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** Wherefore, beloved aeeiag that we look for such things,"

II, let us in the oezi place consider the uae we anay derive

from the devout consideration of them.

1st—The knowledge of a rest prepared for those " which die

in the Lord" may serve to reconcile us to the loss of our dearest

friends. We know that in this world we are at best but as piU
griras,—we know that hare we cannot always abide,—we know
that when we die we return to meet our God by whom ws
were sent into this world of trial,—we kuow that to those who
have proved faithful, and who love God, to die is far better, why
then should we be so grieved, why should we mourn bitterly for

those who depart in the Lord ? We aay that it is natural to

lament heavily the loss of a beloved friend. It is natural indeed,

but it is so because we are not what we ought to he. It ia so,

because we regard our own bappineaa more than that of one

lamented friend. Excessive sorrow is occasioned by selfishness oC

heart,—by an absorbing sense oC the preaettt lose we have oua
aelvea sustained. Hence oar Lord, when comforting his disciplea

ander their grief at the prospect of hia cruel death, said unto

them, <' If ye loved me, ye would rejoice because I said onto
you I go to my Cather, for my father is greater than I ;"—aa
though ha had said the glory that I aball posseaa with my Father

Is ao much greater than what I now enjoy that if yoa loved ma
in a proper manner, instead of weeping at dia prospect of my
departure, ye would rtjoioe because I aaid I go to my father.

V therefore the love we bear our frienda were properly directed,

-^if it were unmixed with selfish feelings, we would alwaya mio-
glejoy with mourning whenever it pleaaea God '* to deliver them
out of the miseries of the pieaent world" by taking them to

binaelf to enrol them among hia aainta for ever more.

8d—Again, the prospect of • rest prepared for Christiana

beyond the grave may serve to stimulate us to perseverance in

well doing, and to enable aa to bear with, fortituile the labert,

pains and miseries of life. We need not be diacenraged with

the difficulties of our present atate^ For what though we ar«

DOW in weariness, and painfuloeaa,ia hunger and thirat, in coldand
nakedness, we know that they cannot kat forever, and though
** weepidg may endure for a night yetjoy cometh in the morning."
** The suffariqga of thia present time are not worthy to be com>
pared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. ' The hope
of honor, the hope of enjoyment, the hope of a comfortable

nrovision for old agOt enables a man to bear with cheerfalneaa the

bardabips & privationa of life, even though be is aenaible that tbara


