
is said that those wlio went to mock at their
sufferings returned asking themselves, What
is it that can enter into the he^rt of man
and make him die as these die? They were
greater conquerors in their death than they
could have been had they purchased life by
a surrender of their faith.

What would have been the fate of the
Church if the early Christians had had as
little faith as many of our Christians now
have? And on the other hand, if the Chris-
tians of to-day had the faith of the martyrs,
how long would it be before the fulfilment of
the prophecy that every knee shall bow and
every tongue confess? Our faith should be
even stronger than the faith of those who
died two thousand years ago, for we see our
religion spreading and supplanting the
philosophies of the Orient.

As the Christian grows older he appreci-
ates more and more the completeness with
which Christ fills the requirements of the
heart and, grateful for the peace which he
enjoys and for the strength which he has
received, he repeats the words of the great
scholar, Sir William Jones:

"Before thy mystic altar, heavenly truth,
I kneel in manhood, as I knelt in youth.
Thus let me kneel, till this dull form decay,
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