that is, so tar us we are forced to invade you 
to prevent you invading us. Let us aloue, 
and peace will come ut once.’

♦But we cannot let you alone so long as 
you repudiate the Union. That is the one 
thing the Northern people will not surren­
der.’

‘I know. You would deny to us what you 
exact for yourselves,—the right of self-gov­
ernment.'

‘No, Sir,’ I remarked. ‘We would deny 
you, no natural right. But we think Union 
essential to peace ; and, Mr. Davis, ‘ could 
two people,with the same language,supurated 
by only an imaginary line,-live at peace with 
each other ? Would not disputes constantly 
arise and cause almost constant war between

‘Undoubtedly.—with this generation. You 
have sow «such bitterness at the South ; you 
have put s&-h an ocean of blood between the 
two sections, that I despair of seeing any 
harmony in my time. Uur children may for­
get this war, but we cannot.’

‘l think the bitterness you speak of, Sir,’ 
said the Colonel, ‘dues nui really exist. IVe 
meet and talk here as friends ; our soldiers 
meet and fraternize with each other ; and £ 
Icel sure that il the Union were restored a 
more friendly feeling would arise between us 
than has ever existed". The war has made us 
know and rvSjiect emit other better than be-, 
fore. This is the view of very many South­
ern men ; 1 have had it from many of them— 
your leading citizens.’

‘They ate mistaken.’ replied Mr. Davis.— 
‘They do not understand Southern sentiment. 
How can we feel anything but bitterness to-, 
wards men who deny us our rights ? II you 
enter my house and drive me out of *t, am I

bur. our wheat field., brent the wheel, of ; Southern people know th.t the m.jorit, (villainous brokers who hava liter.Uy fet- federates to driro them from the position. ! *ritinW of hi. tu.,,t thet .ho. him to he
wagon»carrsmg away our. women and cbil- ■ could not rule.’ I replied smiting. n„ .i .• , , „T .. .u— u----- -------------- .*—
dreu, and destroy supplies meant for our sick ! ‘ I have no fear of that,’ rejoined Mr. I d °n the blood of the Nation. The
and wounded. At y dur door lies all tne Davis, also smiling most, gopdliutnoredly. j pulpit sighs and prays for peace—the regularly over the Railway from Rush--1-weeks ago, hedi tided the word' fn -♦ratitude

be crime of this war, and it is a ‘1 give you leave, to proclaim it lrom every , Press, mighty engine that it is for good 01 ----------- - J " ** * " *
house-top m the South.’ ... i * , .

* But, seriously, Sir, you let the majority I ev,l> ticnmUs ®n armistice and a Cooven

misery and the 
fearful,—fearful account.1

Not all of it, Mr. Davis. I admit a fear-
ful account, but it ie not oil at our door. The | role in a «ingle Suite ; why not let it rule iu j lion of the States, to see if, by any means, tween Kichmoud and the Potomac, 
nuniinnii nf hntk ham ttm ftrouKvil. Unarm* the whole count rv i ulmnet .. ..... . . i

mi z, .... j ulterly deticieutin these branches of learning.Tho Confederates are runutn^ train» ; In* manuscript writteu nut more than six 
regularly over the Railway from Riyh- ! weeks atro, he divided the word ingratitude 
mond to Culpepper, and it is apparent jfàgrfititfide.^ These iew facts, which 
, , , 1 . .. 4| * . couid easily be multiplied, will suffice asthat they arc masters of the country be- j «pecimeua I» prove imposition. Now, I

“passions of both siaes are aroused. Unarm 
ed men are hanged, prisoners are hhot down 
in cold blood, by yourselves. Elements of 
barbarism are entering tne war from both 
sides, that should make us—you and me,, us 
Christian men—shudder to think of. In God’s 
naote, then, let us stop it. Let us do some 
thing, concede something, to bring about 
peace. You cannot expect with your lour and 
a half millions,as Mr.Beujainin says you have, 
to hold out forever against twenty millions.’

Amin Mr. Davis smiled.
‘ Do you suppose there are twenty millions 

at the North determined to crush us?’
I do,—to crush your Government. A

gh—unfurl the

‘ United States” Custom-House. Over
the door of this room were the words, not your naturel enemy ?’
“ State Department,” and about its walls j Pul *•'« case too singly. But we
were hung a few maps and battle-plan*, cannot light tor ever . the »ar must ç.,U at

frightlul carnage ? We arc both Christian 
men, Mr. Davis. Can you, as a' Christian

with books,—among which I noticed 
Headley's “ History,” Loesiog’s “ Picto­
rial,” Partons “Butler,” Greeley's “ Am­
erican Conflict,” a complete set of tho 
“ Rebellion Record," and a dozen numbers 
and several bound volumes of the “ At

the whole country
♦ Because the Slates are

"sovereign, the country . _
confederation of States; or rather it was / | ami exclaim, “It is
it «MOW luo ccnled-rMionV ] white fla--—lot us return to reason the

• 1 lien we are not a people—-we are on'y I " Lluni lo
a political partnership ?’ j -‘^ministration must make a virtue of

* 1 hat is all.’ j necessity and agree to a suspension of
lour very name, Sir, * United States 1 ; hostilities Ti a » *implies that,' said Mr. Uepjamin. ■ Hut. l "os,ll,,,<*- Iktt devastating war must

me, are the V-rius you tiuve named—Email- , aw to a close some time. The carnage 
cipatiou, No Confiscation, and Universal ,is too frightful to last, as did some of the 
Amnesty—the terms which Mr. Lincoln I . e ..authorised you to offer us ?* ! ^ c8» ^ur twcn*y or thirty

No, Sir. Mr. Lincoln did not authorize ! years- In the end diplomacy must step
small number of our people, a very small me to offer you any terms. But I think bulk ! in—why nut now as well as At anv future
number, are your friends, —Secessionists.— he and the Non hern people, for the sake ol'jy iv ,, , . *
The rest differ about measure* and caudi- peace,would ussent to soncesuch conditions.'1 j f point the New York

* They are very generous.’ replied Mr. H>-rnbl, which is a pretty correct expon-
Davis. tor the lirai lime during the interview vl,t of popular fvelin ' sivs 
showing sqrne angry feeling. ‘ But Am , s: J ■
nvsty.Sir, applies to crmiinuls. Wv have ' “ M i Jern war is-not a .mere bull-dog fight,
committed no crjmc. Cotislication is of no. in wineli the comhataiu»Tend and oiuiut each 
account unless you can eniorcu it; uud other uain one of them .is totally exhausted 
Emancipation ! You have already eniancip t- ■ or some hum. vie bystander interferes and 
ted near.y two millions of our slaved, and if , chokes them uif. \Var is now the ally of di 
you take care of them, you may eiimueipute : plum-tvy. h is simply a display of force, in 
the rest. I had a few of them wlu-n me war.; older’to secuie a Certain object. It is the 
begun. 1 was cf some use to them : they i strongest argument udiamcd to convince an 
never were of any to me. Against their aid opponent # tV hen civi.iz -d people carry on à 
you emancipated them ; «rd yoxi may * t-jpan- i w«r tin y pause at every sUge to observe and 
ciputu ’ every negro in the Conlederuey, but . .tons dur the «fleet which their martial logic 
we will be lice ! We wiil govern ou : selves !-, k; s upon their uJveisatits. At the least

. my^positiOL. — T -f.- 
On ! would asi; you, sir. is it not lowering the

! AlAHifttlsI Oitimiil i am ... . L. .. — —    ...... — . .re iudenondent „„,1 !aluiosl' “ eluP c™ be put to the cirnsgc. I the Upper l’otomao they hare taken pos- ! ,ulr"j*rd °f ^“ration iu tk-«« coumi,. to 
"^rUajAnd ifthc^opK. once arise in their might session of .11 the ford, and arc carryinK ST. ,o^ tU“o“u

, _ certificate^ The only
tjungs pretty much as the please. The j conclusion that I can to u.uler consideration

dates, but are united in the-determination to 
sustain the Union. Whoever is elected in 
November, he must be committed to a vigo­
rous prosecution of the war.’

Mr. Davis still looking incredulous, I re­
marked—

It is so, Sir. Whoever tells you other­
wise, deceives you. I think I know Northern 
sentiment, and 1 assure you it is so. You 
know we bave à system of lyceuni-lectunug in 
.our large towns. At the close of these lec­
tures, it is tlie custom of the people to come 
upon the platform and talk with the lecturer. 
This gives him an excellent opportunity of 
learning public sentiment. Liât winter i 
lectured *

Confederates, under Forrest, dashed into 
Memphis, Tennessee, on the ‘J 1st, and did 
much damage besides carrying off consid­
erable quantities of booty. Preparations 
are being made in Ohio to resist the 
cornicg draft. We have no definite news 
from Atlanta. The Fédérais are advanc­
ing from Pensacola towards Mobile, and

of the above facts is that the United Counties 
Board of Public lust ruction ir either “ in­
efficient and slovenly," or the members 
composing it are incapable of performing the 
duties they Imre been appointed to do. it 
was not, air, I assure you, u matter of sur 
prise to me when I heard that ut the recent 
examination a candidate tor a first class 
certificate, on his being presented with but 
a second-class one, lore iu pieces the .docu­
ment, then and there, in the presence of the

a land campaign is ..expected. It was Board, and declared coiitemotuously that' he
- - — — . _ _ „ Willi.ll lll>l'Or ttlllkll.lt 11 I lllti.i I ♦ 111 I...

rumored in New York on the 24th that 
the Govern meut had decided to send five 
commissioners—three Democrats and two 
Republicans—to Richmond, to arrange 
preliminaries for peace. Beyond accounts 
of desultory skirmishes there is nothing j 
further worth reporting.

wou.d never submit hiiuselt to be examined 
any more by them.
— . A BACKWOODS OBSERVER. 

Huron, August 18, ISO I,

News Items.

Ike Examination of Teachers.

To Uie Editor ol the ‘Huron Signal.•
Slit—-I wish to occupy a small space in 

again ' your columns with some remarks upon theWv tall do it, if-we have to-see every plan- S,JH >r of vie.dinbefore nearly à hundred of sud

«« M. Issue of Mr. Lincoiu, sad uoa.ljr all 1(,d . a„j ,hut ro,.., to' uur .oology «*>»«,. Thw„u,^.o'kuio
of those opposed to him because^ they think | juv intruding upon you at all.’ i atten.tiwiy wuiuhcd the progress of the Cri-
h« dot-s aut yin you uilli C..ÙU-I, vigor.-- . . yUJ h.lv, llut m„ud-d upon inn,’ be re- me».,, ll,e It. iaii u.,j the Un os!, wur. will
I he radical llepubiioans, who go for slave- p||Cd resuming hit usual manner. ‘ I am recall tins systi-iuasic combination of lighting 
«tdfcMU^IwdUlorouth co„bsc...o,,, uroUK.se j b»ve „„„ l,,„h. J ones loved . uud di,,!..m.,ey. * " 1
who «ill drfuut him „• 1,0 is del,-on.I. Uul if ,|J „|J fl»,, wt.fj
ha IQ nahlUtOil loil.lSS, «IIS. l.a.Vai.i.. tT.al 1 I ....... ... a ^ a

candidates.
I tike it, Sir, that you hive not yoiyielf 

verified the above report by giving your own 
personal attention to the Examination, be

he is defeated before tiie people, the House 
will elect a worse man—woisv I mean for 
ypu. It is more radical than he is,—you can 
see that from Mr. Ashley's reconstruction 
bid,—and the people are more radical than 
the House. Mr. Lincoln, J know, is about to 
call out live hundred thousand more uicu, 
and I don’t see how you can resist much lon­
ger; bui if you do, you will only deepen the 
radical feeling of the Northern people, i hey 
would nowgiveyou lair, houorubie, generous

ad ». I wou'd have ! “Now, WU'claim to be a civilised nation, I caUiC ***^ouMi>»c-thereby implying
died for it ; but now it is to me only ihe cm- and tu cmductoui w;,rs ii, u civilised uianm.-r! j yuu drd ««ut positive th it it was ot an 
blem of oppression.’ i’iie War ul 1812 and the Mexican war were 1 unusuxlly strict character. I am aware that

•i hope the day way never come, Mr. certainly .has conuuvt d : but during the ! it » quite unreasonable u expect Editors of 
Davis, whim 1 say that, said the.Colonel. present war we have not vet had any recourse i , . • , , ,. -

A half hum’s conversation on other topics tu dipè-niu-y. Un the cuntiui v. ibis imbecile i cuJntl5r J',UM,itls to keep a staff of reporters,
—not of public interest-ensued, and then we ndminishut.uii has act ils foot down upon any ! 8uç,â as il he necess.iry to do, in order
.rose to go. As we did so the Rebel P-c-ai- att« m;*t to negotiate with .the rebels. Prcsi- lo ,,|uke thoi'- reports of these mutteis fuull-
dent gave me his hand, and, bidding me u dent Lincoln tears, doubtless, that euch an j less, and‘thorefore, as u general thing, I rest ^reh«
k.ndiy >’.nr,; expressed the h ,]* of attvm;-t wouMfe regu.dcl u- an cndo.semeut ! wiltl lhoir trifling imnerfe'lions
seeing me again m Richmond in happier vt the |f.ce party and a recvnilion of the vV l "'

, • <r .- » . . | times—when peace should have returned— independence ot the t’oufvdi-incy. How * 16 ■lul'8l,onLducation, however, is one
!?1 V 1 /*•. b*'U M‘tfvr mLUCb V‘uv: lel ! but with the Ctlonel his purlin/ was ffeitien- groundless such tears are is w.dvnt from the of euch Vust consequence and importance,
r. to ! r* Td?!- Tltie» ““ h“'‘d in bu,!' b“ ' l!"‘l ........................- - A of - i tbu. you w„l punlo,, me if I seem, iu „,v re’.

-•-''.I J" C,f,7_ “"a J°u ! I,e su„l lo lito, : J-.,r csumple, if ll,- IWJe'.t e,mid mule ! murks, to be

I The Prince of Wales has made thy usual 
application to become a mason.

Horse flesh as an article of food is growing 
more ami more populay ia Paris.

The Mormons will lay up a large stock' of 
gruin this year for future famines.

The graduating class of Beloit çWis.) Col­
lege, has gone to the war for 100 days.

Over 3,000,000 passengers urq carried 
annually on the street railways of Chicago.

It is said the sailing vessels of the English 
navy will never be seul to sea again.

Spain will recognise the new Mexican 
Government.

Napoleon’s first wife, Josephine, is to have 
a statue iu Paris.

The Germans of Europe are refusing to 
use English coal.

aim several i/uuuu vuhxihoo us site , • , — — , -
lsulie Monthly,"—»od in the eentreof the | ".°b“,1'i^J.,b?‘ bj"°i

■ pertinent w.s . bUck-w.lnut Ub e, cover- » lu Uudu„j.»y Uiu. 1 medall iu o,v

leave untried any meaiu that may lead squill u I — Pardon ..M-'tLnuu "'l mi'In i * Culu,wl'1 respect Tour cUwclér and any prn/oahma wlivl, ll,e mhel people vrou-d j onhuariiy.
to |K*ace ? no nfft-iipt- ' ^ * j your motives, and I wish you well— I wish approvt-^aud the rebel leaders reject, lie* ^ \v. i.^..„

•No, I cannot. I des're peace as much as 
you du. I deplore bloodshed as much as you

. . , , , up to my God and say this. I tried all in my
ed with green cloth, and filled with a mul-, power to avert this war. 1 saw it coming, 
titude of “ State Papers.” At this table) and for twelve years I worked night and day

to prevent it. but 1 con'd not. The Norm 
was mad and blind ; it would ntit let us guv-

sat the Secretary. Ha rose as wc entered, 
sad, as Judge Ould introduced tis, took 
our hands and said :

•I »m glad, very glad, to meet you, gentle­
men. I have read your note, ana '—bowing 
to me—‘the letter you bring from—-. Your 
errand commands my respect and sympathy. 
Pray be seated. '

As we took the proffered seats,the Colonel, 
drawing off his ‘duster,' and displaying bis 
uniform, said :

•We thank you for this cordial reception, 
|fr. benjamin. We trust you will be as glad 
to hear us as you are to see us.’

•No doubt 1 shall be, for you come to talk 
of peace. Peace is what wc all want.’ A

•It is, indeed ; arid for that reason we have 
come to see Mr. Davis.
Sir V

‘Do you bring nnv overtures to him from 
your Government V

•No, Sir. We bring no overtures and have 
no authority from our Government. We 
state that invur note. We would be g'ad, 
however, to know what terms will be accept­
able tq Mr. Davis. If they at all harmonize 
with Mr. Lincoln's views,we will report them 
to him, and so open the door lor officiai 
negotiations.'

•Are you acquainted with Mr. Lincoln's
views T

‘One of us is, fully.’
‘Did Mr. Lincoln, in any way, authorise 

you to come here ?’
‘No, Sir. Wc came with his pass, but not

ern ourselves, and so the war cuiuc, and now 
it must go on till the last man lulls in his 
tracks, a id his children seize his musket uud 
tight uur battle, unies-* you acknowledge our 
right to self government. W« me not 
fighting for slavery. We are lighting for 
Independence, and tlmt, or extermination, we 
Will have.’

• And there are, &t least, four and a half 
millions'of us left ; so you see you have *. 
work before you,' said Mr, Benjamin, with a 
decided sucer.

4 We have no wish to exterminate you, an­
swered the Colonel. * 1 believe what 1 have 
said —that t In're is no bi:terness between the 

Can we see him, -Northern and Southern people. Tae’Norlh,
I know loved the South. When peaty comes, 
it will pour money uud m'-ans into your hands 
to repair the waste caused by 'the war ; mid it 
would now welcome you hack, and forgive 
you all the loss and bloodshed you have caus­
ed. Bui wv must crush your armies and ex 
terminate your government. And is not tlmt 
already nearly done ? You are wholly wiih- 
out iiiotic), and at the end of your resources. 
Grant has shut you up in Richmond. S het­
man is before Atlanta. Had you not, then, 
better accept honorable terms w hile you cun 
retain your prestige and save the pride of the 
Southern people V 

Mr. Davis smiled.
ii non * resl,ecl your earnestness, Colonel, but 

by bi. re.,act. W. toy Uislmcily, we hare j do ,,ot,u'l'm u'.“l'r,UVd the uiluu.ion We 
uo official or oaolliuai uulh„ril>. We come ! ‘r" "0,t"Ô'T. ’. ‘re •" K'c,,mul‘.'1-, ,rJuur 
M meu .u.l Christian., not a. diplomatisu, i I,affr'"'11 lL“-' ’ '* 11 f‘,ur ^l.ito1 that „
.hoping, ... a frank tals win. Mr. Davis, to ! “ dtt"f,*' ‘'e.«- So"i' Grant
.d&over some way-by which ihi. „ar n..y be 1 10 ,wl"P LelF' ""d
#t0p V|. ■ ’ J J Richmond. Lee drove him in the first hat-

little more exacting than

________  . jyo..„.o,.,^ .„ïï;i.|^a "^î-Y I "trj- ....... ... aj} uu every good wish J can wish-you Voiieis- , wouid Jivde n».d weaken tlie enemv more I We have established in our glorious land 
‘ You give no offence,' he replied, Smiling tchtly with the miercsts of the Cunfvderuéy.’ thm hy .^ mmdred, victmii-s in the lu-fd. | what I consider the most liberal, conqdete,

very pleasantly. *1 would"t have you pick . The quiet, stiaightforward bearing, and hv a c.»:ilvrt-ine with the. leading rebels, the J »&d efficient system of Ûhmmon School
your words. This is a frank, and I*like you [ magnificent moral courage of our • ligbiing l‘r« sident couifl end t!.e war and restore the cduca«mn that the world has ever seen, 
the better for saying whut you think. Go - puiwou ' had ebideiitiy impressed Mr. Davis UuitAi ut once, lie would show himself u .« The Peonle " are entrusted with 
on.’ j very favorably. .great-r man than if he earned on his cam- : ,i. ....

As w« Wore ivaviu.- the room be u.M-.l : . vvv.y S nul.-rn solUict sic... un,' ' management of It j indeed, 1 may
* *5-*y to Mr. Liuco u fruin tne, thru,] shall d«-r the.sad. Tlusjis th'.* only true view o j #liy ^'lo "hole muiiagemeul—for ills but their

at afiy linn* b-ph-.ised to recvivt* j.rm^usais for the wit«. Any otner view of it degrades it | delegated authority that perforin* those ucts
petce oil the basis of our indepeudenc. It to the Icwl of a emu bat between wiid beasts, whivh it is inex|K*Uieit or impossible for them
w.l be usvtl. ss to approach me with any 1'bus itjs that truces and armistices and von- 1 lo ^rlbro. themselves. 1, is our duty, then
ol*,er* veniiu;is have Co me to he regarded as legitt- ,, . . . , ’ *
_______________________________________  mal, war ,n.- .«nr. s. . 1 lay are, of cure,, “ “* "ur P"»11*»». '» «“WU closoly Ihe

i designed t-f liid ia ;.cac”. Wh mi, therefore, 
i wc urge upon tl.e 1‘ivsi Jeut to ofler an armis­
tice uf hx months and call u eonventioii ot 
Suttv<. we urge it ns a war measure-, uud we

^ ‘ I was merely going to add, that let the 
Northern people puce really 1C.-1 the war— 
they do not feel it yet—and they will insist 
on hangings.e y one of youi leaders.’

‘ Well, admitting all you say, I can't see 
how it affects our position. There are some 
tilings worse than hanging, or' extermination. 
We i cckcii giving up the right ot self govern 
meut one uf those things.'

• By »elf-governme..t you mean disunion— 
Southern Independence.

‘ And slave y, you say, is no longer an 
clement in the contest V’ * ----- ~

‘ N’o, it is nut. it never was an essential 
element. It was only a means ut bringing 
Other, conflicting elements to an earlier cul­
mination. It fired the musket which was, 
already capped and loaded. 1 here aue vs- 
seniiai dillereuces between the North and 
the South, that will, however this war muv 
t*i;d, make-them two nations.

Pinion ^igii,il.
_ re;aid ii as the best war measure vet brought I 

fur* i

workings of the system, and to guard, as well 
as we can, against imperfections creeping 
into itr especially any tho muse of which may 
spring from our own actions. Among the 
delegated art» spoken of— nud perhaps the

GODERICH. C. It, AUG. 26. 1SGI. SWJ. .I.C prcsc... mo,c,n«.t bring | T' i™p?'“nl ‘moa* d'"
’ * v . . i i during what persons are, and what are not,

about au aruu.dico and conference ot dele- ; ... i:,: ,i , , „ , .... - . ..------  -------—------------------------- — ... . tjtiidihed to teach. 1 his power ts necessarily
FORESHADOWINGS OF PEACE fUUI il ,l!l* !it;itl‘!i ,,t 1 "lo"» delegated to some of thost few in * the com-
bUEEsHADOWINvS OF Pk»vX- |«,co muy hv .ho resa.l ; but | whore uc.oi,are suob, .ha.

There arc indications, numerous mul we arc LuunJ to admit the fact that the 1 they are themselves qualified to judge ; nud
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wounded; 36V ward Condemned tb dristh by 
military tribunals, and 85,000 persons' less 
compromised were transported to Siberià.—- 
The wax'contributions levied were 6-OOd.OOw 
of roubles in the kingdom of Poland, 3.000,- 
060 in Lithuania, 2,000,000 in Volbynia,-* 
Podolia. and K!ew. The uationel govern­
ment, on its side, raised the fbHowing sums:— 
6,000,000 iti Poland, 3,000,000 ia Lithuania. 
2,000,000 in Volbynia, Podolia, and Kiew,1 
3,500,000 in Galicia, and about 1,000,000 in* 
Posuania. The number of Poles who fooudj 
an asylum abroad is estmied at 10,010.'

An order in Council has passed, incorpor­
ating Ingersoll âs a town, and the proclam­
ation to that effect will issue immediately.

Company 5, Royal Canadian Rifles left 
Toronto tor St. Jo tins, Xtid., on the 18th, 
accompanied by about 200 women and cbil

Fell, gei'tlemcn, I will repeat what you 
say to the President, and if lie follows my 
advice—and 1 think he will,- he will meet 
you. He will be at church this alternoon ; 
so, suppose you ca’I here at nine this evening. 
If any thing should occur in the meantime to 
prevent his seeing you, I will let you know 
through Judge Uuid.’

Throughout this interview the manner of 
ithe Secretary was cordial ; but with the cor­
diality was a strauge constraint and diffidence", 
almost amounting to timidity, which struck 
both my companion and myself. Conti Bating 
his mauner with the quiet dignity of the Col­
onel,! almost fancied our position reversed,— 
that, instead of our being in his power, the 
Secretary wa3 in ours, and momently expect 
ed to hear some unwelcome sentence from 
our lins. There is something, after all, in 
moral ppwer. Mr. Benjamin does not possess 
it nor is he a greu* man. lie lius u keen, 
shrewd, ready intellect, but not the stamina 
to originate, or even tb execute any great 
good or great wickedness.

After a day spent in our ipora, conversing 
with the Judge, or watching the passers-by 
in the streets,—I would like to tell who they 
were, and how they looked ; but such intor 
nation is, just now, contraband,—we called 
again, at nine o’clock, at the State Depart­
ment.

Mr. Benjamin occupied his previous seat 
at the table, and at his right sat a spare.thin- 
■featured man, with iron-gray hair and beard, 
and a clear, gray eye, full of life and vigor.— 
He bad a broad, massive forehead, and a 
mouth and chin denoting great energy and 
strength of will. His face was emaciated, 
and much wrinkled, but - his features were 
good, especially his eyes,—though one of 
them bore a scar, apparently made by some 
sharp instrument. He wore a suit of grayish^ 
brown, evidently ot foreign manufacture,and, 
as he rose* I saw that he was about five feet 
ten inches high, With a slight stoop in the 
shoulders. His manners were simple, easy, 
and most fascinating ; and there was an in­
describable charm in his voice,*S he extended 
his hand and said tous :

‘lam glad to see you, gentlemen. You
are very welcome to Richmond.'

And this was the man who was President 
of the United States, uuder Franklin Pierce, 
and who is now the b»art, soul and brains ot 
the Southern Confederacy 1

His manner pot me entirely at my ease,— 
the Colonel would be at hie if he stood before

' fuir - and I mulled :
‘We thunk you, Mr. Dm It is net ofisn 

thuyas met OKI. of nor clothes end our 
priociplee io Richmond,'

first hat'
tie, and then Grant executed wha} your peo­
ple call a • brilliant flunk movement,’ and 
fought I^ee a^ain. Lee drove him a second 
time, and then Grant ma<!c another ‘flank 
movement;' and so they kept on,—Lee whip­
ping, and Grant flunking,—until Grant got 
where he is now. And /vnut is the net result? 
Grant Ims lost seventy-fi ve or eighty thousand 
men—more than Lee had at the onset,-— and 
is no nearer taking Richmond thitu at the 
first; and Lee, whose front has never been 
broken, holds him completely in check, and 
has men cnou/li to spare to invade Maryland 
aud threaten Washington 1 .Sherman, to fie 
sure; is before Atlanta ; but suppose he is, 
and suppose he takes t« ? You know that the 
farther he goes from his base of supplies, the 
weaker he grows, and the more disastrous de­
feat will be to him. And defeat may come. 
So, in a military view, 1 should certainly say 
our position wes better than yours. 
f As to money : we are richer than you are. 

You smile ; but, admit that our paper is woith 
nothing, —it answers us a circulating medium, 
and we hold it all ourselves. If every dollar 
of it were lost, we should, as wc have no 
foreign debt, he none the poorer. But, it is 
worth something; it Ims the solid basis of a 
large cotton crop, while yours rests on noth, 
ing, and you owe a'l the world. As to re­
sources : we do not lack for arms or aramuni 
tion, and we have still a wide territory from 
which to gather supplies. So. you see, we 
are not in extremities. But, if we were, — if 
we were without money,without food, without 
weapons,—if our whole count-y were desolat­
ed, and our armies crushed and disbanded,— 
could we, without giving up our manhood, 
give qp our right to govern ourselves ?— 
Would you not rather die, and feet yourself a 
man, than live, and be subject to a foreign 
power?’
- ‘ From your stand-point there is force in 
what you say,’ replied tie Colonel, • But we 
did not come here to argue with you, Mr. 
Davie. We came, hoping to find some honor­
able way to peace, and 1 am grieved to hear 
you say what you do. When I have seen 
your young men dying on the battle-field, and 
your old men, women and children starving 
in their homes, I have felt 1 could risk my 
life to save them. For that reason I am 
here; and lam grieved,—grieved,—that there 
is no hope.’

‘I know yoor motives, Colonel Jacques, 
and I honor yoo for them t bat what can I 
do more than I am doing? I woald give my 
poor life, glad I v if it would bring peace and 
good-will to the two countries; bet it would 
not. It is with yoor own people yoo should 
labor. It is they who desolate our homes,

suggestive, that the American Nation South i-stiil unsubdued iu every sense of
; ardently desires a return to the blvsynurs ^lu b‘hu, a id that there -is every reason

vou'uoV:t:r«vSV‘‘k,,,I,:l'i;t •* b*'e ^sulc
pretty well, and never observed those differ- t0 a Sv,ls‘c of their danger, .is the great condition u|»oii wlucu it will accept peace.
•mc« s r . ship of State, once hi buoyant and hope- Tint mice conceded, it is willing to cease

*1 hen you have not used your ryes. My f j totters aniLrccls us she unnroachcs bv hostilities at any moment. In proof of
sight is poorer than yours, bu*. I have been 1 anamiSHs mu, upjiro.iUKS, ü) . -. ‘
them lor rvHH ’ i cvcr-itarrowiiiy <*iri*lv-i tÜA iii ii'întrniii «»f this .determination on the part ot the

_______ __________ ____ _______ ________ . we cite the remarkable
enjoyed it

‘ Weil, Sir, be that as it may, if I under 
stand you, the dispute between your govern 
meat and ours is narrowed * down to this :
Union or Disunion.’ >

* Yes ; or, to* put it in other words, Inde­
pendence or Subjugation.’

‘ Then the two governments are irrecon­
cilably apart. They have no alternative but 
lo tight it out. But, it is not so with the 
people. They are tired of fighting and want 

‘jiciiee ; ami as they bear all the burden uid 
suffering of the war, is it* not right they 
should have peace, and have il ou such terms 
as they like ?’

* 1 don’t understand you ; be a little ipore 
explicit.’

Well. Suppose the two governments

them for years.’. ' iTivcr-tiarrowing circles, tlie maelstrom of
The laujh was upon me,and llr. ileujainiii I financial ruin nud political ausreliy. At Southern |w»|c

’ the outset, n greet war was looked forward e "iversatiou between- Mr. Davis and cer 
to as to a right royal pageant in which l:li" Northern men, which will he found 
patriotism might blaze forth, and out of 1,1 -j!'ia another part ot to-day’s 
which tlie nation would come erowued AMr. Davis knows the temper ol 
with glory, inured to arms and a standing liis |wiiple well—knows what they have 
terror to any European nation wliieli suffered, and what they aro willing to 
should dare, thenceforth,to cross her path. utd-ss the North acknowledges
But, alas, alas, the tinsel has worn off, the. tlicir Inrdly-won independence. In this 
frippery has crumbled into dust, the vain- rrW tllL'r' '* “<• riJ1'"" f“r *)«“*'»• Tllc 
glorious boastings of amateur statesmen tjaestion, then, is, will the Northern |tco- 
have eonte to nought,and now, after nearly P*e themselves to he slaughtered in 
four years of strife, the people—those who 'N l'u'l-llU-v v‘in 5,r,1èele to deprive their

„_________  1-ay the taxes and spill the precious Wood- bre,lir'“ "{ "K,Sm,h ”blch ‘h?
should agree to «mcih.og hkc this : To go i „r0 sorrowfully pondering over the awful ti,rf *l11 bol" "ld blccd V t0 U,c
to the people with two propositions ; say : ! „ i .. , , verv if nccvssarv ?
Peace, with Disunion and Southern ladcpeu- i ca a*ul,le8 War" , ^ tien the parlor- ’
deuce, as your proposition, nud : LUmce, with j patriot parson demands more Hood, the |
Union, Emancipation, No Coufiscatioi., uud! wife trembles for the loved husband of 
l inversai Amnesty as ours. Let the citizens i , , , ,,

* ' 1 Iter youth, as she gazes upon tlie doubly-1
widowed matron whose all on this side the

PEACE IN EUROPE-

'if all the United SinV-s (us they existed be-ley ei
fore the war) vote ‘ Yes.’ or • No,’ ou these
two propositions,"at a special eleciioii within 
sixty days. If a majority vote Disunion, our 
government to be bound by it, and to let you 
go ia peace. If a majority vote Union, 
yours to be bound by it, aud to rtay in peace. 
Tbc two governments can contract in this 
way and the people, tlnu’h constitutionally 
unable to decide on pence or war, can elect 
which of any two propositions shall govern 
their rq'.crs. Let lx*ennd Grant, meanwhile, 
agree to an armistice. This wuuid sheath 
the swoid ; and. if once Sheathed, it would' 
never again be drawn by this generation.’ .

*• Tiy* plan is altogether impracticable. If 
the South Were only one State, it might work, 
but. as it is, if one Southern Slate objected 
to emancipation, it wnul nullify the whole 
thing, for you are award tho iieople of Vir 
giiiia cannot vote slavery out of South Caro­
lina, or the people ôt South Carolina vote !* 
out ol Virginia.’

• But three-fourths of the States can amend 
the Constitution, Let it he done in that way 

i — ia any way, so that it be done by the 
people. I uni not a statesman or a politi 
cinn, and I do not just know how such a plan 
could be carried out ; but you get the idea— 
that the peopi.k shall decide the question.’

‘ That the majority shall decide it you 
mean. We seceded to pd ourselves of the 
rule of the majority, and this would subject 
us to it agajn/

‘ But the majority must rujo finally, either 
with bullets or ballots.’

‘ I am not so sure ol that. Neither cur­
rent events nor history shows that thf ma­
jority rules, or ever did rule. The contrary,
I think, is true. Why, sir, the man wtio 
shall go.before the Southern people with 
such a proposition—with any proposition 
which implied that the North was to have 
a voice in determining the domestic relations 
of the South—could not live here e day ! 
He would be hanged lo the first tree, without 
judge or jury.1

1 Allow me to doobt that I think it more 
likely he "would be hanged if be let the

By late advices we lcaro that l’cacc has 
grave ha, fed the Juggernaut ofSIau-h- brel‘ ™“»red between the belligerent, of 
ter—when the relentless iron hand of Mr. Europe. As we anticipated at the outset, 
Lincoln's draft is laid upon the city, the D-nnurk, unaided, lias hern utterly pow-

wc should therefore expect that iu any Ex­
amination they w iuld bo “ my strict,” and 
that no candidate would be turned off upon 
the .community a» a qualified teacher who 
really is not what he is represented". The 
law governing the action of the County 
Roams of Public Instruction in this matter, 
is such that one would be inclined to iliinK 
that no caud.d itc could get a certificate which 
he did nut deserve ; aud I think I may say 
that with anything like proper discretion and 
care on the part of the Board, no candidate 
could procure a ceitiiicate. which his qualifi­
cations do not tit him to hold He could not, 
at least, providing, ihe gentlemen composing 
the County Board of Public Instruction are 
themselves pro,«erly qualified judges of his 

| deserts—qualified, I mean, both in un. edu- 
rational and moral point uf view, and acting, 
in their capacity as Examiners without feui, 
favor, or affection. Don't, Mr. Editor, 
think that 1 intend to cast a slur upon the 
character of any one connected with tho 
Boa-dot Public Instruction for the Cuunty 
of Huron. No doubt they are all honorable 
,men. But ih“ most honorable pien are 
soinetimes misled and 'hoodwinked, and 1 
think a few facts that I h »ve to state will 
show the puplic that ‘‘some one has blunder­
ed" or done eomething worse in the matter 
of the late “very strict” Examinatio.i.

We have in our .School Section » Teacher

, the hamlet hidden away among tho crless m the jJTusp of her powerful tne- ] • cas, centficate » dur,*g pleasure."
, . . , , ... fiti l PriKsia In accordance i 1 bw oertilicate should be a pledge or guar-i lulls, aged patriarchs bend their _ ' “ . ,. ^ antee to the public that the holder of it can,

eads lower and lower still in sorrow as lti° prvhmmary trea y ot peace j umuug other things, (to quote the words of
ivy osk themselves the awful nu. slioii signvH ou dm 1st ofihc present month, tl,« Svliuol Ac!) • read will. vw,iui,lii..v„v* 
.... . , „ * . ’ « • -p nünm..ri: ia i.v cede all hi<t ! uud «-‘.xpieSsion, aud is “ familiar with tiieW hteh shall be next ot our dear the ki„g of Denmark is lo c .. . j priuci.-tes of reading and proaunciaiiou"'
les to be led like lambs to the slaughter ?” right to the Duchies ot . clile.i>wig, ltol- ,;lat i,e kupiys thv common rules of ortho- 

Hie War Monster, gorge,l to repletion stein, Laucnburg, us well us tlie is'ands (fiflph.v ’ uud is ‘*ul.le lo pureeuny seii'enve 
has grown from small beginnings into an pertaining to them. Itw-illbe remember- ^‘.,[1"^ ï^,||b,g „',d"puùüto"
insatiable tyrant which, not unlike the ed that at-the London < (inference, held , ati-ci."
fabled dragon, stalks boldly through the about a nmnlh ago, the king of Denmark j Our teachart certificat,, I say, ahnuld bv

n- land devouring whole villagvs ill its course, had it in his power to *ccur* | brum-lies unvai'miig™ Tliey’arv, i'i"’l,ivt‘°^
it No room for tawdry display now, no time terms much more favorable to himself,but | you will perceive, the very groundwork of

for holiday pageantry tho reerni, of last b.ing MS
week is hurried to the front with fiend-like hope of aid from Ltiel » j system have very justly recognised them as
alacrity and this week all that is left of u.incd upon one more struggle, the result *u< h by making them a portion of the quali- 
.Uns,rongvoungu.au is. heap of bones of which M
daintly picked by Southern buzzards.-— poor Danes, who art n y I tiou in these Counties, however, our tiist-
Where is the man so blunted to all feel- of a large portion of what they considered | c|aes leaver ja entirely deficient in then., 
ing, so callous to every -votiment of thdr ttûL
humanity, that he docs not feel inclined are to be annexed to r I hranches memioned himself. In prouuncir
to cry out, l< In th-. name of Godwin the over to the Prince of Augustci.burg, has c. . .. .
name of outraged. Christianity—in the not been determined, and it has even been 
name of all we hold sacred, can nothing hinted by English and Germao paper,
be done to stop this butchery between : *•* ,h« robbere W,U ul“.™,lely qulrrel 
brethren l'! ! over the division of the spoils.

Great Swimming Match.—A swimming 
match recently took place in the British 
Channel between Mr. Herschell, of the 
French navy, and Capt. Saunders,an English

to whom the Count, Board has just era,.led T“’ f,te n,*“ured «j!«*
. J . J h 11 at sea. with ru'liera high sea running. 111.

Frenchman took the lead ut first, and • kept 
it a long lime : hut was ultimately passed by 
Captain Saunders. The distance was accotn-

A rattlesnake coiled under a cradle in 
which an infant was sleeping, at Kalamazoo. 
Mich., sprang up, bit the child, and it died 
the.following day.

A new terry passenger steamer is in course 
of erection at Surma lor the G. T. R. Co. 
Her machinery is lù be taken from the 
steamer tit. Clair.

Blocks of a brilliant, crystallized white 
marble with veins of red, brown and blue, 
have been taken from a lately discovered bed 
oo the til. Lawrence.

The Norfolk Reformer understands that 
Port Dover is to be one of the places bunoi- 
ed with u visit from liis Excellency, after the 
close of tin* Provincial Exhibition.

Iq consequence of Hon. I. Buchanan de­
clining to contest the Burlington Division, 
the Spectator says “ it has been deemed 
desiiuble to allow Dr. timitU tb walk the 
course.”

The Planet says an attempt was made 
“ on Saturday night,” tc rob Baxter uud 
Brown’s tioumtg mill, Chatham. A young 
man named Wui. Young has been arrested 
on suspicion.

The London Advertiser says that on the 
night of (he l Sih Willw & Belton's lumber 
yard was uu fire, evidently -rthe work ot an 
incendiary. About Sl.UUU worth of lumber 
was destroyed.

On the 17th Mr W. F. VanSickle, of An- 
caster, was drowned in the Grand River, near 
Middleport while bathing. He whs about 40 
years of age and good swimmer, but was 
seized with a crama.

Samuel Armstrong,, long and well known 
in the village of Col borne, committed suicide 
by jumping iron, the wlmrl ut the harbor, 
some time during the night of the 12th. His 
body was tuuud the next morning.

The Barrie Spirit, of the 17th, says that a 
log dwelling ia V'espra was struck by light­
ning on the full ; tlie fluid passed through 
one end of the house, took off some of tlie 
roof and logs, and more or less siunned 
seven of tne family.

“ It is uu ill wind that does nobody good.” 
Humphrey's Journal of Photography says 
a-vail lor more troops always makes the 
photographer's busmens “ lively.” 41 The 
fact that each one of our braves, before 
offering up liis life ou the alter of Ins country, 
has his picture taken, makes business for the 
operator, the stock dealer, and all others con­
nected with them.

The borers for Salt at Chatham lmvc 
struck upon a vein of mineral water some 
whut simi.liar to tl^at at tit. Catherines, at à 
depth of 505 feet.. The mixture of salt, 
sulphur, and petruiium flows ut the rate of 
130 gallons per minute.

plished by the winner in one hour, fifty six 
minutes, umi twenty-eight seconds.

Abe Lincoln’s Latest.—‘Did you 
ever see a wild goose a floutin’ on the 
ocean ?’ asked the President of the Secre­
tary of the Treasury, in the words ol‘ the 
Old Zip Coon: • ‘Well,’ answered the 
Secretary, ‘I guess I have.' ‘W by,then,’ 
hays Abe, ‘you ought to know wtint it’s 
like; but if you don't, I’ll tell you be­
tween ourselves, uiind, so don’t you. go 
idlin' nobody else. A wild goose a floatin’ 
on the ocean is like the Union, and our 
trying to restore the Union is like swim- 
iiiin’ urter tlnrgoose—a wild goose*Chase. 
And, Chase, you know as well as I do 
that the end of a wild goose chase is a 
gone goose.’

TriE AMERICAN WAR.That cry is going forth. A great 
change ia being wrought ie men’s minds 
throughout the Northern States. The 1 q^e Fédérais have seised upon » por- 
logic of events is more potent than the 1 yon 0f the Weldon nud, near Richmond, 
interested patriotism of shoddy poUUoians, ; and have contrived to hold it, notwith- 
rod the host of army contractors and »tandiog the desperate efforts of she Cop-

tiou he taught liis pu;âls to cull the word 
“ Secret»*»” Socrails, (I may mention, hew- 
ever, that he has lately received new light 
on this point, but he hdd a first class rertiiti- 
cute while be taught the above) “ Arithme­
tic " (the noun) tie invariably styles Ariih- 
mettic, “Derivative'’ Very call uê, “scourge” 
sorje, “contrary” contnary, “ programme” 
programmy, (in three Syllables) “ fotmid- 
abie ” Jormidayhlt. I could quote a num- 
l»er of other common words which he 
teaches his pupils to speak improperly, but 
the foregoing are enough to show the bar 
barisms of his nroounciation. As for *■" 
punctuation and orthography there

Warning to Caxadtaxs l—Nine young 
men left Prescott a lew weeks ago, full of 
hope and promise, to enlist in the ranks of 
the Federal army. Word has just been 
i eceived, of the death of the last of the nine ! 
There seems now an y ter recklessness of 
human life ia this war ; and it is the most 
unaccountable madness for ueuirels to inter­
fere or assist in it.

Tee Cost or ax Effort fob Freedom.— 
The Bailie Gazette gives the following sta­
tistics relative to the late insurrection in Po-

ion, » hi. —-ItrLtohiTrS
hiuSelf

bar- land, chieflj derived from ofiziul «oorezi.— L hn » tfoiul uW *«%*—
b» Derin*.ib« UmoBths of tj» •traggkefurj^^^itoiio.eluUwhehwwlSb 
an '30,000 inttirgeiiiB were lulled or wwa/'r* . .■ j ,,

Bn tub and Federal Debts Coopered.-

From the New York World.'
We have become so accustomed to seeing' 

large figures with the last tho years that they 
have almost lost their power to create iu' 
men’s minds the corresponding idea, in or­
der to give us full appreciation of theft mtan-’w 
ing, it has become necessary to look at them"1 
in a relative* manner, and compare them with* 
uorabeis which were before regarded as laryv.'

In order for ns to fully appreciate the' 
amount of our public debt, we miMt compare 
it with that of Great Britain, which is well-' 
known to be the largest debt in the wcild, —
We propose to show that, relatively, our pub­
lic debt is much the larger. A large debt fur ? 
u rich nation to pay mar not be sc much as »* 
small debt for a poor nation tb pay. Then' 
let us see how we compare with Kaglàhd iu* 
wealth and public debt.

The British national debt was, on the 3UV 
March last, 799^02,139 pounds sterling, vr,* 
reckoning five dollars to the pound, it was 
$3,999.010,695. The interest on that dept, 
which is 3 per cent., is $118,970,320. by 
official return», the entire wealth and vales- 
tion of the nation was,on the 8tb day of April, 
1861, $21.500.000,000. Therefore the y, a, ly 
interest is at the rate of one dollar lor $262 5V 
of the valuation.

By the census ot 1.860 the entire wealth and’ 
valution of the United States aud territoihs, 
was $16,159,616*068 (including 4,000,000 of 
slaves at a southern valuation.) Our public 
debt, besides our state municipal debts and 
other liabilities, as we have before shown in 
these columns, will on the 4th of March aextf 
be more than $2,653,427,101, and it is nil liar 
be funded, and draw au interest of lis per 
cent, in gold, which is $159,205,626. There­
fore, the yearly interest payable in gold is at 
the rate of one dollar for $101.50 ol the 
valuation, which is more than two and a half 
tour s larger than the debt of Great Briiain.

With gold at 250, payable in United States 
currency, the rate of interest will make oof . 
debt relatively more than six and a quarter 
times larger than that of Great Britain ! and 
that, too, as compared with the resource» and' 
valuation of the United States ia i860, as if 
then was, and as it is now.

Tùe Dog who Bared • Ship.'
A TRI E STOBY.

A few yesrs ago, a captain from Massacli#' 
setts, who was in Havre, in France, obtained1 
there a fine little rat terrier, which he called2 
“ Neptune,” as he was to make a companion 
of him in hie voyons, and thought, I suppose# 
that the name ot the old god of the sea would 
be appropriate for the little fellow. Little 
“ Nep.” soon learned to like the vessel, apd 
he would run up ladders like a little sailor^ 
though he could not come down without heipr 
Atter the .vessel had been at eea some week# 
or months, when thev began to approurb 
land, before it could be seen by the menf 
Nep. would mount high up on the forwaid 
part of the ship, and snuff and snuff, sut} 
bark, and show signs of joy. Hie keen seen! 
enabled him to smell the land long before it 
could be seen. He would also delect the apt 
pruuch of another ship when he could not seer 
it, in the same way.

When Nep. had been to sea with his master 
about two years, the Hortensia (that was the 
vessel’s name) had been to New Orleans toff 
a load of cotton, and was on her way out of 
the Gulf ot Mexico into the Atlantic Ocean*- 
For some da>s there had been squally weather 
with light hutHiiig winds, and the vessel had' 
not sailed very rapidly, but she was in a dan- . 
gvrous neighborhood, and a constant watch1 
was necessary; for along the coast of Florid» 
are htng, low reefs, sud islands, and bars,- 
which cause the destruction ot many a vessel*
I» had been the captain s watch in the early 
part of the night—that is, the captain with %r 
tew men remained upon the deck while Ihe 
rest slept, then the otners, at the sound of the 
bell, came upon deck, Ihe mate took charge 
of the ship, the meu who had been watching 
went below, and tlie captain, after telling hie 
mate to call before three o’clock, went be toe 
and turned into bis berth to sleep. Nep. lay 
at his master's state room door, for that wax 
his sleeping place. There lies in the Florid» 
Straits a large and dangerous rock called I her 
Double Headed Shot Keys. A light bouse » 
built upou it that vessels may he kept Irons 
running upon it in the night. “ Be sure W 
Lull me ut three o'clock,” said the captain/- 

as by that time we shall be up with the 
Double Headed tiliot Keys, at.d sooner, if 
there is a change of weather.”

The night wore on. nud all was still buf 
the splashing of the water : the mate went be»' 
low to get something from his chest, sat dow» 
for a lew minutes, and before he knew it war 

.fast asleep; the men on deck receiving uo 
orders sunpused all wai right, and one by one 
they too feel asleep; no one wax awake bu# 
a small Spanish boy. whose turn it was to be 
ut the wheel—that is the helm, where they 
steer the vessel. Meanwhile.the wiud chang­
ed, a sutt’ breeze'Sprung up, the suits were' 
filled, and the Hortensia plowed through the" 
ocean briskly, straight towards the Double" 
Headed Shot Keys. This little Spanish boy,- 
half asleep at the helm, knew nut of the dan­
ger, neither could he see ahead from where 
he stood, for the great sails concealed she* 
view of the light house, but Nep. the good 
sailor that he was, had already discovered that 
land was near, he smelt it, and saw the light.
He rushed down to bis master's state-roout 
and burked, and jumped up to him as he lav 
on his berth. “Got down ! be still Nep!' 
said the sleepy captain. Bot Nep. would not 
be soil—he only burked the louder. “Be 
still !"' said the cupUiu again, and be pushed 
the dog away. Again the faithful little fel­
low jumped up, pulled his master sleeve, and 
took hold of his arm with hie teeth. Then 
the captain thoroughly roused, began to think 
something must be the matter. He sgrang 
up. and Nep. ran forward, barking to the 
companion way; the captain’s head no sooner 
came above'the deck than be aaw what was 
the matter. Right ahead was the fearful 
rock and the light-house, and the ship plung­
ing toward it the rate of nine mile» an hour !
He seized the h» lm, the ship straggled, 
swung round,and when her course yaeshift* d#- 
she was so near the rods that they coeld ha*»* 
touched it with an oar, to three minutes sh« 
would have struck and hejm a wreck t T»** 
sleeping sailors were roused to their duly, en* 
the astonished mate rose up from hie nap oir t“ chest to leara that but for the WthfoJ 
dog the waves might already hate doe

Do,you wonder that the «•$£» thjnha Mir 
dog is worth his weight ta gê»* 
been offered large sums of myy 
He does not go;o era jtow^


