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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE
EPIPHANY.
THE BUSINESS OF LIFE
What is the real business of this life?
The answer to this question is found in
the words of our text: * Did you not
know that | 15t be about the things of

my Fatner?’ What is meant by
the things of My Father ? It means
to carry t tl [ wls of God, Wt

is the Fat It m s to d

the will of G Wi is e Fathe

Our Lord Jesus Chris Who was
perfect man ell () true
God, points out to us th the chief end
of our existence here Ir ¢ ind
only real business s tof 1 the
commandments of God 1 carr it His
will. As it was Ilis business as man to
do this in the greatest perfeetion, so it
is our business just as mucsh as it was
His, avd the re we appieciate t

great truth the better it will be for us,
both here and hereaiter, sud the liappic
we shall be now as well as in the .1|.~ r
world.

To fulfil the commands of
the things of the Father, is 1
pleasant to human nature, It was no
doubt painful to Our Saviour to leave
St. Joseph and His Blessed Mother in
ignorance of where He was, and to make
them search for Him everywhere for
three long days witnout finding Him.
But it was the will of His Father, Who
wished to teach us all, and for all ages,
a lesson of patience and conformity, and
Our Lord did not hesitate ; He was
willing to suffer Himself, and that His
Mother and St. Joseph should suffer, in
order that the great good wished for by
His Father should be accomplished.

He knew that His Blessed Mother and
St. Joseph would derive at profit and
merit out of this painful abandonment,
because they would willingly accept the
pain of it, and present it over and ove
again as an ffering to theiwr heavenly
Father, Who does everything right and
for the best.
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But the tide is coming in. It is coming
in among the cultured classes the men
» letters and the professi Take up
“The Catholic Who's Who" and you will
find that Catholies are shaping he
thonght of the country to a degree far
beyond their numerical propertion.
Barry and Gasquet, Lilly and Ward,
Hedley, Chapman, Benson, Gerard,
Thurston—these and dozens of others
are names that stand for intellectual
forces in the country., Very striking,
for instance, is the improvement whi
may be uoted in the output of Catholic
literature during the last few years.
Not only are Catholie publishers now in

the forefront for solid and attractive
work, but
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Society is undergoing a profound change.
There is a general shifting of economic
vumln-»xm and with it a widespread
stirring of men's minds, The need of a
solid basis for the new demoeraey is felt
by many who know little enough of Cath-
olicism. There is, it is true, an increas-
ing tendency to look to Socialism to
supply such a basis : byt it is pr bable
that the inability of Socialism to do any-
thing of the kind will before long re
generally ruized, If Catholics, by
a concerted effort, will ser forth the
claims of their religion in a language

which the modern man «
wind ay
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’, vh- response is likely t
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The Rev. Father Guicheteau, of the
French Catholie Chureh of St. Vineent
de Paul, New York, famed as *the priest
astronomer,” has had his telescope
directed at Mars during the past mouth,
when, for the first time in fifteen years,
that planet has been very close to the
earth. Histelescopeisa very fine instru-
ment, operated by clockwork to keep

pace with the apparent motion of the
stars,

irmly convinced,” he says, “that
life in Mars and [ am eagerly
he report of the scientists all
over the world, who are now making ob-
servations and photographs. 1 look for
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as he felt that a religious journalist in of Dorchester took a religious census of
this irreligious age needed all the starch | one chousand families living in the
he could assimilate. neighborhood of Upham's Corner, Less
than two hundred of those families were
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found to be Protestant, or a ratio of one
in fiv With the building of the new
St. William's Chureh, he said, there will
be soon eight Catholie churches in eight
and one-half square miles of Dorchester
territory. St. William's will be the
fourth Catholic church to be built in
]‘-n hester in the last ten years.

* Viewing this ste ady growth, ﬂ' » (ques-
said the speaker :**What
itude should we as Protestants take
yward the Catholic Chureh in our

of Mr, O'Connor added several very dis-
tinguished names to the roster of Irish
nationali ty. At t!n-l-nu heon the editor
of theoldest oforrdailiesstartled the com-
pany by saying that his grandfather and
;ZI"Ah\llll sther were both of Irish birth
Right on the heels of thisaunouncement
came the avowal from the editor of an-
other of our great dailies. that his grand
parents also had come from Ireland.
Thelonlynon-Celtic editor ofa daily paper
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THE POOR BOY
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