
2X^MK^£ïS,c"',?“r *"*+"<***
n2,r^rfîyZnt"XTs1^lTeliS K tit'™ f"\- ^“'i* EXSîtîESKÜ
pWp^tey-Vr^SlWtawï^lo, œ^^™&*S?'SCiî:ïï;*m- !h;”“'*m,»i„nof,he

^We'rlëaîs^seeing co-operative research ventures, new Jï^^ST ^ 7“^^ K^tt-dso,

laboratories, of many kinds. The corporations come in research the arademir Pe°J> 6 wh° are do,"8 ,hese partnership programs,
with $1 million. 12 Llion, ZpToplllo c,„ Zd m o,v f« 7 'T.5' £andt° . ^ <fP*« of this is
cash. The only way ,„ evaluate it i, to measure it against ra onlw indusZ P Y _ m°S'0,,en- bu' ,hal scientific men, of
what they're buying. if "!' i"T,u . , . . . research proposals is no

So the true measlre is, wha, would I, cos, the com- [T "’«""'y «itetion
STÆœï! haT IS _r„0y SSSi Lb"' SCie"“ a"d E"BineeP,mg7etP,ch gf^y^Tht ***

^Ss^^^^e ' EST
HOW THE CONSEQUENCES. When people talk about ÏÏ “vmda^ov'mS^eZ™ toha'Idto Siven'ïhë'toXmiy m"8

universities these days - and there's a lot of talk about the universities^resources for industry AndthaH^ be$t that We Can 8et (nu

they talk about how universities can increase the com- and I'm sure you've heard enoueh about romn^'r^ know that all these fes- TF jF

discussion, and not accidentally, is the presumed mission the more competitive md^Ly^oinTt^be and*^' re°s ^ ^ % WT/

3r?^TT“-

Just as steel companies get out of the steel business and Canadian society Y ne ,on8 term- and tor run, then, the quantity of ^

S3And you see __ reduction in basic research and an over-emphasis on country to do this kind of

this in a sweep­
ing reorientation 
of the allocation 
of resources in 
universities. On
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every campus 
you see massive 
construction of 
laboratory 
buildings — 
engineering, 
polymer labs, 
chemistry labs, 
usually at public 
expense. And at C 
the same 
moment, there 
are cutbacks in
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'Cod* T6611 3 IOu8 an|d °ld St?ry,°/ administrators saying you the basis to do yourapplied$resea rclTH ‘h** g'V6S

applied research anyway.
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country.

«i*.

research is also going to be diminished.
So for all these reasons, this is a very bad project for 

science. It's also bad for the university. The withdrawal of 
base funds that I referred to at the beginning — which 
industry has been encouraging the government to do — 
has caused a lot of strain in the university. We all know 
about larger class sizes, reduced library holdings 
down equipment, and so forth.

run
, run-our

IRONICALLY, rather than making this situation better, 
some of the money that industry puts into the university 
actually exacerbates the problem. And this is because, for 
example, some of the partnership grants that the research

SHOOTING OURSELVES “îsïïeeîï ssr
■ HI T IIP ■" IB 1» sc!entlsts Wl|l tell you is that the source of the greatest grant from industry, the university itself has to pay money
I ■!! | H K I- 11 11 | advancements in science is not predictable. What you for these indirect costs. So what this ends up doing is
I le I II L I II II I ^ant l? do to maximize your chances is to have a broad forcing more and more money to be taken out of operat-

™ base of research in universities. ing costs and re-allocated to finance these grants.
Another negative consequence for science is that the c. „ 

condition of industry giving money to university is Finally, as new structures such as the Centres of
secrecy. Knowledge isn't seen as a public good by Excellence get produced on campus, people are not all
industry, but as a potential source of profit So lots of subject to the same kinds of accountability practices, 
agreements between researchers and industrialists have They don f 3,1 have to fo|low the same rules. And this too
clauses where research results have to be withheld for a can cause strains. The more strains there are, the more
certain amount of time, and patented. energy and resources within the university are also going

Secrecy slows the rate of scientific advance, and it's !° saPPed- And the more fragmented and individual-
also wasteful, because you can have more than one ized PeoP*e wi^ be, so the possibility of resisting the
person working on a problem which has already been corporate infiltration into the university is also being
solved, but nobody knows about it. diminished — so the vicious circle just keeps on rolling.

This is also taking on new proportions as international T. • ...
j competition intensifies. For example, some industries ,u ™e TV ~ °r $ FT aPProPna,e t0 saV

It s going back into very specific projects and targeted have put pressure on universities not to allow foreign he trag?dy " m 3,1 ,hJs' 15 ,hat bY harnessing the
sreas — such as the Centres of Excellence. This is a $240 students into certain programs, or not allow them into the UnT y S res°urces f°r ,ls own needs' industry may end 
million program to sponsor 15 offices that bring leading- university at all because they're fearing that thesp Up deslr°y|n8 the verY things in the university that made
edge university researchers together with industrialists. students are going to oartirmate in inHiiorial 'l at,ractive and useful to it — both because it weakens
One of the prime goals of these Centres is to create or go home toïheir hSme ïountr es and "P S ' the institution, and because it harms our knowledge
opportunities to commercialize the results of this re- pehtorTcompete withT P °Uf C°m" production capacity. This strategy isn't even really in
S6arch- This isn't only going to limit the scope of our research long',erm m,erest-

mouprominem TgrJms X» ttXXtZcTagZë,
that have been deve oped are what we can call partner- refer to the university partnership program One of the
ship arrangements. What these consist of, in a nutshell, criteria for awarding people grants through this progr

Claim Roister

Universities are indeed being hijacked by industry. But 
it's important that it be said that it's not without a lot of 
help from the air traffic controllers, who in this case 
the Federal and Provincial governments as well as their 
agencies.

Since 1987, Ottawa has cut transfer payments to 
universities by something like $2.4 billion. At the same 
time as this money is being taken out, a lot of money is 
actually being put back in — through a bunch of pro­
grams and initiatives.
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