
The Canadian Mining Journal
VOL. XXXIII. TORONTO, November 15, 1912. No. 22

The Canadian Mining Journal
With which is incorporated the

“ CANADIAN MINING REVIEW ”
Devoted to Mining, Metallurgy and Allied Industries in Canada.

Published fortnightly by the

MINES PUBLISHING CO., LIMITED
Head Office - Room 36, Canadian Birkbeck Building, 10 Adelaide 

Street East, Toronto.
Branch Office - • - - - - - 34B Board of Trade Building
London Office - - - Walter R. Skinner, 11-12 Clement’s Lane 

London, E.C.
U. S. A. Office - Ward & Smith, 931 Tribune Building, New York

Editor Contributing Editor
J. C. MURRAY. B.A., B.Sc. H. MORTIMER-LAMB

SUBSCRIPTIONS—Payable in advance, $2.00 a year of 24 
numbers, including postage in Canada. In all other countries, in­
cluding postage, $3.00 a year.

Advertising copy should reach the Toronto Office by the 8th, for 
issues of the 15th of each month, and by the 23rd for the issues of 
the first of the following month. If proof is required, the copy 
should be sent so that the accepted proof will reach the Toronto 
Office by the above dates.

CIRCULATION.
“Entered as second-class matter April 23rd, 1908, at the post 

office at Bu'ïalo, N.Y., under the Act of Congress of March 3rd 
1879.’

Editorials—-
Mines Branch Summary Report ....................................... 761
Dreams....................................................................................... 761
Foolish Criticisms .................................................................. 762
The Hollinger Statement ..................................................... 762
Editorial Notes........................................................................ 762

Correspondence—
Explosions from Falls of Roof in Mines........................... 765
Still More History.........................................................  765
The Eight-Hour Day in Mining ..........................   766

The Semi-Annual Meeting of the Canadian Mining Institute
(concluded) .............................................................................. 767

The Sulphuric Acid Industry in the United States, by Utley
Wedge ....................................................................................."• 772

Action of Alumina in Copper Slags........................................... 775
Notes on Granby Company Matters........................................... 775
Placer Gold in Meule Creek, Seigniory of Rigaud-Vaudreuil,

Quebec, by Joseph Keele ..................................................... ' 777
The Cadeby Mine Explosion......................................................... 779
A New Type of Mine Air Humidifier....................................... 780
Personal and General...................................................................... 781
Observatory Inlet, British Columbia........................................... 783
Special Correspondence, etc........................................................... 785

MINES BRANCH SUMMARY REPORT.
The summary report of the Mines Branch of the 

Department of Mines, Ottawa, for the calendar year 
ending December 31st, 1911, has just been received. 
During that year, according to the statement of the 
director, Dr. Eugene Haanel, four technical officers 
have been added to the regualr staff, and three clerks 
to the non-technical staff. There are now nine divisions, 
each under a chief officer and all fully organized, except 
that of the explosives division. Mr. J. G. S. Hudson is 
the only officer assigned to this division, nor will addi­
tions be made until the proposed Explosives Bill shall 
have become law. That there is dire need of a restric­
tive law is becoming more and more evident every day. 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Mines Branch will 
very soon be enabled to complete this important part of 
its organization.

The preliminary reports on field work deal with a 
large variety of subjects—the building stones of the 
Maritime Provinces, the nickel industry, copper and 
pyrites, iron ore, Canadian markets for mineral pro­
ducts, gypsum and salt, feldspar and phosphite, moist­
ure in fuels, explosions, statistics, etc.

It is a matter for congratulation that the Mines 
Branch is now comfortably and adequately housed in the 
building formerly occupied by the Geological Survey 
Branch. This old structure, whose walls are more than 
ordinarily sound, has been completely reconstructed in­
side, has been added to, and has, moreover, been most 
ingeniously adapted to the needs of the Mine Branch. 
Its convenient situation is a great advantage. Instead of 
occupying parts of five scattered buildings, the Mines 
Branch staff is now consolidated under one ample roof.

Reference is made by the director to an arrangement 
entered into by the branch with the Kingston School of 
Mining. Under this arrangement the School of Mining 
has undertaken to carry on for the Mines Branch cer­
tain metallurgical investigations “of a directly econ­
omic character.” Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, formerly of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, has been 
chosen to direct this work. The investigations will 
cover the uses of cobalt and its alloys, the uses of nickel 
copper iron alloys, and the electrical smelting of iron 
ores.

The Mines Branh, judging from the summary report, 
is making a vigorous attempt to widen its sphere of use­
fulness and to direct its efforts in channels of economic 
importance.

DREAMS.
The Standard Coal Company of British Columbia, if 

one may believe Mr. W. F. Alloway, jr, trustee, is a


