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C s A are called night commiunions, bear not upon ]
the ""-f ed n;zigons of the Eucharist on fthe of fo‘l’:e 5: their , fec
A of Maundy Thursday, or on the eve of a|beco : : tongue, and uncommc
. Bcular new-y ) into a feast: but there was a feehng of PNPMW m—,( :;m 7 > il BTy
; o e material | assurance. .. But if:there inany sueh,gilt assie:
‘:l; very early celebration, following upon the|spiritual food of the-soul precedence 0 ‘this  extimordinary bion
- "

JE——
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DOMINION CHURCHMAN.

e

@ arrespondence.

claim, that the practice violates ancient Canon is, of
conrse, wnfonnded, Tor the only Canon on the subject

— will appoar with the names of the writers in full not being (Ecumenical, has no binding obligation.

But, as an indication of ancient, universal, and until

recently, uniform feeling, it is suggestive, and ought

m—

AN IMPOSTOR.

ém _] am sorry to have to warn the
i

|to be authoritative. My distinct advice, and it is a
fodly admonition, is against the practice. At least,
hope, after this, that it will not spread in the Diocese.

public, and| Wise old Dr. Babcock said, epigrammatically, the

especially the clergy against a person calling himself|other day, that keeping Maund -Thursday night with

r Searles. d
well known to the family of the Bishop of Mohtreal

He represented himself to me as|a celebration is to make the

oly Eucharist, not the
,| memorial of the Sacrifice, but a commemoration of an

at all events to some members in England, and I con-|anniversary.”

tly tried to help him on.

tor.
a8 8 S L am yoms faithtally,
" R. W. NormaN,

IM;'Maich 5, 1880.

WEST SIMCOE CLERICAL MEETING.,
8m,—Not having

I now find that he|:
:“.:'%fomr, utterly uitrustworthy, and incompetent

D.C.L.

ite recovered f:om a somewhat
gickness, I was unable to be

I am, Sir,
Yours truly,

W. C. BRADSHAW.
Peterboro’, March 1st, 1880.

Sir,—I have just read two letters on the above
subject in your issue of the 5th inst., to which with
your permussion I will refer. We are told in one letter
that Evening Communions are contrary to the tesch.
ing and practice of the Church in all ages, that they
are now therefore, an innovation and that they direct-

trac ly tend to the & ti ighest rite of our
:.1“!::1(K:"hb olersoal moeting at owe : bug| Y tem the desecration of the highest ri

I been present I should cortainly have offered the

most decided ition to the motion recommendi
the annual ap;&nhmnt of Rural Deans. That they
should be elected by the clergy in the different dean-

- egios seems fair enough, but the only effect of making
'such'election annual would be to convince people of
the utter uselessness of the office; and . I am sure

' ﬁ‘t, of all others in the Diocese, we of West Simcoe
‘have least reason to do anything tending in this di-
.gection. Some years ago, the time of sloth and care-
lessness, of dreary-parson-and-clerk duet services and
Puritan teachings, one might care very little for the
abolition of this or almost any similar office; but
now, in these days of life and earnestness, when the
wave of the Catholic revival is spreading over the

- land from the Atlantic h&c tlh;ethwc.hc' vlv!e p;zx;: d!tg?e
legitimate machinery w e Churc within

. our'teach. Let Rural Deans be annually appointed !
‘Why in & Deanery like this it would take a most
ebergetic man a full year to become at all intimately

i with the parishes and missions within its
bounds ; and just as this most necessary work would

. ‘be:a¢complished he might be succeeded by another
whio 'onll:l have to begin de nove. No, if any change
bedesirable in the length of time for which Rural
. eans retain their office let them be appointed every
- ‘sevem, or at least every five years. Then they may
bereasonably expected to accomplish some good re-
mlts before being succeded by others.

Yours, &c.,
iy - W. WHEATLEY BATES.
8¢. David's Day, 1880. :

EVENING CELEBRATIONS.

+—As many of your correspondents are exercised
‘oni $hi gl‘l)estion at present, ﬂhaps the fnllowing
‘exitact from a convention address of Bishop Doane
ms acceptable. His argument, it will be seen, is
ém Evening Communions on Maundy Thursday,
day of institution, and therefore a fortiori against
thém st any time. Asa man of great learning and
‘moderation his words demand attention. He be
. by ackmowledging that in earlier life, sentimental
led him to adopt the practice ; and them from a sort
_‘:Wstency e kept it up. Then he says :—

_ " But, as a Bishop, I must set my face and my ad-
,Wt it. Upon mere practical groundsit'is a
. Wistake. The highly-wrought emotionalism of this

Mtyice concentrates the religions devotion of all

_kent, and culminates it before the time, making|no doubt to those who

ﬁ"" Friday unreal, and taking the edge of fervour|doubtedly convenient ':'310.“ Who cannot w Yor oo
. W'the Easter Communion. It is, in spirit, entirely more usual hiours, and these " anid fasting

4 W to the whole plan of Holy Week, mggewes

.. B the Prayer Book, which, ex.

, AVOi

rather, of the Romish use, in jts melodram

: sensational tendency, and is ithpé:
““‘ Palms and the washed feet.
i 9 by rubric, and it is utterly

Over; fike
were, over-night.

Svening

ear; turning a vigil

and the Resurrection, before it is dawn. If food&t the body. It was also felt that there was p-unbd _

are ready to put themselves out for this sort|greater freedom land is &) consolidabe

: &" Service, proi l:kolias eti duses on Christmas and|these early servjces, pnthdwhnhﬁen?@ gave risitd|bed
Ishall be very glad to join them: But the|the custom, ejenrm e necessity which gave g

: u& évening Eucharist is, to gseak mildly, s|it had ceased.. .

' o

to be wise

t the last two|muitiion seems to be_tl
the commemomtizzpo?g;mte events, | extended beyona Jerus:
4+ % She ﬁoiﬁon of anﬁoa.rmugement of time. ' It|themselves into distihct o
m , with- Feself, in accérdance ;
: It is entirely un-|of the Christian faith, in the form of Litury :

sed to the spirit| Lord’s day at least, the Hvlyh " hine et B
¥ the letter of Catholic usage. "The institution brated by thase m’z‘d” he Church’s dvidis | -
“Wag the evening it is true; but the Jewish Pass- :‘1’111.5 (to the exoclugio G&wﬁ%?ﬂd“ﬂ sl v P
eve in th i tion, began, , imes of pe tion 1t bet : s

he Il 9“%1& il;:g;x:sai.to:” «’the|sary, as a matter of sifety, for thede asse f"b’ﬁ.
;" with_us, it is the morning, ke
day-star has arisen. And the whole authority :l.;"

Holy religion.

‘T am not an advocate for Evening Communions, but
I do not think any one shouid say that either was
not in accordance with the practice of the Primitive
Church.

The Rev. T. C. Robertson in his history of the
Christian Church (a text book, I presume, in most of
our theological colleges) Book 1. chap. 8. tells us. ‘* In
the Apostolic age the administration of the Eucharist
took place in the evening after the pattern of its ori-
ginal institation. )

On the following page he adds, ‘‘after a time the
“ administration of the Eucharist was transferred (and
‘ probably with a view of disarming the jealousies of
‘“the heathe:& from the evening to the morning when
*“it was added to the service which had before bee'n
“‘usual.” In vol 1. part . chap. 4 of Maclaine's
Mosheim’s Church History we are told that in the
time of Origen (8rd century) * the time of celebrating
“the Lord's Supper was considerably varied arising
“from their di&mnt circumstances and founded upon
‘“reasons ,of prudence and necessity, In some
* Churches, it was celebrated in the morning; in
“others, at noon; and in others in the eyening. The
“ sacred feasts, which accompanied this veneiable in-
“ gtitution, preceded its celebration in some Churches,
“and followed it in others.” I cannot think with
these passages before us that we are justified in say-
ing that Ev«minéh Communions are contrary to the
practice of the Church in all ages, and that at the pre-
sent day they are any more an innovation than morn-
ing Communions. at Eve
muniors are inexpedient for the consideration suggest-
ed by the abuses rebukedin 1 Cor.: 11, but. 1 do not

do not think that Evening Com-|

now an attempt is being made to revive the practice,
Aslong asitis regarded in the light of a pious wnd
reverent custom and adopted by individuals at their
own discretion as a matter of self-disciplineand an aid
to devotion, and as long as it does not interfere with
the mid-day celebration, which from the structure of
our Prayer Book is the one the Reformers evidently
intended to establish, and which the great bulk of our
communicants still prefer attending, no one should feel
disposed to object. But when an attempt is being
made to impose the practice as s matter o obligation
on the conscience of the communicant and to engraft it
as an additional rule upon the fusting observance ou-
joined by the Church it is quite a different thing. I
think that most of the readers of your valuable paper,
will agree with me when I call this an innovation un-
authorized by our present Prayer Book and unwarrant-
ed by Holy Scripture. :

In one of the two letters which appeared in your
issue of the 5th inst., we are told that Evening Cow-
maunions are contrary to the directions of mym
Book which directs that the sermon shall be preached
before the offertory, which at the time the Prayer
Book was compiled was a thing unknown. I am qu.te
willing to leave this to those who advocate Evening
Communions to answer; but I take this opportunity
to call the attention of those who haye early celeb:a-
tions to an important omission in their service. I
mean the omission of the ante-Communion service and
sermon or homily which should always precede. the
offertory.  Is not this also contrary to the directions
in the Prayer Book. X

Again in not a few parish Churches in this country
there are frequent early celebrations for the sake of a
favoured few, while the mid-day Communion sexvioe is
omitted $xcept once a month, although the great bulk
of the communicants would remain to com-
municate every Sunday. This is u serious matter to
many communicants, especially to the aged and infirm
who cannot attend fasting and to others who cannot
cqme early. :
Let me conclude with an observation of Mr. Keble
in a letter addressed by him tothe Literary Churehman
in Oct. 65. * I allude a.rticllhrly," he says, “ to the
disparaging tone som
day sCommunions, with small censideration, as it seems
to me, for the aged and infirm and others who cannot
come early. “In to Communion aftera meal,”
his counsel is, to *f .the rule of charity and every
“man to be satisfied with his own conscience, not
‘“judging other men's minds or consciences where
*as he hath no warrant” of God's word to the
“ same. i o

am-yours, &o., i

- - o W, Rém CraRk.

i L

PRAYER BEFURE SEKMON, '

SIiR,—A ‘ dent writes '-'to‘-yod- lndcrd‘ato of
MthofFob.,onm subjeet of a - er before; the

feel justi in using an stmnfger l.tm.ﬁ:nge unless it.
wus;]w y taking epLoeof e mid-day celebration.
It is well known that in co! shes, the cler-

gyman must either administer the Holy Communion at
mid-day and in the afternoon (at 8 o cﬁ:ok) or re

t few of your readers who will agree

th shonldbergprdeduqddaiauw..ndqotr
tug for the mid-day celebration. Your ‘
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niversal tradition of the Church. T/be ‘and Tasting

o . actice of eatly
For over 800 years however, the practioe <" Tt
Communion has been w- -’

attend , it, and it is un~| .

Lo ofg §~ 4 "B ;
“ho K pissopaliane seplisd 4 Their, propossl fouch-

to the}* natural parts; of a voluble
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urch Catholic,
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thm deliberately contravene mt;o.Book-d oy Prayer,
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