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dscdver any women, especally young 
and pretty women, in the case. The 
cosmopolite would say that the inci­
dent Is more characteristically Paris­
ian than St. Peterburgish. But these 
are troublous times 1Â the Russian cap­
ital, and great care must be exercised 
not to augment the popular disquiet 
and nerovusness by introducing int>
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dlngly; the 
and bonds 
of the boa 
delay."

province is essentially a mining prov­
ince, aùâ it is only right that a man 
elected to the house of Commons or
appointed to the senate from this sec­
tion should be given an unquestionable 
preference over other provinces. Brit­
ish Columbia has ever been niggardly 
treated in the matter of federal port­
folios, but the present administration 
can go a long way towards making up 
for past neglect by creating a port­
folio of mines and appointing a Brit­
ish Columbia representative in parlia­
ment to administer its affaira 

The only question, so far as we can 
see, is what type of man Is best suit­
ed to fill the office. Shall it be a man 
who places party politics before every­
thing else, or shall it be a man who is 
largely interested in the upbuilding of 
Canada's mineral industry and who 
will bring honor and weight and pres­
tige to the government? Shall it be 
a man of ward-heeling temperament 
or one who commands respect east and 
west? The Miner represents the un­
animous voice of the mineral industry 
when it unhesitatingly declares for the 
latter in both instances. If Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier wishes to gain political kudos 
and at the same time do hie country 
a genuine service he will look care­
fully into this question and act with 
discretion and promptness.

neither ot them, it Is eafe to eny. will 
t, ee ter ae they THE COVETED 

OIL LANDS
will meftn dear-chamberlain’s ___ 

er bread. The amount of tax which 
Mr. Chamberlain proposes to levy on 
wheat is five cents per bushel, which 
would be remitted on all wheat enter­
ing the United Kingdom from the col­
onies. ^Within the last month, however, 
as a result of the Russo-Japanese war, 
wheat has jumped up about fourteen 
cents a bushel. War has already gone 
far beyond Mr. Chamberlain In the 
Imposition of a tax upon the bread of 
the Bnglish people. Although yester­
day it momentarily dropped back four 
cents a bushel, wheat has been four­
teen cents a bushel higher than what 
It was prior to the outbreak of hostil­
ities in the Orient >

Japan asserts that her own propos-Rossland Weekly Miner. "Instead ot falling asleep In a corner
als were ‘‘unselfish" and ‘In the inter- allow tor a 

are ooo«eB»a, the wretched display ot 
'partisanship and class distinction that

"of this miserable hovel, unmourned, 
“save by a few relatives, he has fallen 
"on the field of honor and received 
“the encomiums of a multitude*of his 
“superiors. Hence his mother and I 
"cannot look upon this as a mournful 
"occasion. We rejoice that our son 
"has been loyal to Japan, even to the 
“point ot shedding his blood in defence 
"of her honor."

There is a stately ring In the story 
of the death of Major-General Otera, 
who was killed at Wei-Hai-Wei. Word 
was sent to his family that he had 
“died a glorious death.” His aged 
mother “remarked that her son had 
"fallen In the discharge of nls duty, 
"and she regretted that he was not 
"permitted to live longer, and be of 
"more service to his sovereign." Honor 
to the fallen came from comrades ps 
well as from friends at home. Machida 
and Take-no-Uchi, junior cavalry of­
ficers, persistently scouted along the 
Tai-dong river, gained valuable In­
formation and finally were killed. A 
month later the army passed by the 
place where their party had been over­
whelmed. Tablets were erected to the 
memory of the seven men who had 
been slain, and the soldiers presented 

And the historians dwell '.ov- 
Mistress

set dt a firm and lasting peace in the 
east.” When these proposals had been 
rejected and Russia had evidenced her 
desire for war, despite her assurances 
to the contrary, Japan withdrew her 
legation and diplomatic relations 
ceased between the two nations. The 
term 'Independent action," employed 
in Japan's final statement to Russia, 
meant according to Japanese inter­
pretation, the waging of war. It Rus­
sia didn't understand It that way, it 
was her own fault; that was what Ja­
pan meant

Japan also finds numerous precedents 
In Russian history for her action an* 
cites one case in which Russia began 
war against Finland before the sever­
ance of diplomatic relations. The 
note presents Japan’s case In a fashion 
that will delight attorneys who prac­
tice in some British Columbia courts. 
It is a clever argument but it evades 
the point It distinctly does aot state 
why it would not have been as con­
venient for Japan to have made her 
declaration of war February 7, before 
attacking the Russian fleet as to have 
waited till February 10, two days af­
ter the attack was made.

Os

has characterised the practice of the 
board during the last twelve months. 
The hoard Is to be congratulated upon 
Its retention of the valuable services 
of Mr. Mackenzie as secretary. The
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new year 
trade opens auspiciously, and there 
is every reason to hope that it will 
enjoy the hearty support of the entire PREMIER McBRIDE ANT) THE P. 

M. A.
community.THE SUBSCRIPTION PRICE of 

the WEiüALÏ RoSSLiAND MINER 
for sill pom ta in tne United States and 
Canada is Two and One-Halt Dollars 

One Dollar and Fifty Cents

Figures of Canada’s Min­
eral Products in the, 

Past Year.

It is becoming more and more appar­
ent that Premier McBride and his 
ministerial colleagues are unfriendly to 
the Provincial Mining Association. The 
present .government has persistently 
refused to accept from the association 
many sound suggestions with regard 
to the introduction of remedial legis­
lation for the correction of unfair and 
inimical conditions, and has never lost 
an opportunity to give the association 
the cold shoulder. The government’s 
retention of the two per cent tax, in 
spite of urgent and repeated represen­
tations to the contrary, is a striking 
instance of McBride’s attitude, and the 
studied refusal of all members of the 
cabinet to go near the association at 
its recent convention at Victoria Si 
sufficient proof of how the present ad­
ministration seizes upon the first op­
portunity it has had to give the snub 
direct

It seems that as soon as the scores 
of delegates of the Provincial Mining 
Association were ready to open their 
second annual convention at the cap­
ital the other day, McBride sneaked 
out of town. He deliberately left the 
multifarious public duties that he is 
supposed to attend to and hid himself 
in Swttle till the convention had ad­
journed. The business of the conven­
tion terminated on a Saturday, and on 
the following Sunday, the Colonist was 
so impressed with the good work done 
that it had a leading editorial, which 
expressed open admiration for the as­
sociation and its actions. The next 
day. Monday, McBride hied him back 
from Seattle and evidently lost no tkne 
In reading the riot act to his organ, 
with the result that the Colonist took 
occasion the very next day to retract 
all that it had said on the subject in 
its Sqii^Lay issue, and in addition re­
commended & policy of continued in­
action on the part of the government.

This has had the effect of thoroughly 
disgusting the executive of the associa­
tion, whose views seem to be very ad­
mirably expressed In the (following 
communication fretn Mr. A. C. Galt, 
which was addressed to the editor of 
the Colonist:

The Little Englanders who protested 
that the English people would be starv­
ed and ruined by a tariff of five cents 
a bushel on wheat are now forced to 
dwell 4n a land which has been sud­
denly impoverished by a war tax of 
fourteen cent» a bushel.

It may be argued that wheat - would 
be still higher in England but for free 
trade. There is room for doubt on 
this point England has to stand an 
actual increase of fourteen centa per 
bushel without the compensating ad­
vantage of an enlarged market any­
where. England could surely stand 
an artificial increase of five cents per 
bushel in return for the enlarged mar­
kets that the Joseph Chamberlain pol­
icy would open in the countries that 
now deny fair trade to Britain.

ORE TREATMENT.
» year or 
ofr six rnontns or all other countries 
Three and one--Half Dollars a yea 
invariably in advance.

The history of ore treatment, as In­
teresting as it is valuable to those 
engaged in the winning of metals 
from their natural repositories, ts re­
plete with the trials end troubles of 
Inventors, marked by the failures and 
successes that attended the evolution

OTTAWA, March 3—It is under­
stood that the Dominion government 
has decided not to interfere with the 
bill passed by the legislature of Brit­
ish Columbia two sessions ago, deal­
ing with certain blocks of land In 
Southeast Kootenay which were to be 
given to the C. P. R. as a subsidy 
belonging to the Columbia ft Western 
and were afterwards refused by the 
government. The bill which the leg­
islature passed endorsed the action of 
the government in withholding the 
land from the C. P. R. Of course the 
subject is not one in which the Do­
minion is concerned.
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ble of attainment giving really but a 
faint impression of the attention, 
study and work of men technically 
educated and those who have Tacked 
scientific training, yet to whose natural 
talent. Ingenuity and great energy, 
nevertheless, is due in a wide measure 
the present development of the several 
standard methods employed In the 
metallurgical field.

From the days ef BartoUme de Me­
dina, to whom may be directly traced 
the successful handling ef Mexican 
ores on a commercial basis, to the 
present time we have splendid ex­
amples of the solution ot intricacies, 
representing profound thought and 
application in the presence ef diffi­
culties Incident to warfare, times ot
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«■hecriptlons invariably in advenes.
ingly on the "fine death’’
Quickly styled it—of Major Hanaoka, 
who fell gloriously at Port Arthur,

- 1W 
M SW THE JAPANESE SPIRIT.

In war the moral outweighs the ma­
terial as three to one; so said Napo­
leon, who was not in danger of laying 
too much stress on the spiritual side 
of life. The important thing Is not 
the weapons with which men fight, or 
their numbers, but the spirit which 
moves them. The present war presents 
an extraordinary contrast between the 
two nationalities which face each 
other. The Russian character we 
know fairly well. It displays stub­
born and enduring bravery, remark­
able and exemplary patience, a stolid 
self-possession, a rather dog-like fidel­
ity and loyalty. Its weak point ie lack 
of fire and resourcefulness. A certain 
enterprise, of an Intellectual rather 
than an emotional nature, sometimes 
shows itself, but In general the Rus­
sians have been sluggish in war, and 
not able to adapt themselves quickly 
to new conditions. To these charac­
teristics the Japanese offer a pro­
foundly interesting comparison. Their 
fierce yet calculated impetuosity al­
ready haa been shown to the world. 
They have other military peculiarities 
which have not yet asserted themsel­
ves, but which may be illustrated from 
the war of 1894-96.

Dauntless courage and self-devotion 
are the virtues of good soldiers of all 
races and all periods. The Japanese 
least of all would desire to represent 
the exceptionally fortunate torpedo 
officers, who not only got into Port 
Arthur, but actually got out unscath­
ed, as brave above other men. British 
torpedo officers, and doubtless those 
of other navies, deliberately look upon 
boat raids into harbors as forlorn 
hopes, from which no man really ex­
pects to return. The beet they hope 
for is to get in, destroy a ship or two, 
and swim ashore and surrender when 
their boat is destroyed. To drown be­
side a wrecked battleship of the enemy 
would be a high success. To adopt in 
cold blood a branch of the profession 
which holds out such grim prizes is In 
itself a species of heroism. The Jap­
anese officers share in this common 
self-devotion. They share fully, as is 
proved by their dogged work at Wei- 
Hai-Wei In February, 1896. Some men 
were scalded to death, some were 
frozen to death, in unsuccessful at­
tacks; yet they tried again. Admiral 
Ito gave the order with a heavy heart. 
Commander Mochihara, the chief of 
"the flotilla,” to quote a popular his­
tory of the war, "told his men that 
"there was hardly any chance of es- 
"caping, and death was almost cer- 
"tain; it was better to remove all un­
necessary articles, a hand-lamp being 
"suffleent, no signals except port and 
"starboard being required for such a 
"desperate enterprise. ‘Our boats and 
" ’our bodies are the enemy’s.’ He sc- 
“cordingly sent away all the naval re- 
"cords, signal sheets and written or- 
"ders. But there was not the slight- 
"est trepidation; all the men were 
"overjoyed at the dangerous duty on 
"which they were detached.”

The really significant characteristic 
of the Japanese, however, is not this 
high courage. It is rather the sym­
pathetic backing which it receives from 
the entire people. Beside the soldier 
or sailor are comrades who applaud 
hie valor; behind him is a nation 
which follows him with passionate in­
terest. The narrative to which refer­
ence has been made is filled with por­
traits by Japanese artiste of men who 
did well in the war, the private who 
laid down his life to blow in a gate, 
the torpedo officer who dashed into 
the dark harbor, the sub-lieutenant 
who was killed in a hazardous piece 
of scouting, the cavalry soldier, who, 
mortally wounded himself, put his 
wounded captain on his own horse and 
took him out of danger. We may 
guess that Japanese artists are now 
at work on the features of Takanou- 
chi, the commander of the Hayatori, 
and Ishikawa, commander of the Asar- 
giri, and that soon every coolie in the 
empire will know their faces and will 
revere them. We read today of Red 
Cross funds being raised by the Ja­
panese. In 1894 the poor stinted ^hem- 
selves to contribute their mite for the 
good of the soldiers at the front.

This sympathy rose to heroism on 
occasion. At the first fight in Korea 
a bugler died gallantly, blowing the 
calls after he was mortally wounded.

wraÇsuggested that presents i>e 
givebto the family of this lad, who 
became one of the popular heroes of 
the war. The bereaved father ans­
wered: "It is the lot of all men to 
"die. My son had to die some time.

whose dying words were- exemplary, 
and whose brother officers mourned 
that he had not been spared to see 
Pekin—the goal of Japanese ambition.

The point of honor is pushed to what 
seems to us an excessive point. In the 
early Korean campaign an advanced 
guard got into difficulties through 
transport troubles, the Korean coolies 
having bolted. The commander was 
so chagrined that he committed sui­
cide. In the Port Arthur fighting the 
captain of one of the companies df- 
tailed to capture a certain fort had 
been suffering from dysentery. On (he 
day ot the assault he dragged himself 
to the field. He broke down, however, 
within a hundred yards of the tort, 
and was forced to lie down while his 
men rushed on. He could not forgive 
himself for this. A week after the 
battle he escaped from the hospital, 
went to the spot where he had suc­
cumbed and killed himself with his 
sword. He gave his reason In a letter 
which he wrote: "It was here that 
•'disease compelled me to halt and suf-

BUY A HOME.

The Miner would draw special at­
tention to an article In another col­
umn of thi« issue which shows the ex­
traordinary opportunities that exist in 
Rossland today to acquire real estate 
at one’s own figure. It would pay any 
permanent resident of the camp to buy 
a home now, If he has not one already. 
The future of Roealand ie assured De­
pend all question. This city is destin­
ed to double its population in the near 
future. There are many men who have 
been working here steadily for several 
years who have spent enough money 
ia rent to pay for a well situated lot 
and a comfortable house. Those who 
buy now will not only cease paying 
rent, but make an investment which 
will double in value in the next 24 
months. *

TORONTO, March 1.—Members of 
the Canadian Mining Institute, in ses­
sion here, have been presented with 
an advance copy of the summary of 
the mineral output for Canada last 
year, prepared by E. Dingwall, of the 
geological survey. The total metallic 
production is placed at $38,707,403; 
structural material and clay products, 
$8,017,045; all other non-metallic 
ducts, $21,202,062; estimated value of 
products not returned, $300,000; grand, 
total for 1903, $63,226,510, as cempared 
with $63,885,999 in 1902.
Rossland ore by E. B. Kirby, man­
ager of the War Eagle and Centre 
Star mines, shows that the production 
of the district up to January, 1904, was 
1,620,540 tons, worth $26,000,000.

TORONTO, March 3.—Hotti L. P. 
Brodeur addressed the Empire Club at 
its noonday luncheon on the loyalty 
of French Canadians to the empire. 
"French Canadians,” he said, "prize 
too highly the advantages they enjiy 
under the safeguard of the British 
constitution to exchange their position 
for any one that the accidents of the 
future might create. The French Can­
adian knows too well that independ­
ence would be for the present a mere 
Utopia, in which would be lost the 
safeguards existing as they have been 
established for his interests, his laws 
and his language; he knows a national 
alliance with any country would mean 
the forfeiture of the same privileges.’’

CAN SMOKING BE DEFENDED?

And now the cigarette habit among 
women, with many ardent defenders, 
claims the attention of those good 
women whose time and energies have 
been largely devoted to the correction 
of evils peculiar to the sex that 
votes, the moral Integrity of the uni­
verse being assailed from an entirely 
unlooked for quarter.

Bridge whist, the coupon system, 
and the belief that tobacco Is a food 
thing for frazzled nerves, are jointly 
and severally responsible for the rap­
idly increasing consumption of cigar­
ettes by women.

Bridge whist and the coupon system 
can be settled with, but if the smok­
ing of cigarettes operates as a jaw- 
sedative, as claimed, fathers, broth­
ers and husbands will rally to the sup­
port of the "coffin nails,” and v> ill 
be upheld by the opinion of the Eng­
lish medical profession, which approves 
of the use ot tobacco, on the ground 
that It Is not only harmless hut that 
it serves to counteract some ot the 
tendencies of the high pressure of 
modem lifel

The tendency of women to verbosity 
has ever been an asset of the joke- 
smiths, and If the smoking habit op­
erates—as It necessarily must 
check to garrulity, at least one argu­
ment, if none other, can be advanced 
in defense of the weed so earnestly and 
pathetically condemned by 
friend, Mr. Bickerdyke ot Montreal.

GREAT POSSIBILITIES.

„ With the development of Its mineral 
and timber resources British Columbia 
is gradually building up an exception­
ally profitable market for its agricul­
tural, fruit and stock districts. There great hardship and eves bigoted oppo­

sition, which have led im successive 
steps to the upbuilding ef an Industry 
which has partaken of the character 
of a science, furnishing a safe, guid­
ing . hand for future practice that 
should be seen, meriting at all times, 
from many points of view, the appre­
ciation ot this generation ot those en­
gaged In supplying the world’s needs 
in all the metals. With the recorded 
knowledge ot later years and the evi­
dence ot results ef centuries preced­
ing, together with the wisdom obtain­
able from experience and observation 
in and ot metallurgical operations 

being conducted, along lines that

A paper on
is a deep-rooted and erroneous im­
pression among those not fully Inform­
ed about the agricultural possibilities 

>of this province that British Columbia 
contains little or no land suitable for 
husbandry. As a matter of fact the 
numerous valleys that Int insect our 
“eea of mountains” are of surpassing 
fertility and capable of producing 
lavish and certain crops ot every 
vegetable product of the temperate 
zone. From the Pacific coast to the 
eastern boundaries of the province 
there ie an alternation of wet and dry 
belts. For instance, there is a heavy 
precipitation of moisture in the Coast 
districts. West Kootenay and the 
Rockies, but in Southern Yale, South­
ern Cariboo and East Kootenay, 
through which run thermal lines from 
twenty-five to 100 miles wide, are 
produced semi-arid conditions and a 
climate of marked salubrity. In the 

a a wet belts the agricultural areas are 
found originally with heavy growths of 
timber and underbrush, hut in the dry 
belts the lands are covered only with 

our old widely scattered pine trees and alux- 
uriant bunch grass.

There are only limited areas of vir­
gin land In British Columbia ready 
for the plow. In the wet belts it is 
necessary to first remove the heavy 
growth of timber and underbrush, 
while in the other districts irrigation 
works are essential. But once these 
obstacles are removed, the land is 
easily worth from $100 to $500 per acre, 
and the farmer and fruit grower can 
raise here more to a given area and 
get a better price for his crop than 
elsewhere in Canada.

The timbered valleys only require 
the enterprise and energy of the indi­
vidual settler. The irrigable districts 
require considerable capital for the 
construction of artificial watercourses, 
but they present a magnificent oppor­
tunity for investment. An outlay of 
a few dollars per acre for the pur­
chase of what Is now waste land, 
coupled with an expenditure of another 

a specially appointed minister at its $16 or $20 per acre, according to the 
head. The departments of agriculture extent of the undertaking, would cre­

ate an estate easily worth several 
hundred dollars per acre. This cut up 
Into small holdings could be disposed 

federation, but the mineral Industry of without the slighteat difficulty, 
has hitherto been denied equal ree- There are already several instances of 
ognition. Of course the days of con- this in the Kamloops and Okanagan

districts.
The Miner is ever desirous of Greet­

ing the attention of capital to the op­
to be of just as much importance as portunitles that exist for profitable in- 
the fisheries, it should be given equal vestment in this province, but never,

McBRIDE CORNERED.

According to The Miner's Ottawa 
dispatches this morning the Dominion 
government has no intention of dis­
allowing Bill 16, which was passed by 
the legislature last year In order to 
elear up all doubts as to the title of 
the province to blocks 4593 and 4694 In 
Southeast Kootenay. No one expected 
that the Dominion government would 
disallow this legislation, but Premier 
McBride took advantage of the for­
mal statutory period of one year, in 
the hope that before the year elapsed 
he would succeed in juggling the peo­
ple out of their rights to this laanl and 
at the same time restore it to the C. 
P. R. If McBride had been willing to 
grant the rights of the applicants for 
eoal and petroleum licensee In the 
Flathead country, he need not have 
waited longer than to ask Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier by telegraph if the Dominion 
government intended to disallow Bill 
16. It Is not to be expected that Sir 
Wilfrid would straighten out the pro­
vincial government’s horrible tangle 
without solicitation; but now that he 
sees that McBride is doing the Flat- 
head prospectors a cruel injustice by 
unnecessary and vicious delays, he has 
generously stepped into the breach and 
intimated that the common people 
shall be fully protected* In this in­
stance against McBride and the rail­
way company.

There is considerable significance to 
this move on the part of the Liberal 
government at Ottawa. In the first 
place It shows that Sir Wilfrid Laur­
ier, while not disposed to meddle um- 
warrantably with provincial affaire, 
is too much Imbued with the spirit of 
honesty and Justice to stand idly by 
and see not only hundreds of people 
kept out of their rights, but the de­
velopment of this* portion of the Do­
minion* wantonly retarded. In the next 
place it places Premier McBride in an 
extremely awkward predicament. Con­
trolled by the railway company, he 
dare not recede from the position he 
has taken with regard to the full •sta­
tutory period of one year; on the 
other hand, he will lose much support 
if he waits until May to Issue licenses 
that might Just as well be issued now.

By his recently expressed attitude on 
this important question Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier has undoubtedly gained many 
friends in British Columbia, and it 
should be remembered by all hide­
bound Conservatives that he gains 
this advantage at the expense of Mc­
Bride’s government.

“fer my men to attack the fort with­
out me. Never can I wipe out the 

while I live. To vindicate now
are yielding good result», ends are 
possible that will be es gratifying as 
astonishing if only proper encourage­
ment be accorded that army of men 
whose indomitable pereeverenee te di­
rected for the battement st condi­
tions attaching to the reduction ot

"disgrace
“my honor I die here, ani leave this 
"letter to speak for me.” Better a rash 
death than an ignoble life; a point of 
view which breeds good soldiers.

It is this romantic blending ot self- 
sacrifice, honor and patriotism, with 
fiery and reckless courage, which con­
stitutes the special peculiarity and 
charm of the Japanese military char- 

Such men are hard to beat. It

IT MIG
CAPITALIS’

MONTREAL, March $.—Nomina­
tions took place today in Berthter, 
Masklnonge, Portneuf and Shefford to 
fill vacancies In the Quebec legisla­
ture. There are straight party con­
trats In all save Shefford, where three 
Liberals are running.

SIDE <
Sir,—Your editorial on Sunday last 

was to the effect that "a perfect 
understanding" had been reached be­
tween the Provincial Mining Associa­
tion and the government, and if it 
meant anything it meant that the gov­
ernment, of which your journal is sup­
posed to be the mouthpiece, had at 
length decided to consider and carry 
out the numerous reforms recommend­
ed by the association for bettering the 
present condition of the mining lnduS- 
jtry. Your editorial of today reads 
like a complete disclaimer of any such 
decision, and recommends a policy of 
continued inaction. Which of these 
contradictory attitudes are we to ac­
cept as the true intention of the gov­
ernment?

Do you suppose that the men who 
are laboring for an improvement of the 
conditions and for relief from the bur­
dens that are strangling the mining 
industry are likely to be hood­
winked into * inaction by 
statement that a perfect nn- 
destanding has been reached with the 
governn^nt, if the latter intend to 
continue their apathy Indefinitely? X
Ton conclude your editorial today with 
the following words: "The conserva­
tive and cautious manner in which 
the Imperial government and Its rep­
resentatives In South Africa have dealt 
with the mining legislation there, Is 
an example deserving of attention from 
our legislators. And it Is worthy of 
note that the last two sessions have 
shown that they realize that inaction 
Is sometimes the best poQicy.” What 
are we to understand by this?

Speaking for myself, and as a life­
long Conservative, I can assure yon 
that if this represents the policy of the 
present government it is idle to talk 
about "a perfect understanding," or 
any understanding between them and 
the Provincial Mining Association. It 
will be time enough to adopt Inaction 
for a few years after the existing 
grievances have been remedied. The 
prosperity of the mining industry 
means the prosperity of the province, 
and the depression of that industry 
means the continued depression of ev­
ery other industry in 
How much longer, Mr. Editor, is It 
going to take you and the government 
to realize this palpable fact?

metals from their ores.

THOSE ST. PETERSBURG GIRLS. HOW REAiacter.
will be a spectacle of stem but fascin­
ating interest to see this flaming zea*., 
governed by cool and wary calculation, 
thrown against the stubborn and stolid 
Immobility of the Russian. Feudal de­
votion and smokeless powder—such are

POLICYThe girls of St Petersburg are agi­
tated by emotion» essentially differ5 at 
from those experienced by the boys of 
Boston who. In 1776, appealed to Gen­
eral Gage to stop destroying their 
snow-slides. "Have your fathers been 
teaching you rebellion, and eent you 
here to exhibit it?" demanded the Brit­
ish general. "Nobody sent us here,” 
replied the boys, "We have never in­
jured or insulted your troops, but they 
have been spoiling our snow-slides so 
that we cannot use them any more." 
The general ordered the damage re­
paired, remarking that it was impos­
sible to beat the notion ef liberty out 
of people who had it planted In them 
from childhood.

Nobody has been destroying the to­
boggan slides of the girl students of 
St. Petersburg. Nobody has been at­
tempting to deprive them of any such 
sacred and inalienable rights and priv­
ileges as gun chewing, pickle eating, 
glove betting and the pursuit of hap­
piness derivable from handkerchief 
flirtations. But a number of them, one 
hundred and sixty-seven to be exact, 
are aggrieved because they were rot 
invited to a maas meeting of their fel­
low girls, called to prepare an address 
of loyalty to the throne. Why the one 
hundred and sixty-seven were left out 
of it does not appear in the dispatches. 
But they resented the cold shoulder 
their sisters had turned them. They 
were sore with a great soreness, which 
would not heal. They talked of var­
ious ways and means of getting even 
with the other girS They held a 
meeting of their own, protesting ag­
ainst the address of loyalty on the 
ground that It did not emanate from 
the entire girl student body of the un­
iversity. Some of thega went so far 
as to propose sending a m 
congratulation to the mikado, presum­
ably remarking with Patrick Henry, 
“If this be treason, make the most ot 
It." This ultra-radical element, how­
ever, was checked by the older and 
wiser girls.

But it was impossible to prevent the 
brothers and lovers of the one hun­
dred and sixty-seven injured and dis­
tressed young ladies from butting in. 
thereby provoking the brothers and 
lovers of the eight hundred other girls 

The result of the annual meeting of who did prepare the address, to deeds 
the Rossland board of trade last of violence and wrath. An earnest 
night was both significant and satis­
factory. It shows that the members 
of the board, anxious to promote the 
welfare of the community, have be­
come tired of the innocuous desuetude 
and political partisanship under which 
A. H. MacNeill, the last president, 
had placed it. Under the public-spirit - 
edness of Messrs. Fraser and Jenkins, 
the Rossland board of trade will grow 
to undoubted popularity and commen­
surate strength. Neither of these two 
gentlemen represents anything but its inflammability Is easily and tre- 
what is broad and Just and good, and mendously increased if it chances to

MONTREAL, March It Is stated 
here on good authority that William 
Mitchell, of Desmondville, is to be 
called to the senate in the place of the 
late Senator Cochrane.A FEDERAL MINISTER OF MINES. Intelligence | 
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NEWS OFthe elements of the war.
It is time that the mineral industry 

of Canada received greater consider­
ation at the hands of the Ottawa gov­
ernment. It is neither fair to the over­
worked minister of the interior nor to 
tha country that the department of 
the* Interior, as constituted at present, 
should be unnecessarily charged with 
the cares and duties of that part of 
our federal affairs, 
dustry of this country has outgrown 
Its swaddling clothes and ccene to early 

It Is time that it entered

WAR AND COPPER.

THE COASTThe anticipation of continued hos­
tilities in the far east, and the proba­
bility that several of the leading pow­
er* will take i 
the strengthen! 
equipment eugg 
tar copper the world over and a cor­
responding increase in price.

The followers of Mare are liberal 
eon sum era of copper, and have been 
from time immemorial, 
brass cannon has been relegated to the 
pride of the past, and the red metal 
supplanted to a certain degree for or- 
nance, yet today more copper Is used 
for munitions of war than ever before.

Thousands of tons of copper are con­
sumed annually in the manufacture of 
brass and copper cartridge cases used 
on machine guns and small aims, 
while hundreds of tons are required 
annually merely to supply brass but­
tons for the uniforms of the armies 
and navies of the world. Brass is 
used invariably in fittings, - -ckles, 
tanteeas, cups, etc., extending rs con­
sumption over several departme its of 
army and navy equipment.

The sheathing of ships with copper 
plate has been renewed to the extent 
of adding a market of thousands of 
tone annually. Copper is also in de­
mand for brass oil cups, used on every 
modern engine; for brass and copper 
tubing, used almost exclusively in ma­
rine condensing; for gun metal, bronze, 
aad a thousand other necessary ippri- 
ancra in the building of war ships, tl.e 
manufacture of munitions of war mid 
the maintenance of armies and fleets.

Actual warfare, carried on to he 
extent anticipated in the " Russian-Jap­
anese conflict, will create a firm de­
mand for the red metal by these two 
powers, while the possibility of other 
nations adding to the armaments 
lends strength to the copper situation. 
It is too early at this time to foretell 
the extent of this increase in the de­
mand for copper, but it seems alnDst 
certain that the several powers will 
soon be forced to prepare for emerg­
encies which may arise from this great 
conflict, in which case copper will not 
be a poor commodity.

ediate steps toward Lee Mong Kow, the customs inter­
preter, who, with 29 of his country­
men, was refused admittance to the 
Victoria theatre on Saturday after­
noon, has placed the matter ^in the 
hands of his solicitor, W. Moresby, 
and says that action against the the­
atre management would ensue.

j of land and sea 
ft a lively demand

The mineral in-

While the
Private advices received from Wil­

liam Clarke, the well known mining 
of White Horse, contain Informa-

man hood.
into its own housekeeping and regu-

tion of a new strike recently made at 
the Bullion gold fields. They state 
that big pay has been struck on No. 
23 below, on Bullion. A Seattle party 
is on the scene buying Bullion daims 
from discovery anywhere to 60 below. 
The latest news from No. 12 below, 
on Bullion, the writer says, is that $8 

has been obtained.

la ted its own affairs through the me­
dium of an organized department with

and .fisheries have had their respective 
ministers and departments since con-

per pan

After a recent gambling raid in 
Chinaman named LeeVancouver, a 

went to the police station and stated in 
the hearing of several officers that 
the raid would have been much more 
successful if Sergeant Fulton had not 
telephoned beforehand and "tipped 
off” the fact that the police were com­
ing. The Chinaman repeated the 
statement and signed his name to it. 
Sergeant Fulton immediately had him 
arrested for libel and says he intends 
to press the case to the limit. He de­
clares absolutely that the charge is 
false, and that so far as he is aware 
no warning was given to the house 
before the raid came off.

federation knew no mineral industry; 
but now that that industry has grown

rank In the Dominion cabinet. Stalls- ln our opinion, have we referred to
anything that offers greater induce­
ments and more certain profit than

tics show that he product of oar mines. the province.
in (toe way or another, is today worth 
as much as our fisheries. Its growth Tale. And therein also lies the

the Irrigation possibilities of South

A. C. GALTIn the last decade has been phenon- perity of British Columbia. With our 
enal, and yet it can be said truthfully valleys thickly settled with industri­

ous and thrifty husbandmen, the pro-

March 1st, 1904.
There does not appear to be any pro* 

babllity that the Provincial Mining As­
sociation WH enter the field of party 
polities because of the deliberate un­
friendliness of thJe McBride govern­
ment, bnt it is only reasonable to ex­
pect that a large majority of its mem­
bers will take the first opportunity to 
vote and work for the defeat of an ad­
ministration which not only refuses to 
listen to any recommendation for the 
correction of grievous abuses, buf 
which will do nothing to assist in the 
upbuilding of the province and the ad­
vancement of general prosperity.

ge of
that It has given only a bare indica­
tion of what may be reasonably ex­
pected of it in the near future. Ulti- enormously Increased, trade would

The prospects of the new anthracite 
mine at Comox have drawn public at­
tention away from other colliery dis­
tricts in Vancouver Island. In Nan­
aimo the machinery of the new pit- 
head at Departure Bay, where the 
Vfratem Fuel company Is developing 
a new mine, is daily expected to ar­
rive, and in a very short time now the 
property should be shipping coal. Re­
markable success has recently attend­
ed exploitation at Extension. No. 2 
and No. 3 mine levels have been push­
ed Into a field hitherto untouched, 
with the result that a day or two ago 
the men found themselves In coal 
ranging from ten or twelve to fifteen 
feet in thickness. Both at Comox and 
Extension, therefore, Mr. Dunsmulr 
is operating his properties with grati­
fying results. »

The board of horticulture Is sending 
out a circular letter touching upon the 
changes in the statutes by which licen­
ses to sell nursery stock will have to 
be taken out. The circular reads as 
follows:
raid necessary to have all doubts as 
to the time when the Horticultural 
Board Amendment Act of 1904 be re­
moved, be It therefore resolved that 
Ml persons and firms engaged In the 
sale and distribution of nursery stock, 
trees and plants In this province be 
furnished with copies of said act and 
notified by circular letter that the 
provisions of said act will be strictly 
enforced, and thit said parties be re-

vince would gain immeasurable bene­
fits. Our taxable wealth would be

mately, and in the near future too, it pand to unprecedented eund unexpected 
Is eafe to say, the mineral industry proportions, and an addition would 
will be developed to a point where it 
will rank equally with, if not super­
ior, to that of agriculture. And when

JAPAN’S REPLY. be made to our population of an ele­
ment that would be an estimable ad­
vantage to the body politic.Direct and to the point are Japan’s 

counter-charges against Russia In the 
utterance of the mikado’s government. 
This official statement is issued in re­
ply to the repeated charges made by 
Russia that Japan *had violated all 
the ethics and etiquette of war ln 
opening fire upon the Russian fleet ln 
Port Arthur harbor, without having 
first made a declaration of war.

Japan’s reply reviews at length the 
diplomatic negotiations between her­
self and Russia prior to the begin­
ning of hostilities. The allegation is 
made and supported by tacts 
Russia would not meet the proposals 
of Japan in a reasonable spirit; that 
she only sought for del 1 '; that she Im­
proved the opportunity afforded to 
materially add to her military strength 
in the east; that she persistently vio­
lated all previous agreements and 
that, while asserting that she desired 
peace, she made the most strenuous 
preparations for war.

we stop to consider what the vast 
stretches of the Northwest afford in 
the way of agriculture, the possibil­
ities of our mines will be great indeed 
if they can be made to equal it.

There must be no mincing of mat­
ters in this connection. Canada must 
have a minister of mines without un­
necessary delay. The various boards 
of trade throughout British Colixnbia 
have declared for it, dozens of Liberal 
organizations have recommended it, 
and the Provincial Mining Association, 
at its annual convention the other day, 
passed a strong resolution to that ef­
fect

In the consideration of this import­
ant question British Columbia 1 as

THE BOARD OF TRADE. HAND.
POSSIBIL]

and spirited rough-and-tumble riot en­
sued, which the university stewards 
undertook to quell. The stewards might 
better have assumed a go-it-husband- 
go-it-bear attitude. The role of peace­
maker is sometimes a very dangerous 
one, as it assuredly was in this case, 
for both sides to the combat turned 
upon the stewards and licked them 
out of their boots. the university
is closed.

It behooves the St. Petersburg au­
thorities, if possible, to pacify the girls
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An Extraordinary Offer. 
$40

BELT .X
Ou Higilu HOW TH]

WHAT FIXES WHEAT PRICES IN 
GREAT BRITAIN.

ATHthat
"Whereas It is expedient

$5One of the arguments advanced by 
British free traders against Mr. Cham­
berlain’s Inter-Imperial preferential 
scheme is that the levying of a tax on 
wheat coming into the country will 
mean an increase in the cost of living 
of the masses. In other words, their 
cry is that the carrying out of Mr.
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Call er write for book. It is free. We are the 

■west dealers in electric body appliances i n Canada. 
The genuine Kara Belt ean only be obtained from 
•a. • Never sold in drug «ores. »
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It

somehow. The populace of St. Peters­
burg is very excitable these days, and
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