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THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW.
NEW YEAR’S EYE AT MIDNIGHT, j

Hoary, and bent as a well strong bow,
The Old Year is retreating ;

Fading away from Present to Past,
With the seconds qnickly fleeting.

Stern and cold is his furrowed face,
With never a line of beauty or grace,

And white locks floating o’er it.
A fiery eye, deep set in the head,
That gleams like the light of a meteor red, 

Piercing a path before it;

But the eye alone bespeaks the will,
The resolute spirit that burneth still,

For his step is slow and weary.
Already the voices sing in the air,
Droning and low, like the notes of despair— 

A chorus wierd and dreary :—

Hark the Old Year’s slowly dying,
To the music of the bells;

Dying, dying^-slowly dying 
In twelve solemn mournful knells.

Knell the first—we’re backward gazing 
To our child’s happy prime—

Happy thoughts ! so brightly blazing! 
Through the blinding mists of time.

Knell the first. Then knell the second 
, Loudly breaks upon the ears ;

And with knell the third is reckoned 
Dreams of ripe, maturer years ;

• Dreams of life and dreams of action,
Thoughts of battling with the world, 

Strife of man with man, and faction— 
Burning thoughts all wildly whirled.

Four and five—the strokes keep pealing— 
Six and seven, nine and ten,

Calmer thought and better feeling 
i To the world and fellow men.

Stroke eleven !—aged—weary—
Going like the sad Old Year—

Face all wrinkles—eyes dull, bleary— 
Thoughts devoid of youth and cheer.

Stroke the twelfth !—a mournful sound— 
Dies the man as dies the year!

Each has run his weary round,
Each is laid upon his bier.

When the bells had ceased their ringing,
• Stopped the mournful chorus singing 

Of the dying year and man ;
Through the air came loudly pealing 
Clanging joy bells—hope revealing—

And ’ twas thus they ran :

Happy New Year send thee greeting, 
Smiling^ike the rosy morn ;

Hail the New Year, meet the greeting,
Hail the Year that’s newly born!

Faith looks outward front its bosom,
Hope sits smiling in its eyes—

L Faith to do and hope to conquer—
Reach and grasp the Heaven-sent prize.

^ Gone the Old Year and forgotten,
Laid by in the past to rust ;

Let the past be all forgotten,
In the New Year put thy trust.

Died thy past life with the Old Year ;
Start again a life that’s new ;

Start out with the hope to cpnquer,
Strive on with the faith to de.

Happy, happy, be thy New Year ;
Happy, happy, be thy life,

Modelled newly with the New Year,
Free from woe and hate and strife ;

Filled with holier thoughts, and actions 
Loud proclaiming better ways ;

Peace and holy, pure contentment 
Close around thy later days,

Greet the New Year! Greet the new Year, 
Smiling like the rosy morn ;

Hail the New Year, meet the greeting,
Hail the Year that’s newly born.

Man to man should send a greeting ;
Man should hold the greeting dear,

Meet the greeting, give the greeting 
Of the bright and glad New Year.

Happy New Year, happy New Year,
Happy New Year unto all ;

Greatest blessings, richest treasures,
In the New Year on us fall.

Ceased the bells again their ringing, 
Ceased the joyous chorus singing,

Ceased the chorus of the bells.
Hope to conquer—faith to do—
Thrilled throug all my veins anew 

. With the stopping of the bells.
Fredericton, Jan. 1, 1882.

THE DIVINE PLAN FOR DESTROYING SIN. Calvary, speak forth sin’s hatred of holi- still dwelling among men, haunting the
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Who gave himself for us, that he might re
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good

Those who pass from Kensington north
ward through Palace Gardens find them
selves on a private road on which are 
some of the finest mansions in London. 
Conspicuous among these is Baron 
Reuter’s with its four towers, to one of 
which the telegraph wires converge, and 
it is the Baron’s favorite amusement to 
take a guest up to his telegraph room and 
ask him from what part of the world he 
would like to get a message. But nbar 
the Kensington gate is a red brick house, 
a couple of stories high, with a little 
green in front, and a billiard room at the 
side, and here it was that Thackery (who 
built the house out of the profits of his 
American lectures) lived the last peace
ful and easy years of his life. From him 
it passed into the hands of Mr. and Mrs 
Bravo, the step father and mother of the 
young barrister so mysteriously poisoned 
a few years ago near London.

It is spoken of as a wonderful thing 
that the person who transports the mail 
from Vergennes to Addison, Vt., is a 
woman. Just as if transporting males 
were not women's work from time im
memorial—Lowell Courier.

The question as to who shall be Speaker 
of the House has to be séttled after every
marriage.

works.—Titus il, 14.'

The self-devotion of Christ effects man's 
deliverance from sin.—God has revealed 
his purpose to overthrow the dominion of 
sin. His nature insures the futtlpaent of 
that purpose, for “ God is light, and in 
Him is no darkness at aU.” light scat
ters darkness. God antagonises sin, and 
employs all wise and holy methods to do 
away with its power. The words just 
read disclose the great divine plan for 
overcoming the power and the love of 
sin, in the hearts and lives of men. Christ 
gives himself for us, and expects by that 
giving of himself to “ redeem us from all 
iniquity, and to purify unto himself a pé- 
culiar people, zealous of good works.” 
Let us inquire how this self-devotion of 
Christ is effective to this great end. We 
know that his giving of himself for us in
volved his earthly career, that wondrous 
life and death, which have found a place 
among the great facts of reliable history. 
How does this part of his giving of him
self for us operate as a means for making 
men righteous ? It is thus effective—

I. Because it reveals the true nature of 
sin. The necessity for such à revelation is 
apparent. Those in peril need to know 
their danger, that they may promptly 
avail themselves of the means of escape 
placed within their reach ; and we know 
that sin distorts, blunts, stupefies in such 
sort that a clear, unmistakeable, startling, 
awakening revelation of its real nature, 
becomes a prime necessity in any effec
tive scheme of deliverance^ Christ’s life 
and death, we claim, became such a reve
lation. 1. By. placing righteousness in
carnated in a human life, in vivid con
trast to human sinfulness. Here, among 
sinful men, is lived out a life radiant with 
the beauty of a stainless righteousness. 
The ideal human life is realized, so that 
all may gaze upon it, and see what it is 
like. Now, how will this operate ? What 
will the effect be upon those to whom the 
vision comes? The amateur in art .or 
music fancies, perhaps, that he is pos
sessed of an unusual degree of talent and 
skill, and his fond friends, who know a 
great deal less about the matter than does 
he, by their indiscriminate praise, confirm 
him in his good opinion of his own power, 
but, by and bye, he stands before the mas
ter-piece of a Raflaellc or a Guido, or lis
tens, entranced,to the melodies discoursed 
by a king in the realms of music, and 
then goes to his home and puts his colors 
out of sight, and hangs his harp upon the 
willows—and why ? Simply, because the 
disclosure of artistic perfection in another 
has become to him the most convincing 
revelation possible, of his own great defi
ciencies and terrible lack of skill and 
power. And the same principle finds il
lustration on the moral plane. Have you 
never known what it is to go out of the 
presence of certain men who were living 
wiser, truer, nobler lives than yours, feel
ing as never before the folly and mean
ness of your life ? Or, in reading the bio
graphies of the great souls that have 
passed through this world like pillars of 
fire, filled with great, unselfish ambitions 
for God’s glory and the best interests of 
humanity, have you not realized the 
smallness, the weakness and the selfish
ness of the average life ? Now, this prin
ciple which has so large and effective an 
operation in the relations of men with 
men, finds its grandest, its perfect illus
tration in the influence of Jesus. That 
was the flawless life. We look upon it, 
and begin to understand what that great, 
sunlight word, righteousness, means—a 
tangible, active, positive goodness", that 
passes through terrific trial scatheless, 
and without even the smell of fire cling
ing to it. But can we thus see what 
righteousness means without, at the same 
time, learning what sin is ? We gaze upon 
that perfect life, and we see what God 
would have human life to be, his great 
ideal for each man ; but can we see this 
clearly without apprehending, as never 
before, how miserably we have failed of 
God’s great, ’ beautiful thought for us ? 
The holy life of Christ lived out under 
earthly conditions, and among men, re
veals to men what righteousness is, and 
what human life ought to be, and so dis
closes the meanness, the hatefulness, the 
deformity of the evil thing which has 
made human life what it is.

2. Again, this part of Christ’s giving of 
himself is a disclosure of the nature of 
sin, by becoming the occasion for sin to 
manifest its active hostility to goodness 
revealed in its fairest and most attractive 
form. The unspeakably sad and signifi
cant fact stands on record, that when 
truth and purity became incarnate upon 
the earth,and stood forth in divine beauty 
among men, men, because of the sin of 
their heart, refused to welcome it, turned 
their backs upon it, persisted in misun
derstanding it, reviled and maligned it, 
and persecuted it to the death. The 
hunted life of Christ, and the murder of

ness, and the awful, degrading, blinding 
control that it is possible for sin to acquire 
over human hearts. The reception which 
transcendent moral loveliness, in the per. 
ion of Christ, met with at the hands of 
men, stamps sin as it exists, concrete and 
terrible, in our nature, with the stigma of 
an eternal disgrace. And this dreadful 
capacity for antagonising holiness is an 
unvarying characteristic of the unrenewed 
pian, as is proven by the opposition that 
the Chris tÜke and true has ever had to 
contend with.

ing
Christ's "bleeding feet I track,

Toiling np new Calvaries ever with the 
cross that turns not back.”

“ The carnal mind is enmity against God.” 
Says Carlyle, should Christ appear among 
men to-day, with his uncompromising 
goodness, the spirit of 1800 years ago 
would revive, and the cry would be, 
“ Away with him to Newgate, and' hang 
him.”

H. But this result of Christ’s earthly 
career is the necessary first step to the 
grander work effected by this giving of 
himself for us. The man who has been 
with Christ long enough to learn the utter 
hatefulness and deformity of sin, and to 
be filled with a glorious discontent and a 
noble self-loathing because of the place 
that sin has had in his heart and life, that 
man has been with Christ long enough to 
learn the grander truth that the attitude 
of this high and holy life toward him is 
one of friendliness and good will. He 
comes to understand that the words of 
John, descriptive of Christ as the one 
“full of grace and truth,” express that 
which is truest, deepest, most essential in 
Christ’s relations to men. He realizes 
that our righteous Lord came, not to con
demn men, not to judge men, but to save 
men, to save men, and that in the moment 
he decides that sin and his soul shall be 
henceforth two separate things, that he 
will antagonise sin and do his best to 
overcome its power, in that moment Christ 
is at his side, panoplied with all divine 
grace and help to pour his strength and 
his sympathy into his soul, and make him 
to be more than conqueror in the struggle 
that ensues. He recognises in Christ the 
incarnation of the divine and spiritual 
forces in the universe that make for right
eousness, and through Christ learns that 
they stand linked with' him in friendly 
and all-effective alliance in the fight with 
sin. And as there thus dawned upon his 
life the sunshine, the inspiration, and the 
hope, bom of the conviction that the di-

eftrth with upspent spiritual energies; 
that is the great vital truth of this 19th 
century—Christ is here. Here, in the 
lives which he & transforming, day by 
day, into his. likeness ; here, in the con
flicting currents of thought; here, in the 
tide Eke movement of national life. 
Living out his life, with its infinite re
sources, in the behalf of men, still, as of 
old, in the plenitude of his divine, self, 
abandoning love, giving himself, giving 
himself for us. And so will he continue 
himself for us and to us, until his work 
is accomplished, and his hungry heart 
satisfied. A hungry Christ, who can 
fathom the depths of such a conception, 
what a certain prophecy of joy it holds 
for the individual Christian. Not much 
in his case, now, he thinks in his restless 
dissatisfaction, with which his righteous 
Lord can be satisfied. But, Christ will 
give himsefr po us in all saving, trans
forming influ ences, entil by and by, we' 
shall ntgiidystèiiîslieil in the divinp life, 
without i|6* or stain of sin, and Chest 
as he look* upon us shall be satisfied, 
and every man that hath this -hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as He is 
pure.

A satisfied Christ, what a prophecy of 
hope for the World, still so largely under 
the power of the wicked one, and full of 
the dark places of cruelty. He will con
tinue to give himself to and for our race, 
until the world shall be full of the glory 
of God, and the sovereignity of righteous
ness.

“ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye steadfast, immovable, always abound
ing in the work of the Lord, for as much 
as ye know, that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” Out of these thoughts 
there springs another of deep significance 
for Christian workers. When the prob
lem was to save men from sin—the plan 
adopted was one, which, as we have seen 
involved -«elf-sacrifice, self surrender. 
God so loye<|jthe word that he gave his 
only begotten son. Christ so loved, as 
cheerfully; voluntarily to give himself for 
us. Ouf Lord calls us to a high and sacred 
fellowship with him in his work for men. 
“ I am the light pf the world,” we hear 
him say, and we behold “ his glory, the 
gloiy as of the only begotten of the Fath
er,” but from the central source of this 
mild splendor there come the words, “Ye 
are the light of the world.” Again, “the 
Father hath rent me into t£e world,” and 
opr hearts recognize the cjiyine dignity 
of the great Messenger from God to men,

vine attitude toward him is one of pease fUt’™ breath, he has linked
and good will, there springs up within his han* V oura’ md P1*06* mathia
soul a feeling of grateful love to God his 
Father, and Christ his Saviour, and grate
ful love speedily shapes itself into, is but 
another name for trust, confidence, faith ; 
and when faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
loving, obedient faith, has been once es- 
tabhshed in anyjiuman soul, then the 
problem of that soul’s salvation is practi
cally solved. For, faith is the great con
structive, up-building principle in human 
character. Men become like that in 
which they have faith. If the object that 
calls forth the most intense activities of 
their nature be low, unworthy, then will 
they become degraded in character and 
life. On the other hand, if it be lofty and 
true, their whole existence will be lifted 
up to a higher plane. The hand accom
modates itself to the object to be grasped. 
If that be small, narrow, meagre, the hand 
contracts ; if it be of ample and generous 
proportions, the hand expands, in order 
to take it in. So it is with the soul’s grip 
of faith. Now, is it not plain what the 
result must be, when the soul comes to 
take as the object of its humble, obedient 
faith the Lord Jesus Christ, the ideal of 
perfect character, in whom every true and 
noble thing finds its home ? Can there 
be any doubt as to what the result must 
be when Christ, the righteous one, be
comes the lawgiver, the guide, the king 
of the entire life ? In such companion
ship of trust, in such exalted intimacy, 
the soul’s future of righteousness, And con7 
sequent blessedness, is fully assured, 

Thus, we see that Christ's giving of him
self, as fulfilled in part in his earthly car 
reer, becomes the means for redeeming 
men from sin, by (1) disclosing the mean
ness and hatefulness of sin ; and (2) by 
inspiring an.admiring, adoring love for, 
and a humble obedient faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as the ideal of perfect char
acter, as the Master and the restorer of 
the lost art of right living.

in. These words cannot fail to suggest 
that large and wealthy life that Christ is 
living out now in the behalf of men. We 
have not seen the last of our Lord, when 
his pierced and broken body is laid 
within the tomb, a few hours later And 
he rises, victor over death, a few days 
later and he stands upon the mountain 
slope, beneath the opening heavens, the 
light of the new eternity kindling upon 
his brow, but ere he passes into the 
ineffable glory of the divine presence, he 
leaves with his disciples, [such words as 
these, “ Behold, all power has been given 
unto me in heaven and upon earth,” 
“ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” An incarhate 
Christ, that was the central fact of the 
first century. A risen and loving Christ

side, “ Even so send I you.” Then, since 
we are to be, in our measure, the Christs 
and Saviours of men, must we not honor 
jn the spirit a method of our work, this 
eternal law of selfsacrifice, which finds its 
grandest illustration in the life of Christ ; 
giving ourselves, in the truest, deepest 
sense possible, for others. May his spirit 
be ours, who “ though he was rich, for 
our sakes became poor, that we, through 
his poverty, might he made rich.” “ Who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify uuto him
self a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.

service at 11 a. m., sermon by the pastor. 
Subject, “Consecration.” Evening service 
at 6.30, sermon by the pastor, subject, “ Re
trospect. Sabbath school at 2 p. m. Prayer 
meeting will be held on Wednesday at 7.30.

MARYSVILLE.
Methodist Church—Rev. W. W. Brewer, 

pastor. ■ Services at 11 a. m. and 6.30 p. m. 
Week services every evening at 7 o’clock. 
Rev. J. Sellers will preach in the morning, 
and the Rev. Mr. Black in the evening.

st. Mary’s.

Services in St. Mary’s Church, Rev. 
William Jaffray, rector, will be held to-mor
row at 11 a. m. <

LINCOLN.
The Rev. Mr. Black will preach in the 

Methodist church at 3 p.m. -

l GIBSON.

Methodist Church—Rev. John S. Allan, 
pastor. Service to-morrow at 6.30 p.m. Ser
mon by the pastor; subject, “A Revival.” 
Sabbath school at 1.46.

RoanmoK.
Service at 3 p. m. in the Methodist Church.

DOUGLAS.
Service1 ât 11 a. m.

UNION SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF 
PRAYER, 1882.

As has been the custom in former years 
the Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist and 
Free Baptist churches will observe the week, 
of prayer from Jan. 2nd to Jan. 8th by hold
ing union services at half past seven o’clock, 
on each week-day evening, and at 8 o’ clock on 
the evening of Sunday, January 8th. The 
following is the programme :—

On Monday evening, in the vestry of the
tptist church, conducted by Rev. Mr. 

McLeod.
Tuesday evening, vestry of Free Baptist 

church, conducted by Rev. Mr. Evans.
. Wednesday evening, vestry of Methodist 
church, conducted by Rev. Mr. Mowatt.

Thursday evening, in the Presbyterian 
cfiurch, conducted by Rev. Mr.'Crawley.

Friday evening, vestry of Baptist church, 
conducted by Rev. Mr. Evans.

Saturday evening, vestry of Free Baptist 
church. Conducted by Rev. Mr. Mowatt.

Sunday evening, vestry of Methodist 
church, conducted by Rev. Mr. McLeod.

SUBJECTS FOR WEEK OF PRAYER.

January 1, Sunday—Subject for Discourse, 
“ Renewed Consecration.

January 2, Monday—Thanksgiving for the 
blessings, teàipqral and spiritual, of the 
past year, and prayer for their continuance. 
—Ps. ciii: 1-18 ; xxxvi : 7-10.

January 3, Tuesday—Humiliation and con
fession on account of individual, social and 
national sins.—Ps. M : 1-13 ; Joel ii : 12-18.

January A Wednesday—Prayer for the 
blessing Of God on His Church and His 
Word.—Bph. i : 16-23 ; H Thee, iii : 1-5,

January !», Thursday—Prayer for the young 
and all agencies for Christian training.— 
Acts n : WrlS: Is. liv : 13; Mat ix : 36-38-

January 6, Friday—Prayer for the univer
sal prevalence of peace and righteousness— 
Micah iv.-l-7.

January 7, Saturday—Prayer for Christian 
Missions, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
and the conversion of the world.—Dan. vii 
13, 14, 18 ; Acts i : 4-8 ; Jer. xxxi : 33, 34.

Church News.

. -SUNDAY SERVICES.

FREDERICTON,

Christ Church Cathedral.—The Bishop 
of Fredericton, Metropolitan of Canada, Rt. 
Re>. J. Medley, D. D.; Bishop Coadjutor, Rt. 
Rev. H. T. Kingdon, D. D. ; sub-dean, Rev. 
Finlow Alexander. Services on Sunday— 
Celebration of the Holy Communion, 8 a.m.; 
Morning service, 11 a. m.; Evening service, 
6.30 p. m. There will be service this evening 
in the Cathedral at 11 o’ clock.

Christ Church (St. Ann’s)—Rev. G. C. 
Roberts, rector. Morning service at 11 
a.m., with the celebration of the Holy Com
munion at 11a. m.; evening service 3.45 p.m. 
The sermon at both services will be by the rec
tor. SabbSth school at 2.15 p. m., at the 
Madras School Room.

St. Dunstan’s Church—Rev. J. C. Mc- 
Devitt, Parish Priest ; Rev. C. Precillius, 
Curate. Hunday services—Low Mass at 9 a. 
m.; High Mass, at 11 a. m.; Vespers, at 3 p. 
m.: Sabbath school at 2 p. m. The Ladies 
Branch of the St, Vincent de Paul Society 
meets in; St. Dunstan’s Hall immediately 
after Vebpero. The male branch of the So
ciety at 6.30 in the same place. Masses will 
be said every day during the week at 7-30 a.m.

Methodist Church—Rev. E. Evans, Pas
tor; Rev. L. W. Wadman, Assistant. Morn
ing service at 11, sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Black ; Evening service at 6.30; sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Wadman. Sabbath School 
at 2.15 p. m. The pastor conducts a Bible 
Class at 2, p. m. During the week there 
will be prayer meetings on Monday and 
Friday evenings at 7.30.

The usual Watch Night services this even
ing, when the Rev. A. J. Mowatt will preach, 

Presbyterian Church—Rev. A. J.Mowatt, 
pastor. Morning service at 11; Evening 
ing service at 6.30 ; sermon by the pastor 
at both services. Sabbath school at 2.30 p 
m. Prayer meeting on Wednesday at 7.30.

Baptist Church—F. D. Crawley, pastor. 
Morning service at 11 a. m., sermon by the 
pastor. Evening service at 6.30, sermon by 
the pastor. Sabbath school at 2.15 p. m. 
Week night social services on Monday and 
Friday evenings at 7.30. Prayer meeting 
every Sabbath morning at 9.30.

Free Baptist Church—Rev. J. McLeod, 
Pastor. Prayer meeting at 9.30. Morning

some of the most popular ministers an 
willing to do their share of the visiting 
and the work consequent upon it. But 
these are the very men who are generally 
so busy that they cannot devote their 
time to this sort of thing. So they gradu
ally drop out and leave the work to the 
dull men whom nobody cares to hear. 
The dull men are the ones who have plenty 
of time on their hands, and some of -them • 
are much more glad to have the oppor
tunity to speak than the chnrch people 
are to listen tA them. This plan of special 
visitation has been tried in most of the 
large cities, but in a majority of ̂ stances 
with uniform results. It is not likely to 
be attended with great or permanent suc
cess.

There is about to be submitted to the 
French Chambers a proposition to secu
larize the property of the religious bodies 
and separate Church from State. In other 
words, it is proposed to take fifty-four 
millions of francs per annum from the 
clerical party. The annual budget pro
vides for the payment of the salaries of, 
87 Archbishops and Bishop's, 11 Canons 
of the first class, 192 Vicars-General, 700 
Canons of Cathedrals, 68 archpriests, 595 
cures of the first class, 2,791 cures of the 
second class, • 31,347 officiating priests, 
9,462 vicars, 9 chaplains of the Paris ceme
teries, 1 chaplain at Marseilles, and 3 
secretaries of the Algerian Bishops. In 
all, 45,198 members of the Catholic clergy 
who live on the bounty of the State. Be
sides this numbe-, there are a few Jews 
and Protestante who receive their salaries 
from the same source. Should the pro
posed law be passed it would mean, in 
any case, utter ruin to the 31,000 priests 
of the countiy parishes. Those who dwell 
in the cities may be able to obtain the 
means of living from their congregations.

In Japan the Buddhists are becoming 
alarmed at the spread of the Christian 
religion,* and have attempted to bring 
business methods to bear on it in such a 
way as to prevent it from making converts 
of their followers. They now lend money 
to persons who want to engage in busi
ness, the loan being conditioned on the 
borrower remaining a Buddhist. The ef
fect is reported as being somewhat simi
lar to that' of the enterprising Sunday 
School superintendents in this country 
who give children chromos and other 
valuable merchandise as inducements to 
come to Sunday school

Bishop Duhamel, of the Roman Catho
lic Church, on the eve of his setting out 
from Ottawa for Rome, was presented 
with an address by the students of Otta
wa College.

The Presbyterian Church in Ireland has 
lost two leading and able men in the 
deaths of Rev. Dr. Henry, long time Pre
sident of Queen's College, Belfast, and 
Rev. James G. Robb, of Galway, a famous 
debater.

Ahmed Tewfik Effendi, the Turkish 
Ulema, who was condemned to death by 
the Sultan, for assisting in translating the 
Book of Common Prayer into his native 
tongue, has been received into the An
glican Church of St. Paul’s, London.

The Woman’s Auxiliaiy to the Episco
pal Board of Missions (American), organ
ized in 1871, raised a grand total of $143,- 
695 for home and foreign missions last 
year ; and in the ten years has raised 
$789,195. These figures give no idea of 
the Christian service rendered by the 
missionaries, or of the wide-reaching in
fluence of the society.

The English Church Missionary Society 
reports that on the Niger tribe after tribe 
are ready to receive teachers. On the 
Delta of the Niger the people by hundreds 
«re throwing away their idols, and the 
cfiurches are thronged every Lord’s day ; 
while the famous old temple at Bonny, 
studded with human skulls, is going to 
ruin.

A decree has been issued exempting 
Chinese converts to Christianity from al^ 
levies for idolatrous worship, processions 
or theatrical performances.

The revisors of the German standard 
translation of the Bible are completing 
their work on the Old Testament and are 
making negotiations for its printing.
. The Methodist Mission at Foochow, in 
China, has purchased a substantial and 
handsome bank building for an Anglo- 
American college. The price was $40,000, 
of which Ahok, a Chinaman, gave $10,000.

Among the Presbyterian churches of 
Chicago a system of visiting has been set 
on foot. On appointed evenings two 
clergymen and two elders from different 
churches visit a certain church, the con
gregation of which has previous notifica
tion. The visiting brethren offer prayers 
-and deliver addresses. The meetings are 
edifying or otherwise, according to the 
men who do the visiting and praying and 
speaking. While the plan is a new thing,

THE FRENCH CROWN JEWELS.

The Crown jewels of France consist in 
part of objects which have no artistic
value, and efr jewels which are classed as 
“ objects of art,” or which have somehb- 
torical associations. The latter comprise 
a collection of foreign orders conferred 
on French sovereign?, and valued at $40^- 
000 ; a watch presented to Louis XIV. by 
the Dey of Algiers, valued at $600 ; the 
diamond brooch made at a time when 
diamonds were first cut, valued at $15,000; 
and a sword with the hilt mounted in dia
monds, and a very fine specimen of French 
jewelry, valued at $50,000. These articles 
are to be retained for the Apollo gallery 
in the Louvre. The celebrated diamond 
known as the “Regent,” which is the 
largest in the world, and which was st 
one time valued at £100,000 to £500,008^ 
is also to be kept, it being doubtful whe
ther it would now fetch more than £25*- 
000 or £30,000. The other diamonds and 
precious stones, which are worth about 
$2,250,000, have no historical value, and 
are to be sold. Most of the jewels were 
reset for the Empress Eugenie, several ét 
them being broken up for a belt of dia
monds which the Empress, much struck 
by an imitation one she had seen worn 
at one of the theatres, determined to have 
made. This diamond belt, though it pro
duced so bad an effect that the Empress 
wore it only once, is alone estimated to 
be worth £35,000.

He Used to be a Boy Himself.—The 
other day a show canne to Little Rock 
and was shamefully imposed upon by 
Uncle Isom. While standing near the 
tent he saw a crowd of low-spirited boys 
grieving on account of financial depr m 
sion.

“ Does yer youngsters wanter go to der 
show ?” he asked.

The boys responded in noisy chorw£ 
“ Well, come on, den, I uster be a chile 
myself, an’ unlike de mos’ of men, 1 
hain’t forgot it. Count dese boys,” he 
added, addressing the doorkeeper. The 
man began counting and by the time the 
boys had passed in Isom was walking 
around, talking to acquaintances from 
the plantations.

“give i

me a

“ Here,” said the showman, 
twenty tickets.”

“ What for ? Does yer think 
lottery agent.”

“ You passed in twenty boys, and I 
want the tickets or the money.”

“ I doan owe yer no tickets, and I doua 
owe yer no money. I didn’t tell you tar 
pass de boys in. I said count ’em. I’ee 
always heard that showmen is good on 
rithmetic, an' I wanted ter satisfy myself. 
Yer say dat dar was twenty boys. I 
doan’ spute your word, case I ain’t no 
mathertician. Sposen I take a lot oh 
boys ter de cashier ob a bank an’ axes 
him fur to count ’em, does dat signify 
dat de cashier is gwine ter pass ’em into 
de money room? No, Sah. Go back to 
yer tent ; I see a crowd goin’ in.”

The showman, remembering that he 
had left the entrance unguarded, turne^ 
and Isom walked away.
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