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lev for perfecting 
the general come

the organization In November 
terence was called, and Hon. Mr, 

Fisher attended as a representative from Canada.
The maintenance of the Institute is provided fur 

in two ways: The King of Italy has endowed it 
from his private estate, so that there will be an 
annual income of $60,000. The first three years’ 
income has been used in erecting suitable buildings 
and furnishing accommodation for the stall. In 
addition to this, each country is expected to con 
tribute annually to the expenses. Canada’s share 
will amount to about $4,000 per year, and, in addi 
tii m to this, there will be the expenses of the delegate 
to the conferences. The work is just getting under 
wav, but great things are expected from it.

Report of Pork Commission
The report of the Commission, consisting of Messrs 

R. A. Wallace, Jas. Bower and A G Harrison, 
appointed bv the Alberta Government to inquire 
into the condition of the hog raising industrv in the 
Province anil advise what measures might be taken 
to insure for hog raisers a fair price for their products, 
was presented to the provincial legislature on Feb 
ruarv I8th, After reviewing the terms of the com 
mission and the evidence taken in various parts of 
the Province, the report goes on to say, the evidence 
that not only has the farmer not received what he 
ci insiders a fair price (five cents per pound live weight ) 
fur his hogs, but that he has not, in verv many eases, 
been able to receive any price it all that he is able to 
overstock the market; that his energies have been 
curtailed on this account, and that he does not know 
where to turn for a market for what he can raise in the 
hog line even at any price, and still seventy five per 
vent, of the cured meat is imported.

These are the local conditions, or, to put the matter 
more plainly, while seventy five per vent, of the cured 
article is imported and no kick made by our local 
packers, at least one-half of our most energetic far­
mers have been compelled to go out of the hog 
industry on account of no market at all and not receiv­
ing a living price for his hog during part of the year, 
to sav nothing of what could he done bv farmers who 
would become producers of hogs and farm products 
suitable for feeding them. This is a serious and di 
tinct loss to the Province as a whole, and there should 
be some remedy.

Men have come to Alberta from the so-called hog 
states of the American Union because they want to 
better themselves. They have come from eastern 
Canada for the same purpose, and to hold them 
Alberta must solve for them the difficulties they have 
run up against in their former homes, and one of these 
is the lack of a stable market for their farm products. 
There is no good reason why the condition of the bona 
tide farmer in Alberta should not be superior to those 
of other countries, especially since many came to 
better themselves and avoid conditions which they are 
again confronted with in this Province.

The market for cured meat is right here in Alberta, 
and there will always be the English market, the British 
Columbia market and the market in the n<>rth country 
The home market, as far as possible, might be left to 
the private concerns if they will occupy it. To do 
this the local concerns must cure their meat to suit 
the trade. If a government controlled plant does 
nothing more than demonstrate, as the creameries 
have done, that the article to suit the trade cannot 
only be raised but cured in Alberta, it will be worth 
the experiment and the financial risk in making such, 
besides giving an incentive to our farmers to go into 
the hog business and mixed farming as well as wheal 
■ ti dng, making Alberta a “sure < rop” Prox inci tnd 
a Province in which financial institutions will have 
faith to do business.

tion, etc . less one-quarter cent per pound in, c ho 
this one quarter cent per pound to be applied 1., the 
creation of a fund for the purpose of paving b.,rk to 
the government their original investment and interest 
thereon. And at the same time to allot shares to each 
patron equal to the amount paid into this fund by the 
.assessment of the one quarter of a cent pc: pound on 
his product

Diyiih xd For Stockholders 
Your commissioners would further recommend, 

when tin- government indebtedness has been finally 
paid off bv this fund, that this fund be applied to pay 
mg a reasonable interest to the patrons on the. amount 
of shares held by them and take the balance to be 
paid as a bonus on each pound of pork supplied, 
shares to become transferr,able only to bona fide pat 
oms and then onlv bv application to and with the 
consent of the directors. But in the event of the 
removal or death of any patrons and where, applica 
tion has not been made for such transfer by him or 
he, heirs for the space of one year subsequent to such 
removal or death, then the directors may have power 
to cancel such shares and apply the proceeds to the 
general fund.

Your commissioners would further recommend 
that, m the event of it being found necessary to erect 
additional plants at other points in the Province, 
those patrons who wish lo withdraw from the first 
existing plant, may do so, with the approval of the 
directors, the shares held by them being transferred 
to the new plant with which they may affiliate, and 
the amount of money thus withdrawn from the first 
existing plant to be made by the remaining patrons 
as before.

Equalization oh Freight Rates 
As each patron would naturally wish the plant 

located near his special place of business so .as to 
cheapen the freight rates paid by him, your com 
missioners would recommend that the sum total of all 
freight rates paid on railways be subdivided and 
charged equally against each pound of pork supplied.

Building a House on the Homestead
Advioc ate :Eon .r Farmer'

i he idea ot starting a discussion in vour valuable 
paper as to the best way of making the life of a bach­
elor more attractive and endurable in our Great West, 
seems to me an excellent one from which only good 
results can follow, and will place many a bachelor 
under a debt of gratitude to you. Having had con­
siderable opportunities of studying the ways of 
bachelors during the last four years, you will perhaps 
allow me to contribute towards the discussion on 
“baching.”

The first thing to consider is the housing of the 
bachelor, and the initial step towards building a 
dwelling is naturally the site on which to build. It 
behooves the homesteader, therefore, to take a 
good look at his quarter in order to select a suitable 
Spot.

I would select one on a slight rise in the ground, 
preferably on a knoll with a gravelly soil It will be 
warmer and drier than more low lying land. Do 
not build close to a slough -it is unhealthy; mos­
quitos will be a great nuisance in the season, and will 
be damp and cold at other times Having chosen 
your site, dig a good roomy cellar, after which the 
building of the house begins.

Where there is plenty of suitable win id. the builder 
will naturally feel inclined towards building a log 
house, and although it entails quite a lut. of work, 
there is no gainsaying that a log house, well built and 
plastered, makes a very comfortable and lasting 
dwelling. However, most bachelors have not the 
opportunities of getting logs, and even if they had, 
but were financially able to buy lumber, it would un­
doubtedly pay to build a frame house. It takes far 
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Shipping Days
To minimize the cost of buying hogs, regular ship­

ping davs should be established when the patrons 
could bring their hogs to their respective railway 
<t;liions where the regular buying agent could be in 
attendance, and whose dutv it would be to grade the 
hogs, weigh them and credit each patron with the 
amount due him. In some cases this might mean 
the shipping of less than carload lots from one station 
to the next to be made up there, but it would obviate 
the difficulty of tim ing the patron to keep his hogs 
after thev hail arrived at the proper size, hence a 
more uniformgra.de could be secured. In Denmark, 
the patrons arc paid bv 'dead weight” and quality 
of hog after inspection, which method of payment 
your commissioners consider worthy of careful con­
sideration.

Patrons Agreement

Your i ' unmi-sioners would further recommend 
that all patrons be required to enter into an agreement 
to give all the hogs which thev wish to dispose of for 
curing purposes to-the packing plant of the associa­
tion of which thev arc members And any patrons 
who sell their hogs in contravention to their agree­
ment shall be subject to a fine not exceeding two 
dollars for such hog sold, and that the directors of 
the a ssi a la lion shall have p. iwer to cancel the shares 
of such patron up to the amount oi such fine inflicted, 
ami also the power to dispo ;c. of such cancelled shares 
to any other patron, or in any way they think fit., and 
to apply the proceeds to thy general funds of thy 
association. In the case of over production, or if 
the plant -hould be unable from any cause to handle 
all the hogs offered, then the board of directors may 
give permission to any of the patrons to dispose of 
their hogs as they may think"fit.

Your commi sinners would also recommend that 
the stock Commissioner be instructed to canvass the 
different districts to ascertain the probable number

-a------- - of hogs that the farmers will guarantee to supply and
they care to guarantee each other s habit- t obtain the signatures of those farmers to this agree 
ch a way as they do m Denmark. The ment

Buildings and Equipment 
As to size and class of building best adapted for 

the carrying out of operations your commissioners 
believe there are things that might be safe to leave 
to a designer, but we think that the practical experi­
ence of men engaged in the business should be taken 
into account.

(Continued on page 318).

Morris Company Coming to Canada

lumber and sod veneered.

Conditions in Alberta

The evidence and conditions existing clearly show 
that something must be done. In this country, con 
ditions are such that the farmers could not borrow 
the money required from the banks, as in Denmark 
nor would 
ities in such

- • mnent here, theiehire, must supplx the monej 
The guarantee of each others’ liabilities by the farmer 
is not available, and for the above reasons wi ha’ - 
come to the following conclusions :

Plan of Organization

That when a sufficient number of hog growers give 
a reasonable assurance that they will supply at least 
fifty thousand hogs per yeai to a plant, and that the> 
will elect from among themselves officers and direc 
tors whose duty it will l"1 to look aftei thi t< d 
supply of hogs of suitable quality, to decide on the 

ni amt of money needed from time to time to succès: 
fully operate the' plant, to look after the conduct andate the plant, — —----------- ... . ,

tie iif the operators, your commissioners would Chicago, have acquired - entire n 
lien recommend that the government furnish the 1 '~ ll'”t 1 ,ll ‘l
toney to build, equip and operate a plant, as they 
nd the directors deem most advisable, so construe 

admit of enlargement, and the original plant to 
sive a capacity large enough to handle at least 3Q0 
mgs a day at the start; that the management take 

ie farmers’ hogs, pay them at time of delivery up 
o two thirds of their estimated value, then at regular 

crvals as may be agreed upon when sufficient time 
elapsed to place the product 01 Cue mai ket pa 
producers the balance of the full value of their 

educt, less the cost of curing and marketing the 
-me and a stffm sufficient to pay local working ce­
nses, such as insurance, taxes, directors -remunera-

An important deal is reported to have been carried
: - . - ■ . 1 vhich th< ....................ipany, -t

’ lings of the 
Dominion Meat Company of that city. The Morris 
people are reported to be buyer- of a 1 trge trai 1 oi 

| near Nose Creek,northeast of the city, vhere the 
plant of the Dominion Meat Company is located.

Just when the Company will take charge of the 
business has not been made public yet, but the change 
is expected to take place shortly. Extensive addi­
tions will be made to the plant. The new abattoir 
will be built and very large stockyards lai 1 out A 
large piece of property will be set apart for homes for 
the employees of the company. It is reported al - 
that one block of 160 acres has been purchased at 
S200 an acre and another block of 80 acres bought at 
$300.

less time 
valuable. 1 
three kinds 
ing to their 

Sod house.
House of 1 ply 
Frame house.
Before starting 11> consider these three kinds of 

dwelling 1 would point out that a building IV x 20' 
x S' is. to my mind, an ideal one, giving ample room 
for comfortable interior arrangements. About these 
1 will write in a subsequent article, and will now con­
fine myself to the building of the house.

A sod house, pure and simple, should, 1 think, he 
avoided when possible, it is unhealthy, never looks 
nice inside and is subject to being infested with ver­
min, however, many a beginner has to turn his dollar 
over several times before he can make his up mind 
to spend it and as a dwelling is necessary for him. it is 
to his class that a sod house is the only choice. When 
plowing for sods choose a piece of land where the 
sod is tough. The sods should be 2 feet long and 
from 12 to 1 I inches wide, build the first few courses 
of the wall of a good thickness, so as to he able to give 
the wall a slight tapering inward as you go higher. 
After having laid a course of sods take some fine soil 
and fill up the points firmly, also tramp the sod well 
down as possible, to prevent shrinkage afterwards, 
but, of course, shrinkage will take place in any case. 
Allowance has to be made for tins when you begin on 
the roof.

The roof should be pitched so as to turn the water 
better, a shanty roof is for this reason inadvisable.
I have seen sod shacks, well Uuilt too. which, on a 
rainy day, leaked like a sieve to the great discomfort 
of the occupants. The windows should face south 
and if at all possible,use large windows, say -1 lights, 
12 x 2 1 each, not small stable windows, as is so 
often the vase, which, owing to the thickness of the 
Avail- keep the house in semi darkness on even the 
the brightest days. During the short days of winter 
it gives a forbidding aspect, whereas the large win­
dows admit the welcome rays of the sun during the 
greater part of the day, making the room look- 
bright and giving a certain amount of warmth.

I would place the door on the west side, on the 
north west corner of the house and while building 
the house I would erect a small porch over the door, 
say 6 x 6. haying the outside door of the porch facing 
south, by doing this you would avi>id the effects of 
the coldest winds on our prairies, viz., the N AY. and 
S.E. winds. Besides this the porch can be utilized 
as a store place for fuel, ice, etc., and when a blizzard 
comes along you will be able to laugh at it

So much for the sod house, pure and simple 'I In 
m-.xt in order is the sod veneered In m e, which, m 
many respects is built similarly to a >nd hou e, 
except that it has a lumber frame and une ply - i 
lumber against which the sods arc piled Anvun
building such a place would do well t ■ put two plv '-l 
tar paper on the outside of the lu neei
ing : : -a ith sods The roof cai b<
.-. n. ; the ide >1 ! ;

. i wéathei Such Iwellii i 1 
.-. : : 'ii and nug e pecially if the builder has 

, line.; ealing it in - ith inch or half inch ship- 
lao. an ; after the lumber has dried pro;

ivei it with i aiding paper and then paper -.- 
•a dip ipi B >tl for outside and inside, 
edai hiplap i 

and door arrangements h
cribed when dealing with i ■ I hou the other 
kind of house to be consni- ; -.u.ding,
which will be ih m :

Sask.


