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OCTOBER 17, 1907
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A TEACHER'S REPLY TO MR. RICE.

Bditor ‘* The Farmer's Advocate *

Having picked up a recent issue of *“ The Farm-
er's Advocate,” I was much interested, as g teach-
er, in the discussion at present going forward in
your columns re the lamentable status of our pub-
lic schools. I was particularly interested in the
alarmingly broad statements from the vigorous
pen of Mr. Rice. Indeed, it was the perusal of
Mr. Rice’s letter that has led me to venture a few
observations on rural-school matters.

First, let me say that such a discussion as
your pages are at present accommodating should
do considerable good among the class of readers
who subscribe to your paper—the farmers of On-

tario—if it is carried on intelligently. It is time
our rural residents were taking a little interest in
educational matters. As a mass, their interest in
educational progress has not hitherto extended

beyond keeping down the school rate.

Mr. Rice scores our schools and teachers pretty
heavily when he grows reminiscent and declares
that ‘ pupils of the fourth form to-day are not

so well educated as those in the second form of
twenty years ago.”” As this is g charge, however,
which Mr. Rice cannol prove, and as it is one

which our best educationists will deny, and easily
demonstrate as erroneous—and they are the most
competent judges in such questions—it will be well
for Mr. Rice’s neighbors to take plenty of salt
with his indignant charges.

I believe it is the opinion of our experienced
inspectors that our public-school teachers are, on
the whole, doing better work to-day than ever has
been done hitherto in Ontario ; that their methods
are based more truly on psychological science;
and that teachers, as a body, have a greater
knowledge concerning the mental processes of the

child’s mind, as well as the prescribed subjects,
than did those of the ‘‘ good old days.”” Tt is a
truth which many would-be reformers are con-

tinually forgetting, that the true aim of public-
school education is not to turn out embryo farm-
ers, or miniature artisans, or professionals-in-the-
bud, but to logically train and develop the reason-
ing powers as an equipment for any phase of life.
This being so. the question of curricula does not
agitate the true teacher very deeply ; to him,
the curriculum, with its terminal examination, is
not the end, but the means thereto.
It is not my purpose, however, to quarrel with
Rice, nor to screen our pedagogical weak-
nesses. We all know that the teaching profession
has not kept pace with the progress made by
other professions, though its field of research is
the widest of all. Both Mr. Editor and Mr.
Rice cite cases where pupils were helpless when
required to do a little impromptu calculation. 1
don’t doubt their experience. 'They have touched
upon one of the weakest points of our pupi}s’
training. Too many teachers devote the entire
arithmetic period to text-book problems, when
two-thirds of the period could be invaluably spent
in ‘““mental '’ arithmetic, involving every-day
operations. No pupil in school should escape a
generous, daily shower of such problems; ta be
worked by head ''—these problems dea]ing‘with
practical, every-day occurrences, and logically
adapted to the pupil’s expetrience and power. If
the teachers throughout Ontario would fo]l.ow
this procedure, there would be such a marked im-
provement in alertness, accuracy and assurance
on the part of our P'ulic< haol graduates that
even Mr. Rice would he mollified.

I am glad, also, that Mr. Rice touched upon
the examination nuisance. His children are evi-
dently attending school where the plague has se-
cured a foothold. Hundreds of teachers lhl‘()llgh—
out the Province are blindly hugging to the_n'
bosoms this viper, despite the warningg of their
enlightened brethren. 1 know teachers in my own
district who unfailingly have monthly examina-
tions, and publish the reports in the local papers,
presumably to show the parents how eacl_] pup]!
compared with his fellow classmates, as if an,\y
pupil’s standing or progress could be nleasqred by
so shallow a gauge. These tveavhers_ do this year
after year, taking no note of the (hscouragen'l‘en‘t
offered to those pupils who always foot the lls'ts,
and who may have done better _work, and cvrtavlhn-
Iy need more encouragement, than the stars w (;
shine at the top. The teat'hvr who can_not tel
when to promote a pupil, wnthmlt a wr‘nt@en ex-
amination, must have a very (h’st,ant acquaintance
i upil’s mental dynamics. )
“H’Ruth‘; rz;rrrlJ forgetting that ‘“ The Farmer s 'A(l—
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vocate is not a school J¢ ;
> ark to Mr. Rice that the day when a
et R High-school training without
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E; it is a notorious fact that our rural residents
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have looked upon the m'd‘inary schonl—.tax. as ng
burden to be borne only with much sqmrm.ltrll"g E]iV[r
self-pity. = Moreover, we cannot agree 1‘WI . h.
Rice’s arguments against a boy attending ‘foir
School in town. We consider the thrs,e }?;aden-
years’ life in town as an excellent a};owe)ver’ "

ing factor in a boy's education.

statistics show that less than one per cent. of our
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rural public-schuoul graduates ever attend
School, Mr. Rice should not be alarmed.

Our school system is not perfect, but it is im-
proving. The only true way in which it may be
further improved is to raise the standard of the
profession and demand a better class ol teachers.
These will be forthcoming when there is sufficient
remuneration to attract them. Hence, the people
have the remedy in their own hands.

Let me finally intimate to Mr. Rice that the
excellence of the old log-school system is like the
peculiar flavor of his boyhood’s pumpkin pies—
existent only in his reminiscent imagination.

Oxford Co., Ont. R. H. DARLING.

_ HORSES.

High

‘“ AMGREYS.”

The following discursive article on the latest
American  horse-breeding experiment, is taken
from the Daily Mail, of Manchester, Fng., and is

well worth reading, not only hy draft-horse breed-
ers, but by the light-horse men as well. It will
be recalled that, as explained in ‘“ The Farmer’s
Advocate ’ of Sept. 5th, the intention is to use
gray Shires and Clydesdales for a foundation,
possibly infusing some gray Percheron blood later
on :

‘ The American Government, led by President
Roosevelt, has made up its mind to rob England,
if it may be, of her undoubted supremacy in heavy-
horse breeding. An extremely interesting experi-
ment, suggesting—perhars o' ne! on—tre wise
ordinances of Edward I.. ‘e naw Feing undertaken
with this view. The officiel horse-buyer for the
Renublic has been touring Britain throughout the
summer, as the usual habit is of American buyers,
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and has shipped a number of fine mares and stal-
lions.

‘“ The majority have been brought from Wales
and the northern counties, and consist of more or
less equal numbers of Shires and Clydesgdales.
These are to stock a new stud farm, and from
the cross a new breed, with a special studbook,
and a distinctive title, is to be established. %
understand that the name selected is ‘‘ Aingrey,
which carries its derivatiom on its face. The
American Government, with the sa.me.curious pref-
erence asserted both by Mr. Vanderbilt and Mr.
Armour, has only purchased gray horses., of the
pick of which England is now bereljt, since, as
well as the purchases of the American Govgrn—
ment, Mr. Armour has taken the two best geldings
he could find. 'The expectation is that gra.y’color
will be as permanent an attribute of these ‘Am—
as their peculiar shade of chestnut is of

greys ’
the Suffolk Punches.
THE LONGEVITY OF GRAYS.
“ In England, some prejudice exists against

rays, though the old gray horse is s}lll an almost
grgzerbial gresence on the farm. They are espe-
cially objected to in a park tcam, but perhg.ips
there is something in the American coptentlop
that the prejudice is wholly due to English lazi-

ness Both Mr. Vanderbilt and Mr. Armour have
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proved that g gray can keep his looks as well as
a bay if he bt strenuously groomed. They reck-
on, perhaps, without our weather; but there is
certainly no bona-fide objection other than
ssthetic to gray color. It may even have dis-
tinct virtues. Some ol the best judges of a horse;
and those who have most closely studied the more
practical problems of heredity, consider it proved
that grays are distinctly ionger lived than other
horses. It does not, of course, follow that the
color is dominant and can be maintained as one
of the distinctive marks of a breed. Still, the
preference is interesting, and the experiment worth
making. '

‘“No better bree's than the Clydesdales and
Shires could have been selected. - The one defect
of the Shire is clumsiness, the one defect of the
Clydesdale lightness. ( n this ground, it has fon
some time been agreed by English breeders that
the two breeds ought never to have heen' sepa-
rated; and the Clydesdale certainly shows a tend-
ency to develop nimbleness, 4t the expense of the
cardinal qualities proper to the heavy horse.
Hence the wisdom of the American Government.
Their experiment should especially concern every
English horse-breeder, and one could wish that
our own Government would feel similar concern.
Tts attention to horse-breeding as a part of the
agricultural wealth of the country has terribly
deteriorated since Henry VIII. set up his draft-
horse studs in the neighborhood of Newmarket.
The American Government has kept its scheme
very quiet, but now that the first purchases are
made, there is no reason for withholding
criticism.

PERCHERON OR SHIRE.

‘“ The tour of Mr. Armour’s grays, now on .their
way to New York, has been partly responsible.
It has clinched the old belief that English heayvy
horses: are supreme
the world over. We
all, " admired his
team of six grays.
Their docility . was
as astonishing as
the capacity of
their trainer. Even
the wheelers, weigh~
ing well over a ton,
had paces that sug-
gested a Welsh po
rather than the Ial-
stafiian carrier :of
a ton of fesh,’
Nevertheless, as
drait horses, they
do not compare
with our Shires in
the judgment of any
specialist., They
have not the bone ;
their weight is
largely due to the
fatness which round-
ed their limbs, and
certainly lent. ‘them
spectacular  virtue.
'T'heir feet, an ad-~
mirable touchstone
for draft horses,
are indifferent. Nor
have they the power
of * stroke.’ All
who have admired
the horses in Rosa
Bonheur’s picture
will at once recog-
nize the breed.
There is no doubt
abqut the Percher-
on, and few more
comely horses are found. Many. hundreds
have been imported into America from Normandy,
and for some years they have been taken as the
ideal type of draft horse.

‘“ They have never been so considered in Eng-
land. Even those who most unfeignedly admired
Mr. Armour’s grays had to recognize that for the
proper work of a draft horse, they were inferior,
not only to our show horses, but to many of the
workaday Shires on the farms. Indeed, the two
breeds cannot very well be compared. They are
as different as chalk from cheese ; the fine feathers
on the legs, reckoned so highiy by knglish judges,
are as pleasing in English eyes as the Percheron
smoothness to the Normandy dealer. In a great
measure, owing to this diflerence of taste, the
King’s Shires were not universally successful in
competition in the United States, but it is now
almost universally acknowledged that their breed
is supreme when hard and continuous work is in
question, and, in our cyes, their manifest power is
the proper basis of their beauty.

CLIMATE AND STAMINA.

*“ Several vital queslions in breeding, indeed in
general questions of heredity, are likely to be
illustrated in this American experiment, in which
it is understood that Mr. Roosevelt, a great judge
of horseflesh, is showing keen personal {interest.
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