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The last week of the Parlia-
mentary session was a strenuous
week. Sittings of the House of
Commons were held forenoon,
afternoon and late each night.
A greater number of divisions
were taken during that week
than during all
Several

importance

the rest of the

session. incidents - of

considerable were
two
to

Unionism had been more- or less

brought out and one or

members, whose loyalty
in doubt from the begenning of
the session, showed what might
be fairly termed the political
cloven foot. This was particu-
Fielding, who

hac been elected to Parliament as

larly true of Mr.

a Unionist by acclamation, who
had attended the Government
caucases during the session, and
who had been selected as the chair-
man of an important committee.
As has been already stated n
Field-
the house

this correspondence, Mr.
ing chose his seat in
right between the Government
He had
not voted against the Govern-
ment in any divisions prior to
Tuesday, May 21st., but on that
date, when the question of the

and Opposition parties.

Yukon election was up for dis-
cussion, he espoused the Opposi-
tion cause, made a speech in
their behalf and- voted against
the

sequent occasions,

On two sub-
on the Title's
Resolution and on the motion
sprung by Sir Wilfrid Laurier to
repeal the War Time Election’s
Act, he did the -same thing:
The applause with which the
the little
man’s departure from the Gov-

Government.

Opposition greeted

ernment s@pport, would seem tu
indicate that they regarded his
action somewhat in the light of
Whether o
not they subsequently treated
hith to a mess of fatted calf is
not recorded. Another incident

. »
a prodigal’s return.

of a more pleasing nature than
Mr. Fielding’s conduct, was the
appearance for the first time
this session, of Sir  Thomas
White, who had returned from
California, where he had been
recuperating his ssomewhat shat-
tered health. .Sir Thomas looks
well, and to

was

entrance
Chamber
greeted with generous applause!
A déy or so later another pleas-
ing Tncident occurred, Dr.Thomp-
son, member for the Yuken
- whose election had been in dis-
pute, entered the chamber ‘and
took his seat amid the applause
Of this elec.
tion a dispute arose of which some-
thing will be said below.

his
the Commons

of the members.

A lively discussion and several
divisions téok place on the mo-
tion to 'adopt the report of the
committee on Privileges and El-
ections, relative to the Yukon
election. The Unionist Candidate
in the election was Dr. Thompson,
above referred to, and his oppon-
ent was Mr. Congdon. In the
civilian vote Mr. Congdon had a
slight lead, but the military over-
seas vote gave Dr. Thompson a
very considerable majority. The
election did not take.place on the
17th of December, but was one
of two or three deferred elections.
A technical point was raised
against Dr. Thompson’s return
on the ground that the soldiers
vote, which was cast between the
19th of November and the 17th
of December, could not be ap-
plied to the candidates in this
election, in as much as they were
not nominated when this soldier
vote was taken.  The question
was referred by the Government
to the comumittee on privileges

the House of Commons . by Hon.
Mr. Guthrie,
committee,

chairman of - the
its ad-
The report was to the
effect that the soldier vote was
properly applied to the respect-
ive candidates, and the candidate

who moved
option.

having the majority of all the
votes should be declared elected,
and the
should be so instructed by Parlia-
To this the
Opposition moved an amendment

returning

mo2nt. motion
that, instead of reporting to the
House, the committee . should re-
port to the Supreme Court of
Canada, where the
should be decided. In support
of his motion Hon. Mr. Guthrie
presented an

question

admirable argu-
ment. He was s\xgpor' by
Hon. My. Mexghen :in ‘an> argu-
ment of most extremely “cogent
Mr. Fielding taek
occasion to discuss the question

reasoning.

in support of the amendment
presented by the Opposition, and
in this way made his first break
from the Unionist side, amid
the applause of his former friends
of the Opposition. There were
those in the House, who had all
along suspected the sincerity of
Mr.

they saw the course he was now

Fielding and who, when

pursuing, were: disposed to be-
lieve that he had been playing a
watching game and perhaps
this

might be able to draw some

hoped on question, he
small following from the Union-
IE he had any

notion of this kind he was dis-

ist members.

appointed, for there is no evi-
dence that anyone changed his
convictions on this vote, in con-
sequence of Mr. Fielding’s plunge.
He and the members of the Op-
position are very welcome to
whatever glory they may draw
from the little

the occasion.

man’s: action on
After the question
the
division was taken and the vote
stood; for the \Government 103
to 68 for the Opposition. This
did not finish the discussion of
Mr. Lapointe of
moved
amendment, and after a brief

had ‘been well discussed,

the question.
Kamouraska, another
discussion a second division was
taken, showing 102 for the
Government and 69 for the Op-
the - third
taken Mr
which carried
by a vote of 103 for the Govern-
ment to 60 for the Opposition.

position.  Finally

division was on

Guthrie’s motion,

The next live question to oc-
cupy the attention of the House
was the motion of Mr. Nickle, to
abolish hereditary titles in Can=
ada, and the amendment thereto
by Mr. Richardson,
had been discussed some time pre-
viously, and the debate bad been
adjourned.  Before the adjourn-
mont of the previous debate, the
Prime Minister, Sic Robert Bor-
den, had pronounced on the mat-
ter. He read tothe House an
Order-in-Couucil, which had been
passed by the Government, and
intimated that it was his inten-
tion to take the matter up with
the Imperial authorities when he
visited England this summer. It
was thought, perhaps, in view of
this statement of the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Nickle and Mr, Richard-
son would not be disposed to carry
the question to a vote, but on this
date, May 21st, they perservered
in their former attitude regarding
the question, and the debate was
pushed along on those lines. The
Prime Minister then moved an
amendment to the amendment
of Mr. Richardson, to the
effect that the matter, for the
present be left to be dealt with in
accordance with his former state-
wment, regarding the Order-in-
Council and his intention of fur-
ther discussing it with the Im-
perial authorities.

This motion

Among those
who took part in the discussion
was Mr. Burnham of Peterboro
Mr. Burnham, in the course of his
speech, made the rather remark-
able statement that he had con-
sulted the leader of the Opposit:
ion, and had- been told by him
that the voting down of the Prime

officer !

pem—

confidence in the Government. Sir
Rcbert Borden, after several other
members had spoken and after
he had been' asked in what light
he regarded the point raised rela-
tive to want of confidence in the
and em-

In

the first place, he said it seemed

Government, plainly
phatically stated his position.
to him a rather extraordinary
course for a member to pursue, to
consult the leader of the Oppos-
ition, regarding a motion of want
of confidence, rather than seek
advice from the leader cf the Gov-
He then said that his
and he
candidly placed bhimself iu the
judgment of the House. Should the
members present not approve of

ernment.

course was quite clear,

his sub-amendment, he would‘be
forced to consider that he could
no longer regard himself as re-
sponsible for the carrying on of
the business of the country, and
that he would at once ask the
Governor General to relieve him
of office and send for someone else
to carry on the Government. This
declaration placed the matter in a
very much more serious light, and
those on the Government side who
might have had strong feelings|.
against hereditary titles in Can-

ada, allowed all these personal
feelings to disappear and showed
they were prepared to stand by
Government. It has just been said
that the members on the Govern-
ment side took this view—not
quite all of them.” When the div-
ision was called the Prime Minis-
ter’s amendment wa$ sustained
by a vote of 104 to 71. Mr.
Nickle voted with the Opposition,
so did Mr. Fie]dibg and Mr
Thomas Fostex of Toronto. Af-
ter the division was taken, atten-
tion was called to the fact that
Mr. Richardson had not voted.
Mr. Richardson™ declared that he |
had desired to withdraw his am-
endment, but as he was unable to
do so without the unanimous con-
sent of the House, he stated he
would not vote against the leader
of the Government, however much
he might have favored his own

amendment ; for the very fact
that he was convinced that no
other man in Canada could take
Sir Robert Borden’s
Prime Minister, The main mo-

tion as changed by the Prime
Minister’'s amendment was then

place, as

agreed to on division.

On Wednesday the 22nd, the
attention of the House was en-
gaged nearly all the time, after
routine proceedings, by a discus-
sion, initiated by Mr. Copp of
Westmorland, N. B, who, on the
motion to go into committee of

supply, started a discussion on
the Government’s manner of con-

ducting the overseas military voter
at the late Federal Election. Mr.
Copp spoke about four hours, or
rather between speaking and read.
ing occupied about - that much
time of the House, and made very

serious charges against the Gov-
ernment. Mr. Copp is a’ very

windy, loud-mouthed sppaker, and
the greater number of his charges
had no greatef/ authority behind
them than that of W: T:"R. Pres-
ton, who officially conducted the
business of the overscas election,
on behalf of the Opposition. Many
of our readers, doubtless, have
some remembrance of the career
and political reputation of this
Mr. Preston, otherwise known as
“ Hug - the - machine Preston,’
whose crookedness in connection
with ballot switching and other
corrupt operations at election times
necessitated his departure from
Canads. After being provided for
in one capacity or another in dif-
ferent countries of Europe, by
his Liberal friends, he was, ‘in

tary vote in the last federal elec-
tion chosen by the Laurier party as
their official representative. So
unrelinble and utterly discredit-
ed is the reputation of this Mr:
Preston in matters political, thq,t
there are apparently few in the
province of Ontario who would
believe his oath. It is on the re-

o -

connection with the overseas mili- |

the people-of Canada that some-
thing out of the proper course
had been done in connection with
the taking of the Military Vote
overseas, in the Federal Eleétion
of December last. Mr. Copp might
have brought on 'his charges at
an earlier stage of the session and |
could have brought the matter.be-
fore the House otherwise than as
an amendment to the motion to
go into committee of supply.

sion for his' subject -and a better
chance to have his motien adopt-
ed, were there any argument be-
bind it warranting such a course.
But he preferred to bring up the

!

session and on the motion to goI
into committee of supply. He
knew, .as - everybody . knows,
that  a_.motion of that. kind
means in every mst&hce a'
want of conﬁdence and, as “a
consequence & defeat oﬁ the ad-
ministration. He of course, was
quite satisfied that what he had
to say was talk and nothing else,
and knew very well that he could
not present any substantial argu-
ment that would convincé inde-
pendent members of parliament.
Consequently he felt it_t.h;e safest
course to proceed ashe did, know-
ing very ‘well that his_motion, as
an amendment to go into' com-
mittee of supply would be defeat-

ed. As we have already smd he
occupied four hours in plesentnw
his case. Tt was not by any means
an exceedingly interesting matter
and Mr. Copp’s audience during
the greater part of his discyssion
was very limited indeed. | M.
Copp’s motion was seeonded: by
Mr. Archambault who made ex-
ceedingly extruvn‘gant ch@u‘ges
against the Governmeat, in con-
nection with the voting of the
soldiers. The ‘motion was isup-
ported, on the Opposition side, by
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr.! Mec-
Master. The charges were ad-
mirably ‘answered, refuted and re-
pudiated; in’ splendld speeches by
Hon. Mr. Burrell, Secxetm'y of

State, Hon. Mr. Doherty'Minister
of Justice, Hon. Mr. Sifton, Min-
istey of Customs, and Sir Gem ge
Foster 'who was leading ‘! U'the
House ip. the absence.of the Pilme
Minister, ’
ken well on towards midnight
and the vote stood 92 for, the
Government to 61 for the Oppos-
ition. Thus ended, after occupy-
ing a whole day m discussion,
Mr. Copp’s loud and windy g:harg
es.

Thursday, May 23rd, was the
last working day of the session,
and was certainly a strenuous
day. A very comprehensive
programme confronted the 'House
when it met at 11 o'clock Thurs-
day forenoon. Many millions of
estimates had yet to be jput
through, some in the main estl-
motes, some in the suppluﬁen-
tary estimates for the fiscial year
ending Mareh 81, 1918, and all
of the supplementaries for ithe
fiscial year - ending March ;31,
1919." Among other matters up
for discussion in the forenpon
sitting. was & shott amendment
to the war Time Elections Act.
This was necessitated to meeti the
case of by-elections, When ithis
amendment was under " ‘congider-
ation in Committee of the wlxole
House, and when there was npt.a
full attendance - of membemL Sir
Wilfrid Laurier- took adva.ntuo'e
of the occasion to sgek a mnap
verdict. ‘He moved an axﬂénd-
ment to the act under con
S.hon, to the eﬁ'ecb that th9
Time Elections Act be rope ed.
A division was taken imn ‘dx-
ately, which showed .a:vote of' 74
for the Government a.gmnsd 58
for the Opposition. That ,wb.s
the last division of the session.
Discussion of supply and Wdys
Means occupied the- greater por-
tion of the time during all the
sittings of this day, There were
no very long discussions, 'al-
though occasionally there was
some sharp debate. It was
announced early - in the day that
prorogation ‘would take place
some time that day, proba‘bly
about ten o'clock p. m. and all
were quite desirous of bringing
the ~ business to a close. Yet
many were anxious - to- discuss
items as they came up. Lengthy
speeches were out of the ques-
tion, and any one who had the
temerity to extend. his remarks
to anything-approaching unnéces-
sary length “had ' short shrift, as
the House or committee, as the
case might be, were notin a
temper to be unnecessarily de-
layed. As a consequence nutner-|
ous brief speeches were made and

o

-

‘the sessional business were push-

The division wa ta--

tecture of her class,

votes of supply went throughl
with extr&ondimny celerity.
‘When six o'clock came it was'
suggested by the Leader of the'
House that business be resumed
at seven o'clock instead of eight,
the usual hour “for resu:ning in
the -evening, from seven to
twelve o'clock at “night

through, and odds and ends of

ed along to conclusion.

Finally,

announcement was made to Mr.'

Speaker that a messenger from'

His Excellency The Governor
General was in waiting. Mr.

enger be admitted.
peared Lieutenant  Colonel
Earnest J. Chambers, Gentle-
man Usher of the Black Rod,
whose presence was ' not’ by any
means unfamiliar to the members
of the House. He executed his
three bows in his usual excellent
and gentlemanly manner and
announced to the Speaker of the
House that His Excellency de-
sired the immediate attendance
of the House of Commons in the
Senate Chamber. Then, he most
gracefully bowed himself out
backwards. The Speaker, then
with ‘the House of Commons,
proceeded to the Senate Cham-

bers where His Excellency, in
His Majesty’s name, gave the

Royal assent to the bills.that had
been passed during the session.
Then Mr. Speaker Rhodes an-
nounced that the Commons had
voted supplies necessary to carry
on the. bysiness of the coun-
try - until _Parliament -should
meet  again. His Excellency
thanked the Commons for the
supplies and assented to the sup-
ply bill. His Excellency then
read, in English and French, an
address to the assembled Sena-
tors and Commoners _and in due

form parliament ws! brorogued.
It was within fiftedn -minutes of
one o'clock, Friday morning,

when the proceedings thus form-
ally ended.

Then ap-

e

P E. I. In Parliament

(Hansard May 17th, 1918)
House in committee of Supply
on estimates of Minister of Rail-
ways : '

Mr. McIsaac: I am pleased to
notice that the Mirister of Rail-
w{lys has an item of $65,000 in
his estimates for the completion
of the terminals jat Port Borden
land Cape Tormehtine, where the
car ferry steamer Prince Edward
Island plies between Prince Ed-
ward Island and New Brunswick.
I need not say that I deeply re-
gret that the minister has not
found it convenient to include an
amount in the estimates at least
to commence the standardization
of the guage on the Prince Ed-
ward :Island rgilway. I would
not suggest to the Government,

(Mr. Read) has done to standard-
ize the guage from Port Borden

Borden to Charlottetown. That
would only be a piecesmeal pro-
posal, I would not distate or sug-
gest to the Gavermmnent where
they should begin. But I sincere-
ly desire that they:shall make 4
begiuning as soon as reasonably
possible. “And when they do be-
gin to standardize, it should be
doue’in such a way that all por-
tions of the province traversed by

iT-tthe raillway will be benefitted. As

I had occasion to say before, in
consequence of the dearth of coast-
al steamships, the removal of the
products of Prince Edword Island
will be a very difficult problem
this very year. - Notwithstanding
that a great many of our sons,
I am proud to say, have gone to
fight our battles at the front, Iam
satisfied that there will be a very
considerable increase of agricul-
tural production in Prince Ed-
ward Island this year. That being
so,-we shall have much ‘more to
export to ‘provide food for the
soldiers fighting our battles, We
have scarcely any'ideaof how pro-
ductive Prjnce: Edward Island is,
for the very fact that we have
never had sufficient factlities to
ship our products from the Island.
The car ferry steamer * Prince
‘Edward Island” is a splendid
ship. In my opinion, she is the
greatest product of marine archi-
Daring the
past Winter, which was unprece-

dently ' severe and arduous, she
made daily trips across theSt.rmts,
several times a day, sometimes.
‘As I said before the question of
winter. dayigation of the Straits

'lof winter, navigation of the straits

many question.
milions of estimates were put exceedingly grateful to the Gov-

as my hon. friend from Prince

to’ Summerside and from Port

has been solved. The solution of
that problem, which had caused
50 much difficulty, hardship, dis-
‘appointment and uncertainty to
our people. has caused a revol-
ution of feeling, and the matter

is now accepted as beyond any
<Consequently we feel

ernment for what they have done
in farnishing this magnificent

Progress of the War

London, May 28—The Crown
Prince’s show may have started
as a diversion of the Kaiser’s
battle, but it has developed into
one of the biggest operations of
the war, Following up their
gains of yesterday with una-
bkted force, the German armies
today drove the + British and

steamer and solving this difficult

He aiter the hands of the clock had problem and placmo us in contin-
would then have a better oppor- | ]ust passed the noon of night, a uous communication with the In-
tunity of having a wider discus-|loud rap was heard on the door tercolonial and other railway sys-
|le ading into the chamber, and the tems of the Dominion, which was

written in the bond at the time
we entered Confederation. It was
the lack of this understanding
which prevented Prince Edward

matter in the dying days of the ‘Speaker requested that the mess-|Island from going into Confeder-

ation with the original four pro-
vinces in 1867. In 1873 the Im-
petial Order in Council contained
what the Island asked for, but it
is only now that we' have sue-
ceeded in getting the link across
the Straits. As the minister knows
the standardization of the guage
is the complement of the car ferry
steamer. I think I can say this,
though I have no warrant for
saying it.  As we all know, the
people of Prince Edward Island
are not poor, although it is a
small place. They have contri-
buted most generously to the loans
that Canada has floated. .I feel
I am safe in saying that if the
Government would issue a special
loan of "$2.000,000 for the pur-
pose of broadening the guage on
the Prince Edward Island railway,
the people of Prince Edward Is-
fand have the money ; and they
will buy - the bonds and furnish|®
the necessary funds to complete
the work. If the Government
take that departure, they will
solve at least ove difficulty in
connection with the problem of
standardizing the road. If the
Minister of Railways, in his sup-
plementary estimates, provides a
sum for the commencement of
this work he will do something
that will be dear to the hearts of
the people of Prince Edward Is-
land, something for whizh the
people of that province will never
cease to be thankful, and some-
thing which will be™a benefit to
the whole Dominion as well.

3=k

(Hansard May 23, 1918.)

House in committee of supply
on estimates of Minister of Pub-
lic Works.

Harbours and rivers—Prince
Edward Island—Mink river,.re-
pairs to wharf, $1,500.

Mr. Mclsaac: I would like to
ask the Minister of Public Warks
concerning twa matters, Qne is
the boat harbour at North Lake
and the other the dredging of
the boat harbour at “Neufrage.
As the minister undeypstands,
there is now at North Lake a
boat- harbour where the boats
can come in and out at high
water; but in consequence of the
shifting of the sand, itis likely
to become shallower and fill up.
Further than that, the provia-
cial Government finds it necess-
ary to build a bridge acruss there,
and it would be out of reason
for them to do #0 wunless some-
thing was done. by the Federal
CGoverament to make the hay-
boup substantial. This ia a mat-
ter of extrome importance toa
very large number of fishermen,

Mr. Carvell: My hon. friend
has brought this matter before
me-a nunber of times daring the
last three months. I have made
inquiries, and I tipd a reporg
from the engineer that it wanld
require some 813,000 or 830,000
t0 do this work, ‘1 have infor-
mation from a gentleman in
whom I have the very greatest
confidence that about $2,000
willdoit. I am going to in-
vestigate the matter. There is a
general vote for the Maritime
Provinces, and if the work can
be done for a reasonable sum o
money, I may be able to arrange
to do it out of the general fund.
I shall, however, have the mat-
ter thoroughly investigated and
do whatever is proper.

The: patrol steamer Armen-
tiers grounded on Tryon shores
on Saturday. Word of herdis-
tress was sent to the Marine De-
partment here, and early Sunday
morning the C. G, S. Brant weunt
to her relief. Meantime  the
patrol steamer Canada had been
advised of the difficulty and
started from Pictou in order to
relieve her sister steamer, but}
before she reached the stranded
ship the - Brant had pulled her
off. All three steamers started
for Charlottetown anmd arrived
here one after another, within
the space.of abont an hour and a
half, ~ between.8and 8 o'clock
Syddcy evening.

French back along the twenty
miles front between Vailly and
Berry-Au-Bac.  Greatly . out-
numbered and almost overwhelm-
ed by the enemy’s superior
forces, the allied forces were
forced to fall -back rapidly
Putting their greatest forces
against the center of the Anglo-
French line, the Germans ‘pushed
their way across the plateau that
rises’ between the Aisne and
Vesle rivers. Late today they
had sudceeded in crossing the
Vesle river at several points near
Fismes, the French war office
stated tonight. The loss of
Fismes, an important railroad
center on the north side of the
Vesle river is serious. The Ger-
man gains cut off Rheims from
the west and will seriously
cripple the allied communications
in this sector.

London, May 29—The Ger-
today - advanced at all
points in their great Aisne salient,
capturing Soissons on the west,
making a gain of seven iles in
the center, and half encircling
Rheims on the east. The total
gain in three days’ fighting has a
maximum depth of twenty miles.
Ludendorff attacked with re-
doubled force on all sides of the
wedge he had driven into the
allied line. The French before
Soissons were forced to give
ground rapidly in the face of the
territic attacks of the enemy.

mans

were outnumbered ten to one,
and little by little they withdrew
to give Foch's reserves time to
come up. Last night the French
were clinging tenaciously to the
west outskirts of Soissons. On
the west side of the salient the
Germans pu‘hed forward to a
liite running south from Soiss-
ons through Belleu, Septmonts,
Ambrief and Chaerise. On the
south they reached Loupiegne,
and northwest of Rheims the
force of the enemy’s drive forced
the Anglo-French treops to with-
draw across the Aisne-Marne
Canal, along a line rhaning
through Brouillett, Savagny and
Thillas, -

-

" Paris, May 30—The removal
of children from Paris was begun
this morning when one thousand
children. from tho Montemarte
district of the city were placed on
board a special train, bound for
& vacation colony in the depart-
meut of Allier in central France,
This is the first agtion taken un-
der & plan for removing Paris
children from the possibility of
harm from & long range gun shell
striking a school filled with pup-
ils, as & church of worship was
struck on Good Friday last. May-
ovs of towns within the military
zono wet in congress at Paris yes-
terday. The mayor of Chaumont
presided and the mayors of Ver-
dun, Culais and Belfort were
among the assembly. The pro-
ceedings were opened- by voting
address to Premier Clemenceau
which recognized. his noble pat-
rictism and his immutable tena-
city. An address to the Amer-
icans also was voted,

*

. 'London, May 81—*The sita-
ation is a very serious one.” atates
the general staff, “ Not only be-
cause the QGermans have made
such rapid progress—an advance
of twenty-six miles in four days
but also because they still huve
such large reserves available to
be thrown into the battle at any
point. Qur trasisport has worked
very well and . there is reason to
hope that the Germans will not
make any further progress, al-
though the situation must remain
anxious as long as they have
plenty of reserves. The immed-
iate future depends on what
course the -enemy takes. " The
Crown Prince has used up vir-
tually all his own reserves and
some from the army groups to the
eastward, but the great bulk of
the German reserves are to the
north. It remains to be seen
whether the eneiy will use them
to develop his sucéess toward
Paris or pursue Li# original in-
tention in striking toward Amiens

In places, observers report, they|

{of_fighting.

with a view to cutting the ailied
armies in two.

London, June 2—The spirit
which repulsed Von Kluek’s
hordes is again checking the in-
vader in'the region which wit-
nessed the dashing of the Kaiser's
hopes in 1914. Attempting to
further successes of the last six
days the Germans launched a
series of terriffc attacks in tha
sector north of the Aisne river,
The ground chosen lies between
the important city of Soissons
and the Oise river. Each time
the French,  displaying the elan
which has characterized their
fighting throughout the war, and
particularly at Verdun, repulsed
the enemy with heavy losses.
Monte De Choisy was the scene
of the heaviest onslaughts. Here
the troops of the Crown Prince
made four attacks, violent in the
extreme, only to be hurled back
after oceupying for a brief time
the coveted goal. Lndendorffy -
forces are energetically pressing
the attack between the Oise and
the Marne. The French have
repulsed fierce onslaughts north
of the Bois Carlpont and Mou-
lins-Sous-Touvent. Foch’s' ‘men
are still in possession of Chatean
Thierry on the left bank of the
Marne. Latest reports tell of
heavy fighting along the Dorans-
Rheims roads.
Olizy-Volaines

Vardenois,

In the region of

and  Ville-En-
some of the enemy
troops have succeeded in crossing
this road. The French war office
announces that the defenders of
demccracy have re-occupied Long-
pont, Corcy, Faveroilles and
Tresnes. These points, " located
between the Vierzy and the
Ourcq, were taken in -violent
encounters, in which the French
took the initiative. The sup-
reme: crisis of the war has been
reached. During the coming
week the fate of the Allies will
be decided. The Central Pow-
ers are at the peak of their mili-
tary power and henceforth they
will slowly weaken. But to the
alliance a grave problem  still
presents itself for solution as to
how to hold the enemy back
during  this  critical ' period.
France, weakened by four years
, 1§, nsw—abruggling
against a ~ powerful - enemy whe
is threatening her heart. Italy
will probably face an equally
difficult task.

Paris, Jane 2— The French
troops in a counter-attack west of
Nieuilly St. Fron drove back the
Germans and also in an attack re-
capaured Hill 163 in this region,
according to the French official
¢ommunication issued this even- ~
ing. The village of Champlat
also was recaptured and near
Vile-En- Tardenois some ground
was gained by the French troops,
The text of the communication
iollows. “The battle continued
today. The enemy’s principal ef-
forts were between the region
north of the Oureq and the Marne..
Our troops stood the shock with
firm courage. The Germans re-
captured- Favrelles, but their at-
tacks against Courcy and Tross-
nes failed. “ West of Neuilly St,
Fron our counter-attacks drove
the enemy back on Fassy-en-Val-
ois, We recabtured Hill 168 in
this locality, = “ Further south on
the front of Torey- Bouresches two
enemy attacks wers broken up
On our right we recaptured Cham-
plat und gained some ground in
the direction of Villeen-Tardenois,

With the British Army in the
Field, June 8—The British made
& minor attack against & portion
of Averly Wood early this morn-
ing. 'The attack gave them ad-
ditional footing in that wooded
tract beside the Anoie River. The
Germans have very little room
for manoceuvering west of the
river, opposite the old Somme
battlefleld, and the loss of any
ground however slight, adds to
their dncomtqvt. and gives advan-
tage for an attack westward up
the slope toward Amiens. By

attempting raids and maimu%‘ i
a harrassing artillery fire, the

emy is keeping up at any rate a
formal activity, on the front be-
tween Flanders and Montdidier
in order to keep the Allied forces
occupied. Every German raid has
been appmsed at the true value,
In 1n0st instances prisoners have
been taken away, some prisoners
taken recently, indicate that the
recent reliefs opposite the British
front.have brought poor troops

into the line in plwe of exhaust- -
ed divisions. It is not too easy
to bellpve however that this prac-
tice is widespread or that it
means ay indefinite coutinuance
of the presend lull,




