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FAITH—ITS QUALITIES.
1. Faith is Prompt —When Abraham 

heard the t all of God that was to change 
his whole life, he exercised great prompt­
ness in obeying it. There is a popular 
maxim that second thoughts are best. 
And that maxim is worthy of considera- 
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action. When God commands, to delay 
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• the Divine voice, prompt to obey

2. Faith Considers Othe 
death of his father, Abraham took his 
place as the leader of the colony. He

to urge others to obedience to the 
will by the force of his authority, 

or by the milder influence of his example. 
He was known to his God as one who 
would command his household after him. 
True piety is never selfish. He who has 
received the mercy of heaven catches the 
spirit of the divine benevolence, and 
longs for others to share in similar bless­
ings. Abraham was not content to be 
absorbed in attention to the salvation of 

Religion does not place 
a saved man as an isolated individual, 
but rather in relation to others. The 
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acquires a sublime value by the consci­
ousness that its blessings are shared by 
multitudes of others.

3. Faith Faces Difficulties.—To all 
human appearance Abraham had little 
else than discouragement throughout the 
whole of his course. From an outside 
view the ordinary observer could not 
«' seem that he had received any real 
benefit from his belief in God. (a) He 
was a wanderer. He had no settled 
place of abode, but travels about from 
place to place. (b) He Is visited by 
enemies. The Canaanltes were already 
in possession, so that he could not pass 
through the country without challenge.
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he would require to do would be to take 
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$:M rid, Obedience to the utmost of the Word of 
God is the necessary issue of a sound 
faith (v. 4).
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from parental counsel. It is also true 
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Introduced to us at seventeen years of 
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A necessity for the Intelligent study of 
this topic is a brief biography of Abra­
ham. Arrange for It. Any Bible dic­
tionary will give the facts. The fore­
going exposition presupposes this \ 
graphy. Having had the life of Abra­
ham presented, then have another 
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Joseph was sent to find his brothers and 
see how they fared. He found they were 
acting badly—probably destroying their 
father's property and indulging in dissi­
pation. And Joseph brought to their 
father the evil report. He was no tattler.

pise the tattler. But not to 
report a positive and dangerous evil In 
order to remove it Is a criminal action.
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Whether It t>e the liquor traffic, or 
neglectful legislators, or assaults on the 
Great Book of Truth, or wickedness in 
high places, or evil in the lower walks of 
life, the true Christian must be on the 
alert, prove himself a good citizen of a 
great country, and pray and work that 
our common country may be free from 
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OCT. II. — “GREAT MEN OF THE 
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Mon., Oct. S. To have high Ideals ..........Gen. 87. ft-11
Tues.. Oct. 6. To liear Injustice Gen. 117. 18-28
Wed., Oct. 7. Not to remain a menial . .Gen. TO. 1-6
Thur., Oct. 8. To show kindness Gen. 40. 1-28
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4. Faith forms Religious Arts.—
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