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Saakatchewan there are aeveral con-
vents (or gIrU, In some o( which
Kiatcra qualified as public school
teachers, conduct Catholic separate
school classes.

On the whole the outlook tor the
cause of Catholic education In these
new provinces is hrinht. What is
urgently needed there is an increase
in the numher of churches, priests,
and teachers, especially in the more
newly Bottled districts and amonnst
the Catholic Immigrants ironi south-
ern Kurope. This need llie Church
Extension .Society is umliing stupen-
dous ellorts to meet.

I have now given you as compre-
hensively as time will permit an out-
line of the history and o( the exist-
ing conditions of Catholic eduration
in the several provinces of the Do-
minion of Canada. I tear that the
dotails which I have necessarily dis-
cussed must have been wearisome.
You see tliat with us the conditions
diller in each province. Krom the
comparatively perfect separate
school system of Ontario we pass
through the less satisfactory systems
of Alberta and .Saskatchewan to the
unsatisfactory conditio' s in New
Brunswick and Prince I i ward Island.
In Manitoba tlie state of aHairs is
still more unsatisfactory, and in
British Columbia not only have re-
ligious minorities no legal rights in
regard to denominational education,
but no concessions appear to have
been made to them in the adminis-
tration of the public schools. In
Nova .Scotia, without any legal
guarantees, the public school system
seems to be administered to the en
tire satisfaction of Catholics.

I have said little of the Province
of Quebec. There Catholics have not
to seek protection as a minority. As
a majority, overwhelming in its
numbers, they control public educa-
tion. Yet the Protestant minority
in that province enjoys rights more
extensive tlian are accorded to Cath-
olic minorities in any part of Can-
ada. In the great I'niversity ol
Laval and the many colleges and con-
vents throughout this province the
higher education of the Catholic
population is well cared for. Gradu-
ates of these institutions are found
jiolding excellent positions not mere-
ly in Quebec, but throughout Canada

•nd in many places In the L'nited
iitates.
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"''Ic elementary education

the Lr. .,.ic people of Canada have
been deeply interested. Tliev sup-
port their schools libprall)

'
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they have them. Thev ure always
ready to act as trustees for llieiu
and in other wa\s to mai.ifest a
practical interest in their wurk and
their welfare. In secondary educa-
tion their interest has unfortunately
not been so kein; and higher educa-
Jion is left alm(jst entirely in the
hands ol the clergv and religious or-
ders, the assistauee of Catholic lay-
men being not sought and apparentiv
not desired. I am convinced that
this is a mistaken policv. We have
in Canada amongst the laity many
well educated men, occupying leading
positions In the literary world and
in professional and business life, men
who if encouraged to do so, would be
prepared to interest themselves in
and to devote some of their time to,
the aflairs of advanced Catholic edu-
cation. Their knowledge of the edu-
cational rcquiremenls of those vvho
have to make their way in the learn-
ed proiessions and in business life
their practical experience of the value
to themselves and to the men about
them of philosophical, classical
scicntillc, and commercial training
should prove of undoubted advantage
to those in charge of the timrses of
studies in our Catholic colleges, even
though these gentlemen of the laitv
should he called upon merely
tor consultation and advice. I cannot
hut think that their counsel and as-
sistance in matters ol business man-
agement would also be valuable
Moreover, the prospect of material
advantages in the form of gifts and
endowments to be expected from men
of means who would he thus person-
ally interested in the work and the
success of our higher educational in-
stitutions should not be under-
estimated. 1 do not know what are
the conditions in your country in this
matter. I do not know how you
look at the question. Put 1 regard
it as a great weakness in our Catli-
olic educational system in Canada
at the present day that the Catholic
layman play no part and practically
have no voice in the management
the course of studies, or the methods
of training of the institutions in which


