Our educational systent has beets fa a
direction.
wrong.
They demand the eduestion of the g
ers first. This commences with the | , This
unnatural process lays the foundstion for many
cases of epilepsy. Nor is epilepsy the only die
ease thet is caused by such a processs. Chores,
neuraigia, and general debility of the whole n'or-
vous system follow in the train of diseases which
are thus induced.

When a practitioser in Boston, often wes 1
called to children prostrated by this brain-pres-
sure. Well do I remember a little girl, out of
the many, bright, quick, ambitious, always at
the head of her class, the admiration and pride
of her parents and teacher, but brought to an
early grave by the well-intended and ill-judged
training of the teacher. Little did she think she
was laying the foundation, while stimulating her
young mind, for such a death. disease was
not epilepsy. But it was what the common
people call brain fever. It was mental pressure.

1 remember, too, an epileptic case, where dis-
ease was induced in the same way. A little
bright, neryous, slender boy was early pressed
with study. At the age of seven years he could

read Latin, at eight Greek, and at eleven he died
an epileptic—an epileptic from over-stimulation
of the brain.

Now this is a subject which every physician
does or ought to understand, and to impress
deeply upon the family when called to see such
achild. Baut the evil is, the physician usually
is not called till the mischief is done, and hence
nis edvice amounts to as it does *to lock the
door after the horse is stolen.”

®
The clergyman, the teacher, every parent, and

sbove all every physician, ought to ery out
against that educational process which kills brun-
dreds and thousands of children annually in our
land.

- ®bituary.

THOMAS TAYLOR, ESQ., GUYSBOROUGH, N. 8.

Died, at Salmon River, County of Guysbord’,
on the 5th of July, in the 40th year of his age,
Thomas Taylor, Esq., son of the late Wentworth
Taylor, Esq. Nurtured and trained in the class
and school of virtue by both his parents—con-
verted to God whilea mere youth, under a minis-
try, whose seals to apostleship, had been multi-
plied around him ; refreshed, and strengthened
by religious ordinances, which length of days
but increased his attachtent to, and his delight
“in ; éducated and refined withal; it cannot be a
matter of astonishment, that Bro. Taylor be-
came an intelligent, and consistent christian and
a useful member of society ; and that 'he occu-
pied a high place in public esteem, as a man of
probity, and worth, Duly weighing our words,
and desiring not to give flattering titles to any,
we-think the public sentiment will bear us out,
in the testimony that we thus bear, to the ami-
ability, and excellency of his character.

_ But if his life was amiable and beautiful, his
death was much more so. It was worthy of
such a life. Like the solar orb, which seems
larger at its setting—pleasing more though it
dazzles less : so his piety full-orbed, and shining
of- its own accord—without any sttempt to make
it shine—thers was only the lefting it shine—

It begins, is ‘casied o8, end endef
It is opposed to ‘physiological Jaws.
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gladly received Mm into hér houss, s messenger
1 and profitted by his teachings, has gone,
we - to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
Her death was sudden, and unexpected to her
friends, though not unanticipated by her. She
had come to the margin of death's river, and
she expected to die., Heving taken her teawith
the family, she retired fo bed, and in her usual
health, about 9 o'clock ; and in 3 few minutes
was seized with what her friends suppose to
have been paralysis, and died the next morning
about 8 a. m. The only words that she spoke—
immediste]ly when she was taken—were, “ Lord
help me,” when her voice ceased to articulate
forever. May we not say with a good degree of
cerwainty in view of a re-union with her sainted

partner.

The soul hath o’er taken her mate,

And caught him again in tMe sky :
Advanced to her happy estate,

And pleasure that never shall die :
When glorified spirits by sight,

Converse in their happy abode,
As stars in the firmament bright,

And pure as the angels of God.

G. W. TUTTLE.
Guysboro, 25th Sept. 1863.
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Itinerancy.
The word itinerant is defined, “ome who
travels from place to place.” In modern
times—especially since the days of Wesley,
it has been used in application to the minis-
try of the people called Methodists. In
these Colonies, some of our first recollections
of Methodist Preachcrs are associated with—
!’ roads,—a fine horse,—a good saddle, with
portmanteau attached, and an amiable lgoking,
upright man, guidiog his gentle steed with all
the dignity and precision of a cavalry officer.
One of these memory now presents,who still lives,
nor has he forgotten how to manage, and take
care of, the noblest animal God ever made for
man. If the notion respecting the restoration
of the brute creation, should prove true, the
ro. refered to, says he would not blush to meet
any of the horses he has used. It is doubtful if
all preachers have the testimony of a good con-
science in this matter. Pardon this allusion to
horses. Yet as our itinerancy in this country,
is 80 closely associated with these animals,
they deserve a little of the credit, for the
work accomplished. They are certainly itine-
rants who have had a large share in bearing the
burdenis of the work.
The times however bave changed,—the roads
have improved,—the saddle in most cases is dis-
for the easy vehicle, whose rapid revolu-
mdﬂy bring us to our appointments.
We are thankful for these indications of pro-
gress. And as thankful that some other things
remain as they were. The itinerancy is yet alive,
and we hope it will never die, while that fearful
itinerant the Devil, is going about, * seeking
whom'he may devour.” We make no apology

seemed never so beautiful, never so pleasing, as | for Methodism, for adopting one of the methods
when it ceased to irradiate our mortal hemis- | to do good, which Satan has long used in order

phére. Amid the ravages of disease which he [to do evil.

However we learned it from

saw and felt were making fatal inroads upon his |our Master, who * went about doing good.”
vital system ; and in view of the near approach The times have changed in some other respects,

of the king of terrors, he could say, * Iknow |or rather the people have changed.

Other

whom I bave believed, snd am persuaded that | churches hive caught the travelling fever, and
be is able to keep that which I have committed [ now cross our path in almost every direction.

to him, against that day.” He remarked to the
writer, one day, * I have sometimes such gleams
of heavenly light breaking in upon my soul, as
leaves no shadow of doubt, upon my mind, as
to their Divine origin. They come from above
to cheer us through the dark valley.” His con-
fidence seemed firm, and his peace abiding
throughout his protracted illness. Sometime
before his death he repeated the 189th hymn as
expressing the langusge apd emotions of his
beart,— . >
"4 Now I have found the ground wherein,” &e.,
Laying great stress upon the 3rd verse,—

% O Love, thou bottomless abyss !
My sins are swallowed up in thee ;
Covered is my unrighteousness,
Nor spot of guilt remains oh me,
While Jesu's b?nod tarcugh earth and skies,
Mercy, free, boundless mercy, criag
Socn after he was taken with violent hemorrhage,
arising from the rupture of a blood vessel in the
lungs, which ended his sufferings, and his sorow,
and admitted him, we doubt not, to the joy of
his Lord. G.W.T.

MRS. ISAAC LAWSON, OF MANCHESTER, N.S.

Died, at Manchester, on the 14th of August,
Mrs. Isaac Lawson, in the 86th year of herage.
Of the period in which Mrs. Lawson was con-
verted to God, end joined the Wesleyan church,
the writer has not the means of knowing ; but
from the frequency with which she was wont to
refer to her acquaintance with the early Wesleyan
ministers, who were stationed on this Circuit,
and her high appreciation of their labours ; she
is justly entitled to the designation of * an old
disciple.” The writer's acquaintance with her
commenced about 15 years ago, under circum-
stances not soon to be forgotten. Having been
sent by his Superintendent to M
young, inexperienced, and diffident, he found
himseil standiog in her kitchen, confronted by
8 crowd of unknown faces, who had gathered to
bear the word of life. He need scarcely say
that * in weakness, and in fear, and in much
trembling,” be endeavoured to preach Jesus
Christ and him ecrucified, after which he received
the most cordial welcome from herseif, and her
late nusband, who “ received all such that he

migtt be & fellow-belper to the truth,” and died
in bope of a better inheritance, about nine years
before his partner in life. The evening was
spent in pleasant, and profitable conversation, in
wii.ch be distinetly remembers several aneedotes,
rel-ted by his host and hostess, of the early
Methodist ministers, who were stationed on this
Circuit ; and was pointed to a tree in front of
their house, on a slight elevation, under the sha-
dow of which, the Rev. Robert Cooney had stood
and proclaimed, with an eloquence peculiarly his
oww, the saving truths of the gospel, to a crowd
of people whom the house would not contain.
He also re bers an lote of a sermon by
the Rev. Matthew Cranswick, delivered in the
same neighbourhood, if noton the same spot, to
a large and deeply impressed congregation, from
Isaish ix. 6. If the eye of that esteemed ser-
vant of God—whose portrait many were pleased
to see in the Magazine for July, and to recog-
nize in it the countenance of a much loved friend
and pastor—should glance over this notice, he
will rejoice to know—as the writer has been in-
formed from other sources as well—that that
discourse was blessed in the awakening and eox-
version of sinners ; and will be remembered
with gratitude, when the voice that delivered it,
shall cease to teach, and to preach the things
concerning the kingdom of God. Those who
can retain the remembrance of texts and ser-
wons, for such a length of years, were surely

haat.

minister, who can preach with such power and

profitted by them ; and honoured indeed il'tht%

T A A s

Wesley’s despised itinerants have taught some
men to use their legs, and horses too, for a better
purpose than either dancing or fox-hunting. It
does seem as if some would chase us out of the
field. Let them try; we are willing to contest
the point: We have been trained to the exer-
cise.” We love the itinerancy. We are quite
willing others should unite with us in a erusade
aguinst the common enemy, but we do not feel
disposed to give up our position in the van.
However tke pathway is open,—the foe is in
sight, —the Captain’s voice is heard,—the con-
queror’s prize 'glitters before us. The struggle
will soon’ terminate, and those who have won
most souls to God, will obtain the brightest
crown. The beneficial resulgs of the itinerancy,
direet, and indirect, cannot now be accurately
estimated. The open Books of the Great day,
and the ennals of eternity alome will declare
them.
There is another arrangement connected with
the itinerancy, peculiar to Wesleyans which in
the estimation of some good men, is of doubtful
expediency. We refer to_the regular and fre-
quent change of ministers. That it has worked
admirably, and succeeded remarkably in extend-
ing the interests of the Redetmer’s kingdom,—
the bistory of Methodism for 120 years, abun-
dantly testifies. And not oaly so but the various
hurches are b ing much more favoursbly
impressed with the usefuiness and excellence of
the system. It is evident however, that it will
work well only in a connexion. Methodism alone
is adapted to the successful working of this
wise arrangemeant. Otber churches are practically
adopting it to some extent, but the inconvenien-
cies, arising from the want of the establishment
of the system in their earlier history, are so
numerous and difficult to overcome, that it is not
probable any will adopt it, further than necessity
compels.

The supposed evils of this arrangement are,
—~ frequent disruption of the pastogh! tie, and
the social, domestic and pecuniary difficuliies as-
sociated with removals. That there is some
force in these objections we readily grant. But
thit they are more than counterbalanced by va-
rious benefits following from the system, we as
conscientiously and intelligently believe. We
would simply remark respecting these objections
that a satisfactory answer might be given to
each, which we have pot space or time to give
at present, except to observe, that the first, con-
u’!ming the pastoral relation, is not of much
weight. The pastoral tie may be as firm and as
strong after a six months acquaintauce, as after
six years, In proof we refer to the epistlesjof Paul.
Did any of the apostles remain more than three
years, at one place? And where do we find
stronger expressions of mutual attachment, be-
tween Pastors and people, than ingthese very
epistles ?

We briefly allude to some of the benefits
of a frequent change of ministers. 1. A. more
general distribution of the ministerial gifts Christ
bas bestowed upon his church. 2, The impulse of
variety,which is in aceordance with all the divine
arrangements in nature and grace. 3. The ten-
dency to preserve the mmnistry from undue at-
tachment to the world. 4. The easier adjust-
ment and removal of differences amongst church
members. 5. The constant employment of min-
isters, 6. The uninterrupted ministerial supply.
Other reasons might be given, but these are suf-
ficient to show that a travelling ministry, has
some decided advantages over that of a settled
pastorate. We would not, however, glory in
any system, however excellent, or contend for it,
unless it manifestly conduces to the adyancement
of truth and holiness in oar world. Both ar-
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iohe more than the othet Das eentributed to the
rapid extensiog of vital godliness, the other has
pot heen without effect; §8 conserving the prin-

8 @efending the walls of
. ] Yivalry amongst the
churches, lot it be in reference to “ doing good.”
that God in all things may be glorified, In the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages world
without end. Amen.

From our English Correspondent.
Removal of Ministers—Res. W. Ls Thorton's
raoluti«?;{l affecting the Ihurqu—luglod
gone abroad—Siate of Lancashire— The Har-
Pest.
LoxNpox Sept. 18¢th 1863,
The interest and excitement attendant upon
the ings of the Conference have now sub-
rlided. 1t is usual for allthe ministers to open
their commission in the Circuits to which they
have been newly appointed on the first Sundsy
in September. Formerly the day was the last
Sunday in August ; but of late years so early a

4 removal has been found inconvenient. - As the

position of Methodist ministers improves, and
there can be mo doubt that in various ways
their temporal position as a class of men bas ma-
terially improved of late,—the removal from Cir-
cuit to Circuit becomes a more onerous business.
Ir. the days when a couple of saddle bags and an
old box or two sufficed to stow away all the
« mobilia” of am Itinerant, he was ready at &
day’s notice to strike his tent, and turn his face
to whatever new sphere of labour the church
might appoint. But in these days the case is
different. Libraries and wardrobes and other
things equally tending to occupy space, are not
80 easily prepared for removal ; and it is not un-
likely that beforg many years have elapsed, the
time of changing Circuits will be extended a week
or two later than at present.

The mention of this subject naturally suggests
the question of Itinerancy. It has been mis-
takenly supposed that the Rev. W. L. Thornton,
in the resolution which he has two years in suc-
cession submitted to the Conference, has aimed
a first blow at the itinerant system as it at pre-
sent exists. Mr. Thornton disavows any inten-
tion of the kind. His principal aim is to enable
a minister who has laboured in a Circuit with ac-
ceptance and success, to return to the same Cir-
cuit within a shorter period than our usages at
present permit. At present seven years is the
soonest that a preacher can return to an old
circuit ; and as it is now almost universally the
case that they remain three yeers in a Circuit—at
any rate this is the case with such men as will]
be likely to secure invitations to re-otcupy an
old field of labour—it practically follows that
nine years is the limit within which they cannot
return. The proposition of Mr, Thornton is to
allow them to return at any period after twelve
months. There can be very little doubt that such
a proposal, if adapted by the Conference, would
be acted on in many cases. In proportion as
our societies and congregations assume the form
of regular and settled churches,they feel the need
of that peculiar kind of pastoral oversight which
can only be the result of personal knowledge ;
and there are instances at the present time in
which circuits are eagerly watching the result of
this motion, hopeful that next year they may be
able to re-invite their pastors who left them three
years ago. There is another branch of Mr.
Thornton’s proposal. At present no minister can
stay in the same town more than six years suo-
cessively. For instance, in London there are
now 14 Circuits. But any man haviug occupied
two of these Circuits in succession cannot take &
third. He must leave London and take his turn
in the provineces. This measure is opposed by the
bulk of the provincial brethren. They imagine
that it would effect a division of the ministers
into two classes, metropolitan and provincial
ministers ; that those stationed in London and
the other great towns will be sure to stay there,
and so deprive their brethren in the country of
the chance of taking their turn. There is per-
haps some force in this objeetion. But tte bye-
law which it is proposed to abolish was no part
of original Methodism. It was introduced 40 or
50 years ago, to prevent Richard Reace and an-
other or two ffom remaining in perpetuo in me-
tropolitan Circuits.

In domestic politics there is nothing stirring.
Parliament is not in session. ‘The Prince and
Princess of Wales are away in Scotland. Ouar
legislators are busy fishing and shooting and
yachting and running into every conceivable
corner of Europe, Asia, Africa and America.
The railway system is wonderfully extending it-
self all over Europe. Three years ago it was a
good twelve days work to read Madrid ; you
may now reach it from London in 48 hours. In
the time of the Crimean war it took a month to
reach Constantinople ; you may now take a first
class ticket at London Bridge for twenty guineas,
booked all the way, to arrive in six days ; nor
do they ever vary, I believe, from the time.
Englishmen never travelled as they do now.
There is not a barrister nor an attorney in a de-
cently lucrative praetice who is just mow to be
found at home. Some are trying to climb up
Mount Blanc ; others are catching salmon on
the coast of Norway ; others are gone to Jeru-
salem, to scamper through Palestine ; others are
asleep in boats on the Nile ; and others'are off
to hunt tigers in Algeria. You must not expect
anything in the shape of home news of interest
in the month of September, when all England
is gone abroad.

It is bighly satisfactory to know that the pros-
pects of the cotton operatives in Lancashire for
the coming winter are somewkat less gloomy
than had been anticipated. That there will bga
great amount of want of employment is certain.
More than 150,000 hands this woment
wholly out of employ, and & number
are employed on short time. And these num-

bers, instead of diminishing, are likely to in-
crease as winter approaches. Still, it is net so
appalling as the circumstances of last winter ;
and there is more than half a million sterling in
hand of the contributions towards relieving their
distress. Besides this, an Aet of Parliament
having been passed ensbling the boards of guar-
dians of the poer throughout Lancashire to bor-
row money on the faith of the local rates in
fature years, there will be no difficulty in provid-
ing a sufficient amount of money to meet the
case ; and thus, as is right and proper, Lanca-
shire itself will bear the remainder of the burden,
taxing itself in subse quent years for the reliefof
the distress in this. The operatives continue
in the same wonderful state of order, coptent-
ment, and good behaviour, and in many in-
stances their privations appear to have been
sanctified:to their conversion. This has been
especially the case in Preston, a town of 80,000
inhabitants, where the distress has been se-
verest. 'The places of worship are thronged ;
great numbers have been awakened and com-
verted ; and many bave cause to say, with a
peculiar emphasis, * Before 1 was afflicted 1
went astray, but now have I kept thy word.”

The harvest in Eagland has been one of the
most abundant ever known. Not only is the
quantity abuadant, but the gquality is far above
the average, and the condition in which the great
bulk has been gathered in, is really superb. The
new wheat, just carried into the barn, or.lsid on

Py aered g od
e il o G
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obliged to wait for an official intimation before
they can pour out their hearts in thenksgiving.

Letter from Scotland.

From eur own Correspondent.
‘Sheffiel, the towsr in which the Methodist
Conference has recently held its sittings,

not more for its steel manufactures than fortbe?

warm-hearted charscter of its population. Me-
thodism has long been & power ia'it, having
many noble-hearted men connected with it-and
being possessed of several large and commodi- |
ous ¢ It has slways heartily entertained |
the , and by the hospitality sgain
manifested, it has fully maintsined its former re-
putation.

Since the last Conference was beld in Sheffield
great changes have taken place amongst the oc-
cupants both of the platform and of the pew.
Waell do we remember the venerable forms of Drs.
Bunting and Newton, as also the speaking and
expressive countenance of one, oft found in op-
position,—Dr. Beaumont. Some, who were even
at that time of considerable eminence, still sur-
vive, but bear on them the marks which’ age
brings with it ; every year however has pushed
others into notice, and certainly the presence of
such ministers as Messrs. Waddy, 'rest, Osborn,
Thornton, Arthur, Wiseman, James, Punshon,
and Rigg, gives indication of the vitality of Me-
thodism and of the connexion of those with it
who are admirably sdapted to promote its inter-
ests. It is apparent that whilst so much does
not rest upon the shoulders of one or two Breth-
ren as beretofore, the work is not less efficiently
performed.

In the Methodist Conferenee, where so much
Connexional business must be transacted, there
is very little room for speech making. No op-
portunity is afforded for speeches of any length,
as in other legislative Bodies that might be nam-
ed, and consequently the debating power known
to be possessed by some of its members is sel-
dom manifested. It is but rarely that the Confer-
ence is drawn into any discussion ; but even then
few_can gain the ear of the Body and the pres-
sure of business compels the President to close
the debate when not a few might desire its con-
tinuance.

The Conference which, under the able Presi-
denoy of the Rev. Dr. Osborn- has terminated its
sittings at Sheffield, has been one in which con-
siderable prominence bas been given to the
Foreign Missionary movement. This may be
sceounted for, on the ground of the growing im-
portance of missions and the arrangements ne-
cessary to be made in connection with the cele-
bratien of the Jubilee year. A ScottishjEpiscopal
Bishop recently declared Foreign Missions a
comparative failure,—on what data we know not,
but had he besn present at the public meeting in
Sheffield which was addressed by representatives
from different parts of the world, and amongst
the reast by Rev. Mr. Allison, be would not, we
are persuaded, have hazarded such an assertion
in reference to the Methodist missions.

The Home Missionary movement which owes
s0 much to the Ex-President Rev. C. Presty is
steadily recommending itself to the sympathy
and hearty support of the Connexiom, and is
strengthening the bold which the foreign work
bas acquired. Sufficient proof of this appeared
in the Report read and statements made, whilst
the conviction is despening that Methodism must
be aggressive to hold its own and accomplish its
mission. Remarkable success has attended the
efforts of some of the Ministers engaged in this
work. In omepart ot Londen a new circuit has
been formed and » considerable membership al-
ready poquired, whilst in meny parts of the Con-
nexion the Gospel has proved itself adequate to
effect what nothing else could accomplish.

The discussion which arose on the Edueation-
al movements of the Body, elicited some little
difference of opinion as to the appointment of a
Minister to visit the schools throughout the Con-
nexion. Rev. J. Scott, the Principal of the Trair-
ing College at Westminster, who 1s looked up to
as a sort of Nestor by the Conference, was very
pressing on this point and also strongly urged
upon the Brethren the desirableness and the ne-
cessity of giving more attention to the schools
in the different Circuits. The appointmeant of a
Minister was objected to, by some, on the ground
of its being likely to interfere with a Seperinten-
dent in the work of a circuit, whilst by others,
the multifarious duties of Ministgrs were regard-
ed as preciuding the attention being paid to the
schools which is so desirable. We regard how-
ever the appointment of a Minister to give his
exclusive attention to this department, as but de-
layed for aseason, and comsider that a suitable
Minister will be found who will discharge this de-
licate and responsible duty with credit to himself
and sdvantage to the Connexion. It is gratify-
ing to know that the Educational institutions and
schools continue to exhibit improvement notwith-
standing the changes introduced into the Educa-
tional eode during the last session of Parliament,

The Conference had also just cause of satisfac-
tion in the improved state of the Chapel Proper-
ty and in the number of new Chapels erected
without debt.

Amidst much that was éncouraging, the Con-
ference was not without causes of regret. One
was found in the insufficient support given to the
Theological Institutions. We consider however
that as their claims are to be brought more ful-
19 before the Connexion, and as the advantages
of Ministerial training are now more distinctly
recognised by the people, that mext year will
manifest considerable improvement. Another
and one of still much greater regret, was found
in the small increase to the miembership of the
Society. It was felt that ina time of peace and
with such an extended organization, greater re-
sults ought to biave been witnessed. The best
sign, undoubtedly, in connexion with this matter,
was what the President pointed out, the sorrow
thereby. occasioned. Some valuable remarks
were made on the subject of preaching by Rev.
T. Jackson, W. Arthur, and by the Ex-Presi-
deat in his charge, which we hope will not be lost
sight of during the year.

Some of the friends will be gratified by the
sentiments expressed respecting the circulation
of Methodist literstare (including in this term
the Review, newspapers, &c., as well as the Ma-
gasine) inasmuch as they serve to show that the
Conference is fully alive to the power of the
press and to the influence it is fitted to exert on
ita interests, .

The sermons preached were regarded as equal
to those of previous years, whilst some of them
were attended with unusual power, and will long
be remembered by those who heard them.

In drawing our remarks to & Wose, we may
say that M the Conﬁmm, m over
by Rev. Dr. Osborn; was not characterived by
much that is new in legislation, yet the real wants
of the Connexion have besn miet and some mat-
ters advanced s step nearer o 'settlement. Cons.
siderable difference of opinion ‘prevailed in" the
election of the President. ' We believe ‘however,
that as Dr. Osborn manifested his fitness for the

the stack, is absolutely drier and sownder and |ofies whilst in the chair, s0 he-will continue to
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it 9 himself the honors and

respomsibilities offios to Rev. W. L. Thorn.
ton, M. A., who Stems by the Iarge number of

votes given Ml designated as the future Presi-

dent.

Newport Circuit.

{  MgR. EDITOR,—We have just finished holding
| our Missionary Meetings, for the Newport Cir-

cuit. Rev. John S, Addy preached two excellent
sermons on the SBunday, which were listened to
th deep interest and profit. On Monday Bro.
England came to our help. It so happened we
were all three Yorkshiremen, and we had blessed,
lively good meetings, so that some person in
the congregation cried out *“ Yorkshiremen for
ever.” The friends did nobly in supporting the
mission cause, for notwithstanding the great loss
the farmers have sustained in the disease in the
potatoes, and the weevil in the wheat, we are
likely to do full better than last year. I thought
I would afford the people at the outskirts of the
Circuit an opportunity to give something towards
helping to send the gospel to the Heathen, so I
preached a sermon oa the subject, at Highfield,
and got $4 collection, $2,50 subscribed, and the
night afier the brethren had left us, I preached a
Missionary sermon at Ardoise and got 817,50
subscribed for the good cause.

I hope all the Circaits in the district will go
ahead of last year, and generously come up to
the belp of the Lord to the help of the Lord,
against the mighty.

WILLIAM SMITHSOX.

Newport Sept. 26th 1863,

Wallacé and Pugwash Circuit.

Mz. EprTor,—Some people have a great pas-
sion for seeing their names in print. I trust
however that neither yourself nor your numerous
and intelligent readers will be disposed to judge
thus of your servant; for to tell you the truth,
““ necessilas me compellat,” and there is no other
alternative for me than to write an article for the
‘Wesleyan, so that our people generally may know
by the big things we are doing, that Methodism
is not dead in Wallace or Pugwash. On the
16th of last month, the good people of Wallace
gave a tea meeting upon the grounds of Stephen
Fulton, Esq's. late residence. And certainly if
I should sttempt a description of the good things
there displayed, or of the better people who pre-
pared them, of the very respectabls gathering
whe destroyed them, I should fail utterly. Suf-
fice it to say, the query “ Aint you glad you
came ” received universally an affirmative ans-
wer. Our good brother—Baptist—Dr. Clay, af-
ter tea, gave one of his peculiarly happy and
telling speeches, chaining his audience as he is
wont, and making all Christians feel “ how good
and pleasant it is for brethren to dwecll together
in unity.” A refreshment table was provided in
the Temperance Hall by those not taking tables,
and though extravagantly supplied with every
good thing—to the honor of generous hearts and
strong stomachs be it said—every edible thing
was disposed of, and even wreaths and bunches
of flowers were sold to enbance if possible the
beauty that so largely reigned. The receipts in
all amounted to nearly $160, which is to be laid
out it psinting our chapel and liquidating the
debt still due apon it.

The young ladies of our congregation at Pug-
wash formed a society last June for preparing
articles for a fancy sale, so as to procure there-
by an instrament for the choir. On the 24th
ult., having secured the co-operation’of a few of
the elder Tadies, they beld their fancy sale, gave
a tea meeting, had a magnificen: refreshment ta-
ble, and, at nine in the evening, brought forth
as fine a supper as is seldom seen. No descrip-
tion of which I am capable could do justice to the
efforts of our very enterprising young ladies.
You should have seenthe tables to form any idea
of the thirigs produced—whether fancf or sub-
stantial. It seemed as though fairy fingers had
been busy much longer than three months, into
such & multitude of forms of beauty were the ar-
ticles for sale wrought. Suffice it to say if any
Camlebs in search of a wife should in his travels
bring up in Pugwash, he will need to go no far-
ther, for bere, youth, beauty, and utility, combine
to furnish him with the object of his search. The
sum realized from all quarters amounted to $328.
A very fine Melodeon, for whioh $120 have been
paid, is already set up, and there is a balance of
$208 in the hands of our young ladies to be
expended for chapel purp I think, for ali I
| bave yet seen ip your paper, we can lay claim to
being the first as we have been the last. Such
a result following the patriotic efforts of the
young ladies of our congregation is very satisfac-
tory, and we cannot refrain from giving expres-
sion to the earnest prayer, that while we have
been so highly blessed in matters temporal per-
taining to the church, we may not be denied the
richer influences of the Holy Spirit, so that be-
ing quickened in our spiritual life ,the fruits of
of the Spirit may abound in us more and more.

I cannot refrajpn from just saying another word
in reference to a temperance demonstration we
were favored in having here on the 29th ult. the
21st anniversary of the order of the Sons. The
Pugwash Division gave a reception to the Wal-
lace and Temple Divisions and having discussed
to their satisfaction a tes that would satisfy the
most fastidious, the members of the Order in re-
galia, and the daughters as well, repaired to the
Baptist Church, where appropriate and stirring
speeches were given by Dr. Clay, Rev..R. E.
Crane, Messrs. Woodland and Rogers. The
meeting was of a very interesting eharacter
throughout, ar.d intensely so, when Dr. Clay in
a most withering manner denounced the rum
traffic and its supporters. Pugwash will lose no-
thing by this imposing Temperance demonstra-
tion, and it is fervently to be prayed for, that
every effort looking towards moral reform may be
attended by the influence of the Bpirit, without
which every humen effort must of necessity be
fruitiess.

Pugwash Oct. 1 1863.

J.A.C.

Canadian Correspondence.

Dear Mr. Editor,—According to promise we
sit down and commence a letter, addressed to
Mr. Editor, but designed as a friendly greeting,
not to Mr. Editor alone, but to many dear friends,
ministers and others, in the Lower Provinces.
We love the land of our adoption with its smil-
ing valleys and its inland seas ; its free institutions
and its open Bible; but we have not forgotten the
land of our birth so fruitful in giving to the world
men of renown, not our self included, we love the
Conference which numbers us bne among its five
or six bhundred ministers; but we shall ever
therish fively resolutions of the Conference within
the boundaries of which, with fear and tremblin r'a
we commenced to preach Christ. As children of
ome common parent and exulting in one honored
ancestry our interests, aims, and hopes are iden-
tical, we enforce the same discipline, believe the
.unodoctnno.,, ines, and preach the same gospel ; and
Jthenbenymulmon' if unpardonable as the
expression of a strong desire to spread scri
holiness oyer the land. e

Qur Conference Yeareommenoces suspicious]
and in every department of the work there nyo’
indications of vitality and power. As a connexion
we never-bad moze churebes or more
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& more infidential laity * Bold to teke up, and
firm t6 sustain the consecrated cross.” The ap-
paratus for doing good was never more eom-
plete, the marching of the church nevet so per-
fect, and in somc localities there is earnest
expectation of @ great revival. This is now the |
want of the Wesleyar. Church in Canada a great
revival, not peculiar to any instrumentality, not |
confined to this locality or that, but wide spread |
and universal, resulting in the conversion and |
sanctification of tens of thousands of souls. Not|
that the Wesleyans of this conference are|
strangers to revival power. Every year there is |

ings have been more than ordinarily owned of |
God in the conversion of souls the present |
Conference year. Recently we attended one\‘
near Tamworth, a rising village 35 miles from |
Kingston and situated on the line that separate |
the lone bridle path from the macadamized road,
and the long shanty from tbe comfortable dwell- |
ing house. From its very commencement there |
were manifestations of divine power, and it was
progressing gloriously. We hear, too, of con-
versions in the ordinary means, and are cheered
by such indications for good on our own Circuit.
Are not these then the gentle footsteps of our

MEmmanual which precede His coming in mighty

and overwhelming power to save?

Some of our missionaries endure great hard-
ships. At the Tamworth Camp Meeting we met
a Brother of our District who had travelled 756
miles over a tract of country to a great emtent
uncultivated, to be present at the meeting. Since
Conference be has se-n but one lamp and one
solitary candle—ar . the largest house on the
mission to accommodate father, mothers, and
three chi'dren and the Missionary is orly twelve
feet equare—and the nearest post office is 25
miles distant. In the trials and difficulties of
such men there is a display of real heroism,—
and although unknown to fame—their names
and the records of their noble deeds are register-
ed on high.

The arrangements made at Conference for
the removal of the debt which for years has crip-
pled and crushed our University are progressing
favourably. In the financial meetings of the va-
rious Districts the assessment system is meeting
with a hearty response and a cheerful compliance
with its requirements. The Brethren are united
and energetic in this movement—and determin-
ed to hear no more of debt in connegtion with
Victoria College. Dr. Aylsworth, the agent ap-
pointed by Conference, for industry, energy and
perseverance can hardly be excelled, and isdoubt-
less the right man in the right place. If at the
present time there be one movement among us
of more importance than another it is that which
proposes to raise $3000 to free at once and for-
ever our University from all finaneial embarrase-
ment. Occupying a high and honourable position
as a literary,institution ; recognized by hundredy
of gifted and literary men in the varieus profes-
sions,and other occupations of life as their “alma-
mafer ;” and at the present imparting to hun-
dreds of others the blessing of a sound education

prized the fair young flowers, and how he would
h"t_k first greem leaves gathered and placed
around his bed. He is powowhere the flowers
are ugfading. By the river of life he is twinin

immortal wreaths, and garlands that never vmhz.
er. That summer passed, and autumn came ; but
where was she who had gathered and placed the
bright green leaves by the bedside of her dying
brother. Alas, scarcely had the sunny dyes of
summer given place to the variegated bue¢s of
autumn ere she too passed away from earth. Af
ter a tew short days sickness she was borne to

her last resting place. Close by the side of her

much rejoicing over precious souls won to Christ. | sleeping brother we laid her down to rest, there
But We want a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost | to remain until the resurrection morning calls her
e‘x!e.ndmg over the whole country and affecting | forth, not ae a dying mortal, but a bright and
all classes M;‘d conditioans of society. In answer | glorious being in the kingdom of our Father,
to.eunest prayer and mighty faith may it come ! Ab, there are many withered flowers in the gar-
this year. The prospect of an extraordinary  dens here below., This earth is. rife with the
work of God, is certainly encouraging. So far | ruins of deeay. Wander where we may, in the
as our personal knowledge extends, camp meet- | sunny climes of earth or among her cold and

cheerless regions, by the streamlets grassy bor
ders, or wpon the banks of the mighty river,—in
the cottages of the poor and lowly, surrounded
by rural beauties, or in the palaces of the rich
and mighty, adorned with silken hangings and
golden tapestries, —the unmistakable signs of de
cay greet us upon every hand.

Go search the whole creation through

Go linger 'mid her vine-clad bowers,
And yet, a withering blight i< found,
To blast the beauty of her flowers.
O, were this earth our only resting place, how
dark and drear thi« life would be. How sooth-
there is a land where the brightness is undimmed,
where sorrows shall no longer mingle with our
joys, where hopes and fears shall cease to blend;
where sickness and sighing shall be forever done
away; and where—
“ Even death itself shall die.”

There we shall not have to gaze in sadness up
on the fading glories of summer, or mourn over
the grave of departed loved ones. There the
river of life is eternally flowing while upon its
banks grow the trees of life clad in immortal ver
dare. There too are psalms and harps, and
erowns of dazzling brightness. There flowers, too
pure and delicate for earth, tlourish in undying
bloom. There countless hosts from the great
battle field of life, unite with angels to celebrate
the praises of heaven.
May we, then, while contemplating the uuiver
sal decay stamped upon all things earthly, be led
to mourn over our own sinful natures, and to
seek for help from a higher power than that of
earth. All things in nature must die and pass
away, bat the soul can never die. The universe
itself may become annihilated and cease to be,
but the soul is unperishable and shall endure,
when the earth andl all therein shall have crum
bled to atoms. Trve we may barter the soul
away to satisfy the desires of our own evil na
tures, still it undying and shall exist,—
) “Long as etermal ages roll.’

If then the soul is so valuable and can never
die, should not we be very careful to know vpon
what foundation our hope of heavan is founded.
The last of life may not be far distant. Perhaps
ere the light of the now departing: summer shall
pass from the brow of the distant horizon we may
be called away from earth. It such indeed should
be the case, (God grant that our sun may not go
down amid clouds and darkness, but may we re-

upon Christian principle, it will be a proud day
for the gnterprising individual who eriginated
the scheme, for the Conference which matured
and endorsed it, and for the noble-minded and
liberal people whoare now freely contributing of
their means to bring i £0 a suggessiul ognemmgy-
mation, when Victoxis College shall be feund
free of debt—and be presented as a whole offer-
ing, without mutilation and encumbrance to the
Wesleyan Church, to our country and to God.
When it recollected that Dr. Aylsworth is only
cemmencing his canvas, and that ¢en thousand
dollars are already subscribed by good men snd
true, no one can doubtfor a moment the ultimate
success of the enterprise.

The Provincial exhibition of the agricultural
association of Upper Canada 1s being held in
Kingston this week. We strolled through the
grounds this morning. The arrangements are
upon a very grand scale, and there is accomoda-
tion for an immense number of spectators.
Among sheep there are fine specimens of the
South Down and Leicester, and in cattle the
Durhams,Herefords and Galloways shew to very
good advantage. Ing agricultural implements
there is a decided improvement upon other years.
And in the fine arts there is a display of much
that is rare and beautiful. There will doubtless
be present a vast multitude of people to see and
be seen’; and I suppose more or less of wicked-
ness and crime.

In this part of Canada we have suffered the
present season from a severe and protracted
drought, and the crop, of consequence is to a
great extent a failure. Wells never known to
fail before have gone dry ; and among cattle par-
ticularly there has been a great deal of suffering.
This with the drought of the previous summer,
and more or less stagnation in trade in conse-
quence of the American war, makes money scarce
and the times very hard.

The boys this way, who read the Wesleyan,
want to know who Peter Peoplepainter is, and
whether Photographville is in Nova. Scotia or
New Brunswick. ha

Hoping this pleasure again, yours sinoerely.

J. HERBERT STARR.

Waterloo, Kingston, Sep. 22nd.

Reflections on ths last of Summer.
Farewell to S:n me°rs gorgeous hue’s,
Its pleasant showers, its pearly dews;
Its sunay days, 50 calm and bright,
Again have vauished from our might.

The Summer is ended. Autumn has overtaken
A few flowers still remain as if to remind us
how lovely summer was; but their glory is fast
departing. Even now the husbandman has gone
forth with sickle in hand to gather in tbe yellow
harvest. Bending fruit trees, choicely laden,
shew that the time for the ingathering of fruit
has come. The forest trees are fast changing
their garb of green for one of red and yellow.
The first dead leaves are beginning to fall, and
soon the autunifial winds will sigh a requiem o’er
the graves of summer.

us.

No one can gaze upon the fading glories of
this the brightest season of our year, and watch
the gradual decay attending its departure, but
must feel a touch of sadness while contemplating
the scene. A few short weeks ago, our earth
was teeming with myriads of floral tribes, while
“forest, glen, and woody glade,” resounded
with the merry songs of feathered warblers. How
bright, how calm, how glorious was that golden
summer time. Gaily and with a bounding step
the child went forth amid the forests dark reces-
ses in search of wild bouquets,while those of riper
years, listened with pleasure to the joyous echo
of their gladsome voices. But the scene is chang-
ed. Instead of clustering wreaths there are
withered garlands ; where the rose once bloom-
ed, thorns only remain. 1love to think of sum-
mers past. Their memory has ever to me a
hallowed influence ; for it was at the commence-
ment of a glorious summer season that a darling
brother died. All through the spring months he
pined and languished, then just as summer had
begun to diwn we gathered around to see him

[diev Swoet beother, I remember how mush he
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alize, as the shadows of death gather closely
around us, that * There is light beyoud.”
P.A. M.
East Branch, Sept. 18th 1863

L ‘ '
)+ Am‘Emstitution never Obsolete.

- The question is sometifiies asked whetber, in
these later times, the pulpit has not lost some-
thing of the relative importance and power which
it once possessed. No doubt, illustrious examples
can be cited from the past, of what has been ef-
fected by it, with which the present has notaing
that can be compared. Luther, in his pulpit,
had Furepe for his andience. Some of the great-
est minds of Christendom were among his Wit-
tenburg hearers. Whitefleld could electrify
thousands by his eloquence. The old ministers
of New England, almost popes in their parishes
spoke from the pulpit with the authority almost
of law.

And it is true that in these times the pulpit has
lost its fogmer position as almost the sole teach-
er of morsls and religion. Institutions who as-
sume to rival it have sprung up. There were no
Quarterly Reviews in the days of Cotton Mather.
There were no weeekly religious journals when
Whitefield published his own diaries as the bul-
letins of his religious campaigns. At the date
of Emmons’ celebrated Jeroboam sermon, the
popular lecturer was not abroad. In those days
there was no railroad, no telegrapb, no daily
press sending its issues to the humblest villages
of the land. A clergyman’s opinion, even on
political questions; was regarded as of more
weiglit than that to which it is now entitled. He
belonged to & more distinct class. A kind of
veneration hedged him about, which the rougher
contact with the world, peculiar to these times,
would soon wear off.

We have been diligent, moreover, in inventing
new methods of instruction, both for young and
old. We have tract societies on a grand scale,
graduated to various tastes, denominational and
ethical. We have colporteurs, by scores, travers-
ing the land, and scatrering abroad the leaves
for the healing of the nutions. We have Sundey
schools, Mission schools and Bible classes that
are intended to reach all classes of the young.
We have high schools and select schools, which
assume to impart more or less religious instruc-
tion. In fact, the spirit of improvement which,
in secular mgtters, has triumphed successively
in turnpikes, plank roads, canals and railrroads,
has been enlisted in the sphere of religious effort,
and, under the shelter and shadow of the pulpit,
have sprung up instittitions and instrumental-
ities that assume to divide its sphere, and oc-
cupy, to some extent, the same ground.

It would not have be:n surprising, then if the
pulpit should have lost in relative power ll.ld
importance. To say nothing of the larger dif-
fusion of general intelligence in the present age,
bringing the average of an audience nearer to
the preachers level, he: has rivals in these times
which once did not exist. What would Flavel or
Bunyan have said to Hall's remark, that he bad
to read the new publications and Reviews with
the greatest diligence in order to keep ahr'eui’
with the intelligen? portion of his congregation’
Indeed, considering how the old melhods.of art
and science have been displaced by new inven-
tion, it would mot have seemed surprisiog 10
many that the pulpit should have been luperufd'
ed, if new and improved methods of religious in-
struetion should have thrown it into the back-
ground, c;r made it obsolete—like hand l.ooml in
these days of Manchester and Lowell spindles.

And yet, in spite of all charges that have oc-
curred, we question whether the power of the
pulpit, as a general thing, was ever greater .thll
it is to-day. Its sphere, in certain d{recnol\'o
may be more limited. It may be sutgect_pd w0
far more of what may be regarded as rivalrl-
The veneration that was once felt for the
and clerical vestments may have largely P
away. The secular and religious press s/
take up discussions which were omce left -t
exclusively to the pulpit, and yet we believe
ltb expeiencs of the present sge ie demontirsts
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ing then it is to .oow that beyond this world,
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