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4 REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

It is gratifying to perceive by Mr. Buchanan’s report on the emigration to
Canada in 183%, that he states the people to have been generally supplied with
ample stores aud sufficient pecuniary means; and further, that he is able to
report that no discase whatever had been noticed amongst the emigrants of that
vear.

T have offered clsewhere any other observations which sugzested themselves to
me upon a perusal of Mr. Buchanan’s report.

The cmigration to the Australian scttlements in 1838 exhibits a remarkable
increase. 1t had reached a greater number in the preceding year than at any
previous time, and amounted to 5,054 ; but in 1538 the number of emigraats
was 14,021 to these colonies generally, and 10,189 to Sydaey, being twice as
many to that place alone as had cver been known before to all the Australian
scttlements together.

Of this accession of numbers in the emizration to New South Wales, nearly
6,560 were cmbarked under the direct superintendence of the Government,
while, through the separate cencourazement afforded to private persons by the
bounty paid in the colony, one ship-owner alone has published that he sent out
so many as 2,230, so that it may perhaps be reasonably assumed that the
number of persons who departed for that colony by means of aid from its public
reseurces, cither direct or indirect, cannot have fallen short of 9,000.

The total population of the colony at the last census, taken in July 18236,
was 77,096,  After making every allowance then for the incrcase of population
in the interval between that time and 1838, and on the other hand for the
casualties which may have occurred amongst the people embarked from this
country, it may be assumed that the addition cffected by the assisted emigration
of 1838 must at the least have amounted to one-tenth of the whole population.

Now from the effect of this influx of emigrants on the scarcity of labour the
proportion of children must of course for the present constitute a material
deduction; but with regard to their influence on the moral condition of the
colony, which has lately excited so much attention, 1t is to be observed, first,
that the emigrants by public aid are made to consist as far as possible of an
cquality of the sexes, favourable therefore to a rapid progress of their number,
while the convict population is composed in the most unfavourable manner
possible for that purpose; and, secondly, that with respect to the moral character
of the colony, there is not the youngest child amongst the emigrants which, if
it belongs to honest parents and connexions and is likely to be brought up in
honest habits, is not as much entitled as any adult to be reckoned on the side of
the gain to the community. And I may here observe that, especially with
reference to the present consideration, and not, as has been erroneously supposed
in the colony. for the sake of rclieving particular tracts of country, pains have
been taken, not mercly to obtain people of fair character, but people known to
one another, and neighbours at home, so that the character they had borne here
they might bLe the more anxious and the more Jikely to sustzin abroad. Some
allowance then may require, in one point of view, to be made for the admixture
of young children ; but when the circumstances 1 have just mentioned are taken
into account, it will probably Le admitted that an addition of one-tenth to the
whole population of a celony, cffected within a single year, is no contemptible
operation.

With respect, however, to the proportion of young children just alluded to,
there is one statement which T ougiit perhaps to make. 1 have always kept an
account of the numbers per cent. in cach ship of adults, of children between
seven and fourtecn, and of children under seven ; and since taking the manage-
ment more into the carc of this oflice in 1833, it has L -en made a constant
object to increase the rate. of adults, and to diminish the rate of the youngest
children, who are the most liable to sickness and mortality on the voyage, and
of course the longest in becoming useful after reaching the colony. The children
between seven and fourteen may be considered comparatively unobjectionable.
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