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Glendon VP’s signature matches
phony letter praising own council

Nov. 2, 1985
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written by six Glendon students and
criticizing the October 31 Zarnett
Zone column, was actually written
by Jas Ahmad, Vice-President of the
Glendon College Student Union.
The letter, which claims Excalibur
writer Martin Zarnett’s opinion
column was a ‘“‘wholly speculative,
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Glendon College Student Union Vice President Jas Ahmad denies

writing letter to Excalibur despite handwriting expert’s findings.

Pension fund divestment
may hit BOG roadblock

By DAVID BYRNES

The total divestment of York’s pen-
sion fund from South Africa-linked
companies, voted for by the All Uni-
versity Pension Committee (AUPC)
January 22, may be facing an unex-
pected hurdle at the final level of
approval.

Although the Aupc, which
includes representatives of all con-
stituent members of the pension
fund, voted to totally divest an esti-
mated 8-9 million from the fund
within one year, their decision is con-
tingent on that of the Pension Fund
Board of Trustees committee of
York’s Board of Governors, which
will meet for the first time since the
AUPC vote next Wednesday to dis-
cuss the divestment motion.

The problem, according to Bill
Small, Secretary to the Pension
Fund Board of Trustees, is a *‘tech-
nical” one—that a divestment policy
may conflict with the legal responsi-
bility the Trustees have to maximize
returns for the fund’s beneficiaries.
Since not ail beneficiaries of the pen-
sion fund endorsed divestment,
Small said, the university could con-

ceivably face a law suit if divestment
were to result in a lower investment
return.

Small stressed that the Pension
Trustees ‘*are very much united and
keen to take a stand™ against apar-
theid, but are also bound to consider
their legal responsibility.

David Himbara, co-chairman of
the York University Divestment
Committee, which drafted the div-
estment motion passed by the AUPC,
has spoken out against Small by say-
ing responsibility “‘is totally a red
herring.”

‘A prudent person could also sue
on the basis that South Africa’s
economy is basically in shambles, or
on moral grounds” Himbara said.
“If the logic of the Trustees is that
their priority is to maximize returns,
then they ought to be rushing from
investment in South Africa.”

Trustee Board Chairman Edward
Kernaghan said he was not familiar
with the motion to divest and there-
fore could not comment. “I can’t
respond to a motion that I haven’t
seen, nor would I wish to before I
knew what it was™ Kernaghan said.

Radio York station manager
says theft may be ‘inside job’

8y JOEL GREEN

A theft from the Radio York offices
discovered February 16 has left the
station short of an estimated $7,000
worth of their best broadcasting
equipment.

CJRY Station Manager Mel Broit-
man said he suspects the theft was an
“inside job™ because the station was
entered by use of a key kept in a
nearby locker for the use of CJRY
staff.

‘A break-in like this is especially
disturbing since it appears that
information aiding the break-in
came from inside the station™
Broitman said.

Stolen were two turntables, a mic-

rophone, mixing board, power
supply and two reel-to-reel tape
recorders.

Much of the stolen equipment was
acquired this year as part of upgrad-
ing efforts following the successful
referendum for increased funding
last year.

Broitman said that until the
equipment is replaced through insu-
rance coverage, CJRY will still be able
to operate on-air, but will not be
operative as a production studio.

York’s Department of Securi-
ty and Safety Services has turned
over the investigation to Metro
Police. The investigating officer
could not be reached for comment
by press time.

GARY BLAKELEY

insensitive and misinformed litany
of accusations and insinuations
against student leaders at Glendon,”
was signed  with the names K.D.
Smith, M. Gavvin, James Keagan,
H. Cote, Marie Lalencette, and P.
Roberts.

Shortly after the letter was pub-
lished in the November 14 issue of
Excalibur, however, a source
requesting anonymity claimed the
letter had been written by a member
or members of Glendon’s Student
Council. Subsequent investigation
by an Excalibur reporter showed,
with one exception, that no students
were enrolled at York University
under those names. The one excep-
tion was Helene Cote, a Glendon
student, but she denied any knowl-
edge of the letter.

Members of the Gcsu, including
Ahmad, were then asked on
November 19 if they had written the
letter, but all knowledge of it was
denied. And at a meeting of the GCSU
that evening, Ahmad wrote on a
blackboard: * *‘There’s no whore like
an old whore.’ Brian Mulroney on
Bryce Mackasey. Jas Ahmad on
Excalibur.”

Two weeks ago, Excalibur
acquired a sample of Ahmad’s
handwriting and sent it to a court-
qualified handwriting expert, Linda
G. Pitney. According to Pitney's
report, ‘‘After photographic and
video comparison of the standard
signature Jas Ahmad (sample
known to belong to Jas Ahmad) to
the suspect letter, the numerous sim-
ilarities found in both indicate that
both documents were written by the
same person.” Pitney’s firm, The
Canadian College of Kinesiography,

undertfand what his means.

4

H S*LV\‘“\.'

callow cnw'u—\vfﬂ

Sowethi

toeh as Nt which make ws wary

uddavah,fad’ldfou Npe slatisticel b&aou M. 2avnedt o\oviout\j doee waf

E@tﬁdcsl uhich other colleae cawn claiwn student \eaders -6 he calibve
a() Wayne Dornett and Jas Ahwmad? Haw can ™7 Lavwnett 1u'__g+|'ev\ he
‘wt y."k’ ,albeit “W\P\;‘HHI -:6 ?Lo}\c who have ‘:vovm'l Memselves e waost
ea:g ut_cp'ﬂcv\o‘ \eedavs over Ko last tf,uv yeavs Ve know whmt
Hese PU.APIL Wave done awd what ﬂr\t% ave CQFQHL%
Tewn. M 2avaet will excuse vs i we Lsten o proven \eadersiip befove

fiv\a\N Vi we it euv President ( Kathie Davyoch , by ke way, vecaived
~ave than 50% $ the popularn vete i her eleckion) was dein so»«)\mv -
aaoins] ouv wishes , we woold Vel Wev Wnaw i1 wedd be opb 0s To do
albsot F. We fesent Mr Zavmetts assumed role as patron saind
o) Clandon. 1T is & shawe We does act vealiza that iF ic aflitudes

e nert Hune Mv. 2avmett visits Glandon he will keep W eyes awd eavs

chan o whot he kot Sofav g ia\uvd.
K.D . SwdlR , M. Gawvim, James Keagan, H: Cote , Mavie Lalumctie & ?. fovurt

Letter appearing in October 31, 1985 edition of Excalibur
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told Excalibur their findings are
strong enough to stand as evidence
in court.

When confronted with Excalibur’s
new evidence, however, Ahmad still
denied any knowledge of or invol-
vement in the writing of the letter. *'l
am denying it,” he said. **You want
me to admit I'm guilty when I'm
not.”

Ahmad insisted the handwriting
experts were meaningless. *“That
doesn’t prove anything,” he said.
“Just because some hot-shot hand-
writing expert said it's the same hand-
writing doesn’t mean I'm guilty.

*If you print something that
implies that I had something to do
with it, you'll be heading for trou-
ble,” Ahmad added, but did not
specify what action he planned to
take.

Zarnett said he was especially
concerned by the self-congratulatory
aspect of the letter, particularly the

statement in the letter saying, . . .
which other college can claim stu-
dent leaders of the caliber of Wayne
Burnett and Jas Ahmad? How can
Mr. Zarnett question the integrity,
albeit implicitly, of people who have
proved themselves the most consist-
ently exceptional leaders over the
last four years?”

York Provost Tom Meininger said
that, while writing letters under false
pretenses breaks no specific regula-
tions, “This kind of behavior would
fall under a general umbrella of
behavior we would not expect from
members of the community.

“This kind of deception just smells
bad,” Meininger said, adding that he
may look into the matter. “‘If wrong
was done, I think we’d be looking at
some kind of public apology,” he
said. **But if people are caught in this
kind of activity then I think the most
effective discipline will come from
the court of public opinion.™

Security & Safety to put out brochure
clarifying campus towing procedures

By DONOVAN VINCENT

Since a change in towing policy at
York begun last year, there have
been series of complaints from stu-
dents over their cars being towed to
an area inaccessible to public trans-
portation. Cars parked illegally are
now being towed to the Armstrong
Pound near Keele and Highway
Seven. Consequently, students must
now pay for a taxi to get to their car
as well as paying the pound for tow-
ing fees.

Director of Security and Safety
Services Jack Santarelli said he
regrets that some students have had
to take taxis to retrieve their cars, but
that the parking department **has to
make people aware of the conse-
quences of parking illegally.” Santa-
relli also noted that cars are only
towed off campus in cases where the
driver has violated parking proce-
dures more than twice.

But in a February 4 memorandum
to the members of the Presidential
Advisory Committee on Parking (of
which Santarelli is a member) CYSF
President Reya Ali complained that
the guidelines for towing procedures
are unclear, and that the Traffic

Regulations Brochure 85/86 does
not specify when a car shall be towed
on or off the York campus. Santa-
relli agreed that the guidelines for
such actions are unclear and added
that the parking and towing pro-
gram isan “untidy system: ~ Weare
in a position of damned if we do and
damned if we don’t,” Santarelli said,
“because when a student’s car is
towed he or she complains, but if we
don’t tow cars parked in fire access
routes we could be slapped with a
fine from the fire marshal.”

Santarelli stated that his depart-
ment had to resort to the harsh off-
campus towing policy because of
overcrowding problems with York’s
pound and also because of lost
revenue. He said that the policy used
to be that a car towed to the Univer-
sity pound had to be returned to the
owner whether or not he/she paid
his/her fine. As a result in the 1984-85
year, of $60,000 owing to the parking
office, only $2,000 was recovered.
Santarelli said that it was due to this
enormous revenue loss that his
department had to change its towing
policy.

Poor communication and lack of

proper information are a large part
of the problem, according to Santa-
relli. He said that a new brochure
coming out in September will clarify
the policy concerning on and off-
campus towing.
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