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Giving up the
power of privilege

F inally the two year dispute is over. The Nova
Scotia Human Rights Commission ruled, on
March 17, that Pandora, a local feminist newspaper,
has the right to maintain its women’s only policy.

A man filed a complaint with the commission A - R 2 Bl \ s

=

AS3IMMENT

almost two years ago after Pandora refused to run a

letter he wrote. He felr the paper's women’s only

policy discriminated against men. _ | <) f 1 3 ‘
The Commission decided that Pandora’s policy ) e

does not constirute discrimination because it is in

place in order to empower women, a traditionally
disadvanraged group.
This decision confirms the attirude that reverse

discrimination is not discrimination. People in
privileged positions, do not and cannot face dis-
crimination because of their membership in a
privileged group. For example, white people may
expericnce situations differently than members of a

£
i

visible minority, however, this is not discrimination. =1
WM.l

When heterosexuals are not allowed into a meeting
of lesbians and gays, this is not discrimination. Nor is
affirmative action discrimination.

The Pandora decision is extremely important for
anyone who is concerned with the eliminartion of all
forms of oppression. It means the Nova Scotia
Human Rights Commission fully recognizes that in
order to promote equality, people in privileged
positions will have to give up some of their power.

Promoting equality cannot simply occur through
raising the status and privilege of the disempowered.
Men will not have access to print their views in
every newspaper in Halifax. There will be a publica-

tion that ensures women's voices can be heard.
Pandora has just won its right to promote women's
equality. Hopefully now other groups will not have
to be investigated by the Human Rights Commis-
sion, an organization which is supposed to promote
equality, for their right to improve situations for
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sponsibility for violence di-

Short letter saves paper

To the edirors:

rected at women.
Andsomehow, perhaps, and
very sadly to me, it is “easier”
for some who understand the
strugele and who are sad, dis-
tressed and exhausted tosay —
| “Jane died a violent dearh, it’s

brought up the Montreal Mas-
sacre and surmised that if a
woman had killed 14 men in-
stead of vice versa, women's
oroups would no doubt find
some way to justify the killing!
I was appalled by what 1 had
heard. [ wondered whether this
was typical sexist/heterosexist/
machoflockerroom posturing |

To the editors:

First mourn... then work
for change.

These are the words on the
posters commemorating the |
Montreal Massacre. And they
are the words [ thoughrt of at
the memorial service for Jane
Hurshman-Corkum recently.

I didn't know Jane, al-
though some of my dear
friends did. One of my friends
has justread “Life With Billy”

for her social work course. |

Are we the only two people
at Dal who are disgusted at the
amount of paper wasted in this
year’s DSU election campaign!
Just wondering,

their members.

This decision is a victory, but there is still a lot of
work which will have to be done to end discrimina-
tion. Like the Pandora fight, it won't be easy bur the
rewards ... just try to imagine a world where no one

en’s issues in general. One ‘ Demanding rea' justice
i
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| notsoimportant how —either
way it come s down to the same

Dave Redwood

Jason Howie

Realizing Goddess reality

To the editors:

| found The Goddess (March
5) to be an interesting and in-
formative way to present wom-

had to face oppression of any kind.
Shannon Gowans

roots of the violence.” There is
some truth in this — but [ must
ask the uncomfortable. Who
killed Jane! Murder and sui-
cide are two rotally different
thines. It sounds trite burt it is

ot whether they had truly spo-
ken theirminds. I'mafraid now
it was the latter. If this is typi-
cal of most men at Dal and in
society, then womenand other

en’s issues to your readers. Be- | minorities have every right to | have not. [ don't know if I‘n\_ | NOT, in this context. If Jane

ing a heterosexual white man, | say what they've been saying | “'1”1_!1: to h'-!f_ the horror of | was murdered, the killer must
HE AZE TE it made me wonder and ques- | aboutmen... and they need to | reading, dt‘-“tfll‘t‘\il in detail, | be found and punished. As a
T ————— S S S T tion why so much blame is | Say a hell of a lot more. The | what Jane was subjected to. sociery, we have aright ro know
THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1992 ¢ voL. 124, No. 22 placed on men concerning | saddest "1‘;“£ ”{‘“'” fhi]“ "”i " : do l"”“l“'ltl“'; Jane was a | that murderersare pursued with
. sroblems faced by women. Is | counter, thaugh, was that ighter,and thatherownper- | the greatest intensity of effort.

CONTRIBUTORS CUP | FREEING l[his really fair mymuny Do so | stood silently nearby, nor | sonal struggle l"L’C-IViIIL' |'wr_n;h.l- As women, we need proof that
SATISH PUNNA EDITORS | THEMSELVES many men really think of and | voicing my opposing opin- L'l}t’l] to a struggle in “it'f'-‘n*t' the justice system is serving us
MICHAEL MACDONALD MARY JANE HAMILTON BON treat women in such despica- | ton- I'lneverreallyknowwhar | of all women and children, too. We need to know that just
ROBERT CURRIE MARY LITTLEJOHN FRO‘]_M THE BONDS ble, demeaning ways? | it’s like to bea womanor gay or _ Arlul l“nn'nmnili.‘lr withthe | as much effort will be made
GAYLE HEINRICH WOMEN’S OF EDITORSHIP Iffound my answer last week: black in srr.ligi}r.\\'}\LTu “man’s "‘JU-\(_ICL‘ system of Nova | when we are the victims. The
MIKE GRAHAM Liazson | SHANNON GOWANS [ was in the men’s lockerroom | world,” but T feel this experi- Scotia which jailed Donald | track record has been dismal.
PIZZA PERSON VIRIAM KORN | JERRY WEST at Dalplex and overheard a ence has brought me much N’f:‘“hnl!}r. [am :I|:-Uf:‘lmll.l:lr Jane was a fighter. Did she
JOANNE FRY BUSINESS conversation between two | closerto being in their shoes. | with a Wldt“[‘“‘“‘-] mentality, | fight against all odds for so
AND OTHERS ARTS EDITOR ADVERTISIN young men (1 assume, Dal stu- My guilt has led me to write especially from those il“l many years to take her own life
T00 ABSENT JENN BECK £ W denrs). One asked the other if this. I hope it will compensate | power, to“notrock theboat,” | NOW, when she was so active
TO MENTION SPORTS MANAGIISR he had seen the last Gazette. | turm'wr.misingmy voiceagainst | not ask iu*lcmnhirr;l\lﬁle ques- | and involved with her family
EDITORS ALEX DEM “The one with the fags and all such bl(!;utrys:-\mncr. N(-xrtzme. '[}f’llﬁ-" ]Lf 51“‘?‘“3 dogs ;1{\«[ women'sstruggles’ lapolo-

SUZY KOVINSKY 494-6532 that shit?” was the response. [ won't think twice about :e [ru.ls.(jlnlei\.;a\\f(-) much gize deeply and sinc:erely if I

STEVE MILLS TYPESETTER “No, the one with the feminist | speaking up. fﬂf‘e‘lr ““El}t(‘i"l“‘ e le}Tt‘m to | offend any of Jane’s family,

ROBERT CARLSON dyke stuff.” The two began to ] ‘ say she killed herself — not
CAE.ENDAR T ridicule The Goddess and wom- Kirk Crivello | to have to take further re- CoNTINUED ON PAGE 14
DITORS
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