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The Greatest National Problemn
ANADAS greatest national problem for thisC year and next wlll be the cure of the uneni-

ployed. Ail ather national probleme fade mieo
nignificance compareti witb ibis. At presont ibere

are probably one hundred tbousand people wbo aremore or lesss lu neeti of utivice andi caro. By the end
eof the yeur, tbere will be 250,000 men In need o!
employmenit.

Wbat steps will the Federal Gqverumelfttake te
see tbat ibis hUtte Industil army lo placoti se that
i will be self-suppomtiug andi s0 thut It, will net be
dihecuraged?

Wbat stops will thie provincial govemuments take
te keep these men warm, well fed and se employeti
that they will net bu lest te the provinces lu wbich
they reside?

This lo the greai naioual problem. i must be
deali witb ut once. hi canuot be put off for even a
mouili. Such arrangements as may be founti ad-
vIsable muet ibe made immediately.

As Canada deals witb ibis problem, se will Can-
ada's reputatien be durlng the uext ton yeare. If
the problem. le well baudled, the succeseful. continu-
auce e! our Imigraion wlll be ussured. If It ls
badly bandlod anti If the preseni outward migration
continues, Canada wlll bo required to spenti millions
o! dollars te get the cumment fiowing aguin in ibis
direction.

Two Possible Solutions
'FWO solutions of the unemployed problem 'pro-
jsent themselves for censidemution. Firsi,

gettIng a number of people ou the land, anti,
second, putting a large nuinber at temporary work
in government lumber camps durlug tbe winter.
Bath these solutions muet bu worked out by the
Provincial goverumeuts, assîstoti as far as possible
by thie Federal authoriies.

If the Provincial governmeut make a determineti
effort they can place many o! tbe unemployeti on the
landi. The provinces muet supply the landi, designate
the locallites, andi furuihl tbe capital te carry the
settiers for eue year. i will b au expeusive pro-
Position, but lu the endtihie money wlU come bacli.
.Any stivances matie muet bu secureti by n'engages
on the landi eleareti andti tlled, on thie bouses and
barns erecteti, aund on the catilo andi implemeuts
furnIsheti.

The problem.isl net a new âne. i bas urisen lu
other counties andi bas been successfully met a
score e! times. Prussia met It andi ceuquemeti i lu
the tiays ef Frederleli the Great. Deumarli anti Aus-
trala met ht anti won oui lu more recent times. There
le plenty of experieuce to guide provincial minlsiers
lu ibeir undertakhugs.

The second solution-governmeut lumber camps
fer winter employment-ls also feusible. Some of
the provinces own large tracts o! timbereti lande.
In ibese, they may establiali lumber camps wbicb
wll protiice enougb spmuce legs, timber anti lumber
,te repay aIl ibat wouid bu expendeti and louve a
handsome profit. No province bus yei gone iet ibis
business, but ibis ie an exceptlonul Uie anti muet
bo met witb exceptlenal mieiotis.

The problen isl greateet, perbaps, lu Ontario andi
Quebec. The cabinets o! these two provinces shoulti
take action ut once. Tbey will fid buntireti o!
gooti citizens with experlence anti knowledge willlng
te give freely In service. An Industrial boarti o!
promineni men might be formeti lu oach province
te asshet the Minleter of Crewn Lande lu grappling
wlth ibis pressing probleni.

This le Canada's teesting time. Let us net fuhl te
looki ufier the woak andtihie Ignorant, Lut us rtso
te ibis oppertunlty te prove ibat Canada le Indeeti
a landi e! promise, 'wbore every man bus a right te
demauti o! the staie thut bu shall bu fed andi cloibeti
anti sustaineti,

The Empress VerdictLORD MERSEY'S fintilug in the "Empres ýacci-
dent Is couchd inl temperate hunguage anti
must curry conviction te the $reat uiajority

wbo are Itereeteti. The tueli Imposeti upon the
Royal Commission wus an exceetitngly diffienît eue,
because the evidence wue boili meager anti contra-
dlctory. However it muy tilifer fren' precouceiveti
notions wblch-iuost of us have fermeti, ileI entileti
te gres.t respect. The exoneratien o! Captuin Ken-
tiall le a ver'y ceusitierable trilinte to the manage-
mient anti staff o! the Cunadian Pacifie Steamshlp
Comupany, whle the exoneration e! the St. Lawrence
rouie sboulti bo equally satis!uctory to> all cnaiaus.
As for Chie! Offceor Tufienue, of the 'Sterstuti," no
oue weulti wlel te add anytblng te hie condeuinethen.
Hie was a mistake ef jutigmeni, net o! Intention.

The recomniendatloiis madie by thxe cemIsisoners,
with a vlew te avoidlng similar accidents iu the

future, are of world-wide Importance. Certain lessons
with regard to tbe closlug of water-tight doors and
portholes bave been learned4 ai a ierTIfic cost aud
will not be overlooked by steamship people. Tbe
suggestion, tbat rafts wblcb could be easily released
sbould be utilized on alïmodemn steamers, beurs out
tbe ljessons learned ut the ti'me of the Titanic dis-
aster. -This le especlally International in its signîfi-
cance. The suggestion wiih regard to pilot stations
on tbe north as well as on the seuth sbore o! the
St., Lawrence, ls a local on,,auid no doubt tbe Do-
minion Goverument will ut once make regulations te
overcome the dangers upon wbich It la based. It ls
sucli a simple reforni that one wonders why it had
not already occurred te those wbose large interests
are involved.

A National Press Association

L AST week te pubîIsers of Canada ed their
first meeting as a national body. Heretofore,
tbe 'Canadian Press Association, founded lu

1859, and nominally national, lu reality represented
only the publlsbing intereets of Ontario. By tbe
amalgamation of this body wlth several otber press
associaitions In Quebec, the Maritime Provinces and
the West, a national body bas been formed, and
bereafter the press of Canada will discuss publisbing
and journallstic matters on a national basîs.

Provincialism dies bard la Canada. It ls only me-
cently that the medical meu of the Dominion bave
succeeded lu gettlng tbe ýfraterniiy in aIl the pro-
vinces -to organize ou the baste of dominion qualifica-
tions. It ls only a f 0w weeks sînce tbe legul pro-
fession organized a Dominion Bar Association. The
broad extent o! Cahada's terrtomy and the witie dis-
tribution of a smaîl population bhave been factors
worklug againot nationality. Goldwln Smith looketi
upon ibis great problomr In the seveniies and eigbtles
andi despaireti of a Canadian nuiionallty, self-con-
taineti andi vigorous. Nevertbeless, there were other
philosophiera, less famous but more optimistlc, who
belleveti that lu due time tbe feeling of naIonality
would grow to sucli strengtb tbat it would be as
powerful lu Canada as la any other country. Tbese
lesser philosophera are finding mucb consolation lu
the course of events, andtihie new national press
organisation ls aneiber Indication tbat their optimieni
was juetified.

Getting Rid of Huerta

fl UERTA seems te le as tenacous of office as
Sir Oliver Mowut and Sir John Macdonald.
Itisl quesiionable, nevertbeless, if tbese two

gentlemen ever encountered sucli deep-seated opposi-
tien as Presideni Huerta bas. Tbe United States
nation of eue bundred million people bas saiti tbat
"Huerta muet go," and suli h mlghty exnpbatlcally.
But to bis credit, let it be said tbat lie is euh lo n
the job.

Finding thiemselves wlth an expensive bit of ovlc-
tion on their bande, the Unitedi States people called
iu the A. B. C. states andi their mediators. But
tbougli Argentlna, Brazîl andi Chile are alse faIrly
big countries, Huer-ta still refusei ýte go. He le tbe
meet sticky cactus that Mexico ever produced, with
the single exception of oue Porfirlo Diaz.

Huerta is going. 0f that thero Is ne doubt. But
the delays lu conneciion 'wltb that event bave been
n'et irying. The New York papers have bail the
story ef bis filglit lu type se long ibat it ls almost
necessary te reset ht. Scores of hard-working car-
toonists bave held certain picturos se long that
they bave ulmeet forgotten they ever drow tbem.

Perhape tbe scbool books of the future will bold
Huerta Up as an example of the tenaclous man. In
ibis respect lie le quite the equal ef Carnegie and
Rockiefeller, altbeugh lnferior te tbemn lu ability te
acquire things. Ho will net get away wlth one one-
hundredili of wbat Carnegie smuggled over te Sklbo
Custle. Neverthelees, Huerta deserves mucli credit
for bis plucky fight, Most of us would have gene
months ugo.

Fire Prevention
S aresult of thie Municipal Survoy of Toronto,A mnade by New York experts last yoar ut th,

expense of a citi s' committee, the idea
bas been crystalize t iat the ciiy's fire-flghting force
should be orgunizeti for lire prerenin as well as for
lire extiuguisblug. The Board of Control bas decitiet
te croate a Pire Preventlern Comiussiou, couslsting
of five persous. These wll include the Chief of the
Brigade, tbe Medicuh Healtb Officer, the City Ardui-
teet, a representatlve of the Pire Under-writers, an~d
aneother representative f romn the Toronto Pire Pro-
veution Association. This le a move wbicb miglit
be eninluteti by every Canxadian city.

Other reforme5 lu the Fire Department will Include
the establishiment of a prioperly equippeti drill sclo.
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a better inspection department, and a broader fire
record department. These reforma are also to be
credited to the Municipal Survey, althougii this shouid
flot detraot from the credit wbich is due to the city
officiais and city -council for recognizIng the value
of the suggestions and for their wiliingness to give
tbem effeet. Every city council in Canada, in spite
0f te criticism whlch la generaliy loaded upon it,
is anxious to do the beet it cau for the municipaiity
which it goverus. Wben lt fails, It fails for lack of
information or leadership flot because of any unwil-
lingness to do the rigbt thing or adopt the correct
metbod.

Manitoba ElectionsTWO issues occupy the leading position In the
general election csjmpaign wblcb bas just
ciosed in the Province of Manitoba. The first

reiated to the abolition of the bar and gave tbe cam-
paign somne-
tbing of the
same aspect
as that beld
in Ontarlo a
fortnight pre-
viouýsly. The
tempera n e e
m o v e ment
was more
modified and
less spectac-
ular and ap-
pare ntl'y
mo re suc-
cessful. Some
of the speak-
ers ln tbe
c a m p a ign,
notably Rev.
Mr. Gordon
(Raîpli Con-
nor) and
Mrs. Nellie
McClung, the
author, were
s o extrenle
as to cre ate
animosity ln
the minde of

SIR RODMVOND ROBLIN . mre moder-
a t e reform-

ers. But the results were net sucli as te carry a ny
conseiderable condemnation for these enthusiaste.

The second Issue was bi-lingual scbools, wbicb
were advocated and supported by the Ruthenians and
the Frenchi Roman Oatholics on tbe one side,, and
condemned, by the Or'augemen on the ether side.
This Is "sue oeems to bave cbanged more votes.

Tbe general resuit la that tbe Liberal Opposition
have Increased thýeir forces from. about thirteen lu a
House of forty-two to about twenty-tbrEe lu a House
of forty-nine. The exact figures wlll nlot be known
until. the three deferred electiens are beld and ail
tbe recounts bave talion place. It seems toierablY
certain, bowevor, tbat the Roblin Government,
thougli badly sbaken up, will bave a slight majority.

Sir Rodmond Roblin. became Premier of the Pro-
vince of Manitoba lu 1900, after twelve, years of ser-
vice lu tbe Legisiature., He bas tbus dlrected tie
destinIes of that Province for fourteen years, and In
that time bas fathered n'ucb logislation of a pro-
gressive and Important character. Nevertbeless,
tbere bas always been a feeling that lu bis electiofi
campaigus lie bas insisted too mucli upon machine
metbods, and bas gone too far lu trying to stifi6e
sucli public opinion as was not prepared to lend huiX1
support. Under tbese circumÉtances Iýt was natuirel
tbat a large number of people lu Manitoba sbould'
decide tbat a change, of goverument would be ad-
visable. Fourteen years ls long enougb In office
for any p>remier, and lîttie fault eau be found witli
the people for the way ln w'bicb they voted.

M R. . C.NORRIS, the ÉLberal leader, is a native
of Ontario (as le Premier RoblIn). Ho te lack-
i'ng'lu tbe sbewIness and darlng whicb people

expect In a political leader, and did nlot brlng aly~
overpowering personal elemeuts to bear upon the
situation. Nevertbeless, lie is credited witb beiflg
a vîgorous and trustwortby leader, and. 01e wh4O
could be relied upon te goveru tbe Provinlce with
care and skill. It le quite evideut tbat, burriug a.cci
dents, be wlll býe Premier at a not very distant dute
Wben lie assumes these responisibilities lie will10
doubt bulk mucli larger In the public mnd. Tbis l
the usual experleuce lu Canadian polities. No Oppsi
tion leader is very bigbly regarded untilhle, becre
a premier, and then lie usually displays quaitie
witb wibich lie bad not been geuerally eredlted.

This particular election had a national significe,
because it was generally eupposed tbat had Preme
Robin~ been overwhelmingly successful, as was i
James. Whitney, it was possible that tbe Cousera
tîve administration ut Ottawa miglit deoin Itad
visable to make un appeal te the country. The Il
decisivenees of the result in Manitoba makesth
situation more speculative. ,Tbe generai ele
among Conservative politiclans le tbat there will b
no Dominion general electiien until after anoler
session at Ottawa. Sir Robert Borden wIlI probaI
comre nearer servlng out his maximum terin ths
the Couservative Premiers o! Ontario and Manht0b&


