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The Tidal Wave of Duoper Souke

We are nons of us perfect, but we need
not salve our souls with this trutb. We
eau, ail imwove. Let us eacb ask our-
selves this question: Whicb is more pro-
nounced-the creative or critical power
in me? If the critical is choking tbe
creative, then let me stop long enough te,
a*k "why?" Perbape I arn overworked
and need a rest or a change. The tirne a
farmer takes te sharpen bis scythe or
mower is not bast. Are we destroying
more than we construct?

Eiach soul muet work out its own des-
tiny. We each rnust find ont ourselves;
readise the natures God bas given us in
the activity of life; and it is only when
we realize our natures in activity that
we are happy. I know bappinesa cornes
front within because the moat unbappy,
the most restîsas girls I bave known have

J lived in homes of luxury witlî- every
physicai wish granted. The cure of many
ibIs is the act of forgetting one's self.
This in juat wbat our brave soldiers are
teaching us in their complete readiness
for sacrifice. Disloyal grafters should
blush with shame at tbe way tbey are
nuiiifying tbe work of the noble men
who wouid rather be underground than
live the soft life of the one whose Sby-
bock spirit grows fat with tbe biood tbat,
dri p from the sword of war.Itis disloyalty for any gir tebe idie
these days.

A club bas been organized under the
narne of the Hour-a-day Club, tbe pur-
pose of which is for each member to give
one hour a day to patriotic service. It
may be an hour's wages to the Red Cross,
or an evening canning fruit for sale, or a
leson in Firet Aid or knitting socks. or
it may be an effort to arouse interest and
love for our country in the heart of a
foreign wornan.

There are thousan ds of wonjen giving
very rnucb more than an hour a day,
whicb empliasizes tbé- plea that not one
girl.in tbe land sbould give less tban an
bour a day. Each day, as it dawns, is

full of colossal needs, and we are failiîîg
our duty if we do not meet a few of tiiose
needs every day. La Rochefoucaid says:
"True courage is to do without witness
that which one would do were thîe whole
world looking on.">

One girl is making ten little notebooks,
ail of tbem different. and they are for ten
soldiers "over there." She put. into theni
beautiful and cheering notes and a few
drawings. The soldièrs say it i sa great
comfort to know someone tbinks of tlîein
and appreciates what they are doing-, an
a very little service helpa someone.

During tbree months of last Year, ini
our own club of girls. we had every Sun-
day seventy-live littie books front the
Bible for distribution among the girls.
These littie separate books coat from tw~o
te tbrce cents apiece. Each Sunday we
had for our lesson the story of a book or
an outlinc of a subecet ývorked out in the
book. Every girl was provided witb a
pencil to mark the verses we emuphasize
in the lesson. Then I asked every girl to
carry ber little book in ber purse a week

\,oshecright read every day and mark
verses herseif. At the end of the w'eck
she wmas requestcd to send it to a soldier
fricnd at the front. Each little book
fitted niceiy into an envelope. After a
few wecks letters caine from France.
from Africa, from England, asking the
girls te attend cvery Sunday. for tlîeY

enjoyed the littie marked books 80 rnuch.
A little book from the Bible-perbaps it
was Proverbs, or Matthew or the beau-
tiful story of Rutb, marked by tbe girl
in Canada, meant mucb te the soldier lad
over there. I arn sure 4«e enjoyed those
lessons more than any we ever had. It
was the straight Bible, and it helped
those who are giving their lives in service
for our protection.

Evcry girl bas individual power, and
can belp, in ber way, to bissa those men
wbo give so much gratitude for so little.

It was only a tiny photograph that my
little girl sent to a soldier she bas neyer
seen, but to whom she writes regularîx,
and this is bis reply:-"I reallv can\
express my appreciation for the piâture of
you and your baby sister. It is before
me as I write tbis. When 1 get your let-
ters I enjoy' them s0 much because I
know tbey are tbe sincere thoughts of a
child's pure beart."

The Girls' Conference

soidiers sang "God Save Our Splendid
Men," with an inspirational note that
tbose present can neyer forget. It wau
a wonderfui privilege to seeý this group of
somne of Manitaba'finest girls gathered
together with the earnest desire f or more
iight, more vision, more strength and
nmore wisdom. Rev. R. D. Armstrong, the
man in the picture, with Miss Falk, Miss
Duncan', Mrs. Alfred Wbite, of Brandon,
and several others, are the leaders of this
organization in, Manitoba. Miss Sadie
McDonald, of Winnipeg, is the newly
elected president. Dr. F. W. Patterson
closed the convention with an address
that will bics. a great many Manitoba
homes through these delegates, who
caught frorn bis sermon a picture of the
ideal woman.

WVbile writing of this convention, a
notice of a similar convention in Saskc-
atchewan came to my desk from Miss
Helen Davison, secretary of the Regina
Y.W.C.A. The Saskatcbewan work is
divided into two conferences-one meet-

in n Saaskan.fOct. 26th-28th, the
An organization lias recently corne into »u'e"u L-s&u* -----1-ýq

prominence that, in my judgment, is the other meeting in Regina, Nov. 2nd-4tb.
"te"The notice sums up the value of these

very best of clubs for girls in the "en conferences in this statement: "This is
age. Reccntly, tbe Manitoba Frst Bap- th day of great demands upon wornan-
its annual convention in the FrtBp hood; demands upon lier strengtb, cour-
tiet Cburcb of Winnipcg. Tbe group of age, faith, optimism, resourcefulness and
girls in the picture is a photegraph taken spirit of service. Tliese conferences mean
during tbe session. Over five bundredvion courage, faitb, good cheer and

.girls frorn ail parts of Manitoba repre- training to the girls of Saskatchewan,"
sented the various branches of the club. and I want to add Manitoba, Alberta,
The womcn in the picture are the leaders and ail other provinces in Canada that
in the work and some of tbe hostesses Of take up this progressive movement for
the elgtes. We are especiaiiy plcased tegr nbrtes ti h eybs
to pbihthis, as our magazine goesainfthofgtrliingfoer young gtisterls e

to most of the homes of these splendid o riigfroryuggrs

Manitoba girls. The River
Tliose wbo tbink the Bunday Bchool ia

not progressive, will bc surpriseà te îearn Bbc sat ncxt me in the street car, very
that this great organization for girls is close; in fact she unconsciousiy leaned
the resuit of an organizcd Bunday school against me. I iookcd down at tûe profile
cluse movement. It bolds before tbe of her face, sad and forsaken: it ex-
members the fourfold standard of a girl'. pressed the heart bunger of some

life-thie plîysicai, inteilectual, rcîigious motbcr's girl alone in the city. Bbc did

and social deveiopment of a girl. Under not know my beart went out to lier, for
each phîase a printed outlinc suggests I scnsed that indescrihable burning of
lîow suc may deveiop the standard. remorse that scorches thme very soul of a

Splendid rcadiîîg courses arc carcfuiiv gir-those downcast eyes, thîe droopcd
workcd out, physical exercises, and body, ti e itl ragment of one of thme

broad, attractive ideas for service. The city's numbcricss rejccted victims of

outline of the work alone is an inspira- smootb-tongued betrayers. Bhe ivas one

tion to'girls. At this particular conven- â of Hcaven's sacrcd gifts to bumanity-
tion Miss Taggart, from Toronto, created withcrcd under the veno mous social
ait atnîosphere of such womanly sweet- biight. I knewv it.
nieas tlîat every delegate feit the power of Every day I live I feel more indebted
a spiritual woman in everyday life. She to the army of young girls and young
led many beautiful servies, showing how womcn wlîose forcordained mission was
a well developed body, a keen and wcll to bics. bumanity. Every day I feel
informed mind, and a life devotcd to un- more bitter towards a huiman bound-
selflsli service, insures bappinesa that manl or woman-wbo would violate and
gold cannot buy. crusb beneatb their polished boots the

Thîe reso4refulniess of the different lieart of a young woinan. A big lunmp
clubs appeaied to nie. One club in a chokes me wbcn I tlîink of those four-
littie town obtained permission to place teen-year-old, fifteen-year-old and sîxteen-
a l)arrel in an elevator. Above the barrel year-old mothers in yonder Salvation
w-as a request for evervone witli a load Army Home. Who dares to chide tbcm
of grain to throw onîe shovelful into the for beiieving the promises of the men
barrel. Ini tlis wav a good sum was col- they loved too much, promises made by
lected for Red Cross work. The clubs men who kncw these girls had not been
,%ere all interested in patriotic work. The taught the knowledge of life by their
more isolated clubs secmed the most mothers. In many cases these girls lost
resourceful. Thîis alone is excellent train- their mothers in carly cbildhood.- Wbo
îng for girls. And tlîey have good social dares to chide tbcm wben they bave been
timnes. We are ahl becoming reconciled to kicked down into the social mud by the
the fact that girls need good times, and very nmen to whom they bad given their
we are getting busy on the environmcent. very life? Tlîc more I know these pre-
Thiere were a tliousand girls in attend- eious girls thîe more determined amn I to
ance at somne of the sessions of the con- say no word of criticism regarding tbem.
ference. I arn suré tiiese girls, the sisters, And oh! the multitude of girls in tbis
daugliters anîd friends of Manitoba's cit.v and other cities who are part of our

economie system who need the personal
touch-good, dlean, pure, brave, honest
girls they are in the great majority,
because they bave cornefrom god omes,
and they need us to help keep tbem as

f re as they were when tey. left those
lomes. Most of tlîem recognize villains,
but tbey do not sec into the leprous
souls of the majority of tempters wbo
swim in decent -society and even sit in
the Amen seats of the cburch.

A working womnan tells of bier safety
ini a pioneer sectioni of, the country in the
west wlîere, shesaid, men wcre kifled in
drunken brawls. Yct, with it ail, woman-
jîood was safer than in tbe padded par-
lors. of civilization. WV1y? 1 askd my
friend's brother ' that question once.

"Because cvery man in this camp
knowvs that if lie as muehi as looke&, dis-
respect at a decent wonian, hie would be
cut into seraps -in about two seconids;
and there would be no coroner'. inquest,"
lie answercd savagelv. One of the girls
of our club married an engineer and went
to live in a town near Alaska. On one of
hier visita to me 1 asked lier if abc were
îîot afraid to stay alone wbexr she was
only one of two women ini tbat town. She
was surprised at nîy question. "Afraid?
1 was neyer afraid but once, and that
was at iýnouse tliat 1 cauglit in a trap
the next morning." The well-known vil-
lain or the branded criminal are not the
greatest dangers to girls. Girls know
tlîem when tlîey sec tbem. The average
girl is in danger of thec "part saint and
part sinner sort of mnan"; bie is the great-
est danger to the wage-earning girl, and
hie is usually m# rried. "The great-
est danger is not f in open enemies but
frorn tainted friends," one authoritv
quotes trutlîfully. Onîe very bot day last
suntînr I went down town to slîop. Cus-
toiners wcre impatient, and thîe girls, al
wlîo waited on nie, were worn-out physi.
cally. It was at the end of the day, yet
every girl who served nie said a pleasant
word to nie and siniled. As 1 passed out
of the stores 1 looked back in admiration
on those brave girls, and 1 went home
kinder to everybody because of their
courage. Tiiere wvere trials in those lives.
There was little Miss - ' who belped
support lier faînily; and at the time
wlîen she was inost tried, for sbe was
paying for lier sister at the liospital, tbe
one over lier trîed to buy bier soul. "4He
botlîered me most whien lie knew 1 was
most worried," she told me later, when
she hiad corne out victorious. And hie was
a saint outwardly-yes, a saint in a
respectab>le clîurelh. There are girls whose
loved ones are all ut the front, wbo are
ligliting liarder battles at home. "You!
Wh'at can you do ?" 4eered a man to a
young girl whose broiqr and swetbeart
hiad gone to the fronf.lie was ail alone.
.He knewv it, and bie tlîreatcned to fi it
so she could not get a position in another
place-a form'of exîsting fraternity. The
poor young girl sobbed Ierself faint on
the shoulder of a sister worker. There
are trugedies going on that investigation
committees cannot reach. Wby, do you
know I1ivas actually put on a comrnittee
one time for investigating a plac. of
industry, and one of that committes %vas
the wife of the manager? The tbing
seemed so ridiculous to me that I stayed
home anid did my wcek's washing. I
neyer served on an investigating coin-
mittee in my life-social calsomining
neyer appealed to nie.
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