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_ The majority of consulting contracts
have been financed either through aid pro-
grams or through the international banks,
notably the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank. Shawinigan Engineer-
ing president Kenneth Gray, after an
intensive briefing at ADB headquarters in
Manila, described that bank as the “focal
point” of the region. ADB officials com-
plained that too few Canadian consulting
firms are now registered with the Bank to
receive tender calls. More serious, perhaps,
was the comment that not all the regis-

tered firms, when they are short-listed,

pursue possible contracts aggressively.
Also at the ADB briefing, ACEC president
Gillham — head of the Halifax consultant
firm Whitman, Benn and Associates (1969)
Litd. — found there was potential business
for Canadian firms with expertise in
fisheries. - ' .

There are a handful of significant
Canadian investments in resource-ex-
traction in Southeast Asia. By far the
largest is the $800-million nickel mine on
the Indonesian island of. Sulawesi, which
International Nickel Co. of Canada will
bring into production later this year. In
the Philippines, Placer Development Lid.
of Vancouver has 40 percent interest in the
country’s major copper-mine. In Malaysia,
MacMillan Bloedel Ltd., Canada’s leading
forest-products company, has a series of
investments in forestry, including a ply-
wood complex.,

A few Canadian manufacturers also
have invested in Southeast Asia. An im-
portant recent example is Electrohome
Ltd., the Kitchener electronics firm, whose
two-year-old plant in a suburb of Kuala
Lumpur produces circuit boards for Cana-
dian television sets. :

A complete- list of Canadian firms
with investments or contracts in the region
would be a good deal longer. On the other
hand, it would appear slight against the
much larger activities by competitors from
the U.S., Europe and, above all, J apan.

Late-comers

Canadians are relative late-comers to the
region, both in the commercial and the
diplomatic spheres. The Canadian Em-
bassy in the Philippines, for example, is
less than five years old. The upgrading
of the previous consulate there may well
have been prompted by Filipino emigra-
tion to Canada. There are now an esti-
mated 80,000 Filipinos in Canada. There
were about 100 applicants queuing at the
Embassy in Manila on the day Mr.
Jamieson called there during the trade
mission.
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