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bear those ills we have than fly to others we kusw not
of.* Qur positien now is such that it becomes the
duty of every public man to lock the question fairly
in the face, not in s party spirit with the object of
makiog political stock ous of it, Tt is titae we made
up our winds on this great guestion, ag to the most
beneficial sourse to be pursusd, and having done so to
stand or fall by those opinions. : :

Héﬂ. Me. 'biVIES-.»I loek at wembers who have
p!_idge& themielves. . C

" Mr. BRECKEN. — The hou. member need not|

glarm himself about my inconsisteney. I am not going
to play with the queaticn. I have pledged myself in
vommon, § believe, with every hon. momber of this
House, oot to commit the country to Confederation
uutil the question is Brsb submitted to ilke people at
the pulla. This pledge was most disticetly givea, and
I intend to keep it-surietly. : :

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—-—I understood thé Lon. meme
ber for Chari@ttemwn.

My. BRECKEN.—I consider myself bound by a
pledge to band back to my coestituents the power
they entrusied me with undiminished. I do mot feel
myself preciuded from discussing the question. For,
if the present Governmeni were to open negociations
with tge Confederate Colonies, for the purpose of
joining the Union—a course that would not.very much
surprise me—and obfain an offer on favorable terms, I
should consider myself bound to vote against closing
with that offer, and vote for refsrring the question to
the people. | am surprized at the coslness of the hon,
member, twitting me with inconsistency on the subjeet
of Confederation. . I ask him, what candidate did he
support at the recent Election for Charlottetown,; —my
hon. volleague, s prominent supporter of Confederatinn,
one of the eelebrated « ninety-four.” If, Sir, the hon.
member and his party, well-knowing miy collsague®
views on that questien, supported, and, with the assist-
ance of some és}&i&dbmtes in the city, returred him to
this House; but—strange .and ineconsistent—having
piaced bim in that responsible pesition, they are afraid,
I understand, to trust him as a member of the Execu-
tive Council, and resolutely refuse to appoint him to
that position, although he hag as vesclutely insisted on
bis vight to be. there. 'Locking at the fact that he is
one of the representatives of the capital of the Colony,

“and the only one who is in harmony with the Govern-
mené, if there is anything of .ibat element amongst
them, which I'muceh doubt,and considering that his con-
stituents are the most weslthy, and certainly as intelli-

out as any in the Island, and that the greater portion of
the mercantile, mechanical, and many other of our
important interesis are centred in the Town and Rogal-
ty, I do think my eolleague, and those who sent him
here, bave & right {o see him at the Exzecutive Couneil
Board. 1 understand the Government distrusts him
on aceount of his Confederate opinions, It cannot be
that biz gualifications snd position, in ‘other respeets,
do not justify the appointment, ~ Stéange inconsisteney,
voting for a gentleman, returnigg him to this House,
and still afraid to tznst him as 2 member of the Govern-
ment. . But, Sir, for another picee of inconsistensy on
the part of the hon member (Mr. Davies). and his

party. How does he'defend the appointment to the!

office of Queen’s Piinter of o gontleman, ous of the
most ardent and fslented (and on that account the
most dangerous) advoostes of Confederation. The
hon. member designates Confederates as traitors. Is
thig his mode of punighing treachery by appointing
the offender to the most luerative office iu the gift of
the Government ?

Hon. My, KELLY.—My. Davies was uot appointed
to the Excoutive unsil after My, Whelus was appoiste
ed Quesn’s Printer.

M. BRECKEN.-—80 much the worse for him, if
such was the fact, for, by ucecepiing a seat in the
(Government, he endorsed and approved of the Ack;
but the fact is Mr. Davies was a member of the Gov-
ernment ab the time the sppointment was made. The
hon. member (Mr. Davies) jeers us for baving & red-hot
Unionist as Leader of the Opposition. It is within the
Eanwledye of this bon. Flousce, that thet hon, member
and the Government proposed to punish the Leader of
the Opposition for bis red-hot Confederate ideas, by
making him first Commoner of the land, placing him
in the Speaker's Chair. Sirange method this, of
marking the pedple’s and the hos. mewber’s disappro«
bation of the Leader of the Opposition’s vnsound and
traitorous opinions on a question so vitally affecting
our interests, The faet is, the Government is a mass
of inconsistency ; there dre scarcely two of them who
profess the same principles. Their Leader, who hss
not at present a seatin this House, always contended,
(and no later than a few days ago, on the hustings in
Charlottetown,) that the departmenial system of Re-
sponsibie Government was the only frue system. - Iow
often have we, on this side of the House, been denun-
ciated as traitors for departing from 4, by excluding
office-holders from the Legisiaturé. Now, we find this
composite Guvernmant following the course laid down
by the Counservatives, withoui baving the honesty or
cunder to confess that they have scen the ervor of their
way, or to essign reasons tor changing their minds. No,
Sir; rather than admit that it was honorable for their
opponents o do aaything right, they prefer pursuing 2
eourse which they have denounced as deseptive.  They
toll us that all political parties must make compromises.
To 2 certain extent this is trae,—but in wmutters of
detail, there is a point at which compromises mnst
stop. There are certain vital principles, which sdmis
of no compromize, unless they wish to be, as this Guv-
ernment are, compromised from head to foot, withous
any distinetive prineiple, composed of a remnant of the
old Liberal party, an infusion of Tenant Leaguers, and
a few calling themselves moderate Conservatives.  Look
at some of their recent and mest important appoint-
ments. What principle of Responsible Government
was respected in the appoimtment of the Colonial
Treasurer—a gentleman who, a few weeks ago, was
rejected, at the Legislative Couaeil Election, by an
overwhelming majority ; and, as to the appointment to
the head of the Customs' Department, I canuct say
what known rule of the Constitution has been invaded,
59 the framers of that system of government, widesnd
comprehensive 83 they made it, never contemplated
such o case of unblashing pelitical jobbery ocourring ;
thi was regerved for the ingenuity of Prince Edward
Tsland Liberals. And bear in mind, Mr. Chairman, that
the Government, by making this appointment, endorses
its propristy collectively and individually, otherwise



