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"In that case," suggested Klein po-
Iitely, "perhaps I had better go and
hurry Rutherford up ?"

"Perhaps you had," she assented
ïndifferently. In bier beart she feit
both annoyed and uneasy; under the
cold fire of Klein's steel blue eyes bier
new-found sense of freedom withered
and the suggestion of patronage in
his tone brougbt the angry blood to
ber face. She wished she had stayed
upstairs until Mr. Rutherford had
corne in, but she had already learned
to depend on bis word and hie bad
certaînly saîd a quarter of an heur.
The magnanimous attitude of Klein
ceased to be a source of comfort, for,
once in the man's presence, sbe feit
înstinctively that hier former opinion
of him bad been the right one and
the instant she tried to quiet bier fears
by assuring berseif tbat she mis-
j udged a well-meaning man, a thous-
and memories rose to negative the
conclusion.

She waited, outwardly calm, in-
wardly anxious, *until Klein came
back. He hurried up to hier at once,
an expression of sympatbetic concern
upon bis face.

"I arn afraid tbat we bave been
blaminý Rutberford unjustly," be
said. 'It appears tbat be has been
taken suddenly iii, a fainting speil, I
believe. 0 f course he will be quite
unable to return to-nigbt."

Margaret, looking into tbe rnan's
mask-like face, feit ber own face be-
gin to wbiten. She bad tasted free-
dom, tben, only to be sbown more
clearly the reality of ber servitude.

"I sball be most pleased to drive
you borne," continued Klein's even
voîce.

Margaret feit that be had won.
How could sbe refuse bis most nat-
ural offer witbout at once making an
enemy of bim and exposing berseif
to tbe wondering comments of ber
friends? Yet sbe dreaded inexpress-.
ibly the idea of the drive alone witb
bim. Sbe glanced about tbe roml in
despair, but there was ne one there
whomn she could with propriety place
before Klein. If sbe refused she
must give a reason an.d. bier reason
was one that she could flot give.

"1-2" she faltered-and then, look-
ing up sbe saw Rutherford standing
in the doorway.

Klein saw .him, too. is ready-
made smile died out, but Margaret,
glancing «quickly at bis face,- saw ne-
tbing there save a natural surprise.

is other feelings, if he had any,
were evidently. under good control.
Witbout turning down the collar of
his coat, which was high enough to
almost bide bis face, Rutberford came
across to tbem.

',Sorry to bave kept yen waiting,"'
lie said to Margaret. '«I was detain-
ed by a slight accident."

-Yes?" Her tone was enquiring.
Klein, too, seemed te wait for the
answer.

"The barness was mislaid. If yen
are ready now, Miss Manners-"ý

She rose immediately.
"I feit," she said lightly, "like the

French king who was almost obliged
te wait-enly much more so. It was
inconsiderate of the harness te lose
itself."

Tbey left Klein standing by tbe
ýmpty chair, and, making their
adieux, passed out. Peter, shouting
a merry good-night, gatbered up the
lines and the released herses sprang
away. For the first few moments
neither sp)oke, but as the herses dash-
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