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** NOTHING BUT LEA\'ES."

BY MARY E. HERBERT.

. ‘* And when he came to it, he found noth-
ing but leaves.—Muark, xi. 13.
‘‘ Nothing but leaves. Oh, Saviour grant,
That not to me these words be spoken,—
But-now the gracious influence send,
Of inward life, a blessed token

‘* Nothing but leaves.” Alas, alas,
My spirit sighs with vain endeavor,
To find throughout the barren past,
Much fruit that shall endure forever.

‘* Nothing but leaves.” Thy grace alone,
Can make me wise, and strong, and holy.
Here then, in me vouchsafe to work,
While to Thy band I yield me solely.

** Nothing but leaves.” Let fruit abound,
In clusters rich, lest, sadly grieving,

I, when thou passest by, should be

A fruitless tree, thy curse receiving.

Dartmouth, N. 8. Oct. 81st, 1871,
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DOCTRINAL SKETCHES.—No. 21.

SANCTIFICATION—ITS NATURE.

The experience of pardon constitutes a
turning poiot in the history of the saved.
Inexpressibly joyous and no less sacred is
the hour when faith first realizes its object,
and a vital union is effected between the
sinner and his Saviour. That design of
God, which gave direction as well to all
H's providential dealings as to the visita-
tions of His Holy Spirit, is now, at least in
part, accomplished; ** This my son was
cead and is alive agaiu; he was lost and
is found !”  The believing penitent himself
18 conscious of the greatness of the change
which has passed upon him. Out of dark-
uess, he has emerged iato ** marve'lous
light.” Guilt is cancelled. The terrible
dread of final punishment exists no more.
In his heart the love of God is shed abroad,
and his lips are opened to declare, “ O
Lord I will praise thee ; though thou wast
angry with me, thine ‘anger is turned away,
and thou comfortedst me.”

But it were wrong to suppose that the
work of grace is finished, or that its com-
pletion is even virtually secured by this act
of the divine goodness. There still remains
much to be done in the soul of the believer
True, that he is delivered from the power
of sin, but it is the purpose of God that he
should be cleansed from all its indwellings
and defilement. He is enabled now to walk
in newness of life, but it is the will of God
that he should be sanctified wholly, and be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Henceforth he must
guard the sacred trust which has been com-
mitted to him. He must diligently use his
every talent for the glory ot God. And he
must seek for the full renewal of his nature,
and the entire-consecration of his powers
and possessions, that he may present the
whole, a living sacrifice, holy and accept-
able to the Lord. To obtain this grace is
the privilege of every true believer; but if
destitute of this holiness, ** no man shall see
the Lord.”

The proper idea of sanctification involves
three distinct elements.  First there is sep-
aration to the service of God. Next there
is the endowment with the grace and power
of the Holy Spirit. Theu there is the
dedication and-employment of our various
faculties according to the dictates of reveal-
ed truth. To secure this result, onthe part
of His followers, was the end of our Sa-
viour’s appearance in the flesh, of His suf-
ferings aud death, and of his resurrection
and ascension to the right hand of the
majesty on high. Thus His solemn appeal
uanto the Father: * For their sakes I sanc-
tify myself, that they also might be sancti-
fied through the truth.”

Now let us see how this answers to the
condition and character of true believers.

It is claimed as their spiritual birthright.
“Ye are washed, ye are sanctified,” said
St. Paul} to the members of the Church at
Corinth.  The believing Hebrews he styles
** holy brethren”—** Saints” is the term
which be commonly uses in his epistles to
the several churches, and which iondicates
that as many as had trusted in Christ had
been set apart and sealed as his peculiar
property. So, agaiu, St. Peter, in address-
ing the Jewish cooverts to Christianity,
calls them **elect according to the fore-
kuowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience
and sprinkling of the blood ot Jesus Christ ;”
and elsewhere, borrowing his figure from
the sacred tribe of Levi, designates them
**a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ.””  To the same purpose are the
words of St. John, ** Beloved, now are we
the souns of God, aund it doth not yet appear
what we shall be ; but we know that when
he shall appear we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is. Anund every

man that hath this hope in Him, purifieths

himselt even as He is pure.”

The very fact of regeneration implies all
the elements of sanctification as above sta-
ted. To whom is the Spirit of God impar-
ted? Ouly to those who come out and are
separate from an ungodly world. Repen-
tance is the renunciation of sin, and of
satan’s yoke, Faithin the Redeemer is an
unreserved surrender of the whole man to
be cleansed from the stains of guilt, and to
Le endowed with ** power from on high.”
Aud ouly when this surrender and sacrifice
is unreserved does the holy anointing de-
sceud upon the soul. Then, however, it
iuvariably does; and from that moment
the believer is *‘ created in Christ Jesus
uoto good works, which . God hath before
ordained, that we should walk io them.”

But though the work of sanctification be-
gins with the ¢ washing of regeneration
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost,” yet
is it ot perfected at once. Unholy dispo-
sitions and tendencies will still lurk within
the heart. Faith in Christ and the power
of the Holy Spirit may hold them in check,
may weaken them, and at the same time
serve for the developement and increase of
the graces of the new birth. Nevertheless,
a further work is necessary : sin must be
wholly purged from our nature. We must
perfectly possess and exemplify the miod
which was in Christ Jesus. -Our whole
spirit, and soul, and body, may not only be
made holy, but, despite the evil influences
of a wicked age, despite the subtlety and

power of our adversary the devil, despite
even our own natural infirmities, all ma
be preserved spotless and pure till the Lord
shall come. And this is the end to be kept
constantly in view by the christian. He
may not look back, loviagly, or regretfully
on the sins or follies of his ugregenerate
state—he is separate. He may not loiter
in the way, or rest contented with the grace
which he has attained—he is a partaker of
the spirit of power, of love, and of a sound
mind. He may not feebly, or spasmodi-
cally lay himself out for the acquisition of
per'fect love, or the illustration of it in his
eutire deportment—he is not his own ; he
is pledged, dedicated, given wholly away

resolutions, he will not seek simply to grow
in grace, but endeavour to attain the mea-
sure of the stature of a perfect man in
Christ. This oue thing will he do. And
to achieve his purpose, he will, like the
great apostle of the Gentiles, count all
things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of his almighty Redeemer.

It is worthy of our consideration, too,
that the commencement of the work is the
earnest of its fulfilment. He who saves in
part can save completely. Regeneration
is the iofusion of an entirely new life into
the soul; but entire sauctification is the
perfection of a life already consciously eu-
Joyed. It must further be the desire and
intention ot the author of all our good to
finish within us that new creation which re-
flects so fully His own glorious image. He
who says, ‘‘ Be ye holy, for I am holy,”
will surely perfect that which concerneth
us. The giver of promises, exceeding great
and precious, cannot deny his own word,
on which He hath caused us to hope. Well
then may we he ‘‘ coufident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good
work” in us, ** will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ.”

C.s.

GUYSBOROUGH CORRESPONDENCE.

SKETCH OF TWO SERMONS PREACHED BY THE
REV. JOHN CASSIDY.

It is the custom of those who travel to hear
the great-orators. When in New York, Beech-
er must be heard; in London, Spurgeon’s ta-
bernacle must be attended, and when we get
where Punshon is, he claims our attention;
and another voice is raised to swell the praise
of the great speakers.  Why cannot we who
attend the ministry of the Word of Life in our
own churches declare that there are ministers
in_our Conference who can preach too ? There
are men who have enlisted in the work of God,
not because they wish to make a great name,
or to win renown in the world, but because
they have been called of God to proclaim the
Word ot Life, and who do proclaim that Word
by Divine belp, with much earnestness, inten-
sity of feeling, depth of thought and eloquence
of language. We do not here wish to refer to
those who recite the productions of other
preachers ia a pleasing manner, so as to arrest
the attention and soothe the mind, which we
know is too much done, for they are notto be
considered as having any claim whatever to the
title of honest workmen who need not to be
ashamed.

It was my pleasing lot, last Sabbath, to lis-
ten to two sermons preached by Rev. J. Cassi-
dy of Guysborough.

Perhaps it may not be just forus to give an
outline of these sermons, as we feel we eannot
do justice to them; as in the morning service
particularly, every sentence was loaded with
some weighty truth, and one truth followed an-
other, until the whole system of experimental
Christianity was included, beginning at the en-
tering of light into the soul of man, and end-
ing not in the salvation of man. but in the glo-
ry ot God.

The sermons wcre delivered in the peculiar
style of the preacher, with a marked degree
of originality and earnestness. The texts were
expounded until almost cvery word appeared
to carry weight and bave some grand truth en-
tolded in it.

1 may, however, perbaps be allowed to at-
tempt a briet outline, though it certaialy will
be a very imperfect one.

The text in the morning was Ephesians i.
18—14. He first stated that Christianity has
its bistory in the world, and it was always pro-
fitable to trace that history, and to see in its
development, if according to God's Word the
light bas shown itself to be a correct light or a
deception.  Also if it was perverted, if God's
Word was not true. Both results bave been
shown. Sometimes when the Gospel bas been
imparted in purity it has been perverted —the
precious seed has been blighted, and the effect
most distressing. In other cases the Word bas
been received in simplicity, developed in pow-
er, and has grown up to God’s glory.

Trath grows from small beginnings. It was
s0 in Ephesus. Paul touches it in his second
missionary journey, but promises to visit it
again, which he did in his third journey, and re-
mained there two years, teaching and preach-
ing the Word of Life. He tound there a par-
tial opening, as some of John's disciples were
there. He asked them, ** Have ye received
the Holy Ghost since ye believed ?” they an-
swer, ** we have not so much as bheard that
there is a Holy Ghost,” which showed the dark-
pess of Jobn's ministry, although it intimated
such light and pointed to it. Paul opens to
those disciples the gospel more fully. John's
ministry had produced great results, even in
distant Ephesus his disciples were to be found,
and had prepared tke way for the rising of the
Sun of Righteousness. To those disciples who
bad believed in Christ, Paul addresses this
epistle, which 1s full of Divine and holy
thoughts.

In the text Paul opens a wide field of
thought, of Christian knowledge and the store-
bouse of Christian blessings. He first speaks
of the bearing of the truth, *‘In whom ye also
trusted after that ye heard,” &c. This shows
the way God deals with his creatures. He has
respect to the natare of the creatare to be sa-
ved. His means of saving souls is the procla-
mation of the truth, making known to man his
state, his creation, and the salvation provided
by God, and the method of that salvatiofi.

His Holy Word, and the light must shine into

y 'the beart before we can realize the evil there.

The first cry in creation was, ** God said let
there be light,” aad the first cry of the soul is
give us light. In the Bible the light is given
and the soul is led on one stage after another,
until it is led to the truth as it is in Christ All
God’s revelations to his creatures are develop-
ed around the tact of a Redeemer for the world.
Christ’s command was ** Go teach all nations”
applying to the intellect. Only infthe Gospel
is therc truth to salvation. Knowledge will
| not save, only the truth of God. Man cannot
i be saved except first baving the light shine into |
the beart, and having a correct knowledge (ot ;

unto the Lord. ‘Lo be honest to his own | the way to. come to God. He reterred to|ness, and at the entering in at Canaan, God

Rom. 10, 14. and proved that only by this |
light can man grow up to that standard in
Epbesians 4-13. He said that bere the preach-
er was taught how to present the gospel. Not
talking about dreams aud visions, inner-lights
and revelations which many do, having no ba-
sis, such are not after the image ot Clrist ; nor
presented with eloquence of words, but God's
truth presented plainly, in sermons fireighted
not tinged with the truth. He spoke of Paul's
teaching and preaching tor two years in Ephe-
sus and the results.

He then said Paul shows the way in which
salvation is realized. **In whowm ye also
trusted.” The burden ot the gospel cry is,
repentance and faith. Though Paul appears to
igoore repentance, he did not do so, as he
takes two steps, and enters at once into faith in
which he touches the very point, when the
soul passes from death to lite. The first idea
of ftaith is repentance, the second is the saving
act, confidence, trust, reliance of the soul in
Christ. He then spoke ot the different ways
in which men believed the gospel,—some be-
cause they were brought up to it,—some be-
cause of the force of the expressions of that
Gospel,—others because the truths contained
are consistent with reason, but it is necessary
to go a step further, to trust init. It is the
bearts’ trust in Christ, a runniog and laying
bold of Christ, a committing all to Cbrist.

He spoke then of another pait of the text,
‘“ After that ye were sealed, &c.” This, he
said, is salvation realized. It wmay be, and
often is, said, that there is nothing so impor-
tant as the salvation of the soul. If so, the
heart wants some witness that it is saved. The
soulis often suspicious of itself, and if there is
no evidence of true faith, the christian is truly
of all men most miserable. He then described
a weak believer, knowing the value of his soul,
yet oscillating between hope and teir, sone-
times a faint gleam ot hope will come, and
again doubts will arise, which shut out the
possibility of peace.
dence of true faith, there would be no comtort
or joy. Faith is not a fadle nor a pbantom, but
a laying hold of things eternal and divioe, and
it may have the assurance that it has not be-
lieved in vain. As the seal is the testimony ot
important actions or agreements in worldly
things, so in spiritual.

So if there was no evi-

This sealing is the
divine attestation, the divine testimony to the
heart, the spirit of adoption and not of bond-
age. And not only does the seal attest, but it
stamps on the nature what is on the seal.
When the seal is impressed it leaves its im-
pression.
His impression, aud the beart is changed.
Some put this work of the Spirit betore repen-
tance and faith, but he believed not correctly.
The testimony must be after the blessing
‘¢ After ve believed,” &c.

Again he said, It is faith in Christ that is
*“In whom,” &c., not in any
creed, system, or Christ's mercy, or that
Christ died, or that le lives again,—simply,
but by taking bold of Christ as the Redeemer,
in whom all truth is found ; and he who takes
hold of Chbrist, takes hold ot all the truth of
God, then comes the divine testimony.
times, he said, bad advice is given to peni-
tents. ** Believe that you are saved, and you
are saved.” Can believing a lie give peace?
No. *“ The spirit shall testify ot Me.”

He then said there was a step further that
the text takes us.
* Which is the carnest of your inberitance.”
The spirit is the pledge of the inheritance, and
be that bas the spirit bas a pledge that what
God bas promised He will perform,and not only
a pledge, but an earoest, part of the inberitance
given beforehand, part ot the realization ot the
covenant.

So when the spirit comes e leaves

Decessary.

Some-

The glorious consolation,

He said there was yet another step ** until
the redemption of the purchased possezsion.”
I will not attempt to follow the preacher bere,
as even to try would be presumption in me, as
be rose to grand, sublime beights in contem-
plating the inberitance of the saints in light,
aad yet he had not exhausted the subject, as
there was yet another step, ** unto the praise of
His glory.” God is the centre of all. Could
we touch the centre of the universe, we would
touch the throne of God. And itis not the
salvation of man that is the grand consumma-
tion of the gospel, but the praisc of the glory
of God. We talk of the salvation of souls and
stop there, but Paul does not, not even at the
ascen:ion of Christ nor at the judgment, nor
at the ascension of the saints triumpbant, but
at the *‘ praise of His glory.” The whole
scheme ot salvation is not the saving of man,
but the glory ot God. Aund it will take eter-
nity to untold that praise.

In the evening he took for his text, Rev. ii,
18. He spoké of the sub imity ot God's word, !
and of the unfoldings of revelation to the true
Apostle. Ot this portion of the Bible being
| mysterious, and of the many unsuccessful at-
tempts at interpretation. Yet, be said, there
is enough that we can understand to afford
religious instruction. He spoke then of the
beauty and magaoificence of this book, showing
the Redeemer's intimacy with His church.

He said the text divided itself naturally, Con-
flict and Reward. He then spoke of the oppo-
| sition to the Christian, ot the many enemies that
beset his pathway; and it is not the fighting
that will bring the reward, but the overcoming.
« To him that overcometh, &c. He went from
| the conflict to the reward, and be took the lat-
' ter part of the promise first, ** and I will give
him a white stone and in the stoue a new name

»

' Holies, where the Di#ine Light ever shone,

The preacher then spoke of the great degra- { written, &c.” He said the "‘ whxle' ltqm. ‘u
dation of fallen man. The degradation of the be wished to interpet it, indicated justification

spiritual nature so low that the great, dark ig-| at the last day. He said some try to tell what

their ignorance. He thought we would not be
known by our earthly names in [heaven, but by

ke thought our new names wou d also indicate |
our spiritual life. Christ promised in another |
Epistle ** to him that overcometh will I write

upon bim the name of my God.” All be&ven-:
ly names have the name of God EL in them, or|
as a basis, and this indicated the blending of |
God with the salvation of Christ. Wbat a di- |
vine blending, and this name writ’en upon His |

the promise, ** Will I give to eat of the hidden
maona.” Israel was sustained in the wilder-

commanded to gather some of it and lay it up
in the ark. It was stored up in the Holy of

where no human eye*%wérsaw it. This is s
symbol of the rich glorious provision of G.d,
which be bas stored up tor his people. ** Wiil
I give to eat, &c.” He referred to the manna
laid up in the ark as a momento of what God
bad done for his people, that was not given
them to eat, but in heaven it will be different.
Heaven is not a place of contemplation merely,
but where we shall participate in all the glory.

He again spoke of the glories of heaven and
said, could we draw aside the curtain, or hear
the voice that Joha heard, how our hearts
would be quickened, strengthened to fight anc
beat all ont enemies for Christ. A little more
couflict and all will be over, then comes the
glorious victory.

Thus we give imperfectly, a few of the many
excellent thoughts brought forth by the preach-
er, hoping the sketch may be a blessing to
some others, as were the sermons to one at
least who heard them. 2. T

Nov 1, 1871,

“Jam a companion of all them that fear thee.
and of them that keep thy precepts.”—Pslm cxix,
63.

A PROFITABLE VISIT.

Mrs. Jooes and myself set out for Madely,
Thursday, May 15, 1794. We bad a pleasant
drive, but lost much time on the road, for
which we suffered. We reached the house of
that honorable Christian, Mrs. Fletcher, about
five o’clock. My spirit was awed and bumbled
not only by the noble character ot Mrs. F.,
but by the recollection of the sacred roof under
which T was. I would gladly bave taken my
seat at the thieshhold of the door, for I felt
unworthy to advance any further. But I was
soon made to forget my wretched selt, my at-
tention being turned to better subjects. While
in converse with Mrs. Fletcher, I felt that sa-
cred influsnce which I desire ever to feel.
Glory be to our adorable Saviour, he conde-
scended to be present with us, and my soul
found it a refreshing season. Here indeed the
Sun of Righteousness has arisen, and seems to
shine continually. Here the Lord giveth rain
in its season, and the souls of the inhabitants
are like a well watered garden, and like a
spring of water whose waters fail not. Here
is a Christian indeed. Alas! whatam I? what
bave I been doing? Surely no more than
slumbering, creeping, dragging on in my heav-
enly journey. Lord, in mercy speak to me,
that I may go forward, and let me run the race
set before me.

The first remark Mrs. Fletcher made, was
on the shortness ol her breath, occasioned by
a complaint from which she had long suffered.
With an animated countenance she said, *‘ She
often thought death could not be far distant.”
Some time since, she added, ** I bad a danger-
yus illness, which my friends expected would
carry me off, aud I began to rejoice in the be-
lief that it was my Lord's will I should join my
dear friends in beaven. But my disorder,
taking an unexpected turn, I perceived my time
of release was not to be yet, but that God
would bave me live a little longer ; and blessed
be his name, I found I bad no choice; I could
equally embrace his will either for life or death.
[ felt the will of my God like unto a soft pillow,
upon which I could lis down, and find rest and
safety in all circnmstances. O, it is a blessed
thing to siak into the will of God in all things !
Absolute resignation to the divine will baffles
a thousand temptations ; and confidence in our
Saviour carries us sweetly through a thousand
trials. I find it good to be in the balance. aw-
fully weighed every day, for life or death.”

She then gave us a jwonderful and pleasing
account of the Rev. Melville Horne, and read
a letter with a history of his voyage to the new
settlement—the storms and dangers he and his
wife eneountered, and ,how astonishingly they
were preserved from anything like repining, or
questioning the goodness and mercy of God, or
his own call of duty in thc course he was tak-
ing, notwithstanding the oppositicn he experi-
enced. They had both given themselves up
tor lost, expecting the next returning billow to
have sunk the ship ; and they were waiting and
looking for death, not only in composure, bu:
ina spirit of rejoicing; a strong evidence of
great faith, especially when all the circum-
stances were considered. ‘* Who is among you
that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice
of his servant, that walketh in darkness and
bath ao light ? Let him trust in the name of
the Lord,'and stay upon his God. Mrs. F. re-
marked, ** Then is faith the strongest, when it
can lay bold on God at the time everything
seems to go against us; when the way is hedg-
ed up with thorns, or, as Habakkuk expresses it,
* although the fig tree shall not biossom.’ Lord |
increase our faith.” ?

Speaking of the diseases of my own heart. |
she replied, ** Come to Jesus!" adding, *‘I|
feel sometimes as though all I had to say lo‘:
everybody was, ‘‘ Come to Jesus! don't be
kept back ; if you feel you bave done anything
amiss, and have received wounds, where can
you go but to Jesus? He has every thing to |
give that you want. In every circumstance, in |
every situation, come freely to your Saviour!”
But my treacherous memory will not retain the f
encouraging, inviting persuasive expreuioml
she here made use of. O, Thou who alone |
teachest to profit, write them upon my beart,
and bring them to my remembrance when they |
will be useful. ’

After our dear Mrs. Fletcher bad prayed
with us, we parted. Three such bours I bave |
not spent for a long season. I esteem this in-
terview as one of my choicest favors, O that I
may be the better for it !

norance is felt. To meet ttis God bad given | the ** new pame” will be, but they only sbow

Among o:her things she related a dream
which had been made very useful to one who

' the new heavenly name. Jacob was no IIONE had grown negligent and slothful in the ways of
'called Jacob but Israel, a prince ot God, and | God.

Went to the Dale to sleep. A most beauti
ful and enchanting place, abounding with the
wonders of nature; but no sight in this world
can be balf so animating and astonishing, or
so beautiful, as that of a true Christian—a new
creature—an image of Him in whom all the na-
tions of the earth are blessed ; a proof of what
divine grace can do. Lite and Correspondence

{people. He then spoke of the former part of l of Mrs. Hawks." a lady who was a member of

Mr. Cecil's church, and a bright and shining
light among the Christians of ber day.

-

READING FOR THOUGHT.

In our street cars we have seen operatives,
and ‘men used to severg physical labor, eager-
ly reading the writings of Darwin, Huxley,
Bariog Gould, or authors of a more positive
skepticism. They wanted somethiog fresh and
vigorous, an¢ they sought it in books which re-
quire mental grasp, and sct one to thinking
after the volume is laid aside, and while the
mill wheels revolve, and the bammer rings on
the anvil. Novels were trash to them.

Our conductor talks sometimes of Natural
Selection. We bave known the philosophy of
Comte to be preached day after day in the roll-
ing-mill, by a man whose werk was to handle
iron in its white heat.
to us as it it were news to us,’ presuming that
we have neve: heard of its doctrine against
the possibility of miracles. The carpenter
n:ar by is quite anxious to roof us over with

Spinoza and Schelling, and our painter might '
lay Hegel and Strauss, upon us. These men |
are among the readers of a science and a phil- |

osophy which are doing their utmost to under-
mine the foundations of evangelical religion,
if not of Christianity itself. They read with
avidity, and, however wrong, they think.

We have made some not ,very pleasing ob-
servations on the reading of those who wish to

have no doubt whatever of the Christian reli- |

gion. Some of the best talkers we have met in
travelling—well reputed Christians—seemed to
be averse to solid thinking. They bad in their
satchels nothing stronger than Charles Reade,
or Anthony Trollope. It is well to bave Stan-
ley and Mommsen iu their libraries, but nct
with them en voyage. We apoligize tor this
by the fatigue of travel, and yet we regard it
as a sign, not very promising, of the dominion

A gardner talks Hume |

whereby some ot them might have been saved
It is no excuse that most other ministers pass
incognito up and down the rivers
God prumpted his humble old disciple to teach
me a lesson, which I trust will result in my
clearing my skirts from the blood

1 believe

of all men
bereafter.

. — -

SINGING IN THE FAMILY

Singing in the tamily adds greatly to the in-
terest of devotional exercises, especially among
children.
place.

It makes the tamily altar a pleasant

The mora! influence of vocal music of a sanc-

tified character has always been happy in the
extreme.

Show us the family where good music is cul-
tivated, which tte parents are accustomed of-
| tem to mingle their voices in song, and we will
show you one, in almost every instance, where
peace, barmouny aond love prevail,
the grosser vices have no dwelling place.

Music like an angel from the courts of Para-
dise, can throw around the soul a thousand
heavenly influences, and charm into the paths
of virtue.

Is itnot tobe regretted that good men—
heads of families—who arc regular in their
morning and evening devotions, sbould omit
singing ?
ot

What more delighttul this side

heaven than parents, with their sons and

scene

daughters surrounding the domestic circle

devoutly uaiting their voices in sacred song.— |

|
Methodist Family.

GOD ANSWERS PRAYER.
| While I was living in South America, a
young man came from England to Buenos

Ayres and there entered a merchantile house. |

| Aftee continuing in this position six months,
{ bis nineteenth birthday arrived. It was the

17th of August, 1867. When the duties of the
'day were over, he sat down in his room and
I his thoughts naturally reverted to his friends at
{bome. **What is my mother doing at this
{ moment ? " The reply which rose to his mind
| was, ** My mother is praying for me.”

*It,” said he, *“my mother is praying for
| me, I ought to pray for myself.” The thcught
| became so overpowering, the image of his mo-
! ther pleading for his salvation become so vivid,

that he knelt upon the floor, at once, to pray.

and where

God. ** Ye shall be unto Me."
When power is given, there is always given s
The possession ot this
item in the re-

witnesses

use and a mission tor it.
power will be a vastly im~ =
cord by which we shall

I'he preacher made an earnest persoval appeal
to his congregation to become witnesses for the
truth. They did not require to change the tes-
timony. Christ crucified, the truth as it is in
Jesus, were the themes to-day as in the olden
time, and clothed with the power of the loly
Ghost, and with these the truths of the Gospel
for texts,the Church would continue trinmpl ant
even unto the ends of the earth.

aoately Ax:nlgtd,

GATHERING OF THE SABRBATH SCROOLS,

In the afternoon at three o'clock, the Sab-
bath schools, connected with the Wesleyan
Churches ot the city, met at St. James Street
Church. The children occupied the galleriee,
there being considerably over a thousand pre-
sent; and the body of the church was filled
with the parents and friends of the children.
The Rev. Mr. Potts, in opening the service
| announced that last year, the children ot the
| schools had contributed to the missionary fund
the large sum ot $2,046.69. e was glad to
make this announcement as showing that a
sound missionary spirit pervaded the children
ot the Bisnop Heber's missionary
| bymn was then sang by the children, led by the
| choir of the church.

schools.

| After a prayer had been offered up, the chil-
| dren sang : —
“ (), we are volunteers in the army of the Lord "
| Dr. Tiffany then delivered a briet address
{ e said that, as the gentlemen who were to fol-
| low him would specially address themsclves to
[the children, he would speak to the teachers
and parents. He referred to the influence ol
| Sunday schools upon the teachers, and through
| them upon the Church at large, expressing the
[ opinion that if no other result followed the
| system of Sabbath schools, their influence in
sharpening the intelligence, improving the re-
ligious knowledge, and varying the experience
of those engaged in teaching in them, made
a most valuable department of Church work.

The children then sang:—

“ In the far better land of glory and lig't.”

The Rev. W. Morley Punshon, then came
forward, - He said that since he was with them
last, he had scen many new scenes, haviog
been as far as British Columbia, the remotest
quarter ot Canada. Wken there he had gone

| He tarried long with God. Ile pleaded ear-

2.
il Ry N . . .
of light thinking. In a certain house we saw uestly for pardon and peace. He did not rise

excellent books on the centre (‘nble as tresh "': until be had promised to give bis heart and life
"l‘c_ day th.ey lett the Sb“l""” of the bookseller, | to the Savior, From that hour the object, the
while stories by Mrs. Wood and Dumas were | purposes of his whole lite were changed.

well thumbed. In certain libraries,
religious” and under Cbristian management,
we were told that the young people of our
churches and Sunday schools scarcely look at

works ot history, science, and the higher liter- i

ature, while they read the very leaves
the lightest of light fiiction. Do our
people read to gain thought, to become
or merely to become amused ? [
If it shonll be asserted that misbelievers |
are reading the solidest reading, while we cnn}
see too much ground for the assertion, we |
should be inclined to dispute it.
it were true, who would form the mightier
thinkers of the next generation? Who would |

out of

young |

wiser, |

It, however, |

discuss great questions with most tact and pow- 4

er? Who would seem to have the ldunlngc!
in the earnest debates which are frequent be-|
tween neighbors. and fellow workmen,

travellers ? ‘
of Christian families—the readers to-day of a 1
literature which imparts no stores to the mind |

and |
Certainly not the present children ‘

and what is worse, enfeebles its powers. |

We point out no imaginary peril. There is
real danger here, if not to Christianity, at least
to a vigorous piety. Ina great degree men i
and women are made by the books they read
It is of serious moment what these books are
When we see a Christian womaa at the book-
seller's discouraging her son’s choice of Motley
or Froude, and rather prompting him to choose
even so ingenious snd pure a writer as Dick-
en's, while a brawny workman walks up to the
counter and eagerly inquires for the best edition
of Buckle, we cannot repress the fear that the
workman's boys may grow into sturdy doubt-
ers, with whom the Christian woman’'s sons
by and by will wrestle all too feebly.

** chiefly |

{ day as a day of prayer for the conversion of her

{ with the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary So-

| of theChurch, the Rev. William Morley Pun-

[A divine, a joyous luve to Christ sprang up in
| bis soul.
| By the next mail he wrote to his mother a
tull account of his new and bappy experience.
She, too, wrote to her son immediately after
| bis birthday. Their letters crorsed on the
Atlantic. She told him that she set apart this
boy ; and added, ** That night I felt confldent
that God Lad bheard my petition. I believe my
chbild will become a clild of God, and yet preach
the gospel.”

That young man is now in the United states
studying for the ministry. —American Messen-

WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

From the Montreal Gazette 6th inst.

Yesterday the anniversary services connected

ciety commenced by special services in the St.
James Street Church. In the morning the
building was crowded to its utmost capacity,
every seat being occupied at twenty minutes
before eleven o'clock.

Large numbers left,

unable to obtain even so comfortable a room

In the pulpit were the Rev. Mr. Potts, Pastor

shon, and the Rev. Dr. Tiflany, of Newark,
New Jersey. The sermon was preached by
the Rev. Mr. Punshbon, his text being the Sth
verse of the Ist chapter of the Acts of the
Apostlcs : —

* Bnt ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you{ and ye shall be

It is high time for Christian parents to train |
their children to the habit of reading for thought |
and to occupy themselves mainly with those
works, which, instead of enfeebling, deepen and
broaden their views of life, and add strength to
their piety. We cannot afford to leave the con-
flict ot the next generation to weaklings and
dwarfs.—The Interior.

|
|
|
|

!
l

“ DAT IS MY DAILY OCCUPATIONT

On my passage up the Mississippi river from |
Davenport, I observed a neatly dressed oldw|
colored man, whose saintly appearance induced
me to accost him with the question, ** You are
journeying, my friend, to that good land of |
everlasting rest, are you not? "

His dull eye kindled, as loocking up. be re-
plied with empbasis, ** Dat is my daily occupa-|
tion.”

Satisfied with that comprebensive answer, we !
conversed together of the kingdom, when
agsin I acked, ** How did I know you werea |
Christian ? though a perfect stranger to me, |
How

{

telt sure you were a disciple of Jesus.
do you think I kuew it ? "

“ You know'd it by de mark,” Le replied.
++ De Scriptur tells of de saints baving a mark

in dar forebeads.
And now I tuk you for a young preacher of de
Gospel,
Gospel message, you did not preach to us on
dis boat ?

Somewhat startled by the
replied, Some of the officers knew I was a

suggestion, I

| minister, and they did not invite or suggest | seasons which the Father bath put in bis own |
| that it would be agreeable, and I did not

. 1 |
wish to appear officious or obtrude my mes-

age.”
“ Ab,” said be,

to bear de Gospel. 'Twould be no trusion
(obtrusion) and you might a dooe much
”

‘ These

You knowed it by de mark. |

and I want to koow why, havin’ de | would become, froin Leir

“de old Apostle didn't| revealed on the day of Pentecost, and with it.
| wait for no invitation. Most everybody likes | in spite of the power arrayed against them, the

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the eartn.”

were remarkable and impressive
words, the more remarkable and impressive
because they were uttered in the last conver,
sation which the Saviour had with his disciples-
after after his passion, and before his ascen-
sion. Dealing with them, the preacher referr-
ed to the Being to be manifested, and to the
results and design of thc manifesattion, The
Being to be manifested was the Iloly Ghost.
That the Spirit was God was a matter of reve-
lation ; and this Spirit was csential to the suc-
cess of all the work of the Church. Tble man,
whatever bis attainmonts, who ventured upon
the office of the ministry, unselccted and unbal-
lowed by the Holy Ghost, was guilty of sinfal
The result of the descent of the
Holy Gnost was power, ‘* Ye shall receive
P(J'(‘r.

intrusion.

The preacber referred to the univer-
sal lust of power which characterized mankind.
These disciples were but men and as men were
effected by this common himan sentiment. In
spite ot all they bad seen, the old Judaical am-
** Lord wilt thou

n the kingdom to Is-

bition pervaded them still
at this tim

| rael 2

restore ag°
‘ A [atriotic aspiration, but bebind it
! was the lust of power, the thought that with the
!, there would be
Ive tribes, and they

kingdom restored t

twelve thrones for the
1 & the persecated fol-
lowers of the humble Nazarcue, the powerful
rulers in a powertul naticn.  The Saviour saw
tbe motive in the ¢ .cstion, and while rebuking
them for attempting ** to know the times or the |
power.”" met their ambition with the promise,
‘* ye shall receive power.” The axtent of  this

| power, its character and influence, were only

disciples triumphed in their mission. Tha same
power that was with them, sustaioed the Church

good. | to-day, and was as influential in tbis nineteenth
1 stood reproved. Never again in the 'orld! eentury, as it had proved to be in the first.
shall 1 bave the opportunity to address that|The design in the manifestation of the Spirit

about a hundred miles up a river and had seen
all along its banks men digging for gold. They
toiled wearily at this work, FEuropeans and
Chinamen, and often unsuccessfully. He was
going to tell them now of gold mine valuables.
God urged them to the acquisition of gold.
Buy gold of Me, tried in the fire, that thou
mayst be rick. This was the gold which they
should labour for, Unlike that of which he
bad been speaking, and for which ke bad seen
these toilers working in British Columbia, it
was tound in every land, everybody could get
it, and when got, any body could keep it. He
reterred to the Chinese whom he bad seen,
and particularly to the tuneral of a Chinese
man which he had witnessed in San Francisco,
as showing how hopeless was their creed, be-
lieving in a tuture state of existence yet so
blind concerningit, that they thought the
spirit must be lighted on its way thitber, and
tood prepared for its journey. Yet the gospel
was making its way among them, and these
so-called Celestials are becoming celestial
through its influences. There were fifty-seven
of them in the Wesleyan schools of San Fran-
cisco. Mr. Punshon gave somm-account of
their peculiarities, and closed with an appeal
for still greater liberality on -bebalf of the be-
nighted heathens.

A collection was then taken wp, after which
the doxology was sung, and the benediction
pronounced by the Rev. Mr. I'unsbon.

SERMON BY THE REV. DR. TIFFANY,

As it had been announced that the Rev. Dr,
Tiffany, of Newark, N, J., would preach at the
evening service, the church was crowded to its
ntmost capacity, not only every seat ordinary
and improvised, but every inch of standing
room being occupied. Many, moreover, were
obliged to go away for want of accommodation.
The rev. gentlemen preached a most eloquent
and effective sermon, taking for his text, II.
Cor. x.4-5:—** For the weapons of our war-
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds ; casting down
imaginations and every bigh thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of GGod and bring-
ing into captivity every thought to the obedi
ence of Christ.” Whatever was not spiritual
was carnal. People generally judged of pow-
er by what they saw, and could with difficulty
Yet,
these weapons that were not carnal were mighty

coneceive of a power that was invisible.

weapons, mightier than anything with which
they were acquainted—for their might came
from God, and it was through God they were
exercised. They were needed, for the whole
career of this world, both physical and human.
as well as spiritual was a continued struggle.
So was the life of every individual soul.
fact was illustrated in various ways. ‘I'ne great
struggle of all was with sin, which, notwith-
standing present appearaoces, was finally to
be subdued. Sin was the stronghold ef the
tex*, which was destined to be pulled dow:

in this warfare in which Christ led them.
Everything, even to the imaginations and

which exalted itselfl agamst the
knowledge of God should finally be cast down.
I'bere was not the slightest doubt of it bowever
uncertain the prospect might now seem. Christ
should reign till be bad put all enemies—sin
and death and all that was akin to them—under
his teet. The rev. gentleman passed in elo-
quent review the glorious changes which shou'd

Tuis

thoughts,

take place—which were now in the act of ac-
complishment—tbroughout the dark places of
the earth. He showed in glowing, earpest
words, the stupendovs work which should be
the result of preaching the Gospel of Christ;
and pictured the state of the world—that bliss-
ful state foretold by saintly prophets—when
thej struggle should ~ at last be over, and no
enemy should be left to obstruct the progress or
mar the peace of Christ's Eternal Kingdom,
tor every thought would be brought iuto cap-
tivity to the obedience of Christ. His words
were listened to with rapt attention, every up-
turned face in that vast assembly testifyig 1o
the wondrous power of bis rare oratary, which,
though ealm and logical, is full of profound
passion and convincing vigour.

large company of souls—and I had the words“wu that the Church should be witnesses for
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