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v«rT sTMt dit«<Jvnnti(rr« for the famifiR community. Alrrady are to l* foun.l in

theM new province. .li»trict« yielding little nwre th.in half the returns per acre they

did aome yeara m>, and while the yield, following rontinuo,i» crr.pping. .» gmnff down,

the land is becoming foul with wood., whereas, a system of miw^l i.irming. im- u.lmjr

the feeling of the straw and otli.r rough feed to cattle, together with n suitn .lo sys-

tem of rotation, involving spreading the manure on the hind, buildn up thr soil, keeps

it clear of weeds, and hastens the ripening of the grain, thus reducing the danger from

early frost. . . . • i j •

Tlure are in certain sections of the west, farmers who finwh their cuttle durmg

the sMuuno- and ship them to the British market. An example of thm mny U- sen on

a farm ar Moo«„min. where Mr. R. J. Phin, is devoting his ntt<ntion to this work.

He hui. les alxiut nine hun.lr«,l (OOO) head each year, sometimes shipping dmut t.)

the old country. These cattle are gathered largely around Moosomui. nnd in the;M..oso

ilountuiu countrv, where there is .ibundarce of water and grnss.. The chief point, of

interest regarding hi. opcratioiui aro-(a) the finishing on rape of cattle not otherwiaw

fit to fcliip; (b) winter feedi.ig.

UR. rUIN'3 llETilODS.

(a) Finishing cattle on repe:

' Tho land intende.1 for this purpose is treated as a summer fallow dnring the

enrlv sunim^-r. and about the first of July is sown to the forngo crop mentioned, two

poun.ls of s.M^d per acre being U8e<l, sown in drills. After the sowing is done, manure

i, nppli.d with spreaders; surface cultivation is followed about once a week hus

keeping the we«xls under. The cattle are turned on about September 15, and kept thero

until the frost sets in; in addition some chopped grain is fed. Ihe cattle come off

the ra,M3 in prime condition and ship well. The grains fc<l consist of oats, bar ey or

from, wheat, depending upon the price at which these may be obtained. >"* <>" y

are the steers thus turned off in good condition, but the land '^j'^""'^,,""'^, '^%*'^
bear a profitable crop of wheat, the straw being strong and the heads wcW filled. The

racking of th^ .soil seems to have the effect of preventing a rank growth of straw and

a so haptens tn. maturing of the crop. In 1908 sixty-five (65) acres were under rape

but 8..me years double this quantity has been sown; this course of husbandry has been

foUowcfi TOW for five years with satisfactory results.

(b) Winter feeding outside.—During the winter montha, from one to two hun-

drcl.teers are fed on cut straw and chopped grain. The equipment is not expensive

consisting of cheap wooden troughs, up about two feet from the ground on the leeward

side of the buildings. Adjacent to th« buildings is a yard with cheap sheds, but he

steers fed there do not seem to make any greater gains than those altogether in the

open. As remarked by Mr. Phin, "A big well-fed steer seems to take ittle heed ot

the cold
" The cattle fed are practically all Shorthorn grades, whicn are preferred,

OS. in addition to being good feeders, they have size and v\^ight

The following statement by Mr. W. F. Puffer, M.L.A., of Licombe, Alta., who i^

in everv sense of the word, a practical man, will be found both mtercatmg and in-

struf —
INTENSIVE FATTENING.

(By 1'/. F. Puffer, M.L.A., Lacombe.)

'In the district around Lacombe and Red Deer, and in fact in that prrt of tlv

province generally spoken of a-s Central Alberta, the winter feeding of cattle is becom-

ing more general.
, ,. . , , , . i p

There is still plenty of grass throughout this district but the farmor is aire.;;.-

occupying considerable areas. The country is somewhat .-oiling with abundant water,

and dotted with frequent groves of poplar and some spruce, affording excellent oppor-

tunity for winter feeding in the open without the expense of stabling.


