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Alfalfa in Alberta

Epitor FARMER'S ADVOCATI

It 1s of great interest to many of vour readers
to know whether alfalfa can be grown in Western
Canada, so 1 will give you myv experience. |
live in Eastern Central Alberta, 140 miles north
of the Canadian Pacific main line and 115
east of the Calgarv and Edmonton Railway |
broke up some upland prairie (sandy
clay subsoil), with pea vines and wild vetch on 1t
in the spring of 1906, and sowed oats 1 1t I
back-set it in the spring of 1907 six
and planted potatoes in 1t
from 1907 to 1908, 1

loam with

imches deep
During the

scattered fresh manure

from the barn thickly on 1t and plowed 1 it
in the spring of 1908. Then I harrowed 1t the
oughly I secured some nodule-forming bacten
from the Ontario Agricultural College and mn

culated Turkestan alfalfa seed [ broad: ted
this at the rate of fifteen pounds to the acre
on the 19th day of May, 1908, and harrowed

lightly
It came up

with the teeth well slanting bacl

well and made a very thick stand

[ cut 1t before it came to bloom and left it where
1t fell l,.(\VTlsw(i'tfl"T'u me weather 1 s ittered
well-rotted manure over it At the warn ell
at the beginning of April the new nrouts were
one and one-half inches high, but the cold weather

the

SO 11

middle of April froze
looked as if the

them

atter-winter

out completely After the warm weather camu
all the plants sprouted acain and a thick stand

After last winter's experience, which was a hard
one, I believe alfalfa can be successfully grown
in Western Canada, as the first winter is the most
critical in the life of the alfalfa
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I have noticed in

paper enquines in regard to the he ¢ 1
or getting mnid of Canada thistle As | nd
farm some two or three nall natche ¢
inxious to get rid of them I made enquiries as to the
best wav of killing them and wa idvised 1in variou
Wavs Some told me to allow the thistles to grow
until the stalk becomes hollow. then cut and let the
remain in that wav for a time er plow and
cultivate Other v vised } cuttis he
thistle the tage alreadv mentioned 1| should leave
intil late in the fall and then plow ['his would e
ts exposed to the frost and kill the
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An Advocate of Crate Fattening
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Finishes Chickens

Fattening !



