
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN4

BOOK
REVIEWS

SPECIAL
ARTICLES Our Contributors

THE PROFESSORS “MESSAGE OF 
THE BIBLE."

Rev. J. A. Macfarlane, M.A.

A WORD FOR THE MINISTER.

(By J. B. Halkett, Ottawa.)
THE BIBLE AND ORATORY.
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Genuine oratory has never loat Ite 
power over human assemblies. The 
press speaks to larger multitudes and 
everts lmmep.ee Influence, but the narn- 
lesa power of personality cannot be 
put Into ordinary print. It haa been 
said that the phonograph would sup
plant the living voice, and Bellamy 
thought that some day people would 
dispense with public gatherings and 
listen through such Instruments to the 
addresses and sermons of public men. 
Those who have listened to speeches 
by Gladstone through the phonograph 
and have also heard the living man 
know these theories to be absurd. The 
Instrument Is better than nothing, but 
one misses the flash and fire of the 
eye, the play of passion on the leonine 
face and the crash of that organ voice 
which fell upon the listener aa a 
shell that hurtled through the air to 
the place at which It was aimed.

The Bible above all printed books 
Is the home of true oratcry. This 
arises In part from the supreme vivid
ness of Its language. There are phrases 
In the Bible which stand unmatched In 
human speech, phrases which flash 
their meaning Into the heart of the 
reader or burn their pictures upon his 
soul. And this Is not all. The Bible 
la so absolutely supreme In this qual
ity that to get hold of Its expressions 
prevents the speech of any man from 
being commonplace. But the Bible, 
sharing this characteristic In some de
gree with other books has a distinct 
quality which they do not possess. It 
Is the quality of Divine inspiration— 
the breathing, the heart-beat of God 
which fills the Rook with the power of 
a living personality whose Influence 
dominates the reader. It Is this which 
prevents the stories of the Bible be
coming as oft told tales. It Is this 
which fills out the story of the Cruci
fixion and causes us to hear the shout
ing of the angry mob. the creaking of 
the wooden cross as It Is lifted Into Its 
place an-1 that shows us the cruel 
spear pkreing the quivering heart. The 
Psalmist voiced the asplratl 
versai numanlty when he cried out for 
the Living God. Because we live we 
refuse to be satisfied with a dead God. 
The Bible answers our longing lie- 
cause In It a Living God speak

We all know the tendency to belit
tle the minister's efforts. How often 
Is the string of supposed Inattention 
In visiting harped upon; such a re
mark as "the minister has not enter
ed m* doors for months" frequently 
made? As a son of the manse, and 
knowing somewhat of the life peculiar 
to a faithful pastor, the writer has no 
sympathy with the utterance. On tho 
contrary, when heard he wonders more 
and more why a reason never accom
panies the observation to show cause 
for change In the ministerial course. 
Is It that the grumbler Is not living 
up to his profession, or perchance 
neglects the ordinances of the Church? 
Ask him and we Imagine he would 
feel Insulted, and would call, In auch 
a case, a visit an unwarrantable In
trusion. lias he sickness either him
self or In his family and the minister 
never got* near his house? The an
swer will be In the negative, for every 
one knows this charge cannot bo 
brought against the ministers. Why 
then selfishly require time which tho 
pastor can so profitably employ else
where? We are well aware ministers 
endeavour to visit every member once 
a year, but often that Is Impossible, 
simply from the magnitude of the un
dertaking. Surely then, some charity 
might be extended, and the will taken 
for the deed. It requires but a mo-

Certaln publishers have Issued a ser
ies of books by various scholars un
der the general title, "Tho Messages 
of the Bible." In Introducing their 
scries the publishers say that they 
"take pleasure In announcing that they 
have In course of preparation a series 
of handbook!' which will enable every 
reader of the Bible to appreciate and 
obtain a mastery of the essential facts 
and teachings contained In It." 
volumes then are Intended not 
much for scholars as for "every rea 
of the Bible."

Volume IV of the series was writ
ten by Prof. McFadyen, of Knox Col
lege, Toronto. It was published in 
1901. I read It at the time, some parts 
of It very carefully. In view of some 
articles recently published by Prof. 
McFadyen elsewhere, I decided to 
glance through his book again. On 
page 6 ho Is speaking of the q 
of authorship of the first books 
Bible. That I do him no Injustice 
In quotation (and Higher Critics are 
always very tender on this point) I 
will quote him somewhat fully to start 
with.

"If there exists within the compass 
of the work, still more If there exist 
side by side two MUTUALLY EXCLU
SIVE VERSIONS of the same Incident, 
then by the constitution of the human 
mind, UNITY OF AUTHORSHIP IS 
EXCLUDED. What then are THE 
FACTS? It will be Instructive to ex
amine one or two chapters on the as
sumption of their unity and sec 
whether the
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25 to 29, three thousand of them
are slain by the tribe of Levi at the 
command of Moses In execution of the 
express command of God, who had 
pardoned them but a few verses before. 
Nay, In verse 85 God actually pun
ishes them himself, after having In 
verse 34 suspended punishment for the 
second time." So far Prof. McFadyen 
though the Italics are mine to bring 
out clearly the points for which the 
professor Is arguing.

I asked a minister In an Ontario town 
what he thought of the Scriptural re
ferences In this 
book. lie rep 
them up, but they must be alright." 
I could not but contrast with this easy 
faith in the Higher Critical professor, 
the calm statement made by Dr. Orr 
when he was In Canada. "If you want 
to keep your faith In Higher Critics, 
do not bring their statements to the 
bar of the Bible."

.The Bereans were "more noble" than 
the Thessalonlans, In that they "search
ed the Scriptures dally whether these 
things were so," that the Apostle Paul 
was affirming. I trust It may not be 
deemed discourteous or heretical 
ply a similar test to the Professor 
that the Bereans applied to the Apos-
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When we add to this the wonderful 
power of the human Instruments that 
God used to convey his thought we do 

the oratory of the 
The addresses 

of Moses have a majestic power about 
them which we vainly look for In mere 
human speech. Irony Is one of tho 
greatest weapons In public discourse 
but It Is one of the most difficult to 
use. Elijah's Irony In the appeal to 
the prophets of Baal Is a series of mas
ter-strokes unequalled elsewhere. The 
splendid defences made before kings 
and courts by the Apostle Paul show 
us the peerless lawyer while his ad
dress on Mar's Hill Is the kind of 
classic we should teach In our schools 
to-day. Such are some of the great 
examples of Bible oratory. To the 
end of time successful orators, who 
stir the human heart to action, must 
go to this Book for language where- 
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Now, would It not be a better state 
of affairs to exorcise this fault-find
ing spirit and In Its place put forth 
a real earnest endeavor to strengthen 
the pastor In his great work by reach
ing out the helping hand; saying a 
kindly word for him; cease to be bo 
very exacting; give him a good vaca
tion once a year, cheerfully put.lng 
up with his absence; pay him well and 
promptly, and In other wa: 
services are appreciated? 
the conscientious verdict must be 
the affirmative,
Is reached will 
grumbling, and the minister, however 
faithful, be properly understood.

In any case let 
to kill off this no

"to fat’llnot marvel that 
Bible stands supreme. o be occasion

tie,

We will take up 
turn up this -32nd 
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In verse 14 the apostate people are for
given by their God.
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