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London, Oct. -26.— Details of the
fighting at Rietfontein are coming
slowly. A special dispatch from Lady-
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ner, mlifary attache of the United |
Gtates in London, who has been ordered

~ to South Africa to witness the military-

; operations there, has; the Herald says,
sent to Washington this statement of
the present and prospective strength of
the British army: e

Force now in South Africa—Regular
1'2,000§ volunteers, 14,000; .reinforce-.

Total force in South Africa by Dec.
1st, -36,000. :
Reinforcements contemplated — One
complete army corps, divided thus:
" Cavalry, 5534 infantry, 29,253 corps )
troops, including artillery, engineers,

tion, 2
base, 2832. Total, 52,338, - Contingents
from Queensland’ and New -Zealand,
25,000, Grand total, 88,588.

Col. Sumner also sends an estimate of
' said to be based on the
official figures of Commandapt General
Joubert. These total 50,864 men.

A SURGEON’S OFFER.
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smith, - dated October 24th, filed after
the fight, says¢ ¢ . L ’
" ““On discovery the Boers were massed
of the main road to

Dundee. . i :

“‘An attempt was made by & train to
discover the body of Col. Scott Chis-
holm, killed at ~ FElandslaagte. . The
train which was fired upon was obliged
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them. As for the - Britishers, those ‘‘About nine; ;
whom they failed -to kill they would | guns stationed on the-crest of -Matta,
drive into the sea. The commandant wanaskop opened fire with great accu-
wished a decision on the part of Leor- | tacy on the main force, whigh, in the
thodi and the’ other chiefs as soon as
possible, whether they would fight the | failed to explode and the British artill-
Boers or the British, because his contin | €ty silenced opposition.
gent was anxious to help the Boers else “‘The whole . British force then ad-
where. He acknowledged his men were vanced and the action became general,
afraid of the Basutos.’’ — ‘& large body of Boers occupied a
'KICKED TO DEATH. strong position ut Mattawanaskop and

S the precipitous ridges surrovnding it
The Capetown correspondent of the| ‘‘The British

London Daily Mail telegraphed on |tions and the infantry advanced under
Nov. 8th as follows: *‘The whole colo- | cover of the fire. A e
ny is hlled with indignation at the hor. ‘T'he Cloucesters and Devons crossed
rible brutality which the Boefs are prac- | a fearfu, fire beneath Taitanyone hill,
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London, Nov. 20.—In the house of
Commons today, réplying to a question |
as to what arrangements have been made |
to_employ civilian doctors to assist in|
_the care of the wounded-in South Afri-

¢a. Mr. Wyndham said he was glad to‘
take the opportunity of announcing that
.Sit Win. McCormack, the distinguished
College of Sur-|
intimated his readiness to|
accompany Gederal Sir Redvers Buller’s

_jty.at the disposal ob-the army medical’
authorities. Mr. Wyndham added:
‘‘We have not hesitated to accept this
patriotic offer.”’
O'BRIEN EXPELLED:. .
London, Nov. 20.—In the house of
commons this afternoon while members
were discussing the report on supple-
mentary estimates, Mr. Patrick O’Brien,
member for Kilkenny City declared that
the hands of the British secretary of

were as much stained with blood as|
those of any murderer who evel mount-|
ed the-scaftold. : ' 2

The speaker called upon Mr. O'Brien
to withdraw his remark, whiereapon the
house by a vote of 316 to 26 resolved to
suspend him, and he left the house re-
marking: . ‘*You had begtter bring up
another army corps, unless you want it
somewhere else.”” - 7 2

The house men“ar}journeﬂ.

: . THE- BASUTOS.
London, Nov.- 20. —A .cable dispatch
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first.class and a separate yan was pro- | ed tb another ~ridge, whence they were
vided for two wounded . officers. An disiodged by the volunteeers in the face
enormous crowd assembled at the station | of a gallant fire. 5 :
here to witness their arrival, but there| “‘The Boers soon reformed and took
was no demonstration. When they jup a position on another ridge; but the
alighted the  prisoners were received 1 volunteers dashed across the interven-
with funeral silence on the part of the | ing plateau, - again rushed the Boer
crowd. The greatest order and decorum | position and drove them back to the
prevailed while the were traversiug the | main force, occu ying Mattawanaskop.
streets. ~The wounded were taken to.the ! “‘“The British then shelled the Jatter
hospital, while the other officers and | until clusters of Baers were seen leaving
men- were  marched. to the race course, |and retiring westwird, when the en-
escorted by mounted burghers, and were | gagement closed.’” ¥
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to the colonial  office from the British
high commissioner in South-africa, Sir
Alfted Milvper, communicates a signfi-
cant dispatch from Sir Godfrey Lagden
British resident commissivner in Basuto
land, calling attention to the reckless-
ness of the Basutos, whom. he said he
had been trying to calm,  The resident
commissioner adds: .
“‘Our policy, however, has been made
difficult by the blustering of the Boers,
who have frequently threatened to attack
Masuru' and other stations. These
threats, combined with intriguing, have
' contributed to cause excitement amon
the natives. I wish ‘to place on recor
_that the Boers have unwisely attempted
Hasty %
and frustrate our . efforts towards tran
The  Boers, therefore, are. re-
sponsihle. for any commotion & forithe
alarm regarding native iny _which
now.prevails.”” .
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