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CHAPTER I

]Row IhDiuappearedUREi Rt. Hon. Hannibal Manner-
inone of His Britannie

Malesty'5 Secretaries of State,
was an îmmfeflsely clever man.
Nature gave bin brains, good-

fortune made hlm a pillar of the Govern-
ment and a popular idol. Even bis
liobby-for lie was far too notable a

tbe able to dispese wth a
îFoekess"-had been lucky e nough to
seize upon tlie publie interest, and during
the fiteen years of bis political 111e it
had been paragrapbed in everL,,language
of the globe. W hat bis collar were to
a certain great statesman, Hannibal
Mannering's brestpins were to him.

Breastpmns of go id breastpias of silver,
breastpins with heads of turquoise, ruby,
sapphire, emerald opal; breastpins with
histories and wtbnut; breastpmns made
from jewels worn by kings upon the
scaffold or taken from seme world-famous
alirine; breastpins witb priceless cameos-
Mr. Mannering's collection was invaluable
and unique. Every afternoon during the
Session, as hie took bis seat in the House
the reporters in the Press Gallery strained
tlieir eyes to discover, for the information
of a curieus publie, wbich of bis many
treasures Mr. Mannering bad donned.

Obief among bis varied stock of these
cestly trifles was a pin mounting a
magnifleent blue diamond, of a size, lustre,
and brilliance, believed to be without
parallel in the world. Whclin, with bis
gem m. bis ample scarf, hie took bis seat
on the Treasury Benci, lhe seemed to
have tbree eyes of a twinkling, sintillat-
ing azure-those under bis bushy brows
and sloping forehead; the third, that
glittering star wbicb winked and sbixn-
niered on bis breast.

Among the admirers of Mr. Mannering's
collection in general, and of the blue
diamond in particular, was Mr. Aviragous
Moss, tbe member for M'est Holborn,
principal partner in the Hatton Garden
diamond firmn of Mess, Moss Lowen-
feld. He bad been instrumental in eb-
taining for tbe Home Secretary some of
the flnest of bis pins, and bad given ex-
pert advice upon tbe purcbssing of many
otbers. The blue damond alas, bad
neot only been bouglit elsewÇiere, but in
obtaining it, at a fabulous sum, Mr.
Mannering bad unwittîngly been biddng
against Mr. Mess, wbo bad been privately
treating for the saine stone on bebaif of a
foreign potentate. But Hannibal Mann-
ering named a tempting price, and before
Mr. Mess could ask bis august. client's
permission te cover it, the owuier of tbe

ewel bad losed with tbe effer, and tbe
Mone Secretary was victerieus.

The ~great gem-dealer accepted bis de-
feat philosophically enough, but it became
a stock jest in tbe lobibies that Mess
always turned green wben Mr. Mannering
sported bis blue diamond. However,
iY it were still true tbat bie coveted tbe
Stone, bie sat immediately bebind tbe
Home Secretary, and, fadling the dis-
covery of spectacles with properties re-
sembling tbose of the Rontgen rays, he
could net, if lie would, bave feasted his
hungry gaze upon the jewel in tbe fasb-
'on suggested by tbe wits of the smoking-
roem.

t will be remembered by many that
the Home Secretary wore tbe pin in
question upen the night of bis extremely
bitter and able reply te tbe Radical
criticismn of bis Re-bousing Bill. Wben
lie sat down, assuming, as was bis customn,
a drowsy calm, lie leaned back in bis
seat, crosed bis legs, and closed bis eyes.
Five minutes later an Irish member was
in the thick of a tussle with the Speaker,
and the House was rocking witb excite-
ment. But few neticed that during the
altercation Mr. Mannering bad reused
bimself, and was carrying on a whispered
conversation with bis neighbors te riglit
and left and at bis back. Wben the
flgting Irisbman had made bis peace,
and the tumut was subdued, Mr. Man-
niering get up, white, and trembling,
apparently witb passion.
W'Mr. Speaker," bie said, nervously,
"I-I bave te dlaim yeur protection
from what is eitber an atrociously fooliali
practical joe, or an outrage on the
decency of tbis Heuse. Wben 1 sat
down after last addressing yeu, sir, I
was wearing a breastpin of some value.
Honourable members may bc acquainted

with my possibly -unreasonable interest
in this particular class of ornament.
That I entered the precincts of the House
with tbe article in question actually i
my possession, my bonourable friends
the Leader of tbe Hbuse and the Chancel-
lor of tbe Exchequer can testify; the lat-
ter of whom neticed as I sat down that
I had, witb its assistance, arran&ed my
scarf in a somewbat novel fasluon."

A dead silence reigned i the puzzled
audience, yet a thrill of indescribable
agitation pervaded it.

"A few moments ago," continued the
Home Secretary, "I was astounded te
discover that I was ne longer the owner
of the pin-a gold one, witli a favourite
blue diamond liead. Honourable mem-
bers around me repudiate any knowledge
of its disappearanoe, and allege most
seriously tbat neitber in a spirit of play-
fulness nor eut of an y otber metive have
they abstracted the missing article,
wbich, however, is net te, be found ini any
immediate vicinity. 1 amn therefore com-
pelled, Mr. ý Speaker, te solicit your
intervention."

The Speaker gssped.
"1While 1 deeply regret the untoward

incident te which the member for Leasowe
bas called my attention," hie stammered,
"I fear tbat neither the House nor myself
bas power te enter into an inquisition
upen tbe* persons or the integrity of
bonourable members individually."

"'Tben" said tbe Home Secretary,

'rising liercely "IIIbave ne alternative
bttplace tbe matter in other bands?"

And witb tbis omineus remark bie strode
eut of tbe House. The Commons poured
excitedly into tbe lobbies, buzzjpg like
a swarm of bees; a sensible mnember of
tbe Government put up a rank-and-
file M.P. te provoke a counit-out, and
tbe sitting terminated abruptlY.

CHAPTER IL
"Mdemolselle Mytr.

For baif an heur the Home SecretarY
fretted in bis private room, then lie
sprang frem bis chair and marcbed into
the corridor, te nieet,1 as fate would bave
it, ne less a person than Mr. Aviragous
Mess, te Batton Garden diamond
mercant-a stout figure in a padded
freck and curly silk bat. He greeted
Mr. Mannering fussily.

"My dear fellow," lie began, "allow
me te condoley ou on your losa. Every-
body is sbock ebt it should have occur-
red among-er!---anlong sucli an assembly
as tbis. May it net be possible that the
wbole affair is an accident? You bave
sucli a vigorous style, you know, the pin
may bave worked loose when you were
pitcbing inte the Opposition. It miglit
easily bave fallen eut and- rolled away
unperoeived wbile the attention of the
House was riveted upon your arguments.
Eh, don't yeu think se?" And lie rubbed
bis fat bands inquiringly.

The Home Secretary scowled at the
questioner.

"lHow far do you suppose it will roll,"
bie asked,' with ciling empliasis, "as
far as Beluchistan-the Ameer mîglit be
offered it before lie could bear of the way
in whicb it was obtained."

"Geod gracieus, Manneringi" cried the
gem dealer iy "what do you mean?"

"I mean,' snarled the other, "that you
bave always wanted tbat stone-why,-
man! its cemmon gossip that the Ameer
bas doubled bis4,imit since I bouglit the
thing. You yeurself guaranteed me fifty
per cent profit if I would, sel."

III don't understand,"' said Mr. Moss,
geiglivid, as lie peered inte the

sconfu face of tbe Home Secretary.
"Pshaw! retorted Hannibal Mannering,

"'who sbould understand better than
you. You bave st immediately behind
me every nigbt since the Session opened-
you wbo sat bebind me to-niglit.

Avirageus Mess tottered.
"Great heavens, Mannering t" lie wbisp-

ered, "lyeu don't mean that. You'll rwn
me body and seul if you breathe that
wbere anyone but us two cani hear it.
Besides, I-I wasn't in the House wben
you found the diaxnond was lest; I've
enlybheard about it."

"An alibi, eh?" sneered the Home
Secretary; "and where were you, may I
ask?"y

"II-I can't say," gurgled the terrified
Mess, "but li swear I wasn't in the
House to-night during the sitting."

The prospective builder should specify 'UmnpirO"
Wall Board becaus:

It in absolutoly Fire-Proot.
It la a no-comduotor of Heat, CMIdSoeound.
ith bareter Thickness, EIgdity and tr.ngth.
h will fot Warp, Bulge or Iguckle ozfeWaf»L.
it ianiS, RUt ad Veriin Proaf

f hsla. Ffre'Retardent when used on ezpoued woodon
surfaetum n Mii ad Waebous.oonamtin.tI

ht la idemi for lfnfng Gange, Summer Cottages, Attio
and Obioken Rouses.

it makes a perft <ashting under iding.
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Write for descriptive literature about «#Em pire" WaUl.Boad and "Empire " Hydratd Lime

Manitoba Gypsum Company. Ltd.,
Winnipeg, Man.
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Good plans, are necsssary, but it is sys U Mc'IM-
portant to have the mnaterial and workniblwp
right. As great cars should b. taken ln choosing
materials as in designing the building.
Gypsu-m Wal Plastors (Bard Wall and Wood FIbre)
are recognized as the onlY Perfect lining matsi1ue
for interior walls and ceilings, but ln cases w)'
thsy cannot convsniently b. applied, t la advimâiý
to use the only satisfactory substituts-
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