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Reinstate previous
campus library hours

York libraries’ former hours must be reinstated in order to satisfy the
academic needs of students.

Scott Library used to be open until midnight every day except
Saturday — this year it closes Sunday and Friday at 9 p.m. Other
campus libraries have also been hit by the hour cuts.

Total weekly hours lost: 24"

Director of Libraries Ellen Hoffmann said that the stuff budget is
stable, and that there is no money for staff increases. She said that
library hours were reduced in order to have more staff between 5 and 7
p.m. The library administration arrived at this decision after consult-
ing only library staff.

“There was a study, but it was not scientific,” Hoffman admitted.

The administration obviously does not care about students’ con-
cerns on this issue, as students were not consulted before the change.
When CYSF presented Hoffmann with a petition of more than 1,000
names calling for the reinstatement of the previous hours, Hoffmann
said *‘petitions mean nothing . . . anyone can get 500 or 1,000 students
to sign on any number of issues.”

Glendon College Studion Union doesn’t seem to be bothered by the
cutbacks, which is ironic considering that Frost library suffered the
greatest reduction in hours. But students at York’s main campus are
upset. Taylor Roberts, who began the Scott Library petition, said that
many students ‘““were very angry about the cutbacks when they signed
the petition.”

Hoffmann is considering extending study hall (i.e. reserve reading
room) hours during exams, although no circulation would be pro-
vided. She is also considering opening Scott Library earlier on
Sunday.

But Hoffmann stipulated to CYSF Academic Affairs Commissioner
Liz-Anne Galea that in order to be changed, the hours would have to
be the only concern students have about the library. In other words,
Hoffmann will not address any other changes to the library this year.

If the previous hours are reinstated, forget about increasing the
number of photocopiers, or re-establishing microfiche.

Hoffmann acts like she would be doing the York community a great
service by “extending” library hours, when in fact she would only be
returning the library hours that were already insufficient. U of T’s
main library hours, for example, have always been longer than York’s
Scott library.

It’s a sad state of affairs when the university restricts studying at the
library. The administration’s first priority should be the academic
needs of its students.

Hoffmann may not realize this.

Director of Libraries Ellen Hoffmann says petitions don’t mean any-
thing. Excalibur disagrees. If enough students show their concern
about the reduced hours, the administration will give in. To show your
support, simply fill out the form below and take it to our office or send
it by internal mail to 111 Central Square.

I, , am concerned about the libraries’ reduced
hours and demand that the previous hours be reinstated.
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“Sorry, only one complaint per year.”

We will publish, space permitting, letters under 250 words. They
must be typed, triple-spaced, accompanied by writer's name and
phone number. We may edit for length. Libellous material will be
rejected. Deliver to |11 Central Square during business hours
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Athletic Centre
“discriminates”

Editor,

[ would like to draw attention to the
flagrant discrimination of women
practiced by the Athletic Centre. If
you don’t mind bare bums in towels,
then you won’t mind going to the
men’s locker room to find out what
court you’re booked to play squash.

The women’s locker room doesn’t
have a duplicate list because no one
has been brilliant enough to use the
photocopy invention. Since the
bookings are made a day in advance,
I can’t understand why this problem
exists. At the very least they could

use carbon paper to duplicate the
schedule.

The Athletic Centre also treats
women differently in another way:
the presence of a combination lock
on the women’s locker room exit.
Why would the women have it at the
exclusion of the men?

Lucky for me, someone pointed
this out and told me the combination
as [ was exiting, otherwise I would've
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found myself running outside the
building to get back in.

Since I am criticizing the Athletic
Centre I would like to point out one
other major irritant. It is next to
impossible to play a good game of
squash when you have clothes
stacked against the wall because
there is not one, I repeat, not one
locker available.

I can honestly say, this is the worst
Athletic Centre I’ve seen, in terms of
organization and apathy regarding
these issues. It seems to me the
Administration of the Athletic
Centre truly believes “It’s a man’s
world.”

—Suzan Butyn

York libraries
“doublespeak”

Re: “Angry student begins library
petition,” 13 October.

I nominate Director of Libraries
Ellen Hoffmann for the York Dou-
blespeak Award.

On 8 September Hoffmann told
Excalibur that the decision to cut
library hours was due to “lack of

funding.” Now she says it was a
* ‘scheduling decision’ not specifi-
cally linked to financial con-
sideration.”

That’s what’s great about York:
choice. Students can be mad about
shortened library hours for contra-
dictory reasons.

—T.J.Roberts

Final Church
commentary

(Re. Letter to the Editor entitled
“No church differences,” Oct. 13)

Ms. Connolly, we are going to
have to stop meeting like this.

Ever since writing my initial arti-
cle concerning the Church of Christ
(*‘Student Speaks Out on Sect,”
Sept. 15) the issue has swung from
being a warning to students whose
lives (spiritual and otherwise) are in
danger of being uncontrollably
altered by this overzealous religious
Sect to a one-on-one argument
regarding the ethics of all organized
religions.

As I said in my last letter, *‘let us

cont’donp. §




