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Kovenber 34th, 1943#
8 E C R E T

CABINET WAR COMMITTEE
é$3Document No
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1# on July 87th the Chiefs of Staff stet with 
the deeretary of the Cabinet and the Under-deeretary 
of State for eternal Affairs to eonsider questions raised by the United Kingdom authorities concerning 
Canadian activities directed to the paolfioation of 
iurope at the end of the war# An inform! .foricing 
Committee waa aetabllahed for the purpose of making 
further studies on which were representatives of the three uervloee, internal Affaira end the Privy Council Of flee# The Working Committee has reported Its view 
that the surrender of Italy and the possibility that 
the surrender of Germany night take place unexpectedly 
have mde it urgent that the Canadian Oovarneant should 
consider problems which will arise during and after the 
conclusion of hcstiUtlss in Europe# Aside from Canada’s general interest in bringing about a satisfactory 
European settlement, this country cannot fall to be directly involved In certain activities of the post» 
hostilities period in Europe#

a. In the first plaee Canada will be an important 
source of supply for relief, especially of food# The extent of the demand cannot be determined until the organisation of the United hâtions Relief and Rehabilita­
tion Administration has been completed, but this any 
rove to be the principal Canadian contribution to the 
ranqulllsatlon of Europe#i

3. Secondly, Canada will almost certainly be as’-ced to contribute air, land, and naval forces for occupation duty in Germany# According to tentative 
plane drawn up by the Poet-Hostillties Planning Sub­
committee in the United Kingdom. Germany would be 
divided for purposes of occupation into three zones,
In which predorlnant military control would be exer­
cised by the forces of the soviet Union, the United 
States, and the British üo.xr«onw»altk respectively#
It is expected that sufficient forces will be available In Europe Immediately after the cessation of hostilities 
to handle the initial problems of occupation# ?or theSerlod during which the disarmament of Oenumy is eing carried on, (ending when Germany has been deprived 
of the capacity for effective military action, perhaps 

two years after the surrender of Germany) it is 
estimated that approximately twelve amy division», 
twenty-eight air squadrons and a naval squadron and 
shore-baaed naval personnel will be needed in the 
aritisk Commonwealth zone# During the final stage of 
occupation of Indeterminate length the land forces 
might be further reduced, the naval forces withdrawn, and control exercised chiefly by air forces# If the
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