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‘Report of the Montreal Catholic School Dele-
gation to Dublin Exposition in July and

1907.

August,

“To the members of the Roman Catho-
¥c School Board, Momtreal.
~Gentlemen:

We beg to submit our report on the
result of our visit to the Dublin Ex-
position, Ireland.

Generally
taken ad
-on systems of education.

On this occasion of our visit
Dublin, there
convention there.

Nevertheless we

desired bo put ourselves into oom- clined 5

.munication with other specialists
than those of the Emerald Isle. This
is why we journcyed to Paris. One
“of us went even to Brussels to study
on the spot the working of the sys-
tem which undertook to puf into
practice ‘the well kmown  axiom:
“The School as a preparation for

Hdife.”’
PARIS.

Having arrived in Paris in the last
days of the month of July, we were
enabled to attend a distribution of
prizes, which is ome of the
gtill employed in France to excite
emulation. The officers of Primary
Instfuction were still in the oapital,
and Mr. Bédorez, Inspector of Acade-
mies, and Director of Primary In-
struction in the Department of the
Seine, kindly permitted us to visit
some of the schools of the city of
Paris, and explained Lo us the work-
ing of 'the same.

One of the superior primary schools
which we visited was the Lavoisier
School No. 19, Denfort, Rochereau
gtreets. Then we visited several ele-
mentary primary schools, among
others the School No. 39 Arbalete
street, of which Mr. Chomin is the
Director. In this group of school
buildings there is a school for boys,
and, adjoining it, a school for girls
and a kindergarten. In Framce the
kindergarten has takon the place of
the old infant school whose Yegal ex-
istence’ has been established by royal
ordinance —on the 22nd  December,
1837.

By the decree of the 2nd August,
1881, it is desired that the free, pub-
Yic kindergarten be educational in-
stitutions where the ohildren of both
sexes will receive the care which their
physical,, intellectual and moral de-
velopment requires.

Into these institutions childnon are
admitted at the dge of two years,
and may remain up to the age of
seven. Anmexed to this group of
schools is a school canteca.

Professional teaching has now
reached a high degroe of efficiency in
Paris, but not without much dis-
cussion mad -many coantroversies.
Some still pretend that the msul-ts"
obtained are far from corresponding:
with the sacrifices made. Others,
lovers of the work, contend that all
is for the best. However this may

speaking, expositions are |its highest point in 1845, when
& of to } views |stood et 8,295,000. The famine of pently on the order of the day for

means fthe local authorities not having to

1861 . . 5,788,836 t
1871 5,412,377
1881 4,704,750 !
1891. A % 4,704,750 |
1901. PR L b 4,456,546
The population of Ireland reached

it |

1846-47, and the emigration that

to |followed, were the proximate causes finitely solved.”’
was no educational jof rapid and immediate decline in po- The authoritics have been obliged

ulation. The population hes de-
per cent. within the last ten
years.

Ireland is divided into four = pre-

ces: Ulster in the North; Munster
in the South; Leinster in the Basdt,
and Conmaught in the West. Each
province is divided imbo coumties amd
of these there are 82 altogether.
SYSTEM OF PRIMARY INSTRUC-
TION.

In Ireland primary instruction is
given in the National schools. These
schools are entirely supported
funds from the Imperial treasury,

contribute anything to their support.

The Board of Bducation is compos-
ed of twenty members, of these six
are Catholics. One of the Commris-
sioners is a salaried officer, and is
given the title of Ohairman. He is
generally a Catholic. The members
of the Board are appointed by the
Lieutenant-Governor, and are not
elected by the people; neither are the
members of the Superior Council of
Public Instruction in Framce. This
Council, presided over by the Minis-
ter of Public Instructiom, is com-
posed of 57 members, 13 of whom '
are appointed by the President of the
Republic, and the 44 others ane
elected by their peers for a term of
four years in the different grades of
superior, secondary, and primary in-
gtruction. Amopg the six actual re-
presentatives of primary instruction,
there is one lady, the Director of the
Normal School for Girls at Douay.

Im Ireland, all ‘questions concerning
teachers and schools are decided by
the Board of Education.

Every national school is- under the
ocontrol of a trustee appointed by
the Board, and belonging to the re-
ligions of the majority of the child-
ren frequenting the school. Generally
the trustee is a member of the clergy
and, in the case of Catholic schools,
the ‘“‘manager’’ is the priest of the
parish.

NON-RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS.

The principle of the mnational
gchools is to separate secular f{rom
religious teaching. In all the schools
during ordimary class hours, a large
card is hung up with the words “‘Se-
cular teaching omly.’”” Nevertheless,
in 'practice, it may be said that
they are neligious schools. The Ca-
tholic schools, the Anglican schools,
or the Presbyterian schools are un-
der the management of their respec-

Jbe, it is admitted, without difficulty,
~that the expemses incurred by the

«oity of Paris for professional teach- b

ing, so far as boys’ schools are oon-
~cerned, have not beenr expended in
wain.
Professional teaching, in regard to
girls,
. vessful results. The proportion of
girls leaving the normal sckool to
. enter upon the profession for wirich
they have been trainmed 8  rather
-gmall. | But as the object of eur voy-
age across the occan was to study
“ freland from a scholastic point ef
~wiew, we do not invend to write a
<detailed accownt of Paris and its edu-
“gational works. = All the same, in
speaking of Ireland in.particular, we
shall .often have recourse to informa-
tion obtained both from France and
from Belgium. Tadeed, at Brussels,
we could not but admire the acbivity
of the Belgians, and their sense of
what is eminently practical, a con-
dition which mvalkies them succeed so
well in the matter of social orgamiza-
tion. We owe special thanks to Mr.
Van der Dussen de Kesterget, and to
Mr. Stephens for the amiable eager-
ness with which they explained to us
the working of the Belgian sohool
system. The former gentleman is
Director of Intermediate Instruoction;
the latter, of Industrial and Profes-
sional Ingtruction. By their courte-
ous comdlescension, Wi Were enabled
to visit the schools of every grade,
from the kindergarten up to the Uni-
versity. During the course of this
report we shall have occasiorny from
time to time, to refer to informa-
tion and documents supplied us by
sthese gentlemen.
THE CITY OF DUBLIN.

Dublin, situated on the river Lif-
fey, is a beautiful city of 390,000
inhabitants. It is the central point
of the Irish railway system, amd the
starting point of the canals which
cross the island. - It is also the port
through whioh agricultural and other
products are shipped to other coun-
tries.

As is kmown, Dublin is the capital
of Treland—of that Ireland whose po-
pulation has undergome such & re-
markable periodic diminution since

1841. A glance at the last six
censud will reveal this more fully
than any comment that we could
‘make.
L 5 IR Ad I S VA, 8.196,897
1851 ... 6,574,287

fras not produced the same suc- jens, the Amglicans, and the Catholics

JIt is oonceivable

lcommittees have been appointed ®o

tive clergy.

First principle:

The school is a mixed one, the
lpupils of different religions are to-
gdther. Very soon, however, ‘this
principle is ignored, the Presbyteri-

formally refusing to submit to it.
Second principle: neutrality. |
Religious instruction is given only
out of class hours, and separately ac-
cording to the religion of the pupils.
This second principle has survived
notwithstanding the set-back of the
first. To-day, even in the schools |
exclugively Catholic or exclusively |
Protestant, it is forbidden to speak !
of religion, to read the Bible, or "o |
have crucifixes on the walls. Whe- |
ther the school be Protestamt or
Catholic, it must be meutral. In
Catholic schools there are religious |
emblems, but they must be covered
'with a veil during the hours of se-
lar instructiom; when religious in-
ruction begins, they are uncovered.
that, in practice,
people comply with this proscription
without amy difficulty.
FREE AND COMPULSORY EDUCGA-
TION.
Instruction in the National schools
ie free, or almost so. In certain dis-
tricts it is compulsory. About 183

school

92
the |
dis-

dook after the attendamce of
children. Of these committees,
are to look after this work in
cities, and 91 in the country
tricts.

It may be said that 170 of these
Committoes have enforced the law |
passed on this subject in 1892. But
it must be admitted that this emact-'
ment has not been favored by the
Natiomalists, and it has not ‘been
so successful as its authors antici-

Tt may be said ‘that ‘regularity of
school attenda is a )t and
difficult problem, which even ocom-
pulsory instruction is umable to
solve.

In ¥France the Education League,
which i8 only—as is well known—an
offshoot of the Grand Orient, held
its sessioms last vacation at Besan-
gon. . This league unwittingly ad-
mitted the failure of masomic - com-
pulsory education.

Here is how the League expresses
itself: ;

‘“The Convention,’

“«Considening that the comp
law of the 28th of March, 189

regular intervals, or for too shorte

period of time; : ¥ ik
“‘Comsidering that such a stelte ©of

affairs threatens ‘the French

“Resolved, that the Conven'tion
&E-‘m the Gemeral Council to - in-
attigurate and maintain’'a  congtamnt
public agitation on this question of
compulsory o and it ex-
presses the desire;

“That this question remain perme-

future ‘conventions until it is de-

and in the following terms. 700»-1‘2; yoar,
o

The  procesdings
parents,” at the

opening

tatnily. & %

ering' thet the , g

i e

pocial duties, instead of co-operating
with the school, is too often found
acting in opposition to it:

_The Associafion of anci

which constitute the riches of = the

Moreover, every nation

of the Auteuil Normal School.
presses the desire:

That, every year, at the re-opening
of the clasees, the Director of , the
school ‘bring together the parents of
the pupils, and remind them of their
principal dulies towards the school.”

BUILDING OF SCHOOLS.

merce and industry.’’

We are happy to say that we saw
certain schools in operation in. Ire-
land; Dy the way, the schools there
open on the 15th of August.

We visited schools of every ocate-
gory; schools directed by lay male
teachers; schools conducted by lay

to admit that 'the palatial school-
houses erected at great cost are not
filled. Besides, statistics might em-
noy the promoters of a theory i

has failed in practice. One may, for
instance, extract some significant de-
tails from a report on the general
instruction of a contingent of mili-
tary men orgamized in 1906. It was
shown that eleven thousand asfd
forty-four (11,044) recruits were
entirely illiterate, and that, ‘too, in
the face of compulsory education.

Among the literate, properly so-
called, that is, the young people who
knew how to read, there were fif-
teen or twenty per cent of them who
took Austerlitz for a French General,
Waterloo for an armmed cruiser, and
who, when interrogated regarding the
personality of Napoleon I., replied
that he was a general who conquer-
ed the Germans at Woerth, or at
Reinschoffen, in 1870.

But it is no less true that school
attendance is somewhat irregular
everywhere, and it is always a prob-
lem to be studied and comsidered. If,
for instance, one consults the end-of-
the-year reports in Belgium ( August
1907 ) several school inspectors of
primary instruction point out the de-
plorable vacancies which take place
in the school population on the oc-
casion of works to be done at oer-
tain seasomns of the year.

In Ireland, fishing and working in
the fields keep a large number of
children out of ghe schools.

This abuse is very hard to be up-
rooted. In Belgium, the Department
of Arts and Sciences invited, during
the vacation, the principal Inspectors
to find out, acting with the Inspec-
tors of cantons under their control:
1. What are the works which, at
cervain seasoms, 1n their séction,

School-k are il built
altogether at ‘'the expense of the
Board of Education. Then they are
called ‘‘vested schools’’ in so far as
their title of ownership belomgs  to
the Board. Or, the Board of Edu-
cation comtributes sometimes, one-
third of the cost of construction, and
the rest comes from different sources,
and then they are called ‘“‘mon-vested
schools,”” that is, sohools whose ti-
tle of ownership in invested in others
besides the OCommissioners of Ne~
tional Eduocation.

Here is the number of schools in
Ireland.

SCHOOLS TN OPBRATION.

On the 31st of December, 1905,
there were 8,859 schools in opera-
tion. These scheols ocould accom-
modate 819,809 pupils. The aver-
age number of pupils on ‘the lists
was 742,457; the average attendance
500,489.

SCHOOLS IN IRELAND DEPEND-
ING ON THE BOARD OF NA-
TIONAL EDUCATION.

Provinces. Vested Vested. Total.
in in the
Trustees. Com’rs.
Ulster ...... 583 326 889
Munster ... 848 386 1234
Leinster ... 452 79 531
Connaught 775 165 940
2658 956 3594

Besides ‘these scheols there are a
good number of others receiving a
subsidy. There are about 301 con-
vents (religious) whegre the pupils
pay so much each; 29 others where
a personal salary is paid to the tea-
chers. Communities of men are also
under the control of the Board of
Education. The teachers in 49
mohasteries receive a salary from
the Commissioners of Eduecation.

This coupon cut out and mi
package of our 4oc. Blue Ribbon
wish Black, Mixed or Green Tea (

ailed in to us, entitles the sender to a free
Tea. Fill in blank space whether you
).

7o MRS.

cause the temporary desertion of t?hei
sohools. 2. What are the means !
that might be taken to reconcile vhsl
progress of instruction with the pro-
longed, regrettable, but unfortunately
inevitable abse; . Here in Mont-
real the questfon is asked in a dif.
ferent way, but it is asked all nhe;
game. For us what are the reasons
for the irregular attendance at |
school? Why de parents wait unrtil
their ohildren are mine or ten years
of agebefore sending them to school ?

There is one 'thing to which we de-

sire to draw the attention of the
public. In the matter of education,
people seem to forget altogether that
parents and teachers ought to  co-
orerate with each other in the ac-
complishment of a common work. Co-
operation of parents and teaohers,,
parents and teachers working har-
moniously together,—would this not
be a means to make school a'ttend-
ance more regular, and a means of
helping the teacher to bring up the .
child, instruct and educate him?
Mr. Paul Crouzet, professor in the
State College of Toulouse, has writ- .
ten a book entitled ‘‘Teachers amd,
Parents.”’ :
In this book he inquires into this
question of co-operation between pa-
rents and teachers, both in primary
and in secondary teaching.

Here is a means employed in ‘the
matter of primary teaching. On the
day of the opening of the schools,
the parents of the pupils are brought
together and they are, then and there
told what their duties are towards
‘the school. i

At the ‘Turgot school, (a superior
primary  school, 69 Turbigo street,
Peris), one might see an immense
refectory-hall filled with the fathefs
and mothers of families. Soarcely any

tion to atbend: 820 families were in-
vited and 814 accepted the invita-
tion. In all six hundred persons sat
down and squeezed themsclves toge-
ther on the benches in front of the

one failed to comply with the invita~|,

i : " _{sure in' reproducing what our  dele-
gte:g‘l tribupe. It :"' 261 B;:_ . the St. Louis i
miliarly to his i ’I\heob’éim

SUMMARY
Paid per Paid a
Salary.
Convents ... ... ... 301 29
Monasteries ... ... 2 49
303 78

Besides the scheols depending on
the Board of Educatiomn, there are
still others where the pupils in at-
tendance receive sound instruction
and e truly remarkable education, a
work which neflects honor on the
directors and teachers. These uare
the establishments of those who are
called ‘‘Irish Christian Brothers,”’ so
called to distinguish them from the
Brothers of the Christian Schools,
whose founder is Jean-Baptiste de la
Salle. :

This community of Irish Christian
Brothers have the direction of schools
in the principal cities of Ireland.
These schools are independent of the
Board of Education, and are sup-
ported exclusively by the woluntary
oontributions of ‘the people. This
ocommunity of teachers has always

ined in comstant comtact  with

soul of the mation. And, since
it strenuously endeavors to realize
the National aspirations, following
closely the trend of modern progress,
and sending its best men everywhere
to study the best and most sucoess-
ful metheds of doing things, it has
not failed to secure the sympathy
and esteem of the people for the
guccess which crowns its efforts.

These Brothers have a sysbem of

teaching peculiarly their own. They
have their own wofficers and inspec-
tors, their owm series of text-books
in every bramch of instruction.
* They also duct industrial school
and i tions of dary  in-
struction.
The Sisters of the Holy Faith, in
lke y duct primary school
for girls without receiving amy sub-
sidy or mssistance from the Govern-
ment.

First and foremest, we take plea~

is to have the family penetrate mo
into the school, and the necessil

terial, ped:
everything is perfeotion

tions of men, or of women,—8ub-
sidized schools amd free schools. We
will mention a few of these .schools
which we have at Dublin, Lime-
rick, Waterford an& Cork.
From ‘the triple viewpoint of me~
gogic and disciplinary or-
gemization, we do mot pretend that
in Ireland,
any more than elsewhere. Neither
did we visit the worst equipped
schools. We were shown, by pre-
ference, the best, and, as we do mot
pretend to play the critic, we have
selected, by preference, the most
meritorious institutions.
In Dublin we saw in operation the
model Central Normal School for
boys and girls, with two practice
schools for boys amd girls amnexed.
We also visited ‘‘Richnond School”’
—a very important primary school
founded by the great O’Connell in
1828. Conducted by the Irish Chris-
tian Brothers, it is well equipped
and well furnished. Tt is a very
successful school; the children of the
best families go there to receive their
elementary education, and to pre-
pare for the University; for second-
ary instruction is also imparted
there.
ELEMENTARY EXPERIMENTAL
SCIENCE.

One of the things peculiar to in-
struction in Ireland is what we saw
at 'the Central Normal School in Dub-
lin, and at the practice schools an-
nexed thereto; it is what is called
“‘Elementary Experimental Science.”
The object is, not so much to im-
part to the pupils of the primary
schools scientific teaching properly
so-called, as to form accurate habits
of observation, exact work, amd ac-
curate reasoning;—a process of train-
ing which will ensure success in
most conditions of life.

This sort of teaching, however,
not peculiar to, Ireland; it'is based

on a report of a British Associa-
tion Committee. Here is what it
consists of.

A small laboratory is constructed
with all the Instruments necessary
for measuring. The pupils have to
come into contact with all these in-
struments and accustom themselves
to handle them, and perform the
various operations. In ‘the first
three degrees, this imstruction is
given in the form of object lessoms.
In the five other grades a real prac-
tical course in the clements of chem-
istry amd physics is followed. The
laboratory is approached by instruc-
tion of this kind absolutely based on
experience. The pupils are then re-
quired to give a synopsis, in writ-
ing, of the lesson given them; and
this accustoms them, at the same
time, to the practice of literary ocom-
position: (See Rules and Regula-
tioms of the Commissioners of Na-
tional Education m Ineland.)

In like manner, in the teaching of
Domestic Economy, the idea is to
give it a scientific'basis, founded on
the experiences made by the _girls
themselves. So, the course is divid-
ed into thnee parts, and into these
enter, more or less, all the ideas ap-
pearing on the programme of studies
for boys, entitled ‘‘Elementary 'Ex-
perimental Science.’’

The pupils practically study mea-
gures of length, the balanae, scales,
volumes of capacity and extent ~of
areas, the laws of floating bodies,
the expamsion of solids and liquids,
weight of the atmosphere, the mak-
ing of thermometers, the principal
effects of heat on aliments, 'the pre-
servation of aliments, etc. (See
Rules and Regulations, p. 97.) *
Nevertheless, we must remark that
a good deal of trouble has béen ex-
perienced in introducing the course
of elewentary science, manual train-
ing, cooking and washing.

Take, for instance, the official re-
port, and you will see what is said
about the circuit of Killarney,
the results obtained are very in-
significant. Elswwhere we visited
other National schools; at Cork we
visited St. Peter’s school, St. Paul’s
school, and St. Francis school. At
Waterford we visited St. Patrick’s
gohool, and St. KEtienne’s sohool,
which is the school of practice for
the pupils of the Normal school of
the city conducted by the Brothers
of the Christian Schools (de la
Salle. )

Waterpark College— ( Brothers ‘of
the Christian Schools: ) ;

This college was founded in 1892,
and prepares pupils for business amnd
for the professi that, 8 thet
‘both primary and secondary imstruc-
in the College.
v " ) pupm‘;'
and these are equipped with all mo-
dern nppng_u.tu‘s*a:dm' lied - with|

ercises are held in homor, as
often been proved by the success

Island.
bathing places, equipped with the ap-
paratus required for every kind of

cation.

not sufficient

of their

t pupils | obtai of specialized in- |achieved in the different mar
ex- | gtruction, if mot the supremacy, at SCHOOL SPORTS. P
least ‘an honorable place in com- It is inevitable not to speak

o by religious congre-[it. In fact, all the governmonts of
the world have recogmized that the
domain of sport exercises an influ-
ence on the school and om the future
w m;.th At Berdin, there are
ons e public parks
e i set aside
There also, the small children
the/use of a field of 40 acres, e
rounded by four concentric rows of
trees, in whose shade they can rest
themselves from the fatigue of their
exercises. This movement in
meny comes from the intellectual e
smciaﬁ!:n of a principle, rather mp—
rom & love of sport inherent i thy
lGennn.n nature. oh d
ic schools, and in some of the 1
Irish institutions, foa
ball ‘are compulsory.

use  of the public schools.

sur-

Ger-

In the Fnglish pub-

cricket and foet~

The city of Glasgow supplies mear-

ly twenty spacious playgrounds f
the use of its children. - A

The American cities, especially New

York, absolutely force themselves o
supply play grounds and sport equip-
ment for their children™—Even pri-
vate initiative has dome
remedy the great evil of imsufficient
means of recréation for 'the children
of the great city.

much to

Mr. Schwab has been the means of

affording health and happiness to
many thousand children.
of three millions of dollars, he bought

At a cost
65 acres of land on a bay of Staten
There he erected baths. and

amusement imaginable. He had a
boat built by means of which 1000

children dare brought out, every day,

from the ocity to the island free of

cost.

A system of education well equipp-

ed ought to include gymnastics, or-
ganized school sports and athletics.

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.
The school system of a country is

jg {not considered complete until it em-

braces all kinds of teaching, from the
infant school amd kindergarten up
to the highest degree of superior edu-
But before reaching the top
of the ladder, there are many de-

grees, even in primary instruction it-

self. At Paris, we find, besides the
primary schools properly so called,
superior primary schools; .there are
the Chapital College, the Arago, Col-
bert J. B. Say, and Turgot schools

for boys, and the Sophie-Germain and

Edgar-Quinet schools for girls.
The elementary primary schools is
for all. As for the
children of the working classes, their
studies generally end with the end
school years. The same
thing may be said of shop-keepers,
employes on low pay, and modest ar-
tisans. There is, undoubtedly, | the
college of secondary education. But
the disappointment and the encum-
brement of the professions are to be
feared. There must be an aim withy
in nearer reach, and one which can
be attained with surety and  with-
out much expense. Over there peo-
ple have decided that the superior
primary school realizes admirebly
‘these moderats aims.

In reality, the superior primary
school is only a prolongetion or

lengthening of the elementary  pri-
mary school.
It is mot yet special secondary

teaching that Mr. Gerard has defined
in these terms: *“‘Its object is to fur-
mish chiefs to that army of workers,
educated only in the primary school,
in trade, in banks, in workshops, in
the management of large companies,
in that vast field which is called the
business world.”” In order to be well
filled, these employments of direction
( Continued on Page 3.)

Don’t Neglect-
a Coughor Cold

IT CAN HAVE BUT ONE
RESULT. IT LEAVES
THE THROAT or LUNGS,
OR BOTH, AFFECTED.

DR. WOO0D’S NORWAY PINE
SYRUP. IS THE MEDICINE
YOU NEED. . . . ...«
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