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OFFICIAL CIRCULAR No. 21

In reference to our ansual conves
tiop, the number of locals reporting
their intention to send delegates is not
great so far. Of course, we realize

— that —on-pceount—of the open—weather

many of the locals have not. heen able
to hold representative meetings during
November, and that ecotsequently we
conld not expect ta hear from a . great
many. 1 take this epportunity, how
ever, of again reminding all secretavies
to notify us as fo their intentions in
the matter of sending deldgates so that
we can send them the necessary dele
gotes’ certificates, without which their
representatives will he facing some in
convehience on their arrival herq, not

to mention the trouble that they will
he ereating for us
No doubt for the same reason that

we have falled 1o hear from any of the
loeals in regard to delegates, we find
that the number of resolutions for the
convention received to date are very
few. While the coastitution provides
that resclutions for the conveation
must be in by December 1, it also pre
vides that resolutions received after
that date may he considered if the dele
gates so wish. Under the circumstances
therefore, we shall’ expect to receive
some further resclutions, and, indeed,
*it would be advisable te have such rese
lutions as there are » number of im
st subjects which are being dealt
with th correspondence, ete., with
the Contral office, and which a3 yet
are not touched wpon “by any :‘ the
locals whe have sent in resclutions. It
would be advisable to have all the reso
lutions in by December 15, if possibile,
or at-least pot later than Christmas,
&% if they are received after that date
the Central office cannot undertake to
have them printed and distributed to
the locals in time o receive considers
then before .the convestion meels
Please bear this in mind and at the
very earliest epportunity put om your
m‘- the om of comsidering the
ing of delegates te our convention
and the passing of such resolutions as
you wish considered during the ses
sons
It alse does not seem to be clearly
understood yeot that by resclution of

fes al the last convention, a
fee of 50 cents must accompany each

resciution seat in Attention te this
detall will save hath lorals and Ceontral
russiderable work

Resolutions

Buggested

If we might be permitted to suggest
a foqw of the subjects which as yel are
8ol covered by any resolutions, and is
regard 16 which it might be well to
have an expression of opision from
same of our locals in the form of »
rosalution as & basis far the discus
sion which should take place at our
cohvention, we would sugpgel the fol
lowing:

Hal Insurance

As yot there is no resclution to hand
in regand te our own activities in the
private baill insurance fold or in e
;rd o the municipa!l wheme. Nome
of our locals whe had experience with
the Central office armmagement this
yoar might well pase a resclution as to
thoir ideas of its future condurt While
the musicipal scheme is really & matter
fer the municipalitios to deal with, the
fotuve of this coaperative idea is one
that shonld be of interest 1o ever)y
farmer in the provisee, The UF.A
doss not as n rule care te deal with
municipal matters which came within
he powgts of the convention of rurel
munieipalition, bet it might “under the
jrementl. exreplional citvomslanres he
in anded fo bave a beief diseussion on
the fututy of this sehome alen

Women s Bection

Yuite & fow remarks bave hees made
1o me vorbally in regard to this im
portant braach of our work duriag
the yoar, which would fursish & omml
malegial for a discussion st the con
venbion, but ne resclution is te hand
s far. The situation is, of course, that
while women are -1-ll_v eligible 4o
membership in the UPA  with the
men, and are equally ble
citisrns, with the vete, for the future
of the amocistion snd the proviace at
large, we bave sl present lews thas
1000 women members agaisst 16,000
men, though probably nef less than 73
per cont. of the latter have wives, and
semme of them daughters whe are elig
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Mmile A+ pointed out Before, a really
goodd U F.A. man would see that a
dollar is paid into the loeal, or a-local
of the UF.W.A, for his wife as well
as himself. And here the question of
the women's seetion is inclined to over-
lap or join forees with thé question of
the increase in the membership fee, If
every member would undertake to see
that his wife also became a member of
the U F.A. there would pot be the
same wrgent need for additional finan
vinl support that is apparent at the
present time, and incidentally the in
fucnce of our aspociation would he
ousiderably increased.

There are quite a3 number of subjects
both of an economic nature and other
wise which if one may judge from the
cotrespondence coming te hand’ from
the locals, are exercising the minds of
a considerable number of our members
and which are as yet not covered by
resolution for the convention. Do not
forget that your annual convention is
the governing bedy of the association
and corresponds to your owa session of
parliament in which you yourselves act
as citizens of the farmers' community
just the same as you do when you elect
a4 wmember to the provincial or Domin
ion howse of parliament, the oaly dif
ference being that in the case of your
ansual convention you indicate by rese
lution te your representatives the mat
ters which they shall discuss, and give
instructions to youwr Cemtral office to
work pe for the mext year, while your
legislative represeatatives give t#Bir at
tention to such matters as they please
during the five yeoars that clapse be
fore they have to come to you for re
clew tion

PP WOODBRIDGE

DIRECTOR SPENCER AT MOYER-

A special meoting of the Moyerton
lwenl was called te give Director
Npencer an epportunily to discuss the
"nited Farmers' Organization assd ob
pets. Mr, Spencer on taking lu‘phl
form cxpormed his appreciation of the
sppartunity afforded L- of addressing
the residents of Moyerton district. He
then proceeded to give an ocutline of the
initial erganisation of the UFA. He
wentioned that the frst conventidh,
composed of 200 delegates frem the
Alberta Farmens' Amociation and the
Nociety of Equity, convened in Edmos®
ten in 1900 and ergasised under the
same of the United Parmers _of Al
berta. From this small beginaing the
organisation has grows te such an ex
tent that at the conveation in January,
1917, 1,200 dolegates represeating 13,000
farmers were present. lle west oa to
esplain the influence exerted by such
a powerful crganisation. At the St
convention vac of the government meos
present remarked e o friend after
wards, that be had been addreming
““Bunch of bayseeds. '’ At the lgst
coavealion the gurerfumenl tepfesents
tive Mll the dmafy of the *"Leong
Term Parm Loas BUll'' 1o the atteation
of the delegaten, and asked for an e
piension of opision before Lhis ball wae
brought up in the legislature. lle west
on (o show how (he arganisation could
be made still more powerful asd bewe
Gcial by all farmers bevoming membore,
and thus givieg the crgasisation still
grenter moral as well as Ssancial sup
port.  le urged cach member of the
foenl 1o make the leal his personal
Lusiness and do his uimost 1o Mireagih
s he organisation. Me showed the
pewer hat s being exerted by the
monied inferests by their system of
warking together and Dacking each
wiber Snancially; how all logislation is
artviulty watehed and influcace exorted
on members of pariiashent whe, ast
heing properly instracted by the men
"ho actually appoint thewm as their sop
feseaiatives, are sasily swayed by the
lobhyists working in faver of the in
terdsts. He made the suggestion that
barals should demand from their
walntives in hth he peovincial and

3

Doniinion patliaments a definite state
ment, at frequent intervals, of the man
ner in which they were earrying out
the trust reposed in them. e

At the conclusion of Mr.dSpencer’s
lecture he was asked to explain more
fully eertain items he bad touched om
Among others were the Central office’s
need of funds and the Farm Loan Bill.
ile also gave an interesting .-talk on
farm telephones as used in his neigh-
horhood. The meeting then ad b

A public meeting was then ealled,
and a diseussion on the Clhristmas en
tertainment ensued. It was finally de-
cided that the ladies undertake the
Christman entertainment and that the
secretary hand over the Christmas tree
trust funds to the committee appointed
hy the ladies.

The annual meeting of the loeal will
he held on December 8.

.
PENHOLD CO-OPERATING

Jesse Bourne, secretary-treaswrer of
Peabold Distriet UF.A. Co - operative
Association Limited, has sent us the
following very interesting report, from
which we re pleased to note that the
enthusiasm of the members has once
more bheen aroused:

““You have no doubt long since con
cluded that bomething must have be
Pallen the enthusiastic new UF.A. see
retary of early 1916, But such is wot
the case, as | am plepsed to report |
am still in the ring in making this oft-
promised report. The fact is, owing fo
circumstances beyond our countrel, of
which ] miean to speak Tater, we, in our
cooperative efforts at Penbold, bave up
to the present made but little netual
progress. The difficulties te which |
refer have, largely through the econ-
veation of lecal seeretaries held lagt
fune, been completely overcome, and
I am pleased te report the holding on
Monday last of the most succossful
meeting we haye yet held, which was by
the way the first sinee Mareh 8

‘“As a result of the meetidg on Fri
day and Saturday of last week, & bunch
of enthusiastic sharebolders turned out
and in spite of 2ere conditions, with
ureb-boey, terams and seraper, excavated
a cellar on the property 1 bLelieve |
wentioned in my last . besides
partly feacing in the lots. Owing te
the inclemency of the weather, | was
unable to take a snap of the busy group
or | would have included one with this

elal

‘It is our intention te erect & oo
operative building over this cellar dur
ing the winter and put in the founds
«tion in the spring, drawing the gravel
on the asleighs in the meantime. Th-
building is for office purposes and te
bald meetings, besiden the storage of
sich commodition as the association seer
8t te handle. Besides laying down »
course of action as to building and ex
tending our lines of trade, they docided
spos and subsequentiy eagaged 3 masna
@vt, and armangements lve bees made
te inslal & telephone ot the firet oppor
tunity in our temporary place of busi
sews. With several parlot orders already
placed with the United Grain Growers
(& future delivery in due season, .we
are looking forward te considerable
husinens even befure being established
in our owa premions, and it is encourag
ing 1o see the vendy response 1o ealls
made on the stock, bheside the sale of
more shares and the universal promises
of patresage n*«"—u Te sum wp

the situation, feel that we bave
broken the crast, we have oy the
tdge, and are sow on the dowshill
sk

LOYALTY OF MEMBERS

Unoway loeal, which Jbas been in ¢
stence sinre the carly days of ¢
fganisation, bas revently bheen Pawing
through & erisis which they bhope to
suceemafully segotiate. The seeretars
reparts in part as fellows

'Our prestige aad bargaining powce
has  been comsiderably damaged by

dislavaltly amougst same of our mesm

Décember 19, 1917

bers, who have acted comtrary- to the

bargains made by the various commit-
tees, and whose actions they voted in
favor of at the regular meetings. In
consequence we have suspended a %
Jiderable number and reprimanded
others, and some are very sore about
this. Personally I think it is to the
henefit of this union that this has been
done, though some will drop out.™’

Apparently some members of this
local have been failing their fellow
members in a way which is unfortun-
ately not uncommon. The majority of
men seem.-4o0 recoguize their obligations
when they have attached their name to
a written agreement, but quite a num-
seem to consider that the merve fact
that they have voted in their loeal, in-
structing the seeretary or loeal board
to do certain things, and promising
their support in the event of those
things being done, carries no obligation
with it whatseever, and that they are
perfeetly free to do as they wish and
carry no liability, even if the result of
their action should mean financial loss
or the disintegration of the loeal. The
responsibility of the man wha votes
‘“year’’ or ‘‘may’’ in any pr ¥
called meeting of a loeal of the UF.A.
or any recognized organization, is every
bit as binding as if he bhad signed his
same to a written agreement. It is
true that an unincorporated loeal of the
U.F.A. has no legal standing, and from
a legal point of view it be difd
eult to fasten the responsibility om te
the individug]! members who authorized
or instrueted the action, but in an in-
corporated body, the vote of ‘‘yea’’
or ““nay’’ recorded in the misutes is
equivalent te the written signature of
the parties voling, and the meral ob-
ligation in the umincorporated loeal is
every hit as strong as the legal obliga
tion in the incorporated loeal, or should
be with any wman who professes to be
a UFPA man, or even a ueasonably
hanest and responsible citizen.

PP W

MEETING AT GRANUM

The following communication has
been received from P, A, Stewart, sec
retary of Grasum loeal:

““1 beg to report a very successful
meeting beld in the Opera House here
on the evening of November 27. The
ladies of the UFP.W.A. served supper
from six to eight, after which a splen
did pregram of music and speeches
took place. Mr. Wood, president of the
UF.A, spoke in his usual forceful man
ner to a well-filled house, taking as his
subject ‘‘“The Evolution of Trade and
Commerce."" Mr. Wood 's remarks were
very well received and created a very
good impression among the lo of
Giranum, Mm McKinney, Jm e
her wsual good form, beld the andience
with her eloquent remarks on ‘‘The
Modern Woman.'' It is the Intention
of the UFA and UPWA to poin

+ hands and make this an ansual gather

tng, which cannot fail to have splendid
results in_builiag up the community
spirit in Mhe Grasum distriet. '’

SEXTON CREEK ANNUAL MEETING

Jobn A. Graham, secretary of Sexton
Crvek Local, reports on their ansual
meeting, and states that after the mem
berw had partakes of a big oyster stow,
accompanied by a boustiful sepply of
crackers and pickles, rounding off with
a hig cake, coffee and cigare, they folt
equal to business, and the wecling Wwas
called 1o order at 2 pm. Ameongst other
business tramsacted thoy agreed umani
mously to the proposed increase of the
membership fee to $2.00 next year, and
instructed their delegates 1o work asd
vole for same at the forthéoming con
vestion. Twe delegatos were appointed
fo attend the convention at the espene
of the local, and four others were ae
credited whe propesed to attend at
their own expease

It was alse moved and seconded 1NE!
the secrelary-treasurer be gives an
honorarium of 025 out of the funis
for bis serdices during the year,
and & bearty vote of thanks exlended
'o him. The financial statement showdl
feceipts for all purposes of $684.70,
and an expenditure of $334.90, leaving
s batance on hand of $990.50 This, with
the clection of officers for the coming
year, brought s very suceomful meet

ng to a vlone
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