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Veuktaule 8MU-BttT.—According to somo I 
English Journals, a now organized being inis j 
been discovered in the interior of Africa, winch 
seems to form an intermediate link between 
vegetable and animal life. This singular pro­
duction of nature has the shape of a spotted 
serpent. It drags itself on the ground ; instead 
of a head, has a flower, shaped like a bell, 
which contains a viscous liquid. Flies and 
other insoets, attracted by the smell of the 
juice, enter into the flower, where they are 
caught by the adhesive matter. The flower 
then closes, and remains shut until the priso­
ners are bruised and transformed into chyle.» 
The indigestible portions, such as the head and 
wings, are thrown out by two spiral openings. 
The vegetable serpent lias a skin resembling 
leaves, a white and soft flesh, and instead of 
a bony skeleton, a cartilaginous frame tilled 
with yellow marrow. The natives consider it 
a delicious food.—English Paper,

“ WniTSOiiAPBL Shabps.”—In Yarriha and 
elsewhere, it was a general practice with us to 
pay the carriers of our luggage with needles 
only, but hero we are endeavouring to dispose 
of them in order to purchase provisions for 
our people. We brought with us from Eng­
land nearly a hundred thousand needles of 
various sizes, and amongst them was a great 
quantity of “Whitechapel sharps,” warranted 
“superfine, and not to cut in the eye !” Thus 
highly recommended, we imagined that these 
needles must have been.good indeed ; but what 
was our surprise some time ago, when a num­
ber of them which we hud disposed of was 
returned to us with a complaint that they were 
all eyeless, thus redeeming with a vengeance the 
pledge of the manufacturer, that they-"-would 
not out in the eye.” Un an examination after­
wards, we found the same fault with the re­
mainder of the “Whitechapel sharps,” so that 
to save our credit we have been obliged to throw 
them away.—Lander's Travels in A/rica^\

Railway (aim cessations.—^the-preat diffé­
rence between the sums cladded by proprietors 
and the sums offered by yiilway companies, for 
occupation of land and damages, has frequently 
excited remarks and surprise. The difference 
ill the case of the Edinburg and Ulasgow Rail­
way, and the directors of the Glasgow Lunatic 
Asylum, presents, perhaps, a greater différence 
than was ever before witnessed in the King­
dom, and would almost lead to the supposition 
that the claim had been made by the inmates 
rather than by the directors. The first claim 
made was 44,000/., but, before trial, this was 
reduced to something a little above 10,000/. 
The sum awarded by the jury was 878/.

The Queen and the Quakehs.—In the 
autumn of 1818, her late majesty, Queen Char­
lotte, visited Hath, accompanied by the Princess 
Elizabeth. The waters soon effected such a 
respite from pain in the royal patient, that she 
proposed an excursion to a park of some celeb­
rity in the neighbourhood, the estate of a rich 
widow belonging to the Society of Friends. 
Notice was given of the Queen’s intention, and

a message returned that she should be wel, 
come. Our illustrious traveller had, perhaps- 
never before held any personal intercourse with 
a member of the persuasion whose votaries 
never voluntarily paid taxes to “ the man 
George, called king by the.vain ones." The 
lady and gentleman who were to attend the 
august visitants had but feeble ideas of the 
reception to be expected. It was supposed 
that the Quaker would at least say Ihy majesty, 
or thy highness, or madam. The royal car­
riages arrived at the lodges of the park, punc­
tual to the appointed hour. No preparations 
appeared to have been made, no hostess nor 
domestics stood ready to greet the guests. 
The porter’s bell was rung ; he stepped forth 
deliberately with his broad-brimmed beaver oil, 
and unbendingly accosted the lord in waiting 
with “ What’s thy will, friend Ï” This was 
almost unanswerable. Surely” said the noble­
man, “yotir lady is aware that her majesty-----
Go to your mistress and say the Queen is here:” 
“No, truly,” answered the man,- “itnecdeth 
not; 1 have no mistress nor lady, but friend Ra­
chel Mills expec tot h'M/ne ; walk in." The Queen 
and Vriiicess were handed out, and walked up 
the avenue. At the door of the house stood 
the plainly attired Rachel,who, without even a 
curtseÿ, but a cheerful nod, said, “ How’s thee 
do, frieftth? 1 am glad to see thee and thy 
daughter ; f wish thee well. Rest and refresh 
thee and thy people, before 1 show thee my 
grounds.” What could be said to such a per­
son ? Rome condescensions were attempted, 
implying that her majesty came not only to view 
the park, but to testify her esteem for the so­
ciety to which Mistress Mills belonged. Cool 
and unawed she answered, “ Yea, thou art 
right there; the Friends are well thought of 
by most folks, but they need not the praise of 
the world ; for the rest, many strangers gratify 
their curiosity by going over this place, and it ” 
is my custom to conduct them myself ; there­
fore l shall do the like to thee, friend Char­
lotte ; moreover, I think well of thee as a 
dutiful wife and mother. Thou hast had thy 
trials, and so had thy good partner. I wish 
thy grandchild well through hers”—(she allu­
ded to the 1‘rincess Charlotte.) It was so 
evident that the Friend meant kindly, nay, 
respectfully, that offence could not be taken. 
She escorted her guests through her estate. 
The Princess Elizabeth noticed in her hen­
house a breed of poultry hitherto unknown to 
her, and expressed a wish to possess some of 
those rare fowls, imagining that Mrs. Mills 
would regard her wish as a law ; but the Qua 
keress merely remarked, with characteristic 
evasion, “They are rare, as tliousayest; but 
if any are to be purchased, in this land or in 
other countries, 1 know few women likelier 
than thyself to procure them with ease.” Her 
Royal Highness more plainly expressed her 
desire to purchase some of those she now be­
held. “ 1 do not buy and sell,” answered 
Rachel Mills. “ Perhaps you will give me a , 
pair'/” persevered the Princess, with a concilia­
ting smile. “ Nay, verily,” replied Rachel,
“ I have refused many friends; and that which


