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cum!», am! there will remain only such a number of 
*,rong banks as with their branches can find a rea
sonable profit within the field to be occupied.” After 
a reference to the practice of some Canadian banks of 
seeking investments in the United States as an indica
tion that the Dominion is "in some degree over
banked. the writer of tlu article under review re
marked: "the banks that carry on this business need 
to be very strong in resources and the capabilities of 
their managers ”

At the ckwc of an article which afforded Canadians

war risks. A week before the actual outbreak gf 
hostilities, the gold was capturerl. Payment oi the 
claim has lieen refused by the underwriters, they a in
tending that the turmoil in the Transvaal at the nine 
of seizure was really equivalent to war. This i> said 
to lie one of the largest insurance cases ever In.ird 
in the English courts.

As Lloyds and the Dreifontein Mining Company arc 
equally interested in the recovery of the gold, it sc, m> 
a pity they do not equip a secret expedition to attempt 
the capture of Oom Paul and hold him as a hostage 
until he disgorges part of the enormous fortune lie is 
credited with.

However, perhaps Lord Roberts may have already 
made arrangements with Carrington, or French, 
llurnham, or the irrepressible Baden-Powell, to pro
duce Mr. Kruger on the anniversary of the Queen's 
coronation, and he may then be induced to divulge 
what he has done with the Dreifontein Mining Com
pany's treasure.
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a very good opportunity to ascertain what others 
think of the financial mechanism of the Act, the fol
lowing tribute was |>aid thereto: “The defects of the 
( anadian banking system arc so few, and its excel
lencies so great, that it will be conqiaratively easy for 
Parliament to bring it as near perfection, by some 
slight amendments, as any human institution can be 
made." Even the most vain of the framers of the 
Ads under which our tanks are cliartcrrd to do liusi- 

hardly wish for higher praise than this, andness can
we hope that the making of any changes in the Cana
dian Bank Act will lie largely left in the hands of the 
Finance Minister and the bankers.

A DELIGHTFUL DINNER.
" ‘Tie ever common

That men are merriest when they are from home ’*

* * *
" Good wine is a good familiar creature if it be well need. **

Skéktftêrt
-------- mmmm---------

A silver cloud If the darkest cloud occasionally 
*‘tfc • shows the proverbial silver lining, 
ar there is no good reason why we

should not turn the saying inside outside, like Hia
watha's fur mittens, and represent Colonel Bryan as 
sitting on a silver cloud with a decidedly dark lining. 
We had ho|K-d that, whatever may lie the platform 
of the Democratic |wrty at the next Presidential elec
tion. the silver plank would lie omitted.

However, the commercial prosperity of the Vnilcd 
States is hardly likely to he jeopardized by any fur
ther serious advocacy of the silver heresy, if the busi- 

of the country have any belief 111 the sagacity

o
Mr. W. M oison Macphcrson, president of Mol sons 

Bank, entertained his colleagues of that institution, 
and a few other friends, at one of the most delightful 
dinners of the season on Tuesday evening last, at the 
Mount Royal Club. The guests were Messrs. S. II 
Ewing; Colonel Hcnshaw; E. Stuar, ; Donald Mac 
master, O.C.; A. 1). Durnford; R. Wilson-Smith; V 
M. Ramsay; W. Markland Mol son; H. Markland M oi
son; S. Finley; T. Draper; J. Cordon (New York 1 : 
Thomas Davidson, E. C. Pratt; H. Dobell; J. Try- 
Davies; If. Archibald; G. F. C. Smith. Regret 
expressed at the unavoidable absence of Mr. James 
Elliot, the newly-appointed general manager of the 
bank, who was attending the bankers’ meeting at < tt 
tawa.

wane's men 
of their bankers.

Under the circumstances, perhaps Colonel Bryan, 
now looming tip on the political horizon, sitting on 
the silver cloud of tfk/fi. will rely for more solid sup
port upon hold denunciations of the greed of the Brit
ish Empire, and hysterical appeals to his countrymen 
to interfere in South African affairs. Knowing these 
Boer champions to lie insincere, we must keep cool.

After dining wisely and well, several speeches 
made to which no one could sit a dull, inactive listen 
cr No citizen of Montreal could, we presume—at 
least as loyal citizens we hope he could not—eat hi- 
dinner and drink his wine in these stirring times with 
out recalling to his mind the existence id the Queen, 
and the other loyal toasts. At the dinner in question, 
the guests showed themselves keenly sensible to tin 
virtues of the good things set before them, and, round 
a table loaded with good cheer, the spirits and gayetv 
of the ciimjanx found vent in t|iccclies breathing such 
loyalty to the Empire, that every utterance of the 
orators of the evening was received with "general ap
plause and cheerful shouts.” Several of those present 
made interesting references to the close connection 
of the Mol son family with the financial history of 
Montreal, and many were the good wishes expressed 
for the continued progress and prosperity of the Med 

Bank Reminiscences id the past. s|ieech. song, 
and story combined to give pleasure to all present. It 
was indeed a delightful dinner.

wen

Trasnul Oeldi I’rolahly rendered uneasy by the 
rumoured removal id Mr Kruger 
and his ill gotten gains front Pre
toria to some unknown address,
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the nw tier* if gold seized by him are begin
ning to ask for payment of the insurance thereon. 
Tile Dreifontein Mining Company has com
menced suit against underwriters at Lloyds to 
recover $1.51x1.000 worth of gold which the 
now tottering Transvaal Government commandeered

SOUS
just liefon the war IJoyds insured the safe transit 
of the treasure to London, but the policy excepted
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