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Bad legal advice costs student

by Janice Carter

WATERLOO (CUP) — A Wilfrid
Laurier student wants her student
council to pay her legal bills. She
was sued by her landlady after
acting on advice from the student-
run legal aid clinic.

On February 5, fourth year music
student Sarah Coles said she visited
the Legal Services Centre to see
whether her lease was binding.

“The woman in the office read
over the lease and told me | could
break the lease at any time with 60
days written notice. She said to
return to Legal Services if there was
any problem and they would help
me,” said Coles.

Colesssaid she followed the advice
and was subsequently sued by her
landlady in August. The court ruled
that Coles’ lease was binding whe-
ther or not she gave 60 days notice
before she left and ordered her to

’No, the Requiem Mass can wait...| must
finish this article for the Gateway.”

pay for the cost of the remaining
months of her lease — $446.75.

Coles said that once she was
faced with legal action from her
landlady she “returned to Legal
Services and discovered that the
‘employee’ | had talked to had not
followed proper procedure, was
not authorized to give legal advice
and had made no record of my
visit.”

The only counsellor to fit Coles’
description, Sheila Wasylyshyn, said
she had not given any legal advice
to Coles because she did not feel
she was competent to give an opin-
ion on the matter.

In early September, Coles sub-
mitted a letter to Wilfrid Laurier’s
student council asking them to pay
the cost of the suit which she said
was incurred at the error of the
Centre.

But Coles said the students’
council hasn’t been very sympathe-
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tic to her request.

After discussing the case with
members of the centre and the
«lean of students, studen! council
president Dave Bussiere took the
case to the university’s operations
management board. The board
voted not to compensate Coles.

"The students’ council lost the
record of my return visit to Legal
Services, they lost all Brian Thomp-
son’s notes on my case and my
lease and they failed to getin touch
with me at any point to let me
know if a decision had yet been
made as to whether they were
responsible,” said Coles.

Peter Michalyshyn of Student Le-
gal Services (SLS) at the U of A said
"nothing like that has ever happen-
ed here.”

Student Legal Services has no
formal connections with the Uni-
versity, Michalyshyn explained, so
the University would not be legally
liable for misconduct by the SLS.

Complaints about SLS' work could
be addressed to the Service itself,
the Alberta Law Society, or the
Alberta Law Foundation, which
helps fund the SLS.

Coles’ advice to Wilfred Laurier
students who use the campus legal
services was to "be sure to take a
witness so that you can prove that
you were there and that they did
give you advice that you chose to
act upon. Never take the Centre’s
advice without first seeking a second
opinion.”

"There’s nothing wrong with
that,” said Michalyshyn, noting that
SLS at the U of A refers people for
second opinions “all the time.”

However, he noted, “we’re not
going to provide a second opinion
for someone who can afford a
lawyer,” since the SLS is supposed
to be aid for those in financial
need.

If people want to check the
advice they've been given, said
Michalyshyn, “we would encourage
that sort of thing.”
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that the SU was making a profit off
the machines’ presence.

Members of the Christian Re-
formed Church, which was founded
on strict Calvinist doctrine, still be-
lieve that, regardless of moral prin-
ciples, we have a duty to protect
ourselves from the AIDS epidemic.
They also felt that the availability of
condoms does not add to the oc-
currence of sexual interaction. But
onedissenter thought that the pres-
ence of the machines meant that
the Students’ Union was "quietly
condoning the sexual act.”

In the Thursday November 5
edition of the Gateway it was
incorrectly stated that four SU
elected employees went to Van-
couver to attend a CUSEC confer-
ence. In fact, only three employees
attended.

Also, not all non-elected SU
employees belong to CUPE as
stated in the same story. Only some
employees are CUPE members.

In the same issue, a story on
Poison PAC did not make it clear
that the kit is a result of the efforts
of students in the Faculties of
Medicine, Nursing and Pharmacy.

The Gateway apologizes for any
inconvenience caused by these
errors.




