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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
W We do not hold ourselves responsible for 

the opinion-* vxpnwevd by our rom—pondent h.

THE NVMBER OF SACRAMENTS. 
Editor of “The Church Evangelist."

Sir, Mr. Sum has evidently min under 
stood my complaint of his having i(tinted 
only twelve words out of my «(Uotation 
concerning the numlter of Sacraments 
from Homily it. Hook II. 1 did not coin 
plain of his not having ipioted the whole 
«(notation, hut of his having <|iiote«l only 
twelve wonln and hy doing so having mis 
represented the teaching of the homily 
on the subject on which lie was writ
ing. lie will remember l’s. liii. I., 
“ The fool hath said in his heart. There 
is no (««si." What would he think «»f the 
man who <(Uote«l the words “ There is no 
<{«hI," and said that the Bible says “there 
is no (lod I " This is exactly the sort of 
thing Mr. Sage has done with the homily. 
The fact is the homily teaches exactly 
what the Church Catechis. ami Art. 
XXV. teach, viz., that there are no Sac 
raments “ of like nature " with Baptism 
and the Sup|ier of the foml inasmuch as 
there are these “ two only, as generally 
necessary to Salvation." “ They may 
therefroe," as Bishop Harold Browne says 
“ par excellence lie called Sacraments of 
the Goapel." But the Church Catechism 
d«ws not limit the numlier of Sacraments 
to two, while the homily sjieaks of «.tilers 
besides, t In .null pufaltllg OWl that then 
are no other Sacraments “ of like nature " 
with these two.

Mr. Sago has a curious idea alsiut the
“Voice of the Church." In a former
letter he spike of the conclusions of the 
Bisho|« in Conference at founlwth as the 
“\oice of the Church." In your issue 
of to-day, 12 inst., he s|ieaka of a set of 
lessons publisheil by the Church of Eng
land S. S. Institute as “an authoritative 
voice of the Church." I «lare say Mr. 
Sage may even consider the conclusions 
of the Synod of lluroiuas “the v«»ice of 
the Church," and if so why not the utter 
anr-es or teaching of the S. S. committee 
«if the Diocese of Toronto I

I would not for one moment allow Mr. 
Sage to sur|utss me in resjiect and rever
ence for the office of Bishop, but one 
cannot allow the honor and res|iect which 
is due towards the «iftice of Bishop, and to 
the combined judgment of our Bight 
Reverend Fathers m G«*|, to lea«l him to 
give to their conclusions an importance 
which they would not claim for them 
themselves. The Bislmps at foimlteth 
do imt claim that their utterances are “the 
voice of the Church." But apart from 
this “the third of the four articles pro
mised as a lauds for Christian union, 
(which reads thus), ‘ the two Sacraments 
ordained by Christ himself : Baptism and 
the Supjier of the Lord,' " etc., is not at 
variance with the teaching of Book II., 
Homily 9, which declares other Sacra
ments than these two. These are the 
only two Sacraments “ necessary to Sal
vation," and when our Bisho|is were lay
ing down terms of re-union they certainly 
would not insist upon more than was 
alisolutely necessary, they therefore in
sisted only on those two Sacraments 
which are pre-eminently Sacraments, and 
may thus lie termed “ the tw«i Sacra
ments," ami what they wishtsl to state 
concerning them is that they lie “minix- 
tere«l with unfailing use of Christ’s words 
of institution, and of the elements ordain
ed by Him."

From the Lamlieth conference Mr. 
Sage drops to the lesson notes «if the 
Church of England 8. S. Institute as “an 
authoritative voice of the Church." Now 
no committee in the Canadian Church is 
more indebted to the Church of England 
S. S. Institute than the S. 8. committee 
of the Diocese of Tonuito. But we are 
ijuite sure that the committee of the In
stitute would he very much surprise*) if

we were to claim for their lesson notes 
what Mr. Sage d«a*s. We use their notes 
imuit fieely, but not slavishly, and have 
done so for the past fifteen years. The 
Institute gives us the privilege of using 
them, aiv! we now pay aif honorarium to 
the Institute yearly for the right of doing 
so, lievaiiHc their notes are copyright, not 
la-cause they are “Hit authoritative voice 
of the Church. Mr Sage «pudes from 
the notes of the Rev. A. V. Macphcr- 
s«ni on the Church Catechism, so does the
8. S. committee of the Diis-ese of T«>ron 
to, but we cannot recognize the notes of 
any imliviilual man, or even of acorn 
mittce however numerous that committee 
may lie, however godly and learm-il its 
mendiera may la-, as “ an authoritative 
voice of the Church," as Mr. Sage d«a>s.

Will you kindly place Mr. Sage’s «plot 
ati«m from Mr. Miieidierwoit's “ Iaumoiihou 
the Church Catechism," along side the 
wonls of the homily concerning the num- 
la-r of Sacraments The homily it must 
Ik* rememla'ixsl is the “ authoritative 
voice of the Church."

Mr. Miicpherson. “Answer the.pn-st- 
ion, how many sacraments I Bow- 
many t Two only. S«inie peoph- think 
there are more, but our Church teaches 
us that there are two You will |auhaps 
know more als-ut this when you are old- 
el We do not call anything a Sacra
ment except these two. What are the 
two They are Baptism and the Supp'r 
of the foil'd. Tln-se are the only two 
that are generally necessary to salvation. 
We don’t consider anything a sacrament 
unless it is necessary «<• salvation."

Voice of the Church, Book II, Homily
9. “Ami as for the nnmlH'r of them 
(the sacraments), if they should lie con 
siderud according to the exact signifi
cation of a sac rament, namely, for visible 
signs, expressly commambal in the New 
Testament, where unto is annexvtl the 
promise of free forgiveness of our sin ami 
of our Ivdiness ami joining in Christ : 
there lie but two, namely, Baptism and 
the Kupjier of the fowl. For although 
Alwolution hath the promise of forgive
ness of sin, yet by the express word of the 
New Testament it hath not this promise 
annexed and tied to the visible sign, 
which is imposition of hands. For this 
visible sign (I mean laying on of Itarnls), 
is not expressly commanded in the New 
Testaim-nt to lie used ill Absolution, as 
the visible signs in Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper are ; and, therefore, Abso
lution is no such sacrament as Baptism 
anil the Communion are. Ami although 
the ordering of ministers hath His visible 
sign and promise, yet it lacks the promise 
of remission of sin as all other sacraments 
besides the two alsive iiameil do. There
fore neither it, nor any other sacrament 
else, lie such sacraments as Baptism ami 
the Communion are. But in general 
accept ta )t ion the name of a sacrament 
may lie at tribut ml to anything, whereby 
an holy thing is signified,"

Book I. Homily, “against ■wearing."
“ By holy promises, with calling the 

name of dial to witness, we lie niaile 
holy mendiera of Christ, when we profess 
his religion receiving the Saerament of 
Baptism. By like holy promise the Sac 
nunent of Matrimony knitteth man ami 
wife in |ivr|ietual love, that they desire 
not t« lie sejiaratvil for any displeasure or 
adversity that shall after happen."

I ait us rememlier that Article XXXV. 
tells us that these homilies “ contain 
()<idly and wlmlesome doctrine."

Now altlmugh we use Mr. Macpher- 
s<ill’s “ licasons mi the Church Cate- 
chisiii," where we timl one thing in his 
notes, and the Church saying ill her 
formularies some thing «juite opposed to 
what Mr. Macplii-raoii says, we are 
coui|iclled as holiest Churchmen to accept 
what the Church says ami not what Mr. 
Macjiherson, whose opinions are those of 
a private individual says.

I had no intention, Mr. Editor, of at 
tacking Mr. Macpheraon’s teaching, un

fortunately Mr. Sage has drawn him into 
tho Cfintroversy, 1 am simply defending 
the teaching <»f the leaflets published by 
the S. S. committee of the Diocese of 
Toronto of which 1 happen to lie a mem
ber. That teaching, I have endeavored 
to maintain, is in acconlance with the 
teaching of the formularies of the Church 
as to the number of sacraments. The 
number of sacraments ordained of Christ 
in His Church are “ two only, as gener
ally necessary to Salvation, that is to say. 
Baptism and the Sumicr of the Lord." 
“Those five commonly called sacraments 
. . . . are not to be counted for
sacraments of the Gospel," (Art. XXV.) 
“ The homily defines a Sacrament of the 
(losjiel to lie 4 a visible sign expressly 
commanded in the New Testament, 
where nnt«i is annexed the promise of 
free forgiveness of our sins, and of holi
ness and joining in Christ.* .... 
Now this definition «lues not exclude 
Matrimony, Confirmation, Alwdution, 
and Orders from being in some sense 
sacraments ; but it excludes them from 
lu-ing ‘ such Sacraments as Baptism and 
the Communion,’ " (Bishop Harold 
Browne). Mr. Editor, 1 have had my 
say, I must thank you for your kindness 
and patience. May He who can alone 
guide us into all truth keep us from all 
jirejudice and error, and grant us a right 
judgment in all things, and evermore to 
rejoii'o in His Holy comfort.

CHAS. L INGLES.
Hep IS, IMS

CHURCH BOYS’ BRIGADE,
fotitor of “ The Church Evangelist."

Sir, May I through your columns re- 
mind my brother Wanlens of the Brigade 
that under the new constitution the an
nual election of officers should take place 
at the lieginning of < >ct<dier ' I would 
also like to urge upon them the import
ance of bringing all the boys together at 
the proposed public inspection at the end 
of the month. Two new coiii|iaiiies have 
just been ud«led to this youthful army of 
Churchman. St. Mary s. (Dovemmrt), 
ami Christ Church, (Mvafonl) ; and there 
are several more, likely to l»eforme<l soon.

CHARLES H. HHOllTT,
< thief Warden.

Editor of “ The Church Evangelist."
Sir,-- Will you allow me to make 

through the cidumns of your pa|»cr, a 
correction in what I am reported to have 
said in the Provincial Synod, when sneak
ing on a motion of Professor Clarke of 
Toronto, to omit certain wonls in Canon 
xiii., so as to allow of other versions of 
Holy Scripture lieing used in churches, 
than the Authorized Version. I am re- 
(Hirteil to have said that I hoped the 
Synod would never by its vote to displace 
the Authorized Version now use«l in our 
churches. What I thought I said, and 
certainly what 1 intended to say, was, 
that I hoped the Synoil would never by 
its vote displace the Authorized Version, 
for the present Revised Version.

^ ours «diediently,
F H -I BRIGS roCKE, 

Archdeacon of St. John. 
Nap -j:. IMS.

Editor i-f “The Church Evangelist."
Sir, Permit me through your columns 

to appeal to our fellow-churchmen in behalf 
of the Church of St. Mary, Asjidin, Dio
cese of Algoma.

The church is a stone structure, the 
tower of which has given away at one cor
ner, and is in a perilous condition. A 
practical man who has insjiectod the 
tower, states, that if attended to immedi
ately, it can be repaired for about $60. 
The work should begin at once. The


