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,'' 440 THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL

from that of Samson—Samson conquering in his death ;

Saul defeated and disgraced in his.

Need we again urge the lesson? "Them that-

honour Me I will honour; but they that despise Me

shall be lightly esteemed/' You dare not leave God

out in your estimate of the forces that bear upon

your life. You dare not give to Him a secondary

piace. God must have the first place in your regards.

Are you really honouring Him above allrprizing His

favour, obeying His will, trusting in His word ? Are

you even trying, amid many mortifying failures, to

do so ? It is not the worst life that numbers many

a failure, many a confession, many a pray^ for mercy

and for grace to help in time of need, provided always ,

your heart is habitually 'directed to God as the great

end of existence, the Pole Star by which your steps

are habitually to be directed, the Sovereign whofc

holy will must be your great rule, the Pattern

whose likeness should be stamped on your hearts, the

God and Father of your Lord Jesiis Christ, whose

love, and favour, an<J blessing are evermore the best

and brightest inheritance for all the children of men. ((^
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END OF VOL. I.
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